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Missing 
student found 
dead in Padma
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Munshiganj

The body of a college 
student was recovered 
from the Padma river in 
Munshiganj’s Louhajang 
upazila yesterday.

Abu Naim, son of 
Raihan Uddin of Natore, 
was a second-year student 
of Civil and Marine 
Engineering at the Military 
Institute of Science and 
Technology (MIST).

Fire service sources said 
the body was found about 
40 feet underwater, around 
500 yards away from Pillar-4 
of the Padma Bridge.  

Muhammad Shafiqul 
Islam, deputy assistant 
director of Munshiganj Fire 
Service and Civil Defence, 
said on Saturday, 18 MIST 
students went to see the 
Padma Bridge by boat. 
Three students jumped 
into the river to bathe. Two 
of them managed to swim 
back to the boat, while 
Naim went missing.

Out of context videos
FROM PAGE 3

statement. The viral clip 
was a 10-second extract 
from a speech of more 
than three minutes, 
originally posted on the 
Facebook page of the daily 
Samakal.

In the full video, 
Khan criticises what he 
describes as “religion 
traders”, saying they could 
issue “bizarre and strange 
fatwas” to gain power. He 
adds that people of all 
faiths --Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists, and Christians 
-- would resist such 
attempts through the 
ballot.

Fact-checking platform 
Dismislab said the BNP 
leader was criticising 
a political party, but 
selective editing and 
a misleading headline 

created confusion.
In another instance, 

a portion of a statement 
by BNP-nominated 
Manikganj-1 candidate 
SA Jinnah Kabir was 
circulated with claims that 
he threatened to expel the 
Hindu community and 
Awami League supporters 
if the BNP was not voted 
into power.

The clip was shared on 
the verified Facebook page 
of the Bangladesh Awami 
League, the Basherkella 
page, and several pages 
operating under media 
outlet names. Many users 
shared the video and 
called for his arrest.

Verification shows the 
28-second clip was taken 
out of context from a 
meeting with members of 

the Hindu community in 
Baniajuri union of Ghior 
upazila.

The full eight-minute 
video, posted on Kabir’s 
verified Facebook profile, 
shows him criticising 
Jamaat-e-Islami for its 
role during the 1971 
Liberation War, including 
allegations of targeting 
Sanatan followers.

“The video does not 
show threats against 
followers of the Sanatan 
religion; it is criticism 
of Jamaat-e-Islami that 
has been misleadingly 
presented by removing 
context,” Dismislab said.

Election observers say 
such incidents point to a 
broader trend of religious 
rhetoric being selectively 
framed to polarise voters.

Khurshida 
Haque’s death 
anniv today
CITY DESK

Today is the 
15th death 
anniversary 
of 
Khurshida 
Haque, a social worker 
and wife of late MA 
Haque, a former minister, 
founder president of the 
Bangladesh Association of 
International Recruiting 
Agencies, and founder of 
the Police Welfare Society.

On the occasion, food 
will be distributed among 
the orphans. Special prayers 
will be offered at mosques, 
said a press release.

Her relatives, friends, and 
well-wishers are requested 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.

neglected stakeholders.
She warned that 

education policies often 
change with governments 
and called for safeguards 
against arbitrary shifts. 

Fauzia also stressed the 
importance of cultural 
and physical education 
alongside technical 
learning and urged 
stronger action against 
violence against women 
and child marriage, which 
she identified as major 
causes of girls dropping 
out of school.

Mohammad Golam 
Kibria, co-chair of 
the Education Local 
Consultative Group, said 
the National Education 
Policy 2010 needs urgent 
review and alignment 
with skills development 
and non-formal education 
frameworks. 

He also highlighted the 
need for decentralisation, 
better use of education 
data and stronger budget 
execution.

Khondaker Golam 
Moazzem, research 
director at the Centre 
for Policy Dialogue, said 
Bangladesh is lagging 
behind on SDG indicators 
despite gains in enrolment 
and lower dropout rates. 

He warned that literacy 
levels hovering around 
50 percent raise serious 
concerns about readiness 
for STEM education, and 
said planning must now 
move beyond SDGs given 
the limited time left to 
meet current targets.

From a humanitarian 
perspective, Gaza-

returned physician and 
aid worker Nahrin Ahmed 
said education, health 
and protection must 
be addressed together 
through a multi-sector 
approach, particularly for 
women and children in 
crises.

Participants also 
stressed the need to protect 
educational institutions 
in disaster-prone areas, 
expand job-oriented and 
modern courses aligned 
with labour market 
needs, strengthen local-
level decision-making, 
and bring madrasas, 
kindergartens and NGO-
run schools under a 
mandatory registration 
framework.

Chairing the 
programme, CAMPE 
Executive Director 
Rasheda K Chowdhury 
said education policies are 
often imposed from the 
top without consulting 
students or parents, leaving 
learners most affected 
by frequent changes in 
textbooks and assessment 
systems.

She reiterated the 
demand for a unified 
education law, noting 
that the absence of 
mandatory registration 
has allowed many 
madrasas, kindergartens 
and English-medium 
schools to operate without 
effective oversight. 

She also stressed that 
education and health 
must be treated as priority 
sectors to safeguard the 
country’s demographic 
dividend.
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He called for an immediate 
taskforce to draft an 
education sector plan, 
which should eventually 
lead to a permanent 
education commission 
established through law to 
prevent policy shifts with 
changes in government.

Prof Manzoor said 
universal schooling cannot 
be achieved through 
partial measures such as 
extending compulsory 
education only up to Class 
VIII. Instead, the entire 
system -- particularly 
secondary education -- 
must be brought under 
a unified planning 
framework.

He also said curriculum 
changes alone would not 
deliver results without 
addressing implementation 
failures. 

“Before talking about 
new curricula, we must ask 
whether we can implement 
what we already have,” 
said Prof Manzoor, who 
also serves as an adviser to 
CAMPE.

Presenting the keynote 
paper, CAMPE Programme 
Manager Abdur Rauf said 
enrolment has increased, 
but learning outcomes 
remain poor due to 
poverty, child labour, child 
marriage, climate risks, 
infrastructure gaps and 
teacher shortages. These 
challenges continue to 
leave marginalised groups 
behind.

He urged the next 
government to allocate 
4–6 percent of GDP to 
education, introduce a 
universal mid-day meal 
programme at primary 
and secondary levels, 
strengthen teacher 
capacity and status, and 
ensure foundational 
literacy and numeracy at 
the primary stage.

Fauzia Moslem, 
president of Bangladesh 
Mohila Parishad, said 
frequent curriculum 
changes in recent years 
have created confusion 
among students, teachers 
and parents, with learners 
becoming the most 

Policy reversals, underfunding hurting edn

 Fishers from different villages in Rajshahi wade into a shrinking canal near Kaliganj Bridge in Tanore upazila, 
using poloi -- a traditional bamboo fish trap. As canals continue to dry up across the Barind region, they hurry 
to catch what they can before it’s too late. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN


