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BCB seeks group
swap in meeting
with ICC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A possible group

change for ;1, &
Bangladesh in the Aﬁ
o

upcoming ICC T20

World Cup was oy

. . IcC
discussed during a MEN'S T20
meeting  between =~ WORLD CUP

the Bangladesh

Cricket Board (BCB) and representatives
of the International Cricket Council (ICC)
on Saturday.

According to a BCB official, who was
among the attendees at the meeting, the
proposal of group swapping came from
the BCB so that the ICC can facilitate
the matter with minimum logistical
adjustments as the tournament is set to
start in just three weeks’ time.

Bangladesh are currently placed in
Group C of the tournament, scheduled
to begin on February 7, where they are set
to face England, West Indies, Nepal and
Italy. According to the current fixture,
all of Bangladesh’s group matches are
scheduled (o be played in India alongside
the remaining fixtures of Group C.

In contrast, Group B -- comprising
Sri Lanka, Australia, Oman, Ireland and
Zimbabwe -- will have all their matches
played across different venues in Sri
Lanka.
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Islami Andolan Bangladesh’s withdrawal
from the Jamaat-led 1l-party alliance,
which aimed at mobilising Islamist votes,
is set to have a negative effect on the
alliance’s “one-box policy”.

Islamic-minded voters now have
three options: the Jamaat-led electoral
alliance, which brings together five
Islamist parties, three of which are
rooted in the Qawmi madrasa tradition;
the Islami Andolan Bangladesh (IAB), led
by the Charmonai Pir; and three Qawmi-
based Islamist parties under the BNP-led
alliance.

Against this backdrop, the
fragmentation of Islamist forces may
prove decisive in shaping the outcomes
across key constituencies.

In theory, the public will vote for the
most capable and respectable candidate,
said Salahuddin Muhammad Babar, a
political analyst.

“People may have a religious
attachment to Islami Andolan, but I
can’t say for sure how much political
attachment there will be in the upcoming
election. So I do not think this will have
any significant impact on Jamaat’s vote,”

Farmers prepare land for Boro paddy in Terokhada upazila, Khulna, yesterday. The wetlands remain submerged most of the year, allowing
cultivation only when water recedes in January.

‘Jamaat-IAB split
a blow to Islamists’
one-box plan’

he said.

IAB traces its roots to Islami
Shashontantra Andolan, founded in
1987 by Syed Fazlul Karim, the then Pir of
Charmonai.

After his death in 2006, the leadership
passed to his son, Syed Rezaul Karim.
The party adopted its current name (o
meet Election Commission registration
requirements ahead of the 2008 polls.

“IAB would have benefitted more by
staying with Jamaat, and there would
have been a reason for their vote share to
increase,” said Babar, also the editor of
the Bangla daily Naya Diganta.

In the 1996 election, IAB secured 11,159
votes, and in the 2018 election, more than
12 lakh votes — the third-highest tally
after the Awami League and the BNP-led
alliance despite allegations of widespread
ballot stuffing on the eve of polling,
according to data from the Election
Commission. The party boycotted the
2014 and 2024 elections.

“It was clear from the beginning that
the ‘one-box policy’ would end up like
this, but there was a sense of urgency
on Jamaat’s part, because through this
arrangement, Jamaat wanted to throw
down a challenge to the BNP,” said
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A demonstrator holds a picture of late Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez during
a march to demand the release of ousted President Nicolas Maduro and his wife
Cilia Flores, following their capture by US forces during US strikes on Venezuela,

in Caracas, Venezuela. The photo was taken on Friday.
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10-PARTY ALLIANCE
Jamaat to take
most vacant seats

after IAB exit

alliance is now set to redistribute seats following the
exit of Islami Andolan Bangladesh, ahead of the start of
campaigning for the 13th parliamentary election.

The development has opened up the possibility of an
increase in seat allocations for the National Citizen Party
(NCP) and Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis.

Sources said that of the 47 seats that the alliance
had kept undecided while “waiting” for Islami Andolan,
Jamaat may now claim at least 37 for itself.

Most of the remaining seats are likely to be shared
between the NCP and Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis, though
several other partners have demanded more allocations.

There is also discussion that a few constituencies may
be kept open, as more than one party has taken a rigid
stance on those seats.

All these issues are expected to be settled through
meetings among top leaders of Jamaat, Bangladesh
Khelafat Maijlis, and the NCP.

Jamaat Assistant Secretary General and publicity chief
Ahsanul Mahboob Zubair told The Daily Star: “First, the
liaison committee formed to discuss seat sharing will
prepare a proposal. After the top leaders finalise it, an
official announcement will be made.”

He added that despite Islami Andolan announcing it
would contest independently, the door remains open for
the party to return to the alliance.
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Hasnat regains
candidacy,

his BNP rival
disqualified

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission reinstated the
candidacy of July uprising frontliner
Hasnat Abdullah, along with 44 others,
after the eighth day of hearings, which
was punctuated by heated altercations.

Tension and turmoil broke out at the
EC auditorium yesterday during the
appeal hearing against the validation
of Afroza Khanam’s nomination in
Manikganj-3 constituency over dual
citizenship.

Earlier, the EC sought explanations
from the lawyers concerned. Afterwards,
the commission, led by the chief election
commissioner, adjourned proceedings
for half an hour.

As soon as the commissioners left the
stage, lawyers representing both sides of
the appeal gathered in front of the dais
and engaged in heated arguments.

Also present was BNP vice-chairman
and Feni-3 candidate Abdul Awal Mintoo,
whose nomination appeal over dual
citizenship was scheduled for that day.

On the opposite side of the auditorium,
Hasnat, who is an aspirant from
Cumilla-4 under the National Citizen
Party’s banner, objected to Mintoo’s
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Trump ‘guilty of
Iran casualties’

Says Khamenei as demands
crackdown on ‘seditionists’

AFP, Paris

Iran’s supreme leader yesterday said
authorities “must break the back of
the seditionists”, blaming US President
Donald Trump for “casualties” after a
deadly crackdown on protests against the
country’s clerical leadership.

Iran was rocked by weeks of
demonstrations sparked by anger over
economic hardship that exploded into
the biggest protests against the Islamic
republic in more than three years.

But demonstrations have subsided
after the crackdown that rights groups
say left thousands dead under an internet
blackout that lasted more than a week.

Authorities have said demonstrations
they condemn as “riots” are under control,
with state-aligned media reporting
thousands of arrests and officials vowing
swift punishment for those detained.

“By God’s grace, the Iranian nation
must break the back of the seditionists
just as it broke the back of the sedition,”
Khamenei told supporters during an
address marking a religious holiday by
state television.

“We do not intend to lead the
country to war, but we will not spare

domestic criminals,” he added, saying

that “international criminals” were
“worse” and would also not be spared
punishment.

Iranian authorities have blamed the
United States for fuelling a “terrorist

¢) Trump thanks regime

for halting executions
¢) Unrest death toll nears
3,500
¢) Internet partially
restored
operation” that they say hijacked

peaceful protests over the economy.
Trump, who backed and joined
Israel’s 12-day war against Iran in June,
had repeatedly threatened new military
action against Tehran if protesters were
killed.
Khamenei yesterday lashed out at

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

Trump names
Blair, Rubio to
Gaza ‘board of
peace’

AFP, Washington

US  President
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Trump’s so-called “Board
of Peace” for postwar
Gaza began to take shape
yesterday, with the leaders
of Egypt, Turkey, Argentina
and Canada asked to join.
The announcements
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from those leaders came
after the US president
named his Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, former
British  prime  minister
Tony Blair, and senior
negotiators Jared Kushner
and Steve Witkofl' to the
pancl.

Trump had already
declared himself the chair
of the body, as he promotes
a controversial vision of
economic development in
the Palestinian territory,
which lies in rubble after
two-plus years of relentless
Israeli bombardment.

The moves came after
a Palestinian committee
of technocrats meant to
govern Gaza held its first
meeting in Cairo which
was attended by Kushner,
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