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BNP’s rebel

just won’t go away

Jamaat too has its share of trouble;
withdrawal deadline ends

STAFF CORRESPONDENT . »

22

DAYS TO
VOTE &+

Even after the deadline for
nomination withdrawal
ended yesterday, dozens
of rebel BNP candidates
remain in the race, while
Jamaat-e-Islami-backed
nominees have rivals from
within their alliance in at
least seven constituencies.

Returning officers will
allocate electoral symbols
today. Formal campaigning begins
(OMOITow.

According to a statement sent by the
Election Commission after midnight, 305
candidates withdrew from the race.

Now, 1,967 candidates are running for
the 300 parliamentary seats.

With the Awami League barred

“candidates from partners” will also use
the Sheaf of Paddy symbol since they have
joined the BNP.

Party insiders said at least 61 BNP rebels
were in the fray after the end of the deadline
for nomination withdrawal yesterday.

On Monday, they

WOCS

A fire reduced
more than 500
shelters and
other facilities
to ash at the
Palongkhali
Rohingya
refugee camp
in Ukhiya, Cox’s
Bazar, early
yesterday. Story
on Page 3.

from contesting the 13th
parliamentary clection,
political analysts say the
February 12 polls are
shaping up primarily as a
contest between the BNP-
and Jamaat-led alliances.
Sources said the BNP
is contesting 286 secats
under its own symbol and
has shared 14 scats with
like-minded parties. Six

said 91 rebels
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Political somersault,
thy name is art

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

Even in Bangladesh’s fluid political scene, Shah
Mohammad Abu Zafar stands out for his frequent
shifts in loyalty.

Having won his first election on an Awami League
(Malek faction) ticket from Faridpur-1in 1979, Zafar
changed parties seven times in 11 elections during a
career that spans 46 years.

The 8l-year-old is set to run in the upcoming
clection under the Nationalist Democratic Front,

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1
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Will repair state,

improve lives
BNP rolls out plans

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The  BNP  vesterday
presented  its  eight
priority social policies as
immediate  deliverables
under its broader
31-point “state repair”
plan, pledging reforms to
make governance accountable, services accessible and
opportunities equitable.

The key sectors include Family Card, Farmers
Card, Health Card, education, employment and skills,
environment and climate resilience, welfare for religious
leaders and sports.

The party leaders presented policy perspectives on
the key social sectors before the foreign diplomats and
development partners at an event titled “BNP Policy
Dissemination on Priority Social Policies” at Sheraton
Dhaka.

The event wasattended by a total of 30 representatives,
including Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen,
Malaysian High Commissioner Mohd Shuhada Othman
and representatives from the US, the UK, India, Pakistan,
Russia, the EU, Iran and Bahrain.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Insaf, dignity,
shared prosperity

Jamaat lays out its vision

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
yesterday announced a series
of policy commitments at
its “Policy Summit 2026”,
outlining  proposals  on
governance, taxation, social
security, employment,
education and healthcare,
while pledging zero tolerance for corruption if it comes
(0 power.

At an event attended by diplomats, politicians,
academics, industrialists, journalists and members of
civil society, Jamaat Ameer Shafiqur Rahman laid out
his party’s vision for a “new and prosperous Bangladesh”.

“Bangladesh could be rebuilt on insaf, dignity
and shared prosperity,” he said at the inauguration
of the event themed “Aspiring Bangladesh” held at
InterContinental Dhaka.

He argued for a shift in economic thinking, saying
employment must be treated as a public priority,
informal work gradually formalised, labour rights
enforced and welfare viewed as “social infrastructure”
and not charity.
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‘We must
choose the
liberal path’

Fakhrul says
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir yesterday said
the upcoming election
would decide whether
Bangladesh remains
on a liberal democratic
course or slips into
the grip of what he
described as extremist
and anti-state forces.

“We must choose
the liberal path,” he
said while addressing
a discussion at the
Institution of Diploma
Engineers in the capital.

Calling on Jamaat-e-
Islami to practise what he
termed “straightforward
politics,” Fakhrul urged
the party to refrain from
using religion to mislead
voters.

“If you choose the
path of politics, walk it
with honesty. To mislead
people by claiming that a
vote cast for a particular
symbol will secure a
ticket to heaven raises

the people.

IMMORTAL MEMORY
WITH DEEPEST LOVE

MAHABUB ALAM MRIDUL

(1997-2021)

Director, Walton Group

Today, 21 January is the fifth death anniversary of Mr.
Mahabub Alam Mridul, the Honorable Director of Walton
Group. On this day in 2021, at the tender age of only 24, he left
us for his heavenly abode. With his sudden demise, we have
lost a promising young entrepreneur. It was his dream to work
on new innovations in the development of the automobile
industry and devote himself to the welfare of the country and

We pray from the bottom of our hearts that his departed soul
be granted jannah where it finds eternal peace, ameen.

troubling questions
about hypocrisy,” he
o s’ﬁsoi .c‘r; THE WORLD BANK (‘gq said. YPOCHRY Vool I ' w
Fakhrul — alleged = | MARCEL ' WALTON

that the BNP is facing
SEE PAGE 8 COL 1




