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Israel seeks ‘more exits than 
entries’ at Rafah crossing
AGENCIES

As preparations accelerate for the partial Israeli 
reopening of Gaza’s Rafah border crossing, tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, a simmering dispute has 
erupted between Egypt and Israel regarding which and 
how many Palestinians may leave and return.

Many are seeking urgent medical attention that 
cannot be found in a healthcare system decimated by 
Israel in its more than two-year genocidal war. Others 
want to reunite with family or pursue an education, all 
put on hold because of the war.

According to a report by Israel’s public broadcaster 

Kan on Wednesday, Israeli negotiators have presented 
a condition regarding the flow of travellers: that the 
number of Palestinians leaving Gaza and entering 
Egypt through the crossing must exceed the number 
of those permitted to enter.

The broadcaster reported that Egyptian officials 
rejected this asymmetric formula, insisting on an 
“equal ratio” of entries and exits, reports Al Jazeera 
online.  

Cairo reportedly fears that Tel Aviv’s position is 
a calculated attempt to engineer emigration and 
permanently reduce Gaza’s population.
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Ukraine receives 
1,000 bodies 
from Russia
EU warns drone, missile 
strikes push Ukraine towards 
‘humanitarian catastrophe’

AFP, Kyiv

Kyiv said yesterday that it had received from Russia 1,000 
remains of people that Moscow said were Ukrainian 
soldiers killed fighting the Kremlin’s army.

The exchange of prisoners of war and the remains 
of killed soldiers is one of the few remaining areas of 
cooperation between Kyiv and Moscow, which invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022.

“Today, repatriation measures took place, under which 
1,000 bodies of the deceased, which the Russian side 
claims belong to Ukrainian defenders, were returned 
to Ukraine,” Kyiv’s Coordination Headquarters for the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War, said in a statement on 
social media.

Kremlin aide Vladimir Medinsky confirmed an exchange 
had taken place, writing on Telegram that the Russian side 
had received the remains of 38 killed Russian soldiers.

Meanwhile, EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas warned 
yesterday that Ukraine was facing a “humanitarian 
catastrophe” as Russian strikes cut power in frigid winter 
conditions.

Kallas said that despite US-led talks to end the war in 
Abu Dhabi Russia was “bombing Ukrainians, trying to 
bomb and freeze them to surrender”.

“It’s a very hard winter and Ukrainians are really 
suffering. There is a humanitarian catastrophe coming 
there,” she said at the start of an EU meeting in Brussels.

Russia has stepped up its strikes against Ukraine’s power 
and heating infrastructure, plunging residents into darkness 
and cold as temperatures have dropped as low as -20C.

The EU is looking to step up support for Ukraine’s 
power grid and is preparing a new round of sanctions on 
Moscow for the fourth anniversary of its invasion next 
month.

US closely watching 
China shake-up: Rubio
AFP, Washington

The United States is closely watching 
developments in China after the removal 
of a top general, Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said Wednesday, as he pointed to 
corruption as the cause.

Rumors had swirled about the 
reasons for the probe before Saturday’s 
announcement in China, where President 
Xi Jinping has launched a sweeping drive 
stated as aiming to root out graft.

Rubio said that the firing of the general 
was “part of a pattern we’ve seen over the 
last few years, which is a purge in their 
military.”

“They’re spending a lot of money on 
their military and obviously some of these 
guys are stealing that money and they’re 
trying to address that,” Rubio told the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

“It’s an issue internally in their system. 
They’re obviously not sharing with us or 

talking to us in depth about any of that, 
but it’s certainly something we watch with 
interest,” Rubio said.

China announced Saturday that Zhang 
Youxia, the senior vice chairman of its 
powerful Central Military Commission, 
and another senior official were being put 
under investigation for “serious violations 
of discipline.”

Xi, often described as the most powerful 
Chinese leader in decades, has championed 
crackdowns on corruption since taking 
office more than a decade ago.

Meanwhile, Washington’s top envoy in 
Beijing signaled business ties between the 
world’s two biggest economies are on more 
solid ground after their trade war truce last 
October.

Ambassador David Perdue reportedly 
told a closed-door meeting of business 
leaders in Hong Kong that the US and 
China had made progress on several 
agreements.

Mourners carry the body of a Palestinian, who medics said was killed by Israeli gunfire, during a funeral at 
Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. Health officials said Israeli fire killed at 
least two Palestinians. PHOTO: REUTERS

Local residents hold placards during a protest against soaring electricity prices outside the Ministry of Energy in Damascus, Syria, yesterday.
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WFP terminates 
all staff contracts 
in Yemen

AFP, Sanaa

The World Food Programme (WFP) is ending the 
contracts of all 365 staff in Houthi-controlled 
Yemen, a UN official told AFP yesterday, effectively 
ending operations in a zone gravely afflicted by 
hunger.

The United Nations agency suspended work in 
rebel-held areas in late August after the Iran-backed 
Houthis detained 38 employees in a series of raids, 
the official said, requesting anonymity.

“These circumstances, combined with a 
challenging funding environment, have resulted in 
the need for WFP to end the contracts of 365 staff 
members” from the end of March, he said.

The 365 Yemeni employees constitute “all the 
WFP members in the areas under the control of 
the de facto Houthi authorities”, the official added. 
International staff have already been pulled out.

Around 19.5 million people in Yemen -- more than 
half the population -- were in need of humanitarian 
assistance in 2025, according to UN figures. Most 
Yemenis live under Houthi rule. In November, 
the WFP and the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization named Yemen as one of the countries 
with populations at “imminent risk of catastrophic 
hunger”.

Venezuela police, 
military back 
interim president
Rubio upbeat on co-op
AFP, Caracas

Venezuela’s military and police pledged loyalty 
Wednesday to interim president Delcy Rodriguez, 
whom the United States kept in power after 
ousting Nicolas Maduro.

The pledge signifies the support of a key bastion 
behind Maduro -- the military -- as he braved US 
pressure and sanctions against his leftwing regime 
since succeeding Hugo Chavez in 2013.

As Rodriguez tries to shore up support for her 
leadership, the 56-year-old is walking a tight wire, 
seeking to please both Maduro loyalists and US 
President Donald Trump.

“We swear absolute loyalty and subordination,” 
said Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino, who 
presented Rodriguez with the ceremonial baton 
and sword of independence hero Simon Bolivar.

Venezuela’s powerful interior minister, 
Diosdado Cabello, pledged loyalty on behalf of 
police forces. The pledge came as more than 3,000 
troops and police in uniform filed past Venezuela’s 
first female leader and commander in chief.

Meanwhile, Venezuela’s main opposition leader 
on Wednesday cast doubt on the trustworthiness 
of Rodriguez, whom Washington is working with 
following a military intervention.


