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Venezuela police,
military back

interim president
Rubio upbeat on co-op

AFP, Caracas

Ukraine receives
1,000 bodies
from Russia

EU warns drone, missile
strikes push Ukraine towards
‘humanitarian catastrophe’

Venezuela’s military and police pledged loyalty
Wednesday to interim president Delcy Rodriguez,
whom the United States kept in power after
ousting Nicolas Maduro.

The pledge signifies the support of a key bastion
behind Maduro - the military -- as he braved US
pressure and sanctions against his leftwing regime
since succeeding Hugo Chavez in 2013.

As Rodriguez tries to shore up support for her
leadership, the 56-year-old is walking a tight wire,
seeking to please both Maduro loyalists and US
President Donald Trump.

remains of people that Moscow said were Ukrainian
soldiers killed fighting the Kremlin’s army.

The exchange of prisoners of war and the remains
of Kkilled soldiers is one of the few remaining areas of
cooperation between Kyiv and Moscow, which invaded
Ukraine in February 2022.

“Today, repatriation measures took place, under which
1,000 bodies of the deceased, which the Russian side
claims belong to Ukrainian defenders, were returned
to Ukraine,” Kyiv's Coordination Headquarters for the
Treatment of Prisoners of War, said in a statement on
social media.

Kremlin aide Vladimir Medinsky confirmed an exchange
had taken place, writing on Telegram that the Russian side
had received the remains of 38 killed Russian soldiers.

Meanwhile, FU top diplomat Kaja Kallas warned
yesterday that Ukraine was facing a “humanitarian
catastrophe” as Russian strikes cut power in frigid winter
conditions.

Kallas said that despite US-led talks to end the war in
Abu Dhabi Russia was “bombing Ukrainians, trying to
bomb and freeze them to surrender”.

“I's a very hard winter and Ukrainians are really
suffering. There is a humanitarian catastrophe coming
there,” she said at the start of an EU meeting in Brussels.

Russia has stepped up its strikes against Ukraine’s power
and heating infrastructure, plunging residents into darkness
and cold as temperatures have dropped as low as -20C.

The EU is looking to step up support for Ukraine’s
power grid and is preparing a new round of sanctions on
Moscow for the fourth anniversary of its invasion next
month.

Mourners carry the body of a Palestinian, who medics said was killed by Israeli gunfire, during a funeral at
Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. Health officials said Israeli fire killed at

least two Palestinians. PHOTO: REUTERS

Iran ready for all military scenarios
Says IRGC as EU, Trump intensify pressure

AGENCIES potential military action.

Naeini accused the United States
of waging psychological warfare
against Iran in recent days, saying
Washington has relied on coercion
and intimidation to spread fear
among the Iranian public.

Iran’s army yesterday added
1,000 drones to its combat
regiments as its chief vowed a
“crushing response” to any attack,
state television reported.

European Union foreign ministers,
meanwhile, adopted new sanctions on

Iranyesterday targeting individualsand
entities involved in a violent crackdown
on protesters and in the country’s
support to Russia, EU diplomats said.

The ministers are also expected
to reach a political agreement to
include Iran’s IRGC on the bloc’s list
of terrorist organisations.

Turkey will offer to mediate
between Washington and Tehran
during a visit by Iran’s foreign minister
today, officials said, as Ankara
considers reinforcing security along
its border should the dispute escalate.

“We swear absolute loyalty and subordination,”
said Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino, who
presented Rodriguez with the ceremonial baton
and sword of independence hero Simon Bolivar.

Venezuela’s  powerful interior  minister,
Diosdado Cabello, pledged loyalty on behalf of
police forces. The pledge came as more than 3,000
troops and police in uniform filed past Venezuela’s
first female leader and commander in chief.

Meanwhile, Venezuela’s main opposition leader
on Wednesday cast doubt on the trustworthiness
of Rodriguez, whom Washington is working with
following a military intervention.

Guard Corps (IRGC) said yesterday
the country’s armed forces are fully
prepared to respond to any military
scenario, according to Iran’s state
news agency IRNA.

Quoting IRGC spokesperson
Brigadier General Ali Mohammad
Naeini, IRNA reported that detailed
action plans are in place to counter
what Tehran describes as hostile
moves by its adversaries, including
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The actual cause of the
death would be known
after getting the post
mortem report, he added.

Meanwhile, EC Senior
Secretary Akhtar Ahmed,

be examined to determine
how the incident unfolded
and whether it could have
been avoided.

“Why did one party
occupy all the chairs before

beefed up.

With the national election
just two weeks away, the
government urged all political
parties, including BNP and
Jamaat, o demonstrate

Strengthening  Thoughts
for Industry and Trade of
Bangladesh”, organised by
the party at a city hotel last
night.

A large number of

compensate factory owners
for the reduced working
hours.

He further pledged to
improve the law and order
situation if Jamaat wins
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bureaucratic red tape, and
improve the ease of doing
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even sell the house because
there are no buyers,” Azad

order and give ministers
more freedom to work.
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