
“Incidentally, Denmark 
has always treated 

Greenland as a colony 
and has been quite 
harsh, if not cruel, 

towards it.”

Russian President 

Vladimir Putin
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DAYS TO VOTE20

Our goal is to 
ensure that 

every person can 
feed and clothe 

themselves, so that 
everyone can move 
safely – that is how 
we will ‘take back 

Bangladesh’.
Tarique Rahman, 

BNP chairman

We have declared 
that we will not 
take donations… 

We will not engage 
in corruption, and 
we will not allow 

anyone else to do so 
either.

Shafiqur Rahman,
ameer, Jamaat-e-Islami

I seek the prayers 
and cooperation 
of the people to 
establish Islamic 

values, justice, and 
good governance.

Mufti Syed Muhammad 
Faizul Karim, senior 

nayeb-e-ameer of Islami 
Andolan Bangladesh 

TIB ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ AFFIDAVITS

NUMBER OF WOMEN CANDIDATES 
LOWEST SINCE 2014 POLLS (%)

2014             2018               2024          2026

4.07

5.89
5.15

4.02

As per current value of 
movable, immovable assets

As per current value of 
immovable assets

As per acquisation value of 
movable assets

891
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560
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Service
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48%

12.61%

11.56%

6.59%

1.56%

OCCUPATIONS OF 
CANDIDATES

NUMBER OF 
CANDIDATES FROM 
ISLAMIC PARTIES 

SOARS (%)

22.11

1.1

29.66

9.5

36.35

2008
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2018

2024

2026

PERCENTAGE OF CANDIDATES WITH 
LOANS AND LIABILITIES (TOP 5 PARTIES)

BNP

Independent

JP

CPB

Jamaat

59.41

32.79

26.97

25

22.26

NUMBER OF 
CANDIDATES 

WITH ASSETS 
WORTH 

TK 1CR OR MORE

No scope to send team 
to India: Asif Nazrul

BCB to continue push for neutral venue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Youth and Sports Adviser 
Asif Nazrul yesterday said 
there was no scope to send 
the national team to India 
for next month’s ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup stressing 
that the decision was taken solely by the 
government on security grounds. 

“There is no scope to change our 
decision. I believe we did not get justice 
from ICC. We still hope that the ICC will 

deliver justice,” he said at a press 
conference following a meeting 
with several Bangladesh team 
cricketers and Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB) officials at 
a city hotel yesterday.

“I want to say one thing very 
clearly, it was the government’s 

decision not to send the team for the 
World Cup in India considering security 
risks. Only the government decides 
whether there is any security threat for 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4 

Four-day 
holiday for 
election
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People will get to enjoy 
a four-day consecutive 
holiday from February 
11 to 14, following the 
declaration of February 11 
as a general holiday.

In addition to the 
public holiday on voting 
day, February 12, the 
Advisory Council yesterday 
approved a proposal to 
declare February 11 a public 
holiday to facilitate voter 
participation and ensure 
effective law and order 
management ahead of the 
polls, reports BSS.

This includes the two 
weekly holidays on Friday 
and Saturday, resulting in a 
continuous four-day break 
around the election.

The council gave the 
approval at its weekly 
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SECOND EDITION

Record crore-rich 
candidates in race
Finds TIB analysis of affidavits
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The upcoming national election will see participation 
from the highest number of MP candidates with assets 
worth Tk 1 crore or more, said Transparency International 
Bangladesh (TIB) yesterday.

The Bangladesh chapter of the global anti-corruption 
watchdog analysed the latest affidavits of valid candidates 
and released its findings ahead of the February 12 polls.

TIB Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman and Director of 
Outreach and Communication Mohammad Tauhidul Islam 
presented the findings at a press briefing in Dhanmondi.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4 

Nation steps into 
campaign fest

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

With full of promises and hope, the 
election festivities have finally arrived 
as the nation prepares for its first truly 
competitive election since 2008.

Political parties yesterday kicked off 
their campaigns with rallies, fanfare and 
door-to-door campaigning. Adversarial 
rhetoric filled the airwaves as rivals 
exchanged oblique taunts and barbs 
from street corners and playgrounds.

Election day is in less than three weeks.  
Major contenders -- BNP and Jamaat-

e-Islami -- lauched their campaigns 
by firing salvos at each other that are 

expected to continue as election fever 
grips the country.

BNP reminded voters of Jamaat’s 
controversial role during the Liberation 
War, while Jamaat countered by branding 
BNP a party of “extortionists”.

Although parliamentary polls are 
scheduled every five years, this election 
comes just two years after the last one, 
following the fall of the Awami League 
regime, which had remained in power 
since 2008.

The 2014 and 2024 elections were 
condemned as “one-sided”, while in 2018 
ballot boxes were reportedly stuffed 
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