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Journalist 
Anis Alamgir 
denied bail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
rejected a bail petition for 
journalist Anis Alamgir in 
an anti-terrorism case.

Judge Md Alamgir of the 
Additional Metropolitan 
Sessions Judge’s Court-1 
of Dhaka passed the order 
after hearing the petition, 
said defence lawyer Taslima 
Zahan Popy.

On December 14 last 
year, Anis was picked up 
from a gym in Dhaka’s 
Dhanmondi and taken to 
the Detective Branch office 
on Minto Road.

The following day, Arian 
Ahmed, a central organiser 
of the July Revolutionary 
Alliance, filed a case with 
Uttara West Police Station 
under the Anti-Terrorism 
Act, accusing Anis along 
with actress Meher Afroz 
Shaon, Maria Kispotta, and 
Imtu Ratish.

Defamation case 
against Jamaat 
candidate Hamza
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A defamation case has been filed against Amir 
Hamza, Jamaat-e-Islami’s candidate for the Kushtia-3 
constituency.

Mehdi Hasan Jillu, a member of the convening 
committee of Jashore District Krishak Dal, filed the 
case with a Jashore court on Wednesday.

Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate Asadul Islam 
ordered the Police Bureau of Investigation, Jashore, 
to probe the allegation and submit a report, said the 
plaintiff’s lawyer, MA Gafur.

According to the complaint, Hamza made 
defamatory remarks about Arafat Rahman Koko, the 
younger son of late prime minister Khaleda Zia, during 
a religious gathering in Chattogram in 2023.

The complainant said the remarks tarnished Koko’s 
dignity, harmed the honour of the Zia family and led 
to public ridicule.

Jillu said he came across a video of the speech online 
on January 17 and was deeply distressed. Claiming 
defamation amounting to Tk 500 crore, he sought 
legal redress.

Auto-rickshaw 
driver beaten 
to death, 1 held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A CNG-run auto-rickshaw 
driver was beaten to death 
following an altercation 
over a trivial matter in the 
port city’s Bayezid area on 
Wednesday night.

The victim was identified 
as Khurshid Alam, 51, 
police said, adding that 
the incident took place at 
Middapara of Muradnagar 
Lane-1 between 11:10pm 
and 11:40pm.

Police arrested one of the 
accused, Shamsul Alam, 
36, yesterday morning.

Video footage of the 
incident that spread on 
social media shows two 
people dragging Khurshid 
from a shop into a lane as 
they got into an altercation.

As the two started 
punching him, Khurshid 
tried to flee but was 
stopped by another person. 
The third person then held 
Khurshid’s hands, and 
at one stage, one person 
struck the back of his head, 
causing him to fall to the 
ground.

Upon receiving a call to 
999, a police patrol team 
arrived and took Khurshid 
to Chittagong Medical 
College Hospital, where he 
died.

Reviewing the video 
footage and witness 
accounts, Sub-inspector 
Ashraful Alam of Bayezid 
Police Station said Khurshid 
had gone to a garage in the 
area in search of work.

When he was about to 
return home, he bumped 
into a local resident, 
Mohammad Hossain, 43, 
who rebuked him, leading 
to the altercation, the SI 
said.

The victim’s wife has 
filed a case with the police 
station.

HADI MURDER

Faisal’s aide on 
six-day remand
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
placed suspect Rubel 
Ahmed, an aide of prime 
accused Faisal Karim 
Masud, on a six-day remand 
in a case filed over the 
killing of Inqilab Moncho’s 
spokesperson Sharif Osman 
Hadi.

Dhaka Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Jashita Islam passed the 
order after the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
produced him before the 
court with a 10-day remand 
prayer, said a sub-inspector 
working at the court.

Rubel Ahmed was 
arrested from the Ati 
Nayabazar area of Dhaka’s 
South Keraniganj early 
yesterday.

On December 12 last 
year, Hadi, an independent 
aspirant for the Dhaka-8 
constituency, was shot 
in the Paltan area while 
campaigning. He died 
on December 18 while 
undergoing treatment in 
Singapore.
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Without any safety gear, workers hang from a makeshift ladder to paint a newly constructed building in the 
capital’s Shyamoli Housing Area yesterday. Tragedies at construction sites are all too common due to such 
disregard for safety. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Unknown miscreants allegedly hurled bricks at the 
vehicle of Muhammad Wahed Murad, the Islamic 
Front Bangladesh candidate backed by the Greater 
Sunni Alliance from Chattogram-9, on the first day 
of election campaigning yesterday.

The incident took place around 12:30pm in the 
Subarea-Didar Market area, Wahed Murad said. 
While the front windscreen of his SUV was damaged 
in the attack, no injuries were reported.

Aftab Uddin, officer-in-charge of Kotwali Police 
Station, said the police are investigating the matter.

Ctg candidate’s 
vehicle ‘attacked’
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday 
approved the Dhaka Central 
University Ordinance, 2026, a 
measure aimed at bringing seven 
government colleges in the capital 
under a unified academic structure 
to enhance the quality of higher 
education and resolve long-
standing administrative gridlocks.

The approval came at a meeting 
of the Council of Advisers, presided 
over by the chief adviser, according 
to a press release issued by the 
education ministry.

Under the ordinance, the seven 
institutions -- Dhaka College, 
Eden Mohila College, Begum 
Badrunnesa Government Girls’ 
College, Government Shaheed 
Suhrawardy College, Kabi Nazrul 
Government College, Government 
Bangla College and Government 
Titumir College -- will function as 
affiliated colleges.

The colleges will retain their 

individual identities, infrastructure 
and rights over their movable and 
immovable assets.

The University Grants 
Commission has been empowered 
to inspect, evaluate and issue 
directives on the university’s 
academic, research and 
administrative activities.

The university will establish 
separate schools for various 
disciplines, including arts, science, 
social science, business studies, law 
and fine arts, each led by a head of 
school.

Undergraduate and postgraduate 

teaching, examinations and 
evaluations across the affiliated 
colleges will be conducted under a 
unified schedule and assessment 
framework.

Admission to the main campus 
or affiliated colleges will be based 
on SSC and HSC results, combined 
with a central admission test. The 
university will also conduct MPhil 
and PhD programmes centrally and 
provide opportunities for teacher 
development and advanced training.

The ordinance includes provisions 
for residential hall facilities, student 
union elections and co-curricular 
activities. While plans are in place 
to construct a permanent, self-
sufficient campus, the university 
will operate temporarily through 
interim arrangements.

To ensure inclusivity, the law 
mandates equal opportunities for 
all eligible local and international 
students and prohibits 
discrimination based on race, 
religion, gender or special needs.

Dhaka central univ 
ordinance approved

7 colleges will retain individual identities, infrastructure

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Three people were arrested in a case filed yesterday in 
connection with the killing of a Rab official during an 
operation in Jungle Salimpur of Sitakunda upazila on 
January 19.

Rab arrested two FIR-listed accused, Md Yunush 
Ali Howlader, 62, and Khandakar Jahid Hossain, 39, 
during drives in different areas and handed them over 
to Sitakunda Model Police Station, said Rab-7 Assistant 
Director (Media) ARM Mozzafar Hossain.

Meanwhile, police arrested another accused, Md 
Arif, according to Sitakunda police.

A deputy assistant director of Rab-7 filed the case 
with Sitakunda Model Police Station, accusing 29 
named and 200 unnamed people of killing the Rab 
official, injuring three others, and looting firearms, 
said Officer-in-Charge Mahinul Islam.

Among the named accused are Yasin, president of 
the Chinnamul Sangram Parishad of Jungle Salimpur, 
Nurul Haque Bhandari, and Jamai Yasin, whom police 
said are linked to Alinagar Samabay Samity.

During the January 19 attack, Nayek Subedar Md 

KILLING OF RAB OFFICIAL

229 sued, three 
arrested
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