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Teesta Mega Plan
work to begin
after scrutiny

Kushtia Jamaat
ameer dies while
addressing rally

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Kushtia ~district Says Rizwana

Jamaat-e-Islami

Ameer Abul OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Hashem died

while addressing Despite a commitment to start implementing the
a protest rally Teesta Mega Plan this January, the work has not
yesterday. begun yet but will commence soon, Water Resources

He was rushed
to Mannan Heart Foundation, a
private hospital in the district town,
around 4:30pm, where doctors
pronounced him dead.

Confirming the matter, district
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary Suja Uddin
Joardar said, “I was standing right
beside him while he was speaking. He
collapsed in my hands.”

Dr Shamim Ara Begum of Mannan
Heart Foundation said the Jamaat
leader was already dead when he was
brought to the hospital.

Suja Uddin said the deceased’s
first namaz-e-janaza will be held at
9:00am today at Chadagara Fidgah
ground in the town. The second
janaza will be held in Mirpur upazila.

The rally and gathering were
organised yesterday to protest alleged
death threats against the Jamaat-
nominated candidate for the Kushtia-3
(Sadar) constituency, Amir Hamza.

Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan said yesterday.

However, she did not specify when the work
would begin.

Saying there was no reason for disappointment,
Rizwana said both the Bangladesh and Chinese
governments remain committed to the Teesta
Mega Plan, which will be implemented after proper
verification and scrutiny to avoid future mistakes
and meet long-standing public expectations.

She spoke to the media after visiting erosion-
affected areas along the Teesta shoal near the
Teesta Bridge in Kaunia upazila of Rangpur.

Chinese Ambassador Yao Wen was also present.

“China is providing technical and financial
support for the Teesta River management and large-
scale development project. China is fully committed
to implementing the Teesta Mega Plan. Today’s visit
is an important part of that process,” Rizwana said.

She said protecting the lives and livelihoods
of people living along the Teesta was a priority,
noting that climate change has been severely
affecting the region every year.

Battery-run auto-rickshaw owners and drivers block Rampura Road in
Uttar Badda around 10:00am yesterday, demanding unhindered operation
in the capital. The blockade continued till afternoon, causing severe
gridlocks in the surrounding areas, inset.
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Chilli growers in Rangpur
cash in on higher prices
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CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY CASE
Charges pressed against
Shamim Osman, 11 others

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Former Awami League lawmaker AKM
Shamim Osman phoned then bridges
minister Obaidul Quader, saying he had
taken up firearms after police sought his
help, and asked Quader to inform the
deposed prime minister not to be angered
if photographs of him carrying weapons
were published, the prosecution told
International Crimes Tribunal-1 yesterday.

Prosecutor Gazi Monawar Hossain

absconding.

The tribunal took cognisance of the
charges after hearing the prosecution and
issued arrest warrants against the accused,
asking police to produce them before the
court by January 26.

The prosecution brought three charges
against the 12 accused.

According to Charge 1, on July 19,2024,
in several areas of Narayanganj, Shamim,
in person and on his instructions, along
with Ayan, Azmeri, Minhaj, Titu and

Favourable weather conditions for chilli
farming and increased market demand have
boosted earnings for farmers in the Rangpur
region this season.

According to the Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE), chillies have
been cultivated on a total of 4,320 hectares
across five districts of the Rangpur region --
Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, Rangpur, Gaibandha
and Nilphamari - during the current season.

Last year, chilli cultivation in the region
covered 4,670 hectares. Although the
cultivated area has decreased, farmers’

incomes have risen due to higher yields and
better market prices.

Farmers said the average cost of cultivating
chillies per bigha ranges between Tk 35,000
and Tk 40,000. Each bigha produces around
60 to 70 maunds of chillies. At this time last
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year, chillies were sold at Tk 35 to Tk 40 per kg.
This year, however, prices have increased to Tk
70 to Tk 80 per kg.

In retail markets, chillies are selling at Tk

Gajerkutivillage in Kurigram, said he cultivated
chillies on one bigha of land, spending around
Tk 38,000. He has already harvested and sold
20 maunds, earning Tk 60,000. He is currently
harvesting and selling 40 to 50kgs of chillies
from his field every day.

Anil Chandra Barman, 65, a farmer from
Bhatibari village under Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila, said he expects to make a profit of Tk
2.5 lakh by cultivating chillies on two bighas of
land. He has already sold chillies worth Tk 1.5
lakh.

Majedul Islam, 50, from Chowdhurani
village in Rangpur, said he earned Tk 1.5 lakh

4 lakh from the same area.

Shah Jamal, a vegetable wholesaler at
Rangpur municipal market, said last year,
chillies had to be brought in from other regions.
But this year, due to lower production in other
parts of the country, chillies are being sent from
the Rangpur region. As a result, local farmers
are receiving double the price.

Sirajul Islam, additional director of the DAE
(Rangpur), said chilli cultivation has been
particularly high in the char areas along the
Teesta, Dharla, Brahmaputra and Dudhkumar
rivers.

Due to higher demand in local markets,

Tamim referred to and read
out a transcript of part
of the conversation while
pressing formal charges in
a crimes against humanity
case against Shamim and 11
others, including his family
members and relatives, over

the alleged killing of 10 people and causing
injuries to dozens of others during the
2024 mass uprising in Narayanganj.

Those include Shamim’s son Imtinan
Osman Ayan, also known as Ayan Osman;
Osman;
Uddin Ahmed
Diki; and Shamim’s brother-in-law Tanvir

his nephew Azmeri
brother-in-law  Minhaj

Ahmed Titu.

The names of six others were not
disclosed to the media. All the accused are

others under his control,
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INTERNATIONAL CRIMES TRIBUNAL

allegedly  carried  out
attacks ~ on  unarmed
protesters using firearms
and sharp weapons. Six
people, including six-year-
old Riya Gope, were killed,
and many others were critically injured.
Charge 2 says on July 21 in Fatullah,
Shamim and his associates allegedly
opened fire on unarmed protesters, killing
two people and injuring many others.
Charge 3 says on August 5, the same
accused allegedly carried out another
armed attack in Chashara, killing two
protesters and attempting to murder many
others, offences punishable under the
International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973.

Ayan’s

INVITATION FOR TENDER
of Outsourcing Cleaning Services
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E'TE' n der ﬁ@f‘@ Says Rumeen Farhana 10 | Tender Package Name Outsourcing Cleaning Services
Date Ti
AreFr fared fGaafe, ot (W) wetaa etewifly FafEf¥s wa+a e-GP it OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria TR e ———— e e
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]k mﬂ%ﬂq{ EETIC mobile court ordered the immediate suspension of ‘!b a SdJ-
BT AT (wels) RS, BIeT (A the gathering, Rumeen behaved in an “arrogant” and k\ ?j -ch dr b Senior Manager, Supply Chain Management
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