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T20 World
Cup begins

amid political
Party manifesto outlines 9 priority sectors, chaos
accountability, comprehensive reforms STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 10th edition of the
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup begins today in India
and Sri Lanka against the
backdrop of a chaotic build-
up dominated by political
turmoil, which eventually
saw Bangladesh replaced
by Scotland and Pakistan
boycotting  their  high-
stakes group-stage fixture
against arch-rivals India in
solidarity with Bangladesh.

When the first ball is
finally bowled after the
turbulent lead-in, Pakistan
will open the tournament
against the Netherlands in

commitments across critical sectors and vowing to establish an
accountable, responsible, and a “just state” directly answerable to the
people.

If' voted to power, the party said it would build a sustainable democratic
framework through constitutional and electoral reforms under the core
principle “Bangladesh Before All.”

The nine major commitments include family and farmers cards, a
corruption-free and humane healthcare system, and an employment-
oriented education system. Other pledges focus on youth job creation,
technical and language skill development, environmental protection,
climate resilience, excavation and re-excavation of 20,000 kilometres
of rivers and canals, religious and social harmony, and expansion of the
digital economy and global connectivity.

The manifesto was designed in line with former president Ziaur
Rahman’s 19-point programme, former prime minister Khaleda Zia’s

b . . . - . Colombo in the morning.
Vision-2030, and Chairman Tarique Rahman’s 31-point agenda. Scotland, called up at
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SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 on the opening day when

they face the West Indies in
Kolkata in the afternoon.
) Meanwhile,  defending
5 D AYS T 0 v OT E @i champions and tournament
favourites India will make

their tournament bow in
the night match on day one
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to uproot gratt, .
restore justice dominate race Star evacuates
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protesters At a tea stall, the

clash in city .
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At least 70 people were
injured  yesterday  as
police and  protesters
clashed for hours near
Hotel InterContinental
and the Shahbagh
intersection in the capital
during demonstrations
demanding justice for slain
Ingilab Moncho leader
Sharif Osman Bin Hadi.
The clashes unfolded
in two major phases in the
afternoon and evening,
turning one of Dhaka’s
busiest corridors into a
battlefield as police used

election in hills

SHAKEEL ANWAR, from Bandarban

In Bandarban, one of the country’s three hill districts,
politics intertwines deeply with memory, land, and
security.

My first stop was Hangsama village, around eight miles
from Bandarban town, reached via a narrow road winding
through forested hills. The village unfolds quietly along
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sound grenades, tear gas ~
and W%l(‘.‘l‘ cannons gto THROUGH (%tal‘ .
disperse demonstrators.
The first major
confrontation erupted a slope, with most houses raised on wooden stilts, their

around 4:30pm in front of
the Hotel InterContinental,

walls woven from bamboo and their roofs patched with
tin. At the entrance is a small tea shop built on a bamboo

leaving several activists . : 5 _ B e platform, part meeting place, part lookout, where villagers
injured, including Inqgilab - - - ) gather to talk and watch the outside world pass by.

Moncho Member Secretary It was here  met Omenu Marma, a middle-aged Marma
Abdullah Al Jaber, the Ingilab Moncho activists come face-to-face with police after being stopped from marching towards the chief adviser’s residence, Jamuna. woman who runs the tea stall. She knew an election was
platform’sDhaka University The protesters demand a UN-led neutral investigation into the killing of former Ingilab Moncho spokesperson Sharif 0sman Bin Hadi. The approaching and said she would vote. “There will be a new

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1 photo was taken yesterday afternoon in front of the InterContinental hotel. PHOTO: MEHEDI HASAN SEE PAGE 2 COL 4



