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billboards, and loudspeaker 
announcements as 
candidates vie to represent 
the constituency in 
parliament.

Some locals, however, are 
sceptical. Saphor Ali Matbor, 
a resident of Gazirchat in his 
sixties, said past MPs failed 
to deliver. 

“We want representatives 
who will work to improve 
living standards, control 
commodity prices, and solve 
gas and water crises,” he said.

Jerin Tasnim Boishakhy, 
a JU student and a Dhaka-19 
voter, said election 
discussions among students 
often focus on social media 
trolling and narratives. 

“One major party faces 
criticism over extortion 
allegations. Another is 
questioned over its stance 
on women’s rights and the 
Liberation War. Many were 
initially hopeful about the 
NCP, formed by leaders of 
the July uprising, but its 
sudden alliance with Jamaat 
has left many confused,” she 
said.

In this regard, NCP 
candidate Dilshana Parul 
told The Daily Star, “This is a 
temporary electoral alliance, 
not an ideological one. 
While there are differences 
between NCP and Jamaat, 
there is also unity regarding 
the July spirit, reforms, 
justice, and building a new 
Bangladesh.”

She said she was receiving 
strong support from local 
Jamaat-e-Islami activists. 
Expressing optimism about 
her chances, she noted 
positive responses from 
female garment workers and 
senior citizens.

If elected, Parul pledged 
to establish international-
standard training centres for 
young workers, a specialised 
government hospital for 
labourers, and state-run 
day-care centres for working 
women.

“Within the first 100 
days, I will begin work on 

waste management and 
waterlogging. I will free 
Savar-Ashulia from all forms 
of crime and extortion, 
de-pollute the Turag and 
Bangshi rivers, and develop 
natural parks along their 
banks for recreation,” she 
said.

BNP candidate 
Mohammad Salahuddin 
expressed confidence in his 
chances, calling the election 
“a result of a 17-year struggle 
to restore the people’s right 
to vote”. 

“Voters have faith in me 
because I was imprisoned 
and faced numerous cases 
during the previous regime,” 
he said. 

He pledged to prioritise 
the safety of female workers, 
ease Savar’s chronic traffic 
congestion, and curb 
river pollution through 
stricter enforcement of 
environmental laws. 

However, he noted a 
major concern. “Since the 
election coincides with a 
long holiday, it may reduce 
turnout, as many garment 
workers might leave for their 
village homes.”

“I am working hard to 
bring voters to polling 
centres and explain the 
importance of voting,” he 
said.

The densely populated 
seat has 7,47,070 voters 
-- 3,79,906 men, 3,67,151 
women, and 13 hijra 
individuals.
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She also emphasised 
early education for girls 
on personal, online, and 
physical safety at school 
and college levels, similar 
to basic safety training for 
children.

She added that the party 
aims to establish a one-
stop, umbrella solution 
covering victim support 
services across sectors.

Humayra Noor of the 
NCP proposed structural 
reforms, including all-
female police cells, 
guaranteed anonymity for 
victims, improved daycare 
facilities, and safe public 
transport. 

She said her party 
plans a Tk 10,000 crore 
allocation for women 
and youth to promote 
entrepreneurship through 
simplified registration, tax 

exemptions, and financial 
independence. 

She also emphasised 
the need to move beyond 
token gestures towards 
genuine empowerment, 
sharing targeted support 
plans in education -- 
especially through loans 
-- and in science and 
technology.

She said her party 
advocates increasing 
women’s seats in 
parliament to enable those 
who have lagged to step 
forward.

Luna Noor of the 
Communist Party of 
Bangladesh called for 
ratifying international 
human rights charters 
and introducing a uniform 
family code, noting that 
ideological barriers must 
also be dismantled.

Prof Habiba Akter 

Chowdhury, political 
secretary of Jamaat-
e-Islami, stressed 
comprehensive education 
and political accountability 
to ensure women receive 
their rights and protection 
from violence.

On legal discrimination, 
she said Bangladesh already 
allows communities to 
follow their respective 
personal laws.

BNP’s Mahbuba Habiba 
noted that political parties 
must handle these sensitive 
laws cautiously, as change 
cannot happen overnight. 
She, however, emphasised 
that inclusive development 
and equal opportunities 
are essential.

She argued that reserved 
seats alone are ineffective 
without transparency and 
merit-based selection, 
calling instead for 

minimum candidate 
quotas and leadership 
opportunities for women.

Maheen Sultan, senior 
fellow at BRAC Institute 
of Governance and 
Development, identified 
access to legal information, 
dedicated facilitators, and 
financial independence 
as key to survivor 
empowerment. 

She warned that women 
without livelihoods are 
often forced back into 
abusive situations and 
called for state-funded 
social protection and legal 
aid.

Senior lawyer Fawzia 
Karim Firoze said political 
promises must be backed 
by research and evidence-
based planning. 

She said judges are 
often unsure about the 
type of orders to issue, 

leaving victims without the 
protection they are entitled 
to.

She stressed the 
need for an effective 
screening mechanism in 
judicial recruitment and 
examinations to ensure 
integrity, and called for 
clear public information 
displays in courts and 
government offices.

She also highlighted that 
key service institutions, 
including victim support 
centres, lack a sustainable 
revenue framework, which 
results in uncertainty and 
disruption. 

Mitali Jahan, 
programme manager at 
BRAC, argued that strong 
political commitment 
is required to transform 
legislation into tangible 
protection.

Naripokkho member 

Rina Roy urged the state 
to act as the primary 
guarantor of rights and 
called for a Uniform Family 
Code to ensure equality.

She demanded that 
political parties move 
beyond verbal promises 
and include written 
commitments in their 
manifestos to eliminate 
all forms of legal 
discrimination against 
women.

Prapti Taposhi, 
organiser of Shekol 
Bhangar Podojatra; Banani 
Biswas, general secretary 
of Bangladesh Dalit 
and Indigenous Women 
Federation; Karishma 
Jahan, Supreme Court 
advocate; and Tanjim 
Ferdous, head of Strategic 
Partnership at The Daily 
Star, also spoke at the 
event, among others.
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“I don’t know if it is true or 
false, but if it is true, then 
he did wrong. Women will 
never accept it,” said the BNP 
leader.

Fakhrul, who is 
contesting the Thakurgaon-1 
constituency, highlighted 
the importance of female 
education and employment. 
“If our girls don’t go to school 
and college, where will they 
get jobs? Men and women 
must live in Bangladesh with 
equal rights,” he said.

33% food samples
FROM PAGE 3

children, including chips 
and items never tested 
before, he also said.

Mostafa drew attention 
to several critical 
product-specific findings. 
For instance, 65% of 
chips tested contained 
acrylamide, a chemical that 
increases with frying or 
burning.

Also, some edible oils 
failed to meet nutritional 
standards, and certain 
mustard oils were found 
adulterated by mixing with 
soybean oil, he added.

Mostafa stressed that 
while Bangladesh is 
still developing specific 
national limits, the BFSA 
used references from 
international standards, 
such as the European limit 
of 0.75 ppm for acrylamide, 
which many local samples 
exceeded.

He also highlighted 
initiatives to train 
producers in using safer 
alternatives to reduce 
health risks.

He further stressed that 
these efforts are part of 
a data-driven, long-term 
strategy to ensure safe 
and nutritious food for 
the public, build robust 
food safety monitoring, 
and support informed 
policymaking and research.

As per BFSA’s data, the 
extent of adulteration, 
contamination, or low 
nutritional content in 
food samples is on the rise 
in recent years – 8.5% in 
FY 2022-23 and 15.4% in 
2023-24.  

Food Adviser Ali Imam 
Majumder highlighted 
emerging challenges, 
including overuse of 
fertilisers and pesticides in 
cultivation, and the use of 
hormones in livestock for 
higher yields.

BFSA Chairman Zakaria 
said for the first time, 
the BFSA has started 
compiling the test results 
into a database and has 
also initiated efforts to 
publish them online. 
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