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Cainpus not a m;le—only space
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campus; allowing all legitimate
female students, including non-
residents and residents of other
halls, entry into any women’s
hall with a valid student ID; and
allowing mothers and sisters of
resident female students access
to women’s halls through a
formal application process.
Hema Chakma, an organiser
of the protest and a Dhaka
University Central Students’
Union member, said that over
the past few days, women had

97% battery, 86% pedal

repeatedly been stopped from
entering the central field after
5:00pm under vague and
unjustified “security concerns”.

“Female students joined
this programme to protest this
issue and claim their right to
the campus. Every participant
registered voluntarily, paying
from their own pocket,” she
said.

“The campus is not a male-
only space. We demand the
right to move freely everywhere,
including the central field

ICT accepts

and Mall Chattar. Organising
this programme after 5:00pm
is a direct challenge to this
discriminatory restriction,” said
Hema.

“Despite raising these issues
with the authorities, no effective
action was taken, leaving us
no choice but to protest and
submit a formal memorandum,”
she added.

Around 85 female students
registered for the party in
advance, while others joined on
the spot.

Rule of law biggest
challenge despite
progress: Asif Nazrul

UNB, Dhaka

Law Adviser Dr Asif Nazrul
yesterday said establishing the
rule of law remains the country’s
biggest  challenge, although
significant progress has been
made in that direction.

He, however, cautioned that

achieving lasting success

would  be
without
and commitment |
from an eclected |
government after the |
next election.

“Some people
say no reforms have
been made. However,
in such a short time, there
has never been such a significant
amount of reform in the history of
Bangladesh,” he said.

Turning to the exchange rate,
the adviser said it has remained
unchanged, while remittance
inflows have increased.

“Where there was previously no

difficult
sincerity :

sufficient mechanism to retain,
now it has been made possible.
Our reform commissions are at an
expensive level,” said Asif Nazrul.
The adviser went on to say,
“Among 10 recommendations, six
have been kept. So, you cannot say
that no recommendations have
been kept. Some people spread
~-__ negativities, which acts
like a stimulus, but it
negatively influences
people.”
If independence
exists without
accountability, it does
not bring success, the
adviser said, adding
that the judges of the
higher judiciary must strictly
adhere to the code of conduct.
“The majority provision will
provide success for people. Legal
aid has now increased fivefold.
Theoretically, we have done
everything required for judicial
independence. If accountability is
ensured, you will achieve success.”

Govt launches
‘Yes’ campaign in
edn institutions

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has launched campaigns in
schools, colleges, universities and madrasas
nationwide to encourage students to vote “Yes” in
the upcoming referendum.

As part of the campaign, leaflets and booklets
titled “Yes for Change” will be distributed among
students. Documentaries, video clips and songs on
the referendum will be released on mobile phones
and university social media platforms. Banners,
festoons and stickers will also be displayed across
campuses.

Prof Ali Riaz, special assistant to the chief adviser,
said the referendum reflects the desire to break a
fascist state structure and establish a true democratic
system. “To build a humane and democratic country,
voting ‘Yes' is the only option,” he said.

The decision was taken at a meeting at the
University Grants Commission yesterday.

Meanwhile, leaflets will also be delivered to
every household in Dhaka city.

In addition, high-rise buildings, billboards,
streets and other public spaces in North and South
City Corporations will display banners, festoons
and stickers to encourage residents to vote “Yes” for
a democratic, humane and prosperous Bangladesh.

Riaz also informed local government and city
corporation officials about the programme at a
meeting yesterday afternoon.
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rickshaw drivers earn a
higher gross daily income
(Tk 880) than pedal
rickshaw drivers (Tk 594).

However, due to high
rental costs, drivers who
rent battery  rickshaws
earn lower net income
than their pedal rickshaw
counterparts.

In contrast, self-owned
battery rickshaws generate
significantly higher income.

Most battery rickshaw
drivers rely on rentals and
microfinance loans. Their
average loan size (Tk 79,927)
is much higher than that of
pedal rickshaw drivers (Tk
18,654), indicating greater
financial vulnerability, the
study noted.

Passengers primarily use
rickshaws for short trips
of one to three kilometres.
While 82 percent prefer
battery rickshaws for faster
travel and lower costs, safety
concerns persist.

Approximately 30
percent of  passengers
reported accidents

involving battery-powered
rickshaws, compared to 18
percent for pedal-powered
rickshaws, with more severe
injuries reported in battery
rickshaw-related accidents.

Former Bangladesh
Institute  of  Planners
president Dr Akter

Mahmud said 76 percent
of t(rips in Dhaka are
under two kilometres,
highlighting the need for
better footpaths and public
transport access.

“In cities like London or
New York, people access
public transport through
nearby  stations.  That
density is missing here,
which is why we rely heavily
on rickshaws,” he said.

He added that poor
investment and  weak
management have reduced
Dhaka’s average traffic
speed to 5-6km/h, pushing
the city close to a standstill.

FROM PAGE 4
“We must identify the acted alongside police,
root causesand, considering fired on unarmed and
socio-economic  realities, peaceful protesters on

allow only an appropriate
number  of  rickshaws
and battery-powered
rickshaws,” he said.

Stressing that
unregistered vehicles
should not be allowed to
operate, Mahmood said
strict  enforcement  of
registration and traffic rules
is essential to make Dhaka a
liveable city.

Taif Hossain, programme
manager (transport and
energy) at the Furopean
Union, warned that
improper disposal of battery
acid is contaminating the
food chain and increasing
cancer risks.

“If this is not regulated
properly, Bangladesh will
face serious consequences,”
he said.

AKM Fahim Mashroor,
CEO of Bdjobs.com, noted
that many businesses and
garment factories have
shut down, prompting
the government to relax
controls on battery
rickshaws o absorb
unemployed workers.

“However, this is not
a  sustainable  solution.
Regulation and registration
are necessary, and at
the same time, the
government must create
alternative employment
opportunities,” he said.

Additional DIG (Traffic)
Md Salim Khan said
rickshaws are not the main
cause of congestion, noting
that the average speed
of Dhaka traffic is about
S5km/h  while rickshaws
typically move at around
10km/h.

He blamed
obstacles and
traffic management
congestion.

He also stressed the
urgent need to address
environmental risks from
improper battery recycling.

roadside
poor
for

Nanak’s directive, killing
the two and injuring other
protesters.

Meanwhile, the ICT-2
set January 22 for deciding
whether charges will be
framed against AL General
Secretary Obaidul Quader
and six other senior leaders
of the party anditsafliliated
organisations over alleged
crimes against humanity

Scrap draft energy master plan
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participatory consultation
process was followed,” said
Monwar Mostafa, network
advisor of Coastal Livelihood
and Environmental Action
Network, in the keynote
speech.

He said the draft master
plan is creating a framework
to legitimise future power
projects that would largely

depend on fossil fuels.
“Although  the draft
talks about promoting

energy transition towards
renewables, it will account
for only 17 percent in 2050
inreality, but the draft falsely
presented it as 44 percent,”
he added.

Quoting the draft
plan, the keynote paper
said reliance on imported
liquified natural gas, coal
and oil would remain at
50 percent after 25 vyears,
posing severe risks to the
country’s energy security

and economy.
In addition, costly and
experimental technologies

such as hydrogen, ammonia

co-firing and carbon capture
are presented as solutions,
which are unrealistic and
could burden the country
with future debts, subsidies
and environmental crises, it
added.

Bangladesh’s carbon
emissions would reach
186.3 tonnes of carbon
dioxide oil equivalent by
2050, which, it said, would
directly contradict both
the nationally determined
contributions and Professor
Muhammad Yunus'’s “Three
Zero” vision of zero poverty,
zero unemployment, zero
carbon emissions.

“Important aspects
like worker rehabilitation,
gender equity, agriculture,
health, education, and
greening of the garments
sector are almost entirely
overlooked,” it added.

Electricity and energy

demand are grossly
overestimated in  the
draft, the civil society
representatives said,

adding that this would lead
to unnecessary production
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PRAYER
TIMING

JANUARY 19

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-30 12-45 415 5-40 7-00
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 4-30 544 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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