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MINNEAPOLIS SHOOTING

Reactions to the 
second killing by 
US federal agents
AFP, Minneapolis

The killing of a US citizen by federal immigration agents in 
Minneapolis on Saturday triggered a wave of criticism, from 
family members and local leaders to Hollywood stars.

Federal agents shot Alex Pretti, a 37-year-old intensive 
care nurse, less than three weeks after an Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officer shot and killed 
Renee Good, also 37, in her car.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said 
Pretti was found to be carrying a pistol and ammunition, 
but cell phone footage of the incident has raised serious 
questions about the federal government’s description of 
the incident.

LOCAL LEADERS
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz called the shooting 
“horrific” and demanded state authorities lead the 
investigation. “The federal government cannot be trusted 

to lead this investigation. The state will handle it, period,” 
Walz told a news conference.

Senator Bill Cassidy, a Louisiana Republican, wrote on 
X: “The events in Minneapolis are incredibly disturbing. 
The credibility of ICE and DHS are at stake.”

“There must be a full joint federal and state investigation. 
We can trust the American people with the truth.”

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey urged President Donald 
Trump to end the immigration operation, which has 
sparked sometimes violent demonstrations.

FAMILY AND COLLEAGUES
Pretti’s parents said in a statement he was “a kindhearted 
soul who cared deeply for his family and friends.”

“The sickening lies told about our son by the 
administration are reprehensible and disgusting,” they 
said. “Alex is clearly not holding a gun when attacked by 
Trump’s murdering and cowardly ICE thugs.”

Dimitri Drekonja, chief of the Infectious Diseases 
Section at the Minneapolis Veterans Affairs hospital and 
a colleague of Pretti, called him “a good kind person who 
lived to help.”

ANTI-STATE POSTS

Pak sentences 
rights activist to 
17 years
REUTERS, Islamabad

A Pakistani court on Saturday convicted a human 
rights activist and lawyer, Imaan Mazari and her 
husband on charges of anti-state social media 
posts, handing them sentences totalling 17 years, 
a court order said.

“The prosecution has been able to prove its 
case,” said the court order seen by Reuters. 

Mazari, a vocal critic of Pakistan’s powerful 
military, and her husband were convicted on three 
counts and sentenced to five-year, 10-year and 
two-year jail terms that will run concurrently, the 
court said. 

Mazari and her husband, Hadi Ali Chattha, 
who is also a lawyer, have previously denied the 
charges, saying they were being persecuted for 
raising their voice against disappearances of 
nationalist activists, which they blamed on the 
military, a charge the army denies. 

Human rights groups have questioned the trial, 
raising concerns over shrinking space for civil 
rights, freedom of speech and political dissent in 
the nation of 240 million. 

MYANMAR POLLS

Military allies 
head for 
landslide win
REUTERS

Myanmar’s junta chief 
yesterday dismissed 
foreign criticism of the 
war-torn country’s general 
election as a final round 
of voting took place, with 
the military-backed party 
having secured a majority 
of seats in previous rounds.

The Union Solidarity and 
Development Party has won 
193 of 209 seats in the lower 
house and 52 of 78 seats in 
the upper house after two 
rounds held on December 
28 and January 11. 

Voter turnout was 
around 55 percent in each 
round, sharply lower than 
levels of about 70 percent 
in the 2020 and 2015 
elections.

Major opposition 
groups are not contesting 
the polls.

Military intervention 
in Iran ‘not the 
preferred option’
Says French minister

AFP, Paris

Military intervention in Iran, where authorities 
launched a deadly crackdown on protesters that 

killed thousands, is not France’s preferred 
option, its armed forces minister said 

yesterday.
“I think we must support the 

Iranian people in any way we 
can,” Alice Rufo said on the 
political broadcast “Le Grand 
Jury”.

But “a military intervention 
is not the preferred option” for 

France, she said, adding it was 
“up to the Iranian people to rid 

themselves of this regime”. 
Rufo lamented how hard it was to “document 

mass crimes Iranian regime has carried out against 
its population” due to a internet shutdown.

Pretti did not brandish gun
Witnesses, under oath, say he tried to help a woman 

shoved by US federal agents
AGENCIES

Two witnesses to the killing of Alex 
Pretti have said in sworn testimony 
that the 37-year-old intensive care 
nurse was not brandishing a weapon 
when he approached federal agents 
in Minneapolis on Saturday, 
contradicting a claim made by 
Trump administration officials as 
they sought to cast the shooting of a 
prone man as an act of self-defense.

Their accounts came in sworn 
affidavits that were filed in federal 
court in Minnesota late Saturday, 
just hours after Pretti’s killing, as 
part of a lawsuit brought by the 
ACLU on behalf of Minneapolis 
protesters against Kristi Noem 
and other homeland security 
officials directing the immigration 

crackdown in the city.
One witness is a woman who 

filmed the clearest video of the fatal 
shooting; the other is a physician 
who lives nearby and said they 
were initially prevented by federal 
officers from rendering medical aid 
to the gunshot victim.

The names of both witnesses 
were redacted in the publicly 

available filings, reports The 
Guardian online.

In her testimony, the woman who 
filmed the shooting from just behind 
Pretti wearing a pink coat identified 
herself as “a children’s entertainer 
who specializes in face painting”. 
She testified that she came to the 
scene on her way to work because 
“I’ve been involved in observing 
in my community, because it is so 
important to document what ICE is 
doing to my neighbors”.

She described the harrowing 
scene of Pretti being tackled by 
federal officers after coming to 
the aid of another observer the 
agents had shoved to the ground. 
One federal agent then sprayed a 
chemical agent in the faces of Pretti 
and the woman he had tried to help.

People gather at a makeshift memorial in Minneapolis, Minnesota, US where Alex Pretti was fatally shot as 
federal agents tried to detain him on Saturday. PHOTO: REUTERS

A French navy boat surrounds the GRINCH oil tanker, intercepted in the Alboran Sea on suspicion of operating 
under a false flag as part of Russia’s shadow fleet. The vessel was diverted to Marseille-Fos, near Martigues, 
France, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

US winter storm leaves 
670,000 without power

10,000 flights cancelled
REUTERS, Washington

More than 670,000 customers in the US 
as far west as New Mexico were without 
electricity and almost 10,000 flights 
were cancelled yesterday ahead of a 
monster winter storm that threatened 
to paralyze eastern states 
with heavy snowfall.

Forecasters said snow, 
sleet, freezing rain 
and dangerously frigid 
temperatures would 
sweep the eastern two-
thirds of the nation on 
Sunday and into the 
week.

Calling the storms “historic,” 
President Donald Trump on Saturday 
approved federal emergency disaster 
declarations in South Carolina, Virginia, 
Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Maryland, Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Indiana, and 
West Virginia.

“We will continue to monitor, and 
stay in touch with all States in the path 
of this storm. Stay Safe, and Stay Warm,” 
Trump wrote in a post on Truth Social.

Seventeen states and the District 
of Columbia have declared weather 
emergencies, the Department of 

Homeland Security said. DHS Secretary 
Kristi Noem, at a news 
conference on Saturday, 
warned Americans to take 
precautions.

“It’s going to be very, 
very cold,” Noem said. “So 
we’d encourage everybody 
to stock up on fuel, stock 
up on food, and we will get 
through this together.”

“We have utility crews that are 
working to restore that as quick as 
possible,” Noem added. The number of 
outages continued to rise. 

As of 8:30 am EST yesterday, more 
than 670,000 US customers were 
without electricity.


