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As he left, he reminded 
them, “Vote for whoever 
you believe is honest and 
capable. But make sure you 
vote. It is your power and 
your right.”

The Dhaka-4 
constituency, comprising 
Shyampur and Kadamtali 
thanas, is often described 
by residents as a 
concentration of every 
major urban problem in 
the country.

As Mizanur moved from 
the main road into the 
narrow alleys, a woman in 
her fifties blocked his path. 

She said despite 
having seven voters in her 
impoverished family, they 
had never received benefits 
from government schemes 
such as TCB or OMS. 
Mizanur noted down her 
details before continuing.

The constituency 

includes nine wards -- 47, 
51, 52, 53, 54, 58, 59, 60 
and 61 -- under the Dhaka 
South City Corporation. 
Key landmarks include 
the Mawa Expressway, 
Buriganga Bridge, 
Postogola Cantonment and 
the Shyampur Industrial 
Area.

Home to working-
class and middle-income 
families, the constituency 
has 3,62,506 voters, an 
increase of more than 
1,07,000 since the last 
election. Of them, 1,86,467 
are male, 1,76,034 female, 
and five hijra voters.

Residents cite poverty, 
environmental pollution, 
chronic waterlogging, 
narrow roads, drug abuse, 
extortion, and severe gas 
and water shortages as 
their main concerns.

“Even light rain turns 
our roads into rivers. 

There is no one to take 
action,” said Jahir Ahmed, 
32, a resident of Nama 
Shyampur. 

“Drug abuse and 
extortion are increasing. 
People will vote for whoever 
promises -- and delivers -- 
solutions.”

For many, like a 58-year-
old local businessman, 
the focus is on safety and 
fresh leadership. “We want 
security and a fix for our 
local problems,” he said.

First-time voters at 
Dania Government College 
also highlighted security 
issues. 

“The country’s overall 
security situation feels 
fragile. I want those to 
come to state power who 
have the ability to manage 
the entire nation,” said 
one student, requesting 
anonymity. “Rising crime 
in Jurain must also be 

addressed.”
Among the prominent 

contenders are BNP 
candidate Tanveer Ahmed 
Robin and Jamaat-e-
Islami’s Syed Joynul 
Abedin.

Joynul Abedin, who 
recently resigned from a 
private bank to contest 
the election, said he is 
receiving strong support 
from women, youth, and 
workers. 

“People are tired of 
54 years of corruption 
and extortion. They want 
change,” he told The Daily 
Star. 

He said his campaign 
is based on documented 
grievances, not bare 
rhetoric, and pledged to 
serve as a “servant of the 
people”.

Tanveer Ahmed 
Robin, son of former 
MP Salahuddin Ahmed, 

described Dhaka-4 as 
the most neglected 
constituency in the capital. 

“There are no 
playgrounds, parks, 
community centres or 
healthcare facilities here,” 
he said, alleging that the 
previous Awami League 
government focused 
on looting rather than 
development.

His manifesto includes 
training centres for youth 
and women in every ward, 
reopening closed factories, 
and building libraries to 
help create a drug-free 
society. 

“I am a local. My father 
brought major changes to 
roads and education here. 
If elected, I will remain 
among the people and 
never betray their trust,” he 
said.

Despite political 
competition, Mizanur, 

Joynul and Robin maintain 
cordial relations. 

All three acknowledged 
each other and expressed 
willingness to work 
together to address 
Dhaka-4’s long-standing 
problems.

Other candidates 
include Syed Md Mosaddeq 
Billah (Islami Andolon 
Bangladesh), Mohammad 
Firoz Alam (CPB), Md 
Zakir Hossain (BSD), Sahel 
Ahmed Sohel (Muktijote), 
and Md Abul Kalam Azad 
(Janata Dal).
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cannot be politicised, 
regardless of the political 
party in power.

She said Bangladesh is 
currently facing a crisis 
regarding its international 
image, with visa-related 
complications emerging 
as a major issue. She said 
the next government must 
prioritize these issues.

Former ambassador 
Kamrul Ahsan said 
Bangladesh needs to 
build a strong military for 
deterrence and a strong 
foreign policy.

He said mere anti-Indian 
rhetoric will not benefit 
Bangladesh. “While Dhaka 
should strongly lobby for 
its interests, it should also 
address Delhi’s concerns.”

He suggested 
coordination among foreign 
affairs and commerce 
ministries, and the Economic 
Relations Division, as well 

as collaboration between 
foreign ministry and NSI and 
DGFI for a coherent policy.

Janata Party Bangladesh 
Executive Chairman Golam 
Sarwar Milon stressed 
formulating a national 
foreign policy document 
to ensure continuity 
regardless of the political 
party in power.

CGS Executive Director 
Parvez Karim Abbasi said 
water diplomacy and 
transboundary river issues 
are critical for Bangladesh, 
yet they are not being given 
the necessary attention in 
foreign policy. He suggested 
that the next government 
adopt a well-defined stance 
on these matters.

DU IR Prof Niloy 
Ranjan Biswas said there 
are instances in which 
domestic political division 
led foreign countries to 
influence domestic policies, 
a trend that must end.
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