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JCD alleges EC bias
over postal ballots

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders and activists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal held
a sit-in outside the Flection Commission headquarters
in Agargaon yesterday, protesting the EC’s “biased and
controversial” role ahead of the upcoming national

election slated for February 12.

The protest began around 10:00am, with JCD leaders
and activists gathering in front of the EC.

JCD President Rakibul Islam said, “We have seen that a
specific political group exerted influence to carry out such
activities related to ballot papers, and those sitting inside
the Election Commission could not have been unaware of
it. These incidents took place with their direct instigation

and support,” he alleged.

Rakibul further claimed that similar discrimination
was being repeated in student union polls, including
University of Science and Technology’s
upcoming central student union and hall elections, as
well as recent elections at Jagannath University.

JCD leaders said their protest was based on three
demands: an end to what they described as the EC’s biased
and questionable decisions regarding postal ballots;
avoidance of “rash decisions” taken under political pressure;
and withdrawal of what they termed controversial directive
regarding the SUST student union election.

On January 15, the EC allowed SUST to hold its student

Shahjalal

and hall union elections as scheduled on January 20.

Mentionable, the EC on January 12 directed all
professional bodies and organisations to refrain from
holding elections ahead of national polls.

Dhaka central
univ ordinance
finalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ordinance to establish Dhaka
Central University has been finalised
and sent to the Cabinet Division for
approval.

A press release from the Ministry
of Education yesterday confirmed
that all required procedures under
the Secondary and Higher Education
Division have been completed.

Before finalisation, the
Department of Secondary and Higher
Education of the ministry collected
opinions from relevant ministries
and departments, sought public
feedback through its website, and
held consultations with teachers,
students, civil society, and experts.

The ministry credited patient
cooperation and constructive roles
from stakeholders for bringing the
complex process to its final stage.

In the press release, the ministry
cautioned against any disruptive
activities that could hinder the
initiative, stressing that sustainable and
world-class universities require careful
reforms and stability. As the ordinance
now awaits approval at the highest
level of government, the ministry has
urged all concerned to refrain from
any programmes or activities that

18 Mros hurt in
attack in Bandarban

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

At least 18 members of the Mro community were
injured, eight of them critically, in an attack in
Alikadam upazila of Bandarban on Saturday, police
said.

The incident took place in Janali Para under Union
No 3 of Alikadam, following a dispute over an alleged
crop theft by community members, according to local
and police sources.

Alikadam Police Station Officer-in-Charge Alamgir
Hossain Shah told The Daily Star that the main suspect,
Jafar Alam, 45, had earlier been arrested in a theft case
and later released on bail by a court.

The OC said Jalar later carried out the attack on
the Mro community in Janali Para after allegedly
attempting to steal crops.

Quoting locals, he said a group of Rohingya and
other individuals allegedly attacked villagers with
locally made weapons, leaving 18 people injured, eight
of them in critical condition.

“We are conducting drives to arrest those involved.
Legal proceedings are underway,” the OC said.

According to local sources, villagers were first
attacked in the morning following a dispute over the
alleged theft of crops from a community garden. Later
the same day, another attack reportedly took place
near the Nayapara graveyard while some villagers were
returning home after contacting the police.

The injured were taken to nearby health facilities for
treatment.

Union Parishad Chairman Kafil Uddin said he had
been informed of the incident and advised the victims

Farmers plant watermelon saplings on dry land at the onset of the Bangla month of Magh, hoping to harvest ripe
watermelons for sale by the beginning of Chaitra. Working from morning to afternoon, they earn around Tk 500
a day. The photo was taken in Keorabunia village in Amtali upazila of Barguna yesterday.
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ICT accepts charges

against

Tapash,

Nanak, 26 others

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

International Crimes Tribunal-1
yesterday took cognisance of three
charges against ex-DSCC mayor
Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh, former
minister Jahangir Kabir Nanak
and 26 others for crimes against
humanity over the Kkilling of nine
people, including two students, at
Mohammadpur during the July
uprising.

Chief Prosecutor Tajul Islam
placed the charges before the
tribunal, which accepted them,
issued arrest warrants against the
accused and ordered authorities to
produce them by January 29.

The tribunal also directed that
four accused currently in custody
be produced before the court.

Other accused include former
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
commissioner Habibur Rahman,
joint commissioner Biplob Kumar
Sarkar, former additional deputy
inspector general Proloy Kumar

Mohammadpur Zone Rawshanul

Haque Shaikat.
Ansar member Omar Faruk,
who was caught on video

allegedly shooting a protester,
is also an accused, while the rest
are local leaders and activists of
the Awami League and its front
organisations.

Prosecutors alleged that senior
police officials, including Habibur,
Proloy, Biplob and Rawshanul,
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ordered and facilitated the use of
Chinese rifles, shotguns and live
ammunition.

Armed party cadres, including
Sheikh Bazlur Rahman, Azizul
Haque Rana, MA Sattar, Tofail
Siddique, Ismail Hossain, Asif
Ahmed, Hasan Nur Islam and

PURBACHAL PLOT GRAFT CASE
Court sets Feb 2
for verdict against
Hasina, others

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A special court yesterday set February 2 for
delivering the verdict in a corruption case filed
against deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina
and 17 others over alleged irregularities in plot
allocation at Dhaka’s Purbachal.

The other accused include Hasina’s niece,
British MP Tulip Siddiq, and nephew Radwan
Mujib Siddiq Bobby.

Judge Md Rabiul Alam of Dhaka’s Special
Judge’s Court-4 fixed the date after hearing
arguments from both the prosecution and the
defence, said Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)
Public Prosecutor Mir Ahmed Ali Salam.

Earlier, on January 13, the same court also fixed
February 2 for delivering the verdict in another
corruption case against Hasina and 17 others,
including her nieces Tulip and Azmina Siddiq.

Between November 27 and December 1 last
year, Hasina, 78, was sentenced to a total of 26
years’ rigorous imprisonment in four separate
corruption cases. Her daughter Saima Wazed
Putul, son Sajeeb Wazed Joy and sister Sheikh
Rehana were also convicted in one case each.

The ACC earlier filed six cases between January
12 -14 last year with its Dhaka Integrated District
Office-1, alleging irregularities in the allocation of
plots in the Purbachal New Town project.

Nahid, Patwary
show-caused over
polls code violations

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Citizen Party convener Nahid Islam
and chief coordinator Nasiruddin Patwary were
served show-cause notices yesterday over alleged
violations of the electoral code of conduct.

Both Nahid and Patwary, who are contesting
from Dhaka-11 and Dhaka-9 respectively, were
asked to remove their posters and billboards by
9:30am today and to appear before the returning
officer, in person or through representatives, with
written explanations.

Dhaka Divisional Commissioner Shar Uddin
Ahmed Choudhury issued the letters.

In Dhaka-8 and Dhaka-11, the returning officer
said several large colour photos of the aspirants and
billboards bearing the slogan “Support Yes in the
Referendum for Reform” had come to their attention,
which constituted a breach of the code of conduct.

Meanwhile, the returning officer served a
show-cause notice on Bangladesh Labour Party
Chairman Mostafizur Rahman Iran, saying that
on January 17, posters featuring his image were
seen on walls and pillars along various streets in
Dhaka-12, which constituted a clear violation of
the code of conduct.

Mahabub Alam, chief of the election media
sub-committee of NCP, said in a statement
yesterday that the referendum banners did not
promote voting for Nahid or Patwary. He claimed
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