2nd Edition

NEWS

DHAKA THURSDAY JANUARY 22, 2026
MAGH 8, 1432 BS

@he Baily Star

China’s influence
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“The US does not take any
side. It is the sovereign
decision of the people
of Bangladesh who they
want,” he said. “I am
optimistic about the future

of both our countries
and look forward to
Bangladesh’s historic

elections next month.”
Christensen described
the February 12 election
as the most consequential
in nearly two decades and
expressed hope that the
incoming government
will build on existing
cooperation  with  the
interim  administration.
He also highlighted the
US policy of prioritising
citizens’ interests: “Elected
governments should
always put their people
first. That said, America

First does not mean
America alone.”
Security  cooperation

is another priority. The

ambassador said the US
aims (o deepen military-
to-military ties, support
modernisation, expand
peacekeeping capabilities,
and help meet Bangladesh’s
domestic security needs. “If
the United States doesn’t
have  the appropriate
system, we work with
partners and allies to meet
those needs,” he said.
Regarding the
Myanmar-Rohingya crisis,
Christensen commended
Bangladesh for hosting
over a million refugees and
noted the US’s ongoing
support. In  December,
the US and UN Office
for the Coordination of
Humanitarian AfTairs
signed a $2 billion funding
framework, which includes
Bangladesh, to ensure
aid reaches vulnerable
communities effectively.
US Embassy Dhaka
Spokesperson  Poornima
Rai also spoke at the event.

Ensure justice
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completion  of  trials
within three years against
all  those  responsible
for massacre during the
uprising, including Sheikh
Hasina, Awami League
leaders and  activists,
and members of the
security forces; launching
a judicial investigation
to determine how over
600 accused fled to India
and taking legal action
against those who assisted
them; investigating and
punishing killings, mob
violence, and attacks by
state forces during the
interim government’s
tenure, including killings
of Osman Hadi, Dipu
Chandra Das, Ayesha,
indigenous people, and
workers; state recognition
and compensation (0
families of victims from
the 1990 and Fulbari
uprisings; cancellation of
false cases against Fulbari
participants;  preparing
an independent, non-
partisan state account
of the Liberation War

and the July uprising;
ensuring security
for freedom fighters;
removing fake names

from official FF lists;
providing compensation
to  seriously  injured
veterans; preparing a
nationwide list of war
collaborators  (razakars)
of 1971 Liberation War;
making Awami League
apologise publicly for its
role in the July uprising;
making Jamaat-e-
Islami apologise publicly

for anti-Liberation
War acts; continuing
legal proceedings

independently;
implementing reforms to
ensure police and judges
work free from political

influence; implementing
a rule requiring the
automatic  dismissal of

the home minister if three
consecutive extrajudicial

killings or enforced
disappearances occur;
ending impunity; ensuring
fair elections; ensuring
economic security,
protection, and healthcare
for  farmers, workers,
students, teachers.
Professor Anu

Muhammad presided over
the event, while Dhaka
University Professor
Samina Luthfa was also
present.

Shared trauma
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We want our
representatives Lo restore
peace,” she said.

Jamaat candidate
Barrister Arman said he
has been active in the area
for the past eight months.
“The  response  from
women and young voters
has been overwhelming,”
he told The Daily Star.
“The August 5, 2024
revolution was just the
beginning. In Dhaka-14,
you will see a new trend in
politics.”

Referring to Tulee as
his “sister”, Arman said,
“We are not enemies. If 1
win, I will work with her. If
I lose, I will be the first to
congratulate her.”

BNP candidate Sanjida
Tulee said voters are
seeking change beyond
conventional politics,
particularly young people.
“We need a new kind of
politics that ensures safety
and improves education
and healthcare,” she said,
adding that she is taking
BNP’s 31-point nationalist
agenda to the people.

Highlighting local
problems, she said the
lack of streetlights poses
security risks for both men
and women, while drugs,
teen gangs, corruption,
and illegal encroachment
remain widespread.
“These are issues [ want to
address,” she said.

Speaking about Arman,
Tulee said, “Despite being
from another party, he
is like a brother to me.
When we stood before
the torture cell at the July
Museum, there was no
rivalry -- only humanity.”

Meanwhile,

independent  candidate
Shaju said his long-
standing ties to the

arca give him an edge.
“I am a son of this
neighbourhood. My
family’s legacy and my
17 years of involvement

with the people are my
strengths,” he said, despite

being  expelled from
the BNP for contesting
independently.

“My rivals are highly
qualified human rights
champions. But I believe
the people will choose
me for my accessibility

and my family’s past
contributions,” he added.
The candidates also

raised concerns about the
election environment.

Citing security risks for
candidates, Tulee asked
why adequate protection
isn’t being ensured.

She also pointed out
that female candidates
are being harassed on
social media and called
for government action in
this regard.

Arman accused the
Election Commission of
bias, which he described
as worrying for a free and
fair election.

He said the Jamaat
ameer has raised the issue
with the chief adviser,
who assured him of a level
playing field.

Dhaka-14 has 4,56,044
voters - 2,32,066 male,
2,23,007 female, and four
hijra -- an increase of more
than 37,000 voters since

the last general election.
Other candidates
running for this

constituency include Abu
Yusuf (Islami Andolan),
Riaz Uddin (CPB), Jashim
Uddin  (Gono  Forum),
Sohel Rana (LDP),
Moniruzzaman (AB Party),
and nominees from other
parties.

PRAYER
TIMING

JANUARY 22

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-30 12-45 415 5-40 7-00
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 430 544 730

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Symbol
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Pointing finger at Jamaat-
e-Islami, BNP’s candidate
Shafiqul Islam Khan Milton
(Dhaka-15) alleged that one
party sent women door-to-
door asking for NID and
bKash numbers.

Jamaat’s assistant
general secretary Ehsanul

Mahbub  Jubayer, who
represented the party’s
ameer Dr Shafiqur

Rahman, rejected BNP’s
allegations, terming those
“completely false”.

At the District
Commissioner’s Office,
symbols were distributed
to 32 candidates from five
constituencies.

The candidates called
for a free, fair, credible and
impartial election.

Rezaul Karim, district
commissioner and RO,
urged all candidates and
supporters  to  strictly
follow the election code of
conduct.

ICC rejects BCB'’s relocation request
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valid point, and gave me
24 or 48 hours to get
back to them. I don’t want
to put pressure on the
government. We know
that India is not secure
for us. We remain in the
stance that we want to
play in Sri Lanka. I know
the ICC denied us but we
will talk to the government
one more time. [ will
inform the ICC about the
government’s feedback.”
The report further
added that if the BCB
stays firm on its position,
Scotland would replace
the Tigers in the 20-team
tournament.

BCB president
Aminul Islam  Bulbul
represented the board

in the ICC meeting. In
the evening, he held an
emergency meeting with

Form law to make
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The calls came at a policy
dialogue titled “Review of
Draft Primary Healthcare
(PHC) Legislation” at the
CIRDAP  Auditorium in
Dhaka.

The event was jointly
organised by the Power
and Participation Research
Centre (PPRC) and the
Universal Health Coverage
Forum, with support from
Unicef.

Primary healthcare is
the first point of contact
for people with the health
system and focuses on
providing essential health
services close to where
people live and work. In
May last year, the Health
Sector Reform Commission
recommended that the
government make PHC a
constitutional  obligation
and provide it free of cost to
ensure universal access. The
commission also suggested
enacting a specific law to

that end. Subsequently,
members of the UHC
Forum, with technical

support from BRAC and
PPRC, prepared a draft of
the Primary Healthcare
Ordinance-2025 and
handed it over to the
relevant advisers.

Hossain Zillur Rahman,
executive chairman  of
PPRC and convener of the
UHC Forum, said achieving
UHC would require a
special focus on primary
healthcare.

He noted that while
health is currently a
government responsibility,
it is not a constitutional
obligation, making
a dedicated PHC law
essential.

He also stressed the need
to continue dialogue on
health sector reform, along

with  further advocacy
and refinement, to ensure
successful implementation.

Prof MA Faiz, former
director general of the
Directorate  General of
Health Services, said it is
the government’s duty
to  ensure affordable,
accessible and  quality
primary healthcare.
He recommended
promulgating an ordinance
to enable quick reforms in
the sector.

Prof Syed Md Akram
Hussain, a member
of the Health Sector
Reform Commission,
said the commission’s
recommendation to make
PHC a constitutional
obligation had not vyet
been implemented. He
suggested that UHC Forum
members engage political
parties to build consensus
on the proposed law.

Akramul Islam,
senior director (Health
and Humanitarian
Crisis Management) of
BRAC, said a dedicated
organisation and structure
are needed to oversee
PHC, a recommendation
included in the draft
ordinance. Aminul Hasan,
member  secretary  of
the UHC Forum, said
strengthening PHC s
essential to achieving UHC
by 2030.

Prof Rumana Huque,
executive director of ARK
Foundation, emphasised
the need for a clear
operational model for PHC
in both rural and urban
areas. Prof Liaquat Ali,
Prof Syed Abdul Hamid
of Dhaka University, Prof
Abul Kalam Azad, and
former health secretary
Ashadul Islam also spoke
at the programme.

Hefazat chief
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guidance of scholars who
adhere to what he termed
“aqgidah” (correct Islamic
belief), while repeatedly
urging political groups
to avoid alliances with
Jamaat.

“Alhamdulillah, I extend
special congratulations to
Islami Andolan Bangladesh
for breaking free from the
grip of Maududi-oriented
Jamaat and choosing to

adopt an independent
political path. In Islamic
politics, an independent

path for those who stand
for the truth was greatly
needed. Insha Allah, this
course will help create a
more positive future for
Islamic politics.”
Babunagari
claimed that

further
continued

alignment with Jamaat
could have caused
significant harm to Islamic
political movements in
Bangladesh, and expressed
hope that Islami Andolan’s

decision would prevent
that risk.

Reiterating  Hefazat's
position, he said the

organisation would not
support any political party
in the upcoming election.
However, he expressed
optimism  that voters
would support parties
that represent what he
described as “pure Islamic
values”.

He also urged voters
to reject groups that,
in his words, promote
“Maududism and deviant
beliel” under the banner of
I[slam.

Hadi’s family to get
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Government Purchase
at the Cabinet Division
Conference Room in the
Bangladesh Secretariat.

Responding to a
question, Salehuddin
Ahmed said two separate
allocations have been made
for Hadi’s family.

“Tk 1 crore will be given
from the Ministry of
Finance for purchasing
a flat or house. The full
amount may not be
required,” he said.

“Another Tk 1 crore will

be provided separately from
the Chief Adviser’'s Office
to support Hadi’s family’s
livelihood,” he added.

Previously, Hadi’s
brother was appointed
as a second secretary at
the Bangladesh Assistant
High  Commission in
Birmingham, the United
Kingdom.

Sources said the money
has been allocated to buy
a flat at the government
officers’ residential
building, Doel Tower, in
Lalmatia, Dhaka.

BCB directors, however,
the board did not brief
the media or issue any
statement afterwards.

After the meeting, a
BCB director, requesting
anonymity, corroborated
ESPNCricinfo’s report to
The Daily Star and said
the BCB president will
convey the ICC’s message
to the government, and
the board would follow the
government’s directive.

The Daily Star phoned
the Youth and Sports
Adviser Asif Nazrul several
times and also sent him
text messages, but he did
not respond.

According to online
reports, ICC chairman Jay
Shah, deputy chairman
Imran Khawaja, general
manager Gaurav Saxena,
Anti-Corruption Unit

(ACU) head Andrew
Ephgrave, who had
an in-person meeting

with BCB officials last
Saturday as part of an
ICC delegation, directors
of all Full Members, and
two Associate Member
directors were present in
the meeting.

ESPNCricinfo  claimed
a vote was held over the
BCB’s request and out of
the 15 Member directors
present, only the Pakistan
Cricket  Board (PCB)
supported Bangladesh’s
position, while others
voted in favour of leaving
the original schedule
unchanged.

Bangladesh are part of
Group C and are scheduled
to face West Indies, Italy
and England on February
7, 9 and 14 respectively

in Kolkata before facing
Nepal in their group-stage
match on February 17 in
Mumbai.

Previously, the row
began when Bangladesh
pacer Mustafizur

Rahman was released by
Indian Premier ILeague
(IPL)  franchise Kolkata
Knight Riders following
instructions  from  the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI),
reportedly amid pressure
from right-wing political
and religious groups.

ICC also referred to
this incident in its media
release.

“Despite these efforts,
the BCB  maintained
its position, repeatedly
linking its participation
in the tournament to
a single, isolated and

unrelated development
concerning one of its
player’s involvement in
a domestic league. This
linkage has no bearing
on the tournament’s
security framework or
the conditions governing
participation in the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup.”

On January 4, the BCB
wrote a letter to the ICC
saying that it would not
be sending the national
team to India for the T20
World Cup due to security
reasons.

Since then, BCB and
ICC have had several
communications, where
the world cricket’s
governing  body tried
to persuade the BCB to
change its stance, but
the board held firm on its
position.

National Institute of Biotechnology
Ministry of Science and Technology

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ganakbari, Ashulia, Savar, Dhaka-1349.

Phone: +88-02-7789458, Fax: +88-02-7789636
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