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Begum Feb 12 voter Azmi recounts

Waheeda
Wasiuddin
passes away

CITY DESK

Begum

Waheeda &
Wasiuddin, -
wife of A

late Lt Gen

Khwaja Wasiuddin, passed
away in Maryland, USA, on
January 27. She was 92,
said a press release.

She is survived by
three sons, one daughter,
grandchildren, and a host
of relatives.

Her namaz-e-janaza will
be held today after the Zohr
prayers at Dilkusha Masjid
in Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka,
after her body is brought
home.

Her family has requested
everyone to pray for the

Farmer Md Habib carries washed and bundled Boro paddy seedlings to a field for transplanting at

turnout may
surpass 1991
polls: Touhid

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

Voter
turnout
for the
February
12 election
may surpass
55 percent,
the turnout rate for the
1991 clections, said Foreign
Adviser Touhid Hossain.
He made the remark
on the concluding day of
the two-day training on
election reporting jointly
organisedby the Diplomatic
Correspondents
Association  Bangladesh
(DCAB) and MRDI at a
Dhaka hotel yesterday.
Responding to queries
about Awami League’s

ordeal during
ICT-1 testimony

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Brig Gen (retd) Abdullahil Amaan Azmi, a victim
of enforced disappearance, yesterday testified
before the International Crimes Tribunal-1 as the
third prosecution witness in a case over enforced
disappearance and illegal confinement of 24 victims
at the Joint Interrogation Cell (JIC), operated by the
Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI)
during the Awami League regime.

In the testimony, Azmi said he was held in
a pitch-dark cell without natural light or air,
completely cut off from the outside world for
2,908 days, and was subjected to relentless
physical and mental suffering, denied proper food
and medical care, and forced to endure constant,
jarring mechanical noise that caused headaches
and reduced his hearing capacity considerably.

The noise was deliberately used to block
outside sounds and ensure that screams during
interrogations could not be heard beyond the
facility, he added.

Azmi is the son of late Ghulam Azam, former

salvation of the departed

| Moddhokorapur village in Barishal Sadar upazila. Sown in the Bengali month of Magh, the crop is expected
soul.

to be harvested in early Joishthya. The photo was taken recently.

Jamaat-e-Islami chief who was convicted for war
SEE PAGE 9 COL 4

campaign for boycotting
the polls and “no” voting
for the referendum, Touhid
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said Jamaat and NCP
Series of fires at Tobacco sales banned i i BURNING BODIES IN ASHULIA

some local BNP leaders
supported it. BNP central
leadership was less
vocal. However, now the
confusion has been cleared
as BNP Chairman Tarique
Rahman has supported it.

“People will read the
conditions and then
decide how to vote, but
realistically, most will vote
along party lines,” he said.

Regarding turnout, he
said, “Whether abstention
will be higher this time,
I cannot say. In the 1991
election, voter turnout was
55 percent. From what I
see, turnout may be higher

ICT-2 to deliver
verdict on Feb 5

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

near health facilities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

households sparks
panic in Mirsarai

particularly emerging ones.

The new ordinance banned the
sale of tobacco products within a
100-metre radius of educational
institutions, hospitals, playgrounds

The health ministry has directed all
field-level health administrations to
ensure that tobacco products are not
sold within a 100-metre radius of and children’s parks.
health facilities. “The directive was issued in
It also asked them to keep all line with the ordinance, asking
hospitals, clinics, health centres and health authorities to ensure its full
adjoining areas tobacco-free in line implementation,” said the official,
with the anti-tobacco law, which was  who wished not to be named.
recently made stricter. The original 2005 regulation
The ministry sent a letter in designated hospitals as public places
this regard to all directors and where smoking had been prohibited
superintendents of hospitals, civil and stipulated a Tk 50 fine for

The International Crimes Tribunal-2 is set to
deliver its first verdict on February 5 in a crimes
against humanity case over the killing of seven
people, including the burning of six bodies,
during the July 2024 uprising in Ashulia.

A three-member tribunal led by Justice Md
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury announced the date
yesterday.

The tribunal declared the case ready for a
verdict on January 20 after arguments from both
the prosecution and the defence concluded.

Of the 16 accused in the case, eight are

A series of fires at houses and land belonging to
members of the Hindu community in Mirsarai upazila of
Chattogram has caused panic among locals.

Locals and police said houses were set on fire in the
Dhar Para area of Jafrabad village under Wahedpur
union. No casualties have been reported so far, police said.

Mirsarai police confirmed two fire incidents and said
they are working to uncover the truth.

Locals and victims, however, said the incidents
occurred between January 23 and January 29, from

6:00am to 7:00pm, claiming that six to seven fires have surgeons, and upazila health and violations. The fine was later increased this time.” currently in custody while the remaining eight are
taken place so far. family planning officers on January to Tk 300 through an amendment in Regarding  foreigners’ absconding. The accused include former Awami
29, a ministry official said yesterday. 2013. concerns  over  violence League lawmaker from Savar Muhammad Saiful

The move came more than a The ordinance raised the fine to during clections, he Islam, former Dhaka Range DIG Syed Nurul Islam,

month after the interim government Tk 2,000 for both smoking and the said, “Even il parties do and former Dhaka SP Md Asaduzzaman Ripon.

B ... crmational Holdings Dmited 1| 1 the Smoking and Tobacco mak of any lomd of e posed  nol s vence Meanhile, ICT 1 yesinday o0k coniance
Contact: 830171156723, 4017 L8681 3, §5-01762001083, Enail: ot usisdbals nes Products Usage (Control) Act, products in designated public places. individual level incidents of two sets of formal Charges in separate crimes
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

can occur. We will continue
trying to minimise such
incidents.” ggg pAGE 9 COL 4

expanding the definition of tobacco
products and introducing several

The ministry also asked health
facility authorities to display placards

against humanity cases.
In one case, charges were pressed against eight
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REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

reopened the door for a

proper investigation and

A moved closer to a formal

E Ba ngladESh declaration  that  his
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For Grounds Equipment's & Machineries W Cricket Board | | vl o e

Ref No: BCB/Admin/T&P/Grounds/ 2026/45 Date: 02* February 2026 | | (0 compensate him for the

- Q ” o
The Bangladesh Cricket Board hereby invites reputed, experienced & bona fide arganizations, Authorized Distributors/ harm he has suffered,” she
Dealers, suppliers, manufacturers for the supply of Grounds Equipment's & Machineries for BCB. A detailed techmical said.
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@ | Cutting Machine Seif-Propelling | Hand Push left in a hospital, and 15 7-ob : AT RS, TfEe wFEmeE = wfEm san i T
. {Walk-Behind) Cutting Width 46.cm ToNos | gppe then falsely implicated in
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However, they recorded
it on April 26 following a

48 hour deadli b e g et
-hour deadline set by a a8
Jhalakathi court. X J
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