
NEWS
Two detained 
with arms, 
ammo
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Noakhali

Two people were detained 
early yesterday in a 
joint operation by the 
Bangladesh Army and the 
Rab in Lakshmipur, with 
a large cache of illegal 
weapons and explosives 
seized.

The seized items include 
a 7.65mm pistol, four locally 
made guns, 11 rounds 
of pistol ammunition, 
26 shotgun cartridges, 
two pistol magazines, 53 
pyrotechnics, two crude 
bombs, a sharp weapon, 
four empty cartridges and 
a bulletproof jacket.

The raid was carried out 
at Alaiyarpur village, based 
on specific intelligence. 
A joint team from the 
Bangladesh Army’s 
Chandraganj Camp of the 
17 Field Regiment and Rab 
conducted the late-night 
operation.

The detainees were 
identified as Md Imran, 23, 
a listed criminal, and his 
associate Md Sajib, 24, who 
police described as an arms 
dealer. 

Capt Arman Habib, 
commander of the 
Chandraganj Army Camp, 
confirmed the detention 
and seizure to The Daily 
Star yesterday.

According to joint 
forces sources, Imran 
had been attempting to 
form an organised armed 
group in the Chandraganj 
area. Both detainees have 
multiple criminal cases 
and outstanding arrest 
warrants against them.

The detainees and 
seized items were handed 
over to Chandraganj Police 
Station. 

O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e 
Morshed Alam said the 
process of filing a case was 
underway.
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Another voter, Subela 
(pseudonym), pointed to 
shifting political loyalties. 
“People have always 
treated us as voters of a 
particular party. 

This time, we do 
not even have our own 
candidate,” she said, 
hinting at the absence of 
a former MP. “We will vote 
for you.”

Having contested 
the 12th parliamentary 
election in 2024 and 

earlier the upazila 
chairman election, Nurun 
Nahar is well known in the 
area. After her door-to-
door drive, she addressed 
an election meeting at 
Adhardighi Haat. 

Addressing the 
gathering, Nurun Nahar, 
daughter of a former 
union chairman and a 
native of the constituency, 
sought not only votes but 
active participation from 
residents. 

She expressed regret 

For Nurun Nahar, empowering women comes first
that her brief tenure as 
an MP from a reserved 
women’s seat in the 12th 
Jatiya Sangsad limited 
her ability to deliver on 
planned work.

If elected, she pledged 
to improve law and 
order, create jobs for 
unemployed youths 
and establish industrial 
units, including garment 
factories. 

She also outlined 
plans to empower women 
by promoting cottage 
industries, offering 
vocational training and 
building a skilled female 
workforce, alongside 
measures to ensure 
women’s safety and 
prevent domestic violence.

Speaking to The 
Daily Star, she said she 
had received a positive 
response, particularly 
from women. “Having 
grown up with my father 
involved in politics and 
serving as an elected 
representative, I have 
been connected with the 
people from a young age,” 
she said. 

“I have no personal 
wants or needs. I have 
entered politics with the 
sole aim of serving the 
public.”

Some locals, however, 
voiced caution. Golam 
Mostofa of Belhara village 
said, “This is the first time 
we have seen her carrying 
out public outreach. She 

is known in the area, 
but the Jatiya Party’s 
organisational structure 
is no longer as strong as 
it used to be. Managing 
such a large election will 
be difficult.”

Other contenders in 
Thakurgaon-2 include 
Dr Abdus Salam (BNP), 
Abdul Hakim (Jamaat-led 
11-party alliance), Faruk 
Hossain (Ganadhikar 
Parishad), Nahid Rana 
(AB Party), Rezaul 
Karim (Islami Andolan 
Bangladesh) and Sahab 
Uddin Ahmed (CPB).

The constituency 
comprising Baliadangi 
and Haripur upazilas and 
parts of Ranisankail has 
340,049 voters.

348 Rohingya 
people held in 
Chattogram
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Chattogram

Law enforcement 
agencies detained 348 
Rohingya individuals 
from the Dohazari area of 
Chandanaish upazila in 
Chattogram early yesterday.

A joint team comprising 
the Police, Border Guard 
Bangladesh (BGB), and the 
Army conducted a four-hour 
raid from 5:00am to 9:00am 
at the “Burma Colony” in 
Dohazari municipality, said 
police sources.

Chandanaish Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Md Elias Khan told The 
Daily Star that the drive was 
part of heightened security 
measures to maintain law 
and order in crime-prone 
areas before the February 
12 polls.

According to police 
sources, the joint forces 
searched over a hundred 
houses in the colony. 
Among the detainees are 
176 men, 86 women, and 86 
children and adolescents.

“The detainees were 
brought to the police 
station where their 
citizenship and camp 
addresses were scrutinised 
until Thursday afternoon,” 
a police official said.

OC Elias Khan added 
that all 348 individuals have 
been confirmed as Rohingya 
refugees who had illegally 
left their designated camps 
in Cox’s Bazar. “We are in 
the process of handing them 
over to the Refugee Relief and 
Repatriation Commissioner 
representatives...” 

Political will key to achieving 
Universal Health Coverage

Say experts policy dialogue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Health experts and campaigners 
yesterday said poor governance 
and inadequate funding continue 
to challenge the health sector, 
and overcoming them to achieve 
Universal Health Coverage by 
2030 will require strong political 
will from the next government.

They also said current health 
sector discussions focus mainly 
on curative services, while 
greater emphasis should be 
placed on preventive care and 
people’s wellbeing, particularly 
amid the rising burden of non-
communicable diseases.

Meanwhile, four political party 
leaders and representatives of 
affiliated doctors’ associations said 
their parties have already outlined 

plans to address these challenges 
and would implement them if 
voted to power.

They were speaking at a policy 
dialogue titled “Priority Health 
Reform Action Agenda: Bangladesh 
Road to Universal Health Coverage” 
at Dhaka Reporters Unity.

The Power and Participation 
Research Centre (PPRC) and 
the UHC Forum organised the 
dialogue with support from Unicef 
and Bangladesh Health Reporters 
Forum.

Aminul Hasan, member 
secretary of the UHC Forum, gave a 
detailed presentation on progress 
and challenges to achieve UHC, 
citing recent data.

He said Thailand introduced 
the Universal Coverage Scheme 
in 2002 and, due to sustained 

political ownership, the scheme 
helped reduce out-of-pocket 
health expenditure from around 
50 percent to nearly 10 percent.

The model is now being 
considered globally, he said.

He said that, according to service 
coverage indicators, Bangladesh’s 
score stands at 54 out of 100, while 
the global average is 71. Bangladesh 
is also lagging behind the regional 
average, performing better than 
only Pakistan and Afghanistan in 
South Asia. 

“So, Bangladesh has many 
things to do to achieve at least 
80 percent of the UHC target by 
2030,” he said.

He emphasised reforms in 
governance and leadership, health 
financing, strengthening service 
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Pedestrians walk by an uncovered manhole near the Karwan Bazar Metro Station in the capital. This 
unsupervised state of the manhole, devoid of a safety barrier, can cause an accident. The photo was taken 
yesterday. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The trade and defence deals being signed at the far 
end of the interim government tenure are meant 
to make things easier for the next government, not 
to leave behind any burden, said Foreign Adviser 
Touhid Hossain yesterday.

He was speaking at the farewell 
interaction with the media at the 

foreign ministry.
On January 27, Bangladesh 

Air Force and China Electronics 
Technology Group Corporation 
International signed an 

agreement for establishing a drone 
manufacturing and assembly plant, 

as well as for technology transfer.
On February 3, Bangladesh and Japan 

signed a deal on the transfer of defence equipment 
and technology meant for the modernisation of 
the Bangladesh defence sector.

The two countries are also likely to sign an 
Economic Partnership Agreement with Japan 
today, while a trade deal with the US is expected 
before the election.

Referring to the trade negotiations with the 
US, Touhid Hossain said the interim government 
has been continuously engaged and moved things 
forward, which led to the reduction of the tariff to 
20 percent from 37 percent.

Trade, defence 
deals aimed at 
easing path for 
next govt: Touhid
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Govt sets Ramadan 
office hours
STAR REPORT

The government yesterday approved revised office 
hours for the upcoming month of Ramadan, 
setting the workday from 9:00am to 3:30pm for 
all public institutions.

The decision was taken at the Advisory 
Council’s weekly meeting chaired by Chief Adviser 
Prof Muhammad Yunus.

Briefing reporters after the meeting at the 
Foreign Service Academy in Dhaka, Chief Adviser’s 
Press Secretary Shafiqul Alam said the shortened 
schedule will apply throughout the fasting month.

Under the new arrangement, all government, 
semi-government, autonomous, and semi-
autonomous offices will operate within the revised 
hours. A 15-minute prayer break will be observed 
from 1:00pm to 1:15pm.


