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Although electricity access 
is near universal, speakers 
said women continue to 
experience “energy poverty” 
through unpaid labour and 
health risks associated with 
cooking fuels.

MJF Programme Director 
Banasree Mitra Neogi said 
rural women spend more 
than five hours a day on 
cooking and fuel collection, 
reducing time for education, 
income generation and 
leadership roles.

She also said nearly 90 
percent of households still 
rely on biomass fuels, while 
only 28 percent of people 
have access to clean cooking 
fuel, exposing women to 
serious health risks.

The platform further 
said it will work to 
expand women-led 
and community-based 
renewable energy initiatives, 
create employment 
and entrepreneurship 
opportunities for women, 
and strengthen women’s 
participation in just 
transition decision-making.

The launch followed 
the Just Energy Transition 
Conference 2026, 
organised by MJF on 
Sunday, which brought 
together policymakers, 
p r i v a t e - s e c t o r 
representatives, women 
leaders, youth groups, 
marginalised communities 
and grassroots innovators, 
organisers said.

At the conference, WEE-
NET urged the government 
to ensure meaningful 
participation of women and 
marginalised communities 
in energy and climate 
policymaking, phase out 
fossil fuel subsidies in 
favour of renewable energy, 
and stop approvals for new 
coal-, gas- and oil-based 
power plants.

The network also called 
for renewable energy 
targets of 30 percent by 
2030, 40 percent by 2041 
and 100 percent by 2050, 

along with tax waivers on 
solar equipment, duty cuts 
to expand electric mobility, 
and the creation of two 
million jobs for women 
and marginalised groups 
through training, finance 
and technical support.

The 33 organisations 
under the platform 
include Welfare Efforts 
(WE), Dalit Empowerment 
Foundation, Breaking 
The Silence, Bangladesh 
Indigenous Women’s 
Network, Village Education 
Resource Center, UDAYAN, 
ESDO, POPI and ASHIKA 
Development Associates.
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billboards, and loudspeaker 
announcements as 
candidates vie to represent 
the constituency in 
parliament.

Some locals, however, 
are sceptical. Saphor Ali 
Matbor, a resident of 
Gazirchat in his sixties, 
said past MPs failed to 
deliver. 

“We want representatives 
who will work to improve 
living standards, control 
commodity prices, and 
solve gas and water crises,” 
he said.

Jerin Tasnim Boishakhy, 
a JU student and a 
Dhaka-19 voter, said 
election discussions among 
students often focus on 
social media trolling and 
narratives. 

“One major party faces 
criticism over extortion 
allegations. Another is 
questioned over its stance 
on women’s rights and the 
Liberation War. Many were 
initially hopeful about the 
NCP, formed by leaders 
of the July uprising, but 
its sudden alliance with 
Jamaat has left many 
confused,” she said.

In this regard, NCP 
candidate Dilshana Parul 
told The Daily Star, “This 
is a temporary electoral 
alliance, not an ideological 
one. While there are 
differences between 
NCP and Jamaat, there 
is also unity regarding 
the July spirit, reforms, 
justice, and building a new 
Bangladesh.”

She said she was 
receiving strong support 
from local Jamaat-e-
Islami activists. Expressing 
optimism about her 
chances, she noted positive 
responses from female 
garment workers and 
senior citizens.

If elected, Parul pledged 
to establish international-
standard training centres 
for young workers, a 
specialised government 

hospital for labourers, and 
state-run day-care centres 
for working women.

“Within the first 100 
days, I will begin work 
on waste management 
and waterlogging. I will 
free Savar-Ashulia from 
all forms of crime and 
extortion, de-pollute the 
Turag and Bangshi rivers, 
and develop natural parks 
along their banks for 
recreation,” she said.

BNP candidate 
Mohammad Salahuddin 
expressed confidence in 
his chances, calling the 
election “a result of a 17-
year struggle to restore the 
people’s right to vote”. 

“Voters have faith in me 
because I was imprisoned 
and faced numerous 
cases during the previous 
regime,” he said. 

He pledged to 
prioritise the safety of 
female workers, ease 
Savar’s chronic traffic 
congestion, and curb 
river pollution through 
stricter enforcement of 
environmental laws. 

However, he noted a 
major concern. “Since the 
election coincides with a 
long holiday, it may reduce 
turnout, as many garment 
workers might leave for 
their village homes.”

“I am working hard to 
bring voters to polling 
centres and explain the 
importance of voting,” he 
said.

The densely populated 
seat has 7,47,070 voters 
-- 3,79,906 men, 3,67,151 
women, and 13 hijra 
individuals.
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election officials at the 
Shilpakala Academy in 
Barishal city.

Referring to security 
measures, he said a security 
app was successfully used 
during the last two pujas 
and will be used again 
during the election. 

“There are 42,700 polling 
centres countrywide, while 
there were about 33,000 
puja mandaps. The security 
app worked effectively 
there,” he added.

He said that to address 
potential risks, the 
government has increased 
the deployment of security 
forces. Around 1,00,000 
army personnel, 1,50,000 
police personnel, 10,000 
Rab members, 5,000 
navy personnel, 37,000 
borderguards, 5,000 
coastguards and nearly 
6,00,000 Ansar members 
will be deployed nationwide. 

BNCC members will also 
be engaged, he said.

The adviser said body 
cameras will be used by law 
enforcers, alongside CCTV 
cameras, drones and dog 
squads. 

He reiterated that all 
concerned will perform 
duties impartially to ensure 
a credible election.

33% food samples tested unsafe in FY 2024-25
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The BFSA now conducts 
targeted surveillance, 
focusing on high-risk 
products that are widely 
consumed, such as lentils, 
parathas, and snacks, 
and prioritises testing 
products consumed by 
children, including chips 
and items never tested 
before, he also said.

Mostafa drew attention 
to several critical 
product-specific findings. 
For instance, 65% of 
chips tested contained 
acrylamide, a chemical 
that increases with frying 
or burning.

Also, some edible oils 
failed to meet nutritional 
standards, and certain 
mustard oils were found 
adulterated by mixing 
with soybean oil, he 
added.

Mostafa stressed that 
while Bangladesh is 
still developing specific 
national limits, the BFSA 
used references from 
international standards, 
such as the European 
limit of 0.75 ppm for 
acrylamide, which many 
local samples exceeded.

He also highlighted 
initiatives to train 
producers in using safer 
alternatives to reduce 
health risks.

He further stressed that 
these efforts are part of a 
data-driven, long-term 
strategy to ensure safe 
and nutritious food for 
the public, build robust 
food safety monitoring, 
and support informed 
policymaking and 
research.

As per BFSA’s data, the 
extent of adulteration, 

contamination, or low 
nutritional content in 
food samples is on the rise 
in recent years – 8.5% in 
FY 2022-23 and 15.4% in 
2023-24.  

Food Adviser Ali Imam 
Majumder highlighted 
emerging challenges, 
including overuse of 
fertilisers and pesticides 
in cultivation, and the use 
of hormones in livestock 
for higher yields.

He stressed that 
while technological 
interventions in fisheries 
and livestock are necessary 
to boost production, 
these methods must 
not compromise human 
health.

Mohammad Emdad 
Ullah Mian, secretary 
to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, said 
they finalised a 25-

year strategic plan for 
agriculture sector to 
ensure food security and 
availability in the country, 
which takes into account 
both human and non-
human consumption to 
ensure comprehensive 
demand assessment and 
supply planning.

BFSA Chairman 
Zakaria said the authority 
has been testing food 
samples since FY2019–20.

For the first time, 
the BFSA has started 
compiling the test results 
into a database and has 
also initiated efforts to 
publish them online. 
Previously, no database 
was maintained for these 
tests, and the results 
were not made publicly 
available, he added.
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