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described to make the issue 
go viral,” he added.

Meanwhile, police 
yesterday sought a five-
day remand for Pabitra. 
The court yesterday set 
January 27 for hearing on 
the remand prayer, said a 
court staffer.

Yesterday, Pabitra was 
arrested from a house in 
Dhaka’s Mirpur-6.

On Thursday, the child’s 
mother filed a case with 
Paltan Police Station under 
Section 70 of the Children 
Act against Pabitra and 
his wife Sharmin Jahan, 
the founding principal of 
Sharmin Academy.

The CCTV footage, dated 
January 18 at 12:51pm, 
shows a woman dragging 
a child in a school uniform 
into an office room. She 
first slapped the child. 
A man who was already 
present in the room then 
joined in, at times grabbing 
the child by the throat.

The man was seen 
holding a stapler. The 
child was seen crying and 
distressed. The woman was 
smiling and laughing.

According to police, 
the couple were seen in 
the video beating and 
intimidating the child.

The viral CCTV footage 

also triggered widespread 
public anger.

Child rights lawyers 
have criticised the incident, 
noting that corporal 
punishment in schools is 
prohibited under a 2011 
Supreme Court judgement 
and a Ministry of Education 
circular.
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observers to monitor the 
polls.

“It will be a festive 
election. It will set the 
standard for good elections 
in the future. Let’s keep our 
fingers crossed,” the chief 
adviser said.

In response, Christensen, 
who arrived in Bangladesh 
earlier this month, said 
he was looking forward to 
working with whoever wins 
the February elections. 

The US envoy praised 
the interim government’s 

efforts to implement vital 
reforms and commended 
Prof Yunus’s leadership 
over the past 18 months.

Christensen appreciated 
the newly promulgated 
labour laws. 

The two sides also 
discussed recent immigrant 
US visa restrictions imposed 
on 75 countries, including 
Bangladesh.

National Security 
Adviser Khalilur Rahman 
and SDG Coordinator 
Lamiya Morshed were also 
present at the meeting.

RANGPUR REGION

Sugarcane cultivation 
shrinks by 97pc in 5yrs

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Sugarcane cultivation, once a key cash crop in 
the Rangpur region, has shrunk by more than 
90 percent over the past five years following 
the closure of local sugar mills.

Data from the Department of Agricultural 
Extension show that sugarcane was cultivated 
on 36,500 hectares of land in the region in 
2020. By 2025, the figure had fallen sharply to 
just 890 hectares.

At present, sugarcane cultivation has almost 
disappeared from plain lands and is limited to 
small pockets in shoal areas, DAE officials said.

With mills shut down, farmers are now forced 
to produce only molasses from sugarcane, 
making it difficult to recover cultivation costs. 
As a result, many have shifted to other crops.

Farmers said an average of 40-45 tonnes of 
sugarcane is produced per hectare, yielding 
around 80-90 kilogrammes of molasses from 
each tonne of sugarcane juice.

The cost of cultivating sugarcane and 
processing molasses per hectare is around 
Tk 2.5 lakh. Even at current market prices, 
molasses sales are no longer sufficient to cover 
production costs.

“Even four to five years ago, I used to 
cultivate sugarcane on seven to eight bighas of 
land. This year, I planted sugarcane on only two 
bighas,” said Nazir Uddin, 56, a farmer from 
Char Kharua in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

He said across the entire char, only six 
farmers, including himself, are still growing 
sugarcane on a total of 13 bighas of land, 

whereas five to six years ago, nearly 250 
farmers cultivated the crop there.

On average, 400-450kg of molasses can 
be produced from sugarcane grown on one 
bigha of land at a cost of Tk 30,000–32,000, 
Nazir said. “We can hardly recover the cost of 
production, let alone make any profit.”

“In the shoals, since it is possible to cultivate 
two or three crops a year, growing a one-year 
crop like sugarcane is no longer viable,” said 
farmer Sahidul Islam, 50.

Farmer Jahir Uddin, 65, from Sardob in 
Kurigram Sadar upazila, said farmers earlier 
received incentives from local sugar mills and 
sold sugarcane directly to the mills. 

“Now, with the mills closed and uncertainty 
over molasses prices, it has become difficult to 
sustain sugarcane cultivation,” he said.

Molasses trader Pratap Chandra Pal of 
Rangpur city’s municipal market said he buys 
molasses wholesale from farmers at Tk 110–120 
per kg and sells it at Tk 140–150 per kg retail. 

“There is high demand for chemical-free 
molasses, but due to low production, it is not 
always possible to meet the demand,” he said.

Sirajul Islam, additional director of the 
DAE in the Rangpur region, said while some 
sugarcane cultivation continues in shoal areas, 
it has almost ceased on plain lands. 

“Sugarcane is a one-year crop, whereas 
farmers can now grow up to three crops a 
year. There is hardly any possibility of reviving 
sugarcane cultivation in the region unless the 
sugar mills are reopened,” he said.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Joint forces arrested 278 suspected criminals 
in raids carried out across the country between 
January 16 and January 22, the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) said in a release issued 
yesterday.

The Bangladesh Army, alongside other law 
enforcement agencies, conducted the operations 
in Dhaka and other areas as part of efforts to keep 
the overall law and order situation under control, 
the release said.

Those arrested include suspected terrorists, 
drug traders, drug users, members of robber 
gangs, juvenile gangs, and smugglers, according 
to the ISPR.

During the drives, joint teams recovered 22 
illegal firearms, 822 rounds of different types 
of ammunition, seven cocktails, locally-made 
weapons, and drugs from the arrestees.

The release said the detainees were handed 
over to local police stations for interrogation and 
completion of legal procedures.

278 held by joint 
forces in a week
22 illegal firearms recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Two deceased teachers have been assigned 
duties as assistant presiding officers for the 13th 
National Election in the Jamalpur-1 constituency 
(Dewanganj-Bokshiganj).

Dewanganj upazila election office yesterday 
issued letters in the names of the two teachers, 
instructing them to attend training sessions for 
election duties.

The teachers were identified as Md Abdul Karim 
and Ataur Rahman. Abdul Karim, an assistant 
teacher at Char Magurihat Dakhil Madrasa in 
Dewanganj, died of illness on August 2, 2024. 

Ataur Rahman, who served as an assistant 
teacher at Polakandi High School in the same 
upazila, passed away about four months ago.

According to the letters, signed by upazila 
election officer Mohammad Rafiqul Islam, 
training sessions for assistant presiding officers 
have been arranged on January 24 and 25 at 

Two dead teachers 
assigned polls 
duties in Jamalpur
Upazila election office 
admits ‘technical error’
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established in any country.”
Also, on a different 

note, the puja rituals at 
the mandap organised by 
JnU’s English Department, 
held at Kathaltola area on 
the campus, was officiated 
by a female student of the 
department, Samadrita 
Bhowmik, for the third 
consecutive year.

Male priests conducted 
the rituals at all 
other mandaps of 35 
departments, two institutes 
and one residential hall.

“Priesthood is often seen 
in our society as something 
only men can perform, but 
there is no such restriction 
in the scriptures,” 
Samadrita said. “Through 
my participation, I want 
to convey that women are 
equally capable. This is my 
third time conducting the 
puja, and I hope to continue 
doing so in the future.”

Saraswati Puja is 
celebrated every year on 
the fifth day of the bright 
fortnight of the Bengali 
month of Magh. 

JnU Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Dr Rezaul Karim 
extended his greetings to 
all Hindu students and 
teachers on the occasion. 

BNP leaders 
violating 
polls code
Allege Jamaat, NCP
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami 
and the National Citizen 
Party (NCP), two components 
of the 10-party alliance, 
in separate press briefings 
yesterday alleged that BNP 
leaders are violating the 
electoral code of conduct.

At a press briefing at the 
party office in Moghbazar, 
Jamaat Assistant Secretary 
General Ahsanul Mahboob 
Zubair claimed that in the 
Habiganj-3 constituency, 
photos of deceased leaders 
were being used in violation 
of the code, while oversised 
PVC billboards were 
displayed in Gazipur-5.

He further accused BNP 
activists of threatening 
alliance activists, 
obstructing female 
campaigners in Ullapara of 
Sirajganj, attacking them, 
vandalising vehicles, and 
inciting mobs by filming 
women and shouting 
provocative slogans.

In Lakshmipur-3, Jamaat 
activists were injured during 
campaign activities, while 
in Jhenaidah-4 festoons 
were burned. He added that 
female activists in Faridpur-1 
faced intimidation.

Meanwhile, NCP 
spokesperson Asif Mahmud 
Shojib Bhuiyan, speaking 
at a press conference at the 
party’s Banglamotor office 
last night, alleged that 
BNP Chairperson Tarique 
Rahman is violating the code 
of conduct by campaigning 
beyond the deadline.

Asif said the EC has 
fixed the time from 2:00pm 
to 8:00pm for using 
microphones and sound 
boxes in election campaigns.

“But the party [BNP] is 
holding public meetings at 
night, using microphones 
and sound boxes as late as 
12:00am and even 4:00am, 
which violates the code of 
conduct,” he said.
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