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Russia demands 
Ukraine cede 
Donbas in talks
REUTERS, Moscow

The Kremlin said yesterday that the issue of territory 
remained fundamental to Russia when it came to 
getting a deal to end the fighting in Ukraine, the state 
TASS news agency reported after trilateral weekend 
talks in Abu Dhabi.

President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly said that 
Russia will take all of Ukraine’s Donbas region - of 
which Moscow’s forces currently control 90 percent - 
by force unless Kyiv gives it up in a peace deal. 

“It’s no secret that this is our consistent position, 
the position of our president, that the territorial 
issue, which is part of the Anchorage formula, is of 
fundamental importance to the Russian side,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov was quoted as saying by the 
TASS state news agency.

The “Anchorage formula” refers to what Russia says 
was agreed between US President Donald Trump and 
Putin at a summit in Alaska last August, according to a 
source close to the Kremlin.

That purported agreement envisages Ukraine 
handing Russia control of all of Donbas and freezing 
the front lines elsewhere in Ukraine’s east and south as 
a condition of any future peace deal. 

World not ready 
for rise in extreme 
heat: scientists
AFP, Paris

Nearly 3.8 billion people could face extreme heat by 
2050 and while tropical countries will bear the brunt 
cooler regions will also need to adapt, scientists said 
yesterday.

Demand for cooling will “drastically” increase in 
giant countries like Brazil, Indonesia and Nigeria, where 
hundreds of millions of people lack air conditioning or 
other means of beating the heat.

But even a moderate increase in hotter days could 
have a “severe impact” in nations not used to such 
conditions like Canada, Russia and Finland, said 
scientists from the University of Oxford.

Hussein Liwa, a displaced Palestinian, drives his war-damaged vehicle while transporting residents in Gaza City. 
The photo was taken Sunday and released yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Historic winter storm 

kills 11 across US
19,000 flights grounded since Saturday; blackout hits a million
AFP, Washington

A monster storm barreling across 
swathes of the United States 
has killed at least 11 people and 
prompted warnings to stay off the 
roads, mass flight cancelations 
and power outages, as freezing 
conditions persisted into yesterday.

As the storm dumped snow, 
sleet and freezing rain across the 
wide expanse, officials cautioned 
that an Arctic air mass behind the 
system would see temperatures fall 
dangerously low for days, prolonging 
disruptions to daily life.

The US National Weather Service 
(NWS) told Americans to expect 
more of the same weather conditions 
into yesterday morning. More than 
one million homes and businesses 
in eight states from Texas to the 
Carolinas were without electricity at 
the height of the storm on Sunday.

Air traffic tracking site showed 
more than 19,000 flights into 

and out of the country had been 
scrapped since Saturday.

New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani 
said five people were found dead 
outside over the weekend in freezing 
temperatures. While he did not 
confirm the deaths were weather-
related, he told reporters “there is 
no more powerful reminder of the 
danger of extreme cold.”

In Texas, authorities confirmed 
three deaths, including a 16-year-old 
girl killed in a sledding accident.

Two people died in Louisiana 

from hypothermia, the southern 
state’s health department said.

In Tennessee, where a band of ice 
has downed power lines, more than 
300,000 residential and commercial 
customers were without electricity, 
while Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Georgia -- where such storms are less 
common -- each had over 100,000 
outages.

The outages are particularly 
dangerous as the South is being 
walloped by treacherous cold that 
the NWS warns could set records.

Authorities from Texas to North 
Carolina and New York urged 
residents to stay home due to the 
perilous conditions. “Stay off the 
roads unless absolutely necessary,” 
Texas’s Emergency Management 
Division posted on X.

The storm was moving Sunday 
into the northeast, dumping snow 
and sleet on heavily populated cities 
including Philadelphia, New York 
and Boston.

18 killed as ferry 
sinks in southern 
Philippines
24 missing; 317 rescued
AFP, Manila

A ferry with more than 350 people onboard sank 
early yesterday in choppy seas off the southern 
Philippines, killing at least 18 and leaving 24 still 
missing, the coast guard said.

The MV Trisha Kerstin 3 issued a distress signal 
around 1:50 am (1750 GMT Sunday), a bit over four 
hours after it departed the Port of Zamboanga 
City on the southwestern tip of Mindanao, the 
coast guard said in a statement.

Video released by the governor of Basilan 
province showed barefoot survivors being 

wrapped in blankets and placed on 
gurneys, while victims of the 

sinking were carried past in 
body bags.

The triple-decker vessel 
went down on nearly 
the same route where 31 
people died in 2023 after 
a fire aboard the Lady 

Mary Joy 3 ferry. Both 
ships were owned by locally 

based Aleson Shipping Lines.
“Based on the account of 

some survivors, the waters in the 
area were rough at the time,” Philippine Coast 
Guard spokeswoman Noemie Cayabyab said in 
a televised interview. In its statement, the coast 
guard said the ferry had not been overloaded.

At least 317 people have so far been rescued, 
according to the most recent tally by the Philippine 
Coast Guard, with 18 confirmed dead and 24 still 
unaccounted for amid rescue operation.

Sheryl Balondo, a rescuer in Isabela City, one 
of two municipalities where survivors were being 
taken, said their office had received more than 100 
phone calls from concerned family members.

“There’s a tug in our hearts whenever we pick 
up a call. Their voices sounded worried,” she said. 
“What we can only say is that, as of now, we don’t 
have the final list (of names), because the search 
and retrieval operation is ongoing.”

The 44-metre ferry went down about five 
kilometres east of Baluk-Baluk Island, part 
of Basilan province chain of islands off the 
Zamboanga peninsula.


