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Govt backtracks from merger plan
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and administrative authority fully 
centralised.

All such provisions have been 
removed from the final draft.

Instead, the colleges will continue 
to operate independently with their 
existing administrations. However, 
they will follow academic programmes 
approved by the proposed university.

One of the most criticised clauses 
in the earlier draft required the 
university to use the colleges’ physical 
infrastructure daily from 1:00pm to 
7:00pm. Teachers and administrators 
warned the arrangement would disrupt 
classes, examinations and office work, 
particularly in already overcrowded 
institutions.

The latest draft drops this provision 
entirely. It states that the university 
will build its own “self-sufficient 
infrastructure and permanent 

campus”. Until then, academic and 
administrative activities will be 
conducted from rented premises.

According to the final draft, the 
proposed university will primarily 
function as an affiliating and regulatory 
body.

The earlier draft had also sought to 
tightly regulate academic arrangements 
by assigning specific schools and 
faculties to particular colleges, such 
as placing science disciplines at Dhaka 
College and Eden Mohila College. It 
further mandated a “hybrid method” of 
education, requiring 35 to 40 percent 
of classes to be held online.

These provisions have also been 
scrapped.

Under the final draft, the university’s 
Academic Council will determine how 
and where schools and departments 
are established. The mandatory online 

class requirement has been scrapped, 
allowing academic decisions to align 
with prevailing practices at other 
public universities.

Sources familiar with the drafting 
process said the changes were intended 
to avoid rigid structures that could 
prove unworkable.

To strengthen coordination between 
the university and the affiliated 
colleges, the ordinance introduces 
a new statutory post titled “Higher 
Education Coordinator”, a position 
absent from the earlier draft.

According to the ordinance, the 
coordinator will oversee academic 
coordination among the affiliated 
colleges, including curriculum 
implementation and scheduling, to 
address concerns over fragmented 
authority following the shift away from 
a full merger model.

‘We must choose the liberal path’
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a “planned and orchestrated campaign” 
because it is, he claimed, “poised for a 
landslide election victory”.

“The worst mischief is being done 
by those who did not even accept 
Bangladesh in the past, who did not 
believe in its independence, and who 
tortured and abducted our mothers 
and sisters. We have not forgotten that 
history,” he said.

He said he felt compelled to speak 
out in response to what he described 
as propaganda being spread in various 
ways.

With 23 days left before the election, 
Fakhrul dismissed claims by some 

groups that the polls would not be 
allowed to take place.

“Check quietly and you will see that 
they do not even have three votes, yet 
they make loud claims,” he said.

“We want the election. If the people 
choose us, we will be in power. If the people 
reject us, we will sit in the opposition. Why 
shout in advance?” he added.

Referring to the consensus 
commission’s reform proposals, 
Fakhrul accused it of “betrayal,” 
alleging that issues lacking agreement 
had been included despite earlier 
understandings.

“Where there was consensus, the 
answer was clearly ‘yes’,” he said. “But 

proposals we did not agree with were 
also included. Even then, we accepted 
them in the greater interest of the 
country. The rest will be addressed in 
parliament.”

He also said many of the reforms 
now being promoted by the interim 
administration had previously been 
proposed by the BNP. Citing BNP 
Chairman Tarique Rahman’s 31-point 
proposal unveiled in 2022, Fakhrul 
claimed the current reform agenda 
reflects those ideas.

“Yet people keep asking whether 
we support reform or oppose it. These 
questions are repeatedly used to create 
confusion,” he said.

Army man among 3 held
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OC said, adding that intelligence 
sources, however, informed them that 
Mehedi may have been freed.

Of the three, Zahidul Islam Jony 
and Khondoker Imran Hossain, a lance 
corporal of the army, were arrested 
from Dhaka and Magura yesterday. 
Another suspect, Bachchu Mia held 
from Chattogram on Sunday was 
placed on a three-day remand.

Sub-Inspector Kamrul Islam of 
Uttara West Police Station yesterday 
produced Jony and Imran before a 
Dhaka court with a forwarding report, 
which mentioned that Jony was 
arrested from the Gulshan area and 
Imran from Magura. 

The two admitted their involvement 
in the incident before the court.

The report said Imran told 
interrogators that around 10 
months ago, he became acquainted 
with Mehedi over phone. “Mehedi 
introduced himself as the personal 
secretary of the chief adviser’s 
daughter and claimed that he lived at 
the Bangabhaban... ”

Mehedi then asked Imran to give 
him an account number, saying that 

money would be sent there to buy a 
flat.

“Imran and his colleague Al Sadi, 
who is also an army member, were 
posted at the Bangabhaban. Imran 
discussed the matter with Al Sadi, who 
provided his elder brother Borhan’s 
account number,” the report read.

Police said Tk 60 lakh was deposited 
into the account in two instalments. 
Borhan later withdrew the money and 
handed it over to Mehedi, following 
instructions from Imran and Al Sadi.

The report added that the group 
later tried to trace the source of the 
money and learnt that a man from 
Kushtia paid Tk 40 lakh after being 
promised a nomination for the 
upcoming polls.

Mehedi also took Tk 20 lakh from 
the man, promising to arrange a 
“Bangladesh Bank loan”.

After the fraud was discovered, the 
man from Kushtia allegedly pressured 
Borhan, Imran, and Al Sadi to return 
the money.

Police said the three then 
approached a political leader, who 
allegedly took Tk 1.5 lakh in cash from 
Imran, claiming that he would recover 

the money from Mehedi, but Mehedi 
could not be traced.

The report also mentioned that on 
Friday, the political leader, along with 
Imran, Al Sadi, and Borhan, went to 
the spot in Uttara and injured Mahbub, 
the gunman of abductee Mehedi.

Police added that the suspects took 
Mehedi with them in a car.

Over the assault on Mahbub, who 
later died from his injuries, his son 
filed a case with Uttara West Police 
Station aganist six unidentified 
individuals. 

Md Moniruzzaman, inspector 
(investigation) of Uttara West Police 
Station, told The Daily Star that 
Mehedi was a fraud who, at different 
times, introduced himself as the 
chief adviser’s personal secretary or 
as the personal secretary of the chief 
adviser’s daughter to maintain ties 
with high-profile individuals.

“We are investigating the matter,” 
he added.

When contacted over the Uttara 
incident, ISPR said the army would take 
all necessary steps to ensure whatever 
is required to maintain law and order 
under existing laws in Bangladesh.  

India to recall diplomats’ families
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situation, as a precautionary measure, 
we have advised the dependents of 
our officials in the high commission 
and posts to return to India,” Indian 
officials said.

Indian diplomats, however, said that 
the High Commission in Dhaka and all 
posts in Bangladesh would continue to 
operate at “full strength.”

Political relations between India 
and Bangladesh soured after a mass 

uprising in 2024 toppled then-prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, considered a 
close ally of New Delhi.

According to The Hindu, Indian 
missions have faced heightened 
security threats in Bangladesh, 
especially after the December 12 
shooting of youth leader Sharif Osman 
Hadi. Reports suggesting that Hadi’s 
attackers had fled to India further 
increased tensions.

On December 17, July Oikya 

Mancho, a student group, called for a 
march to the Indian High Commission, 
prompting India to summon 
Bangladesh’s high commissioner. The 
rally took place later that day but was 
stopped at a considerable distance from 
the high commission.

India reminded Bangladesh’s 
interim government that ensuring the 
safety and security of Indian missions 
and posts is the responsibility of the 
Bangladesh government.

The man ‘behind’ Savar murders
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killings, including the latest double 
murder, police said.

According to police, he had no national 
identity card, and his fingerprints did 
not match any record. His past criminal 
history could not be verified.

Helal added that the accused often 
phoned police personnel to talk about 
irrelevant issues.

“He called me over phone on Friday 
evening and requested us, CID, PBI and 
Savar Police Station to recover two bodies. 
I felt disturbed, rebuked him, and hung 
up. Later, I went to the abandoned Savar 
Municipal Community Centre building 
around 12:15am [Saturday],” he said.

There, the inspector found a woman, 
later identified as Tania Akhter, under 
a blanket on the second floor, while the 
accused wandered nearby.

A search of his bag revealed two 
lists containing the names and mobile 
numbers of the officers of Sher-e-Bangla 

Nagar and Savar Model police stations.
“We tore the lists, stayed there several 

hours, and left the scene around 3:00am,” 
Helal said.

Around 35 hours later, two burnt 
bodies were recovered from the Savar 
building.

CCTV footage links Sabuj to the 
killings, leading to his arrest.

Sabuj was arrested after police 
recovered two burnt bodies from the 
community centre on Sunday. One was 
identified as Tania, 25.

Her family said she was physically and 
mentally challenged and had been missing 
since January 1. Her body was handed over 
to the family after an autopsy.

Arafatul Islam, additional 
superintendent of police (Savar circle), 
said the accused used a SIM card 
registered in another person’s name. “We 
are investigating into it.”

Meanwhile, our Munshiganj 
correspondent yesterday visited Sabuj’s 

village home in the Mouchamandha 
(Gorerbari) area of the district’s 
Louhajang upazila.

His younger brother, Jibon Sheikh, 
said Sabuj studied at a madrasa before 
dropping out and showing unusual 
behaviour.

“Sabuj came home around one month 
ago after around a two-year-gap. Earlier, 
Sabuj was sent to a rehab for a few days. 
He was even in jail for a few days,” said 
Jibon, without giving any details.

His mother, Momtaz Begum, said he 
was mentally unstable, filed a case against 
his father, and was once married but later 
abandoned by his wife. He has a son.

Local union parishad member Sohel 
Khan said Sabuj assaulted an auto-
rickshaw driver years ago, leading to 
arbitration.

Locals said Sabuj is a “drug addict”.
OC Monirul Islam of Louhajanj Police 

Station confirmed that Sabuj is not 
accused in any case there.

City

Political somersault, thy name is art
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representing the Janata Party 
Bangladesh.

In 1986, he won as a BAKSAL 
nominee, followed by another victory 
in 1988 as a Jatiya Party candidate. He 
lost the 1991 and June 1996 elections 
contesting from the same party. In 2001, 
he ran from another faction of the Jatiya 
Party (JP) but was defeated. He also lost 
elections as a BNP candidate in 2008 and 
2018. Most recently, in the 2024 election, 
he contested as the acting chairman of 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Movement 
but was again defeated.

Zafar is not alone in this game of 
switching loyalties. There are several 
others who have joined new parties -- 
or dissolved their own -- ahead of the 
February polls.

Redwan Ahmed resigned from the 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and 
formally joined the BNP on December 
24 to secure a nomination for Cumilla-7. 
The businessman was first elected as an 
MP in 1986 on a JP ticket. In 1991, he won 
as an independent and in 2001 as a BNP 
candidate. In 2006, he left the BNP to 
join Oli Ahmed’s LDP, which he recently 
quit.

Meanwhile, the LDP of Oli Ahmed, 
a freedom fighter and retired colonel, 
recently joined the Jamaat-e-Islami-led 
electoral alliance for the next election. 

Oli had begun his political life in 1980 
by joining the BNP. He won a by-election 
that year and went on to win the seat 
four times between 1991 and 2001 on 
a BNP ticket. In 2006, he was among 
the founders of the Liberal Democratic 
Party, which later became part of the 
AL-led alliance. He won the 2008 polls 
as part of the AL-led alliance but joined 
a BNP-led alliance in 2012. However, in 
December 2025, the LDP left the alliance 
over a seat-sharing disagreement.

The Amar Bangladesh (AB) Party 
was formed in May 2020 by a group of 
Jamaat reformists. The group included 
former Jamaat and Shibir leaders who 
were disgruntled over their then-party’s 
refusal to apologise for its role in the 
Liberation War and its failure to pursue 
pragmatic reforms. Recently, the AB 
Party, led by Mojibur Rahman Monju, 
joined the Jamaat-led alliance. In its 
electoral debut, Monju is running from 
Feni-2.

Bangladesh LDP Chairman Shahadat 
Hossain Selim dissolved his party to join 
the BNP and is running from Laxmipur-1. 
Selim was the founding general secretary 
of Chattogram Metropolitan Chhatra 
Dal and later a joint secretary of BNP’s 
Chattogram metro unit. He joined the 
LDP in 2006 but formed Bangladesh 
LDP in 2019.

Reza Kibria, son of slain former 
Awami League stalwart Shah AMS 
Kibria, joined Gonoforum ahead of the 
2018 polls and contested that election 
using the BNP’s electoral symbol under 
the Jatiya Oikyafront alliance. In 2021, 
he joined Gono Odhikar Parishad as its 
founding convener but left in 2024. He 
joined the BNP in December 2025 and is 
contesting from Habiganj-1.

Rustum Ali Faraji was first elected 
MP in 1996 on a JP (Ershad) ticket. He 
joined the Manju faction following a 
split in 1988. He joined the BNP and was 
elected MP in 2001. In 2014, he won as 
an independent and joined JP (Ershad) 
again. In 2018, he was elected as an 

Awami League-alliance candidate. He 
lost the 2024 polls as an independent and 
later joined Islami Andolan Bangladesh 
in August 2025. He is contesting from 
Pirojpur-3.

Ahead of the next polls, Syed Ehsanul 
Huda dissolved the Bangladesh Jatiya 
Dal; Rashed Khan resigned as general 
secretary of Gono Odhikar Parishad; 
and Bobby Hajjaj relinquished his 
chairmanship of the Nationalist 
Democratic Movement (NDM) to 
join the BNP. Huda is contesting 
from Kishoreganj-5, Rashed from 
Jhenaidah-4, and Bobby Hajjaj from 
Dhaka-13. All three are running with the 
BNP’s sheaf of paddy symbol.

Professor Abu Sayeed is contesting 
as an independent from Pabna-1. He 
was first elected as an Awami League 
MP in 1970. Later, he joined the Abdur 
Razzaq-led BAKSAL and contested the 
1991 polls. He returned to the Awami 
League and won in June 1996. During 
the army-backed caretaker government 
in 2007, he was labelled a “reformist,” 
and therefore was denied nominations in 
the next two elections. He contested the 
2014 election as an independent, joined 
Gonoforum ahead of the 2018 polls, and 
contested using the BNP symbol.

Anisul Islam Mahmud was elected 
in 1979 on a BNP ticket and later won 
elections in 1986 and 1988 as a Jatiya 
Party candidate. He was elected in 
2008, 2014, 2018, and 2024 as a JP 
nominee under the Awami League 
alliance. In August 2025, he became 
leader of a faction of the Jatiya Party. 
His nomination for Chattogram-5 was 
rejected by the returning officer, and the 
Election Commission has not changed 
its decision upon appeal. The only resort 
left is to seek redress in the High Court.

Election expert and a former 
additional secretary of the Election 
Commission, Jesmin Tuli, said politicians 
who frequently change parties are 
not concerned with the betterment of 
parties -- let alone the country. “When 
someone leaves a party and contests 
under another symbol, it shows that the 
party itself is not their priority; winning 
is,” she said.

Another election expert, Abdul Alim, 
said many now view political parties as 
a business. “They think becoming an 
MP is a huge investment followed by a 
big return,” he said, adding that once 
elected, many see themselves as the 
absolute authority of their constituency.

Alim said in Bangladesh, people still 
vote for the symbol, and the chance 
of victory is always higher for the big 
parties.

Both Tuli and Alim said a provision 
of the Representation of the People’s 
Order Act stipulating three years of 
party membership to be eligible for 
a nomination was omitted when the 
RPO was amended and passed by the 

parliament in 2013. It is essential to 
bring it back, both said.

PAST RECORDS
Frequent change of loyalty is hardly a 

novelty in Bangladesh and has been part 
of electoral politics for decades.

One name that comes first in this 
regard is Shah Moazzem Hossain. 
Elected from the Awami League (AL) in 
1973, he was the first chief whip. After 
his party leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
was assassinated, he joined then 
president Khondakar Mostaq Ahmad’s 
Democratic League. Following BNP 
founder Ziaur Rahman’s assassination 
and HM Ershad’s takeover, Shah 
Moazzem joined hands with Ershad 
and was among the founders of Janadal, 
which later transformed into the Jatiya 
Party led by Ershad. He was elected MP 
twice on Jatiya Party tickets. He later 
joined the BNP in 2006 and contested 
the 2008 and 2018 elections as their 
nominee, losing both times.

Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury was 
elected an AL MP in 1973. After the 
assassination of Bangabandhu, he 
led an AL faction and won in the 1979 
election. In 1984, he too joined Janadal. 
He became prime minister in 1986 
under Ershad and was elected MP again 
in 1991. In 2001, he rejoined the Awami 
League and served as the party’s adviser 
until his death.

Moudud Ahmed was elected in 
1979 as a BNP candidate, later winning 
elections in 1986, 1988, and 1991 as a 
JP nominee. He returned to the BNP 
in 1996 and won the Noakhali-1 seat 
in 2001. In 2008, he won Bogura-7 
(vacated by Khaleda Zia) but lost in 
2018.

Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury won 
Chattogram-6 in 1979 on a ticket from 
the Muslim League and the Islamic 
Democratic League, an alliance which 
fielded candidates jointly. He also won 
elections as a JP nominee in 1986 and as 
a National Democratic Party nominee 
in 1991. He won as a BNP candidate in 
1996, 2001, and 2008.

Former speaker Shamsul Huda 
Chowdhury was elected MP in 1979 
under the BNP banner. In 1986 and 
1988, he ran as a JP candidate, and in 
1996 as an AL nominee.

Suranjit Sengupta lost in 1973 as a 
NAP (Mozaffar) candidate. He won in 
1979 with a Jatiya Ekota Party ticket. 
In 1986, he won as a National Awami 
Party candidate and in 1991 as a NAP 
candidate. He later joined the Awami 
League. Although he lost in June 1996, 
he returned to parliament through a 
by-election in October 1997 and went 
on to serve three consecutive terms 
until 2014.

KM Obaidur Rahman began with 
the Awami League, winning in 1973. He 
joined the BNP in 1978 and was elected 
in 1979. He later won the June 1996 and 
2001 elections. He served as a cabinet 
member under Khondakar Mostaq 
Ahmad and later formed Janata Dal 
during the Ershad era.

Bangladesh’s first female MP, Syeda 
Razia Faiz, was elected in a 1979 by-
election from the Muslim League led by 
Khan A Sabur. In 1987, she joined the 
Jatiya Party and became a minister. She 
contested the 1991 and 1996 elections 
from the same party. Later, in 2008, she 
joined the BNP and remained with the 
party until her death.

Frequent change of 
loyalty is hardly a 
novelty in Bangladesh 
and has been part of 
electoral politics for 
decades.

2 UAP teachers terminated
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The following day, the university 
announced that all classes would be 
suspended until further notice, saying 
the situation was not favourable for 
continuing regular academic activities.

Meanwhile, students continued 
their protests yesterday, demanding 
the resignation of UAP Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Qumrul Ahsan.

The controversy dates back to 
December 10, when Prof Layeqa made 
a Facebook post, which she said was 
shared only with friends on her profile.

In the post, she expressed opposition 
to face covering, commonly known 
as niqab, and said religion did not 
require it. She described the practice as 
objectionable and said it “heightens the 
risk of criminal behaviour”.

She cited the Mohammadpur 
double-murder incident, saying the 
domestic worker who committed the 
killings had kept her face covered.

The post triggered backlash from a 
section of former and current students, 
who demanded her termination.

As criticism intensified, she made 
another Facebook post on December 17, 
saying the remarks were personal and 
written from a standpoint of personal 
security following the Mohammadpur 
double-murder. She apologised if 
anyone felt hurt and said the post had 
no connection with her workplace.

The protesters also demanded the 
termination of Prof ASM Mohsin, the 
department chairman, for allegedly 
not taking any action against Prof 
Layeqa. They further alleged that he 
turned down proposals for setting up 
an Islamic club and hosting a Seerat 
Conference (a gathering held to honour 
the life, teachings and character of 
Prophet Muhammad [PBUH]).

On January 18, before the 
terminations, students accused Layeqa 
of making derogatory remarks about 
Islamic practices.

After the terminations the same day, 
protesting student Mohammad Maruf 
Hossain told the media that peaceful 
protests against injustice should not 
be labelled “mob violence”, adding 
that delays in the inquiry process had 
prompted the protests.

On January 19, both teachers wrote 
to the University Grants Commission  
Chairman Prof SMA Faiz.

In her letter, Prof Layeqa wrote that 
the UAP VC told her on December 14 
to resign, and that she met him, the 
pro-VC and the Board of Trustees 
chairperson the following day, seeking 
a formal investigation. She added that 
the university later invited complaints 
and formed an inquiry committee amid 
online harassment.

She said she filed a general diary with 
Tejgaon Police Station on December 22, 
and that officials from the Detective 
Branch and Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
visited the university on January 12.

Layeqa further alleged that the 
authorities asked her to resign instead 
of being  suspended, saying she would 
receive all benefits if she resigned but 
would “lose everything” otherwise. She 
said she declined and chose to stand for 
her lawful rights.

An inquiry committee was formed 
for her, but she said no report was 
submitted before the termination 

decision. A January 15 letter gave her 
until January 22 to submit a written 
response, but she was terminated on 
January 18.

Contacted by The Daily Star, she 
asked, “On what basis can someone 
be permanently removed without 
concluding the inquiry?”

She also alleged that the authorities 
emailed the entire student body inviting 
complaints after the committee was 
formed.

Layeqa said she no longer believed 
the agitation was driven mainly by 
current students. “I am fairly certain 
that more than present students, ex-
students are controlling this. And there 
is definitely a political link behind 
them.”

She alleged that the campaign 
against her had right-wing leanings and 
claimed teachers aligned with those 
sentiments were pulling the strings.

She added that semesterly 
evaluations would have flagged earlier 
complaints if she held anti-religion 
views. She also said verifying identity 
during exams, vivas or interviews, 
including checks for devices, is routine 
and lawful.

Mohsin, the other terminated 
teacher, said no written complaint was 
filed against him, no inquiry committee 
was formed, and he was given no 
opportunity to respond.

“I only came to know about my 
termination through social media,” he 
told this correspondent, adding that no 
allegation was formally communicated 
to him.

He said he was targeted through 
political labelling, adding that the 
controversy began when a book by 
Shyamoli Ghosh on Awami League 
history was displayed at the 2024 
book fair while he was in charge of the 
Department of Student Welfare. The 
issue resurfaced in December 2025.

He added that he was labelled a 
“fascist” and falsely accused of links to 
Chhatra League or Jubo League.

Mohsin further said that he 
supported students during the July 
uprising by providing them with 
medical and legal aid, but he did it all 
quietly out of safety concerns.

He said students demanded an 
Islamic Club and a Seerat Conference, 
and that he explained the department 
could not approve a club or budget 
without permission from the 
central authority. He said this was 
misinterpreted as him blocking Islamic 
activities.

Students have been demonstrating 

for what they described as reforms to 
academic discipline, campus security 
and values-based practices.

The demands included prior closure 
of classrooms before examinations, 
mandatory preparatory leave ahead of 
finals, limits on tuition and examination 
fees, stricter identity verification during 
exams and vivas, and changes to how 
student evaluations are used to assess 
faculty performance.

They also sought approval for an 
Islamic Ethics Club, regular seminars 
under the club, arrangements for 
prayer facilities, improved campus 
transport and security for female 
students, restrictions on underground 
classrooms, and adjustments to 
academic schedules during the holy 
month of Ramadan, expected to begin 
of February 19.
CRITICISM OVER THE TERMINATION 

PROCESS

The terminations and the way they 
were carried out drew strong criticism 
from academics, who questioned the 
absence of due process and the lack of 
completed inquiry procedures.

Contacted, Dhaka University 
Sociology Professor Samina Luthfa said, 
“This is not just about Layeqa Bashir or 
Mohsin; this is actually a direct insult 
and assault on academic freedom in any 
university in Bangladesh.”

She described the process as 
orchestrated and devoid of due process, 
saying the teachers were dismissed 
without a chance to defend themselves. 
She termed it a violation of basic human 
rights.

Luthfa warned that the names of 
the VC, pro-VC and Board of Trustees 
would be remembered “for creating one 
of the worst crises of academic freedom 
in Bangladesh”.

“If the UAP administration wants to 
run a commercial enterprise where the 
customer is always right, they should 
open a business firm, not a university,” 
she said.

Three UAP teachers said actions 
taken before the inquiry was completed 
have fueled fear amid online abuse and 
derogatory labelling.

In a statement issued on January 
19, the University Teachers Network 
condemned what it described as “mob 
coercion” by a section of students and 
the “arbitrary and undemocratic role” 
of the UAP administration.

UGC member Mohammad Anwar 
Hossain, in charge of the Private 
University Management Department, 
described the incident as unwanted 
and unexpected, adding that the 
commission formed two committees. 
“One is on the teachers’ complaints, 
pay and rights, and another on sexual 
harassment issues.”

UGC Chairman Prof SMA Faiz 
said the commission was not yet in a 
position to comment further and would 
speak after reviewing the committees’ 
reports.

This newspaper contacted the UAP 
VC, pro-VC and registrar by phone and 
WhatsApp, but received no response.

A meeting was held in the evening 
between the protesters, the university 
administration and the Board of 
Trustees, but the outcome remained 
unclear despite repeated attempts to 
contact the parties.

This is actually 
a direct insult 
and assault on 

academic freedom 
in any university in 

Bangladesh.

DU Prof Samina Luthfa


