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Series of fires at 
households sparks 
panic in Mirsarai
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A series of fires at houses and land belonging to 
members of the Hindu community in Mirsarai upazila of 
Chattogram has caused panic among locals.

Locals and police said houses were set on fire in the 
Dhar Para area of Jafrabad village under Wahedpur 
union. No casualties have been reported so far, police said.

Mirsarai police confirmed two fire incidents and said 
they are working to uncover the truth. 

Locals and victims, however, said the incidents 
occurred between January 23 and January 29, from 
6:00am to 7:00pm, claiming that six to seven fires have 
taken place so far.

DHAKA MONDAY FEBRUARY 2, 2026 

MAGH 19, 1432 BS        4
Begum 
Waheeda 
Wasiuddin 
passes away
CITY DESK

B e g u m 
W a h e e d a 
Wasiuddin, 
wife of 
late Lt Gen 
Khwaja Wasiuddin, passed 
away in Maryland, USA, on 
January 27. She was 92, 
said a press release.

She is survived by 
three sons, one daughter, 
grandchildren, and a host 
of relatives.

Her namaz-e-janaza will 
be held today after the Zohr 
prayers at Dilkusha Masjid 
in Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka, 
after her body is brought 
home.  

Her family has requested 
everyone to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.

HC issues rule over
FROM PAGE 3

child, he was subjected to 
a horrific human rights 

violation.”
“After all these years, 

the court has finally 
reopened the door for a 
proper investigation and 
moved closer to a formal 
declaration that his 
fundamental rights were 
violated, as well as an order 
to compensate him for the 
harm he has suffered,” she 
said.

This journey toward 
justice could not progress 
for the past 15 years due 
to repeated attempts to 
suppress the truth, she also 
said, adding that although 
the HC had earlier issued 
several directives for 
investigation and ordered 
that all medical treatment 
be provided by the state, 
those orders were never 
properly implemented.

Barrister Sara Hossain 
also thanked media 
professionals, saying, 
“It was the journalists 
who first broke this story 
-- revealing how Limon 
Hossain was shot by Rab, 
left in a hospital, and 
then falsely implicated in 
multiple fabricated cases. 
Without the media’s role, 
this story might never have 
come to light.”

A team of Rab-8, led 
by then deputy assistant 
director Lutfor Rahman, 
reportedly shot Limon in 
the left leg while he was 
fetching his family’s pet 
calf from a field near their 
house in Chhaturia village 
of Jhalakathi on March 23, 
2011.

On the same day, Lutfor 
Rahman filed two cases 
against Limon and several 
others with Rajapur 
Police Station on charges 
of possessing arms and 
ammunition, obstructing 
law enforcers from 
discharging their duties, 
and attempted murder. 
Later, Limon’s wounded leg 
had to be amputated.

Limon’s mother filed a 
case against six Rab men 
on April 11, 2011.

Rajapur police initially 
refused to record the case 
even after a court order. 
However, they recorded 
it on April 26 following a 
48-hour deadline set by a 
Jhalakathi court. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The health ministry has directed all 
field-level health administrations to 
ensure that tobacco products are not 
sold within a 100-metre radius of 
health facilities.

It also asked them to keep all 
hospitals, clinics, health centres and 
adjoining areas tobacco-free in line 
with the anti-tobacco law, which was 
recently made stricter.

The ministry sent a letter in 
this regard to all directors and 
superintendents of hospitals, civil 
surgeons, and upazila health and 
family planning officers on January 
29, a ministry official said yesterday. 

The move came more than a 
month after the interim government 
amended the Smoking and Tobacco 
Products Usage (Control) Act, 
expanding the definition of tobacco 
products and introducing several 
new provisions to control their use, 

particularly emerging ones.
The new ordinance banned the 

sale of tobacco products within a 
100-metre radius of educational 
institutions, hospitals, playgrounds 
and children’s parks.

“The directive was issued in 
line with the ordinance, asking 
health authorities to ensure its full 
implementation,” said the official, 
who wished not to be named.

The original 2005 regulation 
designated hospitals as public places 
where smoking had been prohibited 
and stipulated a Tk 50 fine for 
violations. The fine was later increased 
to Tk 300 through an amendment in 
2013.

The ordinance raised the fine to 
Tk 2,000 for both smoking and the 
intake of any kind of tobacco-based 
products in designated public places.

The ministry also asked health 
facility authorities to display placards 
prohibiting smoking.

Tobacco sales banned 

near health facilities

Azmi recounts 
ordeal during 
ICT-1 testimony
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Brig Gen (retd) Abdullahil Amaan Azmi, a victim 
of enforced disappearance, yesterday testified 
before the International Crimes Tribunal-1 as the 
third prosecution witness in a case over enforced 
disappearance and illegal confinement of 24 victims 
at the Joint Interrogation Cell (JIC), operated by the 
Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI) 
during the Awami League regime.

In the testimony, Azmi said he was held in 
a pitch-dark cell without natural light or air, 
completely cut off from the outside world for 
2,908 days, and was subjected to relentless 
physical and mental suffering, denied proper food 
and medical care, and forced to endure constant, 
jarring mechanical noise that caused headaches 
and reduced his hearing capacity considerably.

The noise was deliberately used to block 
outside sounds and ensure that screams during 
interrogations could not be heard beyond the 
facility, he added.

Azmi is the son of late Ghulam Azam, former 
Jamaat-e-Islami chief who was convicted for war 
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BURNING BODIES IN ASHULIA

ICT-2 to deliver 
verdict on Feb 5
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-2 is set to 
deliver its first verdict on February 5 in a crimes 
against humanity case over the killing of seven 
people, including the burning of six bodies, 
during the July 2024 uprising in Ashulia.

A three-member tribunal led by Justice Md 
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury announced the date 
yesterday.

The tribunal declared the case ready for a 
verdict on January 20 after arguments from both 
the prosecution and the defence concluded.

Of the 16 accused in the case, eight are 
currently in custody while the remaining eight are 
absconding. The accused include former Awami 
League lawmaker from Savar Muhammad Saiful 
Islam, former Dhaka Range DIG Syed Nurul Islam, 
and former Dhaka SP Md Asaduzzaman Ripon.

Meanwhile, ICT-1 yesterday took cognisance 
of two sets of formal charges in separate crimes 
against humanity cases.

In one case, charges were pressed against eight 
SEE PAGE 9 COL 7

Farmer Md Habib carries washed and bundled Boro paddy seedlings to a field for transplanting at 
Moddhokorapur village in Barishal Sadar upazila. Sown in the Bengali month of Magh, the crop is expected 
to be harvested in early Joishthya. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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Voter 
turnout 
for the 
February 
12 election 
may surpass 
55 percent, 
the turnout rate for the 
1991 elections, said Foreign 
Adviser Touhid Hossain.

He made the remark 
on the concluding day of 
the two-day training on 
election reporting jointly 
organised by the Diplomatic 
C o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
Association Bangladesh 
(DCAB) and MRDI at a 
Dhaka hotel yesterday.

Responding to queries 
about Awami League’s 
campaign for boycotting 
the polls and “no” voting 
for the referendum, Touhid 
said Jamaat and NCP 
actively campaigned for 
the referendum, while 
some local BNP leaders 
supported it. BNP central 
leadership was less 
vocal. However, now the 
confusion has been cleared 
as BNP Chairman Tarique 
Rahman has supported it.

“People will read the 
conditions and then 
decide how to vote, but 
realistically, most will vote 
along party lines,” he said.

Regarding turnout, he 
said, “Whether abstention 
will be higher this time, 
I cannot say. In the 1991 
election, voter turnout was 
55 percent. From what I 
see, turnout may be higher 
this time.”

Regarding foreigners’ 
concerns over violence 
during elections, he 
said, “Even if parties do 
not instigate violence, 
individual-level incidents 
can occur. We will continue 
trying to minimise such 
incidents.”

Feb 12 voter 
turnout may 
surpass 1991 
polls: Touhid
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