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A worker unloads ballot boxes from a truck at the District Commissioner’s office in Narayanganj Sadar yesterday, ahead of 
their scheduled transport to the upazila headquarters for the February 12 elections. PHOTO: SAURAV HOSSAIN SIAM
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Romario Shepherd 
celebrates his hattrick 
during West Indies’ 
35-run victory against 
Scotland in a Group C 
match of the T20 WC in 
Kolkata yesterday. 

DAYS TO VOTE4

They say that 
they want to do 

everything by June.

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY 

Ukrainian president, 
on US efforts to end 

war in Ukraine

Tarique rules out  
govt with Jamaat

In an interview with Reuters, he says his  
party confident of securing enough seats

REUTERS, Dhaka

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman has rejected 
a Jamaat-e-Islami suggestion to form a unity 
government after next week’s election, saying 
his party expects to secure a mandate on its 
own.

“How can I form a government with my 
political opponents, and then who would be in 
the opposition?” he told Reuters in an interview 
at his party office.

“I don’t know what their seat number will 
be, but if they are in the opposition, I hope to 
have them as a good opposition,” he said about 
Jamaat, the BNP’s main rival in the February 12 
election.

Tarique, 60, returned home in December 
after nearly two decades in exile in London 
following a youth-led uprising that toppled long-
time leader Sheikh Hasina on August 5, 2024. 
An interim government headed by Professor 
Muhammad Yunus took office after Hasina fled 
to long-time ally India, where she remains.

The BNP and Jamaat previously governed 
together between 2001 and 2006. Jamaat 
has indicated it is open to renewing that 
partnership or forming a unity government 
to help stabilise the country after months of 
political turmoil in 2024.

Tarique’s aides told Reuters that the BNP 
is confident of winning more than two-thirds 
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SECOND EDITION

Ctg port workers 
resume indefinite 

strike today
Businesses fear missing deadlines

DWAIPAYAN BARUA and REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Chattogram port workers 
and employees have called 
another round of indefinite 
strike from today, adopting a 
more hardline approach this 
time as they threatened to halt 
cargo handling at the outer 
anchorage, which remained 
out of the purview of last 
week’s six-day work abstention.

The protesters postponed 
the work stoppage for two days 
on Thursday afternoon. 

Following a meeting with Shipping Adviser M Sakhawat Hossain on 
Thursday, the protesters paused their indefinite strike for two days as 
they were assured that two of their demands would be met, including 
the withdrawal of punitive transfers and other actions taken by the port 
authority against the 15 protesting employees.

But later that day, the Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) issued a letter 
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WORKERS’ KEY DEMANDS 

Call off planned leasing out 
of NCT to DP World
Dismiss CPA Chairman 
Moniruzzaman
Withdraw punitive actions 
against 15 employees

‘Next week 
crucial for 
a flawless 
election’
Yunus says polls 
prep satisfactory

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus 
yesterday expressed 
satisfaction with the 
ongoing election 
preparations, calling the 
coming week “crucial” to 
ensuring a flawless voting 
process on February 12.

While chairing a high-
level meeting on election 
preparations at Jamuna, 
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NEWS ANALYSIS

BNP’s trillion-dollar 
ambition. Is the 
path slippery?

AHSAN HABIB

The economic goals outlined in the BNP’s election 
manifesto read like a calculated challenge. It presents the 
coming decade as a stark choice: evolve or fall behind. At 
the centre of this vision is a pledge to build a $1 trillion 
economy by 2034, which would require the country’s GDP 
to double within that timeframe.

This ambition, however lofty, aligns broadly with 
external projections. The Boston Consulting Group, for 
example, estimates Bangladesh could reach the same 
milestone by 2040, propelled by a growing middle- and 
affluent-class, an expanding private sector, and strong 
consumer confidence.

Achieving the BNP’s accelerated timeline, however, 
would require sustained annual GDP growth of roughly 
10 percent -- far exceeding the country’s historical 
average. Such growth would demand a dramatic increase 
in private investment, from about 23 percent of GDP 
today to at least 35 percent. Even with significantly higher 
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MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

The upcoming election offers the 
BNP and the Jamaat-e-Islami-led 
alliances a rare opportunity to 
make inroads into constituencies 
long dominated by the Awami 

League, which has been barred 
from the contest.

Political analysts say that the 
AL not only stands to lose its 
traditional strongholds but also 
faces an increasingly uncertain 
political future.

For decades, the BNP and 
the AL managed to defend their 
bases. Following the restoration 
of democracy in 1991, power 
alternated between the two parties 
every five years, maintaining a 
kind of balance.

That pendulum eventually 
swung towards the AL, which 
claimed victory in the last three 
highly controversial elections. 
The elections in 2014 and 2024  
were mostly uncontested, while 

BNP, Jamaat 
gunning for AL 
strongholds

The Awami League won 22 constituencies in 
every general election since 1991 (except for the 
February 1996 election, which it boycotted). 
They include Gopalganj-1, 2, and 3; Madaripur-1 
and 2; Shariatpur-2 and 3; Patuakhali-3 and 4; 
Bagerhat-1; Khulna-1; Faridpur-1; Sunamganj-3; 
Moulvibazar-4; Dinajpur-5 and Sirajganj-1.
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