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Jamaat to take most vacant seats
FROM PAGE 16

“We have always said that 
our door is open to everyone. 
That has always been our 
message, and that message 
still stands,” Zubair told 
reporters at the party office 
in Moghbazar yesterday.

On Thursday, top leaders 
of 10 parties under Jamaat’s 
leadership announced at 
a press conference that 
the seat-sharing deal had 
been finalised for 253 
constituencies, with 47 left 
vacant for Islami Andolan.

In the seat-sharing 
arrangement announced in 
Islami Andolan’s absence, 
Jamaat alone took 179 seats. 

Among the partners, 
the NCP received 30 seats, 
Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis 
20, Khelafat Majlis 10, LDP 
seven, Amar Bangladesh 
Party (AB Party) three, 
Bangladesh Nizam-e-Islam 
Party two and Bangladesh 
Development Party two.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh 

Khelafat Andolon and 
the Jatiya Ganatantrik 
Party (Jagpa) announced 
they would not field 
candidates this time, citing 
Jamaat’s assurance of “due 
consideration” after the 
election.

On Friday, Islami 
Andolan declared at a press 
conference at its central 
office in Old Paltan that it 
would contest the election 
independently, stating that 
it had been ignored and 
disrespected by Jamaat.

With the alliance now 
failing to reach a consensus, 
preparations are underway 
to field candidates in the 
vacant seats.

A senior leader of 
the Jamaat-led alliance, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said, “There is 
really no time left now for all 
parties to sit together and 
discuss what to do with the 
vacant seats. A section of 
the top leaders will sit and 

finalise it. Essentially, these 
47 seats will be distributed 
among Jamaat, Bangladesh 
Khelafat Majlis and the NCP. 
The larger share will go to 
Jamaat.”

Asked how many seats 
each party might get, he 
said, “It is not final yet. As per 
the preliminary discussions, 
Jamaat may take 37 to 38 
seats. The remaining ones 
will be divided between 
the NCP and Bangladesh 
Khelafat Majlis.”

NCP leaders, seeking 
anonymity, told The Daily 
Star that they have asked to be 
allocated at least 10 more seats 
while discussions continue.

Monira Sharmin, joint 
convener and general 
secretary of the Election 
Management Committee, 
said, “The NCP has already 
confirmed 30 seats, 
although 27 of them have 
been publicly announced. 
We are now trying to secure 
a few more.”

Bangladesh Khelafat 
Majlis Senior Nayeb-e-
Ameer Maulana Yusuf 
Ashraf told The Daily Star, 
“Beyond the 20 seats, we 
may get another five or six.”

He noted that in three 
constituencies, Faridpur-4, 
Kishoreganj-1, and 
Sunamganj-3, multiple 
alliance partners have 
fielded candidates. 

“These may be kept open. 
In early February, whichever 
party is ahead will be 
supported by the others.”

Meanwhile, Khelafat 
Majlis Secretary General 
Ahmad Abdul Qader, whose 
party received 10 seats in the 
initial deal, said they are now 
seeking four to five more. 

AB Party Chairman 
Mojibur Rahman Monju, 
whose party was allotted 
three seats, said yesterday 
afternoon, “We have 
requested Jamaat to 
allocate another five seats 
for us.”
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Hasnat regains candidacy
FROM PAGE 16

outburst, intensifying the 
confrontation. 

Lawyers eventually 
escorted Mintoo from 
the hall, while his son, 
Tabith Awal, engaged in 
discussion with Hasnat. 
Law enforcement later 
intervened to restore order.

Following the break, 
during the Cumilla-4 
appeal hearing, Hasnat 
told the EC that Mintoo 
had hurled abusive 
remarks, calling them a 
“bloody citizen” and even 
attempted to use force. He 
urged the EC to deliver a 
ruling on the incident.

In Cumilla-4 
constituency, the EC 
cancelled the nomination 
of BNP candidate Manjurul 
Ahsan Munshi while it 
upheld the candidacy of 
NCP’s Hasnat following two 
separate hearings against 
nomination cancellation 
decisions by the returning 
officers.

Munshi lost his 
candidacy after the 
EC accepted Hasnat’s 
appeal, which alleged 
that the BNP candidate 
was a loan defaulter 
and had concealed loan 
information.

Earlier, the returning 
officer of Cumilla-4 
had declared Munshi’s 
nomination valid after 
scrutiny. In response, Hasnat 
challenged the decision.

Munshi also filed a 

counter-appeal against 
Hasnat’s nomination, 
claiming his affidavit lacked 
income and expenditure 
details. The EC, however, 
rejected Munshi’s appeal 
and upheld Hasnat’s 
candidacy.

After the eighth day of 
hearings, a total of 398 
aspirants regained their 
candidacy.

On the eighth day of 
hearings, the EC heard a 
total of 112 appeals and 
declared 45 valid. 

It rejected 37 appeals 
as invalid: 13 were rejected 
against the cancellation of 
nomination papers and 24 
were rejected against the 
acceptance of nomination 
papers.

During the hearing, nine 
appeals were withdrawn, 
while two appellants were 
absent. The EC also kept 19 
appeals pending.

On the seventh day 
of hearings on Friday, 
Sherpur-2 voter Yazdayin 
-- who sought cancellation 
of BNP candidate 
Mohammad Fahim 
Chowdhury’s nomination 
-- was assaulted inside the 
EC premises in front of 
police and dragged onto 
the street.

Asked about the 
altercation among 
candidates and supporters 
in front of the EC, Election 
Commissioner Abdur 
Rahmanel Masud said: “This 
was certainly undesirable 

and unexpected -- we 
have expressed our 
dissatisfaction.”

Anyone aggrieved may 
lodge a petition with the 
Electoral Inquiry Committee 
or the EC, he said.

Hearings on appeals 
against the returning 
officers’ decisions on 
nomination conclude 
today. Hearing is scheduled 
to begin at 10:00am, 
led by the CEC and four 
commissioners. 

The deadline for 
candidates to withdraw 
from the electoral race is 
tomorrow.

On Tuesday, the EC will 
distribute electoral symbols 
to the final candidates and 
the electoral campaign is 
set to begin on Wednesday.

On January 10, the EC 
began appeal hearings 
against nomination 
cancellations or 
validations. The hearings 
will end today.

Earlier, a total of 2,568 
aspirants submitted 
nomination papers to 
contest the 13th national 
election from the country’s 
300 constituencies by the 
December 29 deadline.

Later, a total of 645 
appeals were filed between 
January 5 and 9 during 
the scrutiny of nomination 
papers.

On January 4, the EC 
declared the nomination 
papers of 1,842 candidates 
valid and 723 others invalid.

Shooting in 
South African 
township 
leaves 7 dead
AFP, Cape Town

Gunmen killed seven people 
in a township outside the 
South African city of Cape 
Town early on Saturday in 
an incident believed to be 
extortion-related, police 
said.

The attack is the latest in 
a string of mass shootings 
that have shaken the crime-
weary country of 63 million 
people.

“Police are investigating 
a shooting incident in 
Marikana that claimed the 
lives of seven people -- one 
woman and six men aged 
between 30 and 50,” police 
said in a statement.

Three people were also 
wounded in the attack, 
which occurred shortly after 
midnight and was “believed 
to be linked to extortion in 
the area”, it said.

“The suspects fled the 
scene and no arrests have 
been made,” police said, 
adding that a manhunt 
had been launched and 
investigations were ongoing.

South Africa, the 
continent’s most 
industrialised nation, is 
grappling with entrenched 
crime and corruption driven 
by organised networks.

On average, around 63 
people were killed each day 
between July and September 
last year, according to police 
data.

Two separate mass 
shootings in December, in 
which gunmen stormed  
a hostel and a bar, left 
two dozen people dead, 
including several children.

Jamaat-IAB split a blow 
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Mohiuddin Ahmad, a 
political analyst and writer.

However, it would be 
an overstatement to say 
that Jamaat is in serious 
trouble. 

“Jamaat will now have to 
stand on its own strength. 
And through this election, 
Jamaat’s own capacity will 
be tested. This is because 
the party is contesting an 
election without its long-
term ally BNP,” he said.

With the Awami League 
barred from participating 
in the 13th parliamentary 
election, the main fight 
on February 12 is set to 
be between the BNP and 
the Jamaat-led 10-party 
alliance, according to 
political analysts.

The Jamaat-led 10-party 
alliance includes three 

Islamic parties: Bangladesh 
Khelafat Majlis, Khelafat 
Majlis, and Bangladesh 
Khelafat Andolan.

Initially, eight parties 
were part of the platform.

As the election drew 
closer, discussions began 
on turning the platform 
into an electoral alliance. 

On the eve of the 
nomination deadline, the 
National Citizen Party, the 
Liberal Democratic Party 
and AB Party joined the bloc.

On Thursday night, 
the alliance declared 
its nominees in 253 
constituencies, leaving 47 
seats vacant for IAB and two 
other partners: Bangladesh 
Khilafat Andolan and 
Jatiya Gonotantrik Party.

The following day, IAB 
announced that it parted 
ways with the Jamaat-led 

electoral alliance.
Many hoped that 

Islamist votes would unite 
this time, but in reality, 
these Islamist parties have 
fundamental differences 
that prevent them from 
tolerating one another, 
said Altaf Parvez, political 
analyst and researcher.

Jamaat, for instance, 
follows the Maududi line, 
while IAB is rooted in the 
Deobandi tradition.

“In terms of votes, 
naturally, things will get a 
bit messy.”

IAB will now look 
to mobilise votes from 
Jamaat’s base. In so doing, 
the party will suffer in the 
lower house but benefit in 
the upper house, he added.

Jamaat’s best 
performance came in 1991, 
when it won 18 seats with 

12.13 percent of the popular 
vote, followed by 17 seats in 
2001. 

The party boycotted the 
2014 and 2024 elections 
and contested the 2018 
polls under the BNP’s 
paddy sheaf symbol as part 
of the BNP-led alliance. Its 
registration was cancelled 
in 2013 following a High 
Court verdict, but restored 
along with its symbol in 
June last year.

It managed three seats 
in the 1996 polls, 17 in the 
2001 polls as part of a four-
party alliance and two in 
the 2008 polls. 

Since the 1991 polls, 
Islami Oikyajote won one 
seat each in the 1991 and 
June 1996 polls, and two 
in the 2001 polls. No other 
Islamic party has won a 
seat since the 1991 polls.

Trump names 
Blair, Rubio
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Trump’s son-in-law who has 
partnered with Witkoff for 
months on the issue.

In Canada, a senior aide to 
Prime Minister Mark Carney 
said he intended to accept 
Trump’s invitation, while 
in Turkey, a spokesman 
for President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said he had been 
asked to become a “founding 
member” of the board.

Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty said Cairo 
was “studying” a request for 
President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi to join.

Sharing an image of the 
invitation letter, Argentine 
President Javier Milei wrote 
on X that it would be “an 
honor” to participate in the 
initiative.

In a statement sent to 
AFP, Blair said: “I thank 
President Trump for his 
leadership in establishing 
the Board of Peace and am 
honored to be appointed to 
its Executive Board.”

Blair is a controversial 
figure in the Middle East 
because of his role in the 
2003 invasion of Iraq. Trump 
himself said last year that he 
wanted to make sure Blair 
was an “acceptable choice to 
everybody.”

Blair spent years focused 
on the Israeli-Palestinian 
issue as representative of 
the “Middle East Quartet” 
-- the United Nations, 
European Union, United 
States and Russia -- after 
leaving Downing Street in 
2007.

Trump ‘guilty of Iran casualties’
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Trump, accusing him 
of being “guilty for the 
casualties, damages and 
accusations he has levelled 
against the Iranian nation”.

“This was an American 
conspiracy,” he said, adding 
that “America’s goal is to 
swallow Iran... the goal 
is to put Iran back under 
military, political and 
economic domination”.

While Washington has 
appeared to have stepped 
back, Trump has said he 
has not ruled out military 
options and made clear he 
was keeping a close eye on 
whether any protesters were 
executed.

Trump, who had 
threatened “very strong 

action” if Iran executed 
protesters, said Tehran’s 
leaders had called off mass 
hangings.

“I greatly respect the fact 
that all scheduled hangings, 
which were to take place 
yesterday (Over 800 of 
them), have been cancelled 
by the leadership of Iran. 
Thank you!” he posted on 
social media.

Iran had not announced 
plans for such executions nor 
said it had cancelled them.

Iranian media affiliated 
with the government 
reported that several 
“ringleaders” of the unrest, 
including a woman named 
Nazanin Baradaran, had 
been taken into custody 
following what they 

described as “complex 
intelligence operations”.

The reports claimed that 
Baradaran, operating under 
the pseudonym Raha Parham 
on behalf of Reza Pahlavi -- 
the exiled son of Iran’s last 
shah - had played a leading 
role in organising the unrest. 
Reuters could not verify the 
report or her identity.

Alarm has mounted 
over the reported death 
toll during the crackdown, 
as verifying cases remains 
difficult under severe 
internet restrictions.

Monitor Netblocks 
yesterday said that internet 
connectivity in Iran rose 
“very” sightly, more than 200 
hours into the nationwide 
internet shutdown.

Rights groups have 
warned that the blackout has 
been aimed at concealing the 
extent of the violence during 
the crackdown.

Norway-based rights 
group Iran Human Rights 
(IHR) says 3,428 protesters 
have been verified to have 
been killed by security forces, 
but warns the actual toll 
could be several times higher.

Other estimates place 
the death toll at more than 
5,000 -- and possibly as 
high as 20,000, IHR said.

The opposition Iran 
International channel based 
outside the country has said 
at least 12,000 people were 
killed during the protests, 
citing senior government 
and security sources.

BCB seeks group swap in meeting with ICC
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Apart from these matches, 
Sri Lanka will host the 
Group A matches involving 
Pakistan during the group 
phase of the upcoming 
marquee event.

“The discussions were 
conducted in a constructive, 
cordial and professional 
manner, with all parties 
engaging openly on the 
relevant issues. Among 
other points, the possibility 
of moving Bangladesh to a 
different group as a means 
of facilitating the matter 
with minimum logistical 
adjustments was discussed,” 
a BCB press release stated.

Meanwhile, during the 

discussions, the BCB reiterated 
its formal request to the ICC 
to relocate Bangladesh’s 
matches to Sri Lanka. 

The board also shared 
the views and concerns of 
the Bangladesh government 
regarding the safety and 
security of the team, 
Bangladeshi fans, media 
personnel and other 
stakeholders, the press 
release further stated.

The ICC delegation was 
represented by Gaurav 
Saxena, General Manager, 
Events and Corporate 
Communications, and 
Andrew Ephgrave, General 
Manager of the Integrity 
Unit. 

Saxena was unable to 
attend the meeting in person 
as his visa was received 
later than anticipated 
and therefore joined the 
discussions virtually claimed 
the press release. Ephgrave 
was present in Dhaka.

From the BCB’s side, the 
meeting was attended by 
president Aminul Islam Bulbul, 
vice-presidents Shakawath 
Hossain and Faruque Ahmed, 
director and chairman of 
Cricket Operations Committee, 
Nazmul Abedeen Fahim, CEO 
Nizam Uddin Chowdhury 
and head of security Brigadier 
General Kazi Shameem Farhad 
(Retd.).

Both the BCB and the 

ICC agreed to continue 
discussions on the matter in 
the coming days, added the 
press release.

The situation stemmed 
from Bangladesh pacer 
Mustafizur Rahman being 
released by the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
franchise Kolkata Knight 
Riders on January 3, 
following directives from the 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) after protests 
against the pacer’s inclusion 
in the IPL.

On January 4, Bangladesh 
formally asked the ICC to 
relocate its T20 World Cup 
matches from India due to 
security concerns.

City

‘We’ll always stand by you’
FROM PAGE 1

the state,” he told a views-
exchange meeting with 
family members of victims 
of enforced disappearances, 
killings and torture, jointly 
organised by Amra BNP 
Poribar and Mayer Daak 
at the Bangladesh China 
Friendship Conference 
Center.

Listening to the 
accounts of relatives 
of forcibly disappeared 
persons, Tarique appeared 
visibly emotional, at 
times breaking down and 
embracing family members 
of the victims to offer 
comfort and solidarity.

Mothers, sisters and 
daughters who have 
been waiting for years 
without news of their 
missing loved ones came 
forward to share their 
experiences. Several wept 
as they spoke, hugging 
Tarique, as he listened 
quietly, wiping away his 
own tears and offering 
reassurance.

Addressing the bereaved 
families, the BNP chief 
reaffirmed the party’s long-
standing commitment 
that, if voted to power, it 
would name key roads and 
government institutions 
after victims of enforced 
disappearances and killings 
over the past 15 years, so 
that future generations can 
remember them.

He also said that despite 
widespread repression, 
BNP leaders and activists 
never went into hiding or 
adopted a covert strategy.

“I firmly believe that 
no one can suppress a 
party whose leaders and 
activists take such an 

uncompromising stand 
against injustice through 
conspiracy or propaganda.”

Tarique also said the 
only way for families of 
victims to receive justice 
under the country’s laws is 
to establish a democratic 
government that reflects 
the aspirations of the 
people.

Urging all to remain 
vigilant against any 
attempts by certain 
quarters to obstruct the 
country’s democratic 
transition, he said his party 
intends to keep showing 
restraint despite what he 
described as the Election 
Commission’s recent 
controversial positions.

“Those who are trying, 
using various pretexts, 
to create controversy 
and once again ruin the 
democratic path must not 
be allowed to succeed.”

Speaking at the event, 
BNP Standing Committee 
member Salahuddin 
Ahmed recalled his own 
experience of enforced 
disappearance and said 
the families of the victims 
have one clear demand 
that his party will fulfill. 
“If Allah brings the BNP 
to power, justice will be 
delivered in all the cases of 
enforced disappearances 
and killings.”

Stating that Tarique’s 
northern region tour was 
postponed at the EC’s 
request, he said, “The 
Election Commission and 
a political party thought 
this was our weakness. But 
no, this is our decency. I am 
saying it again -- the way 
a certain political party is 
trying to cast doubt over 

the election, and trying 
to use various tactics to 
step away from the polls, 
we will not give them that 
opportunity.

“Let me issue a clear 
warning -- do not engage in 
any kind of conspiracy.”

When family members 
of missing victims spoke 
at the event holding 
photographs of their loved 
ones, the atmosphere was 
heavy with grief. Almost all 
of the dozen speakers broke 
down, with several unable 
to finish their speeches.

They all demanded that 
the BNP, if voted to power, 
ensures the trial of those 
responsible for enforced 
disappearances and that 
the families of the victims 
receive state support.

Adiba Islam Hridi, 
daughter of missing 
Chhatra Dal leader Parvez 
Hossain, said her father 
was taken from Shahbagh 
on December 2, 2013 -- 
when she was just two and a 
half years old. “Since then, 
I have grown up attending 
programmes like this with 
my mother,” she said as her 
voice shook.

“The commission 
[of Inquiry on Enforced 
Disappearances] says 
we should assume that 
he is dead. Why? Is this 
mathematics, that we 
should just assume? Being 
part of a political party is 
not a crime….”

Safa, whose father Sohel 
was also a Chhatra Dal 
leader who went missing on 
December 2, 2013, said she 
was only two months old 
when he was taken away. “I 
have no memory of him…. 
My life feels incomplete 

without him.” She is now 
13. 

Shahriar Kabir Ratul, 
son of missing BNP 
leader Humayan Kabir, 
said nearly 12 years have 
passed without any trace 
of him. “We have searched 
everywhere. Where is my 
father?”

Lamia Akter Mim 
was only three years old 
when her father, BNP 
activist Kausar Hossain, 
disappeared from 
Bashundhara Residential 
Area on December 4, 2013. 
“I don’t even know what 
it’s like to have a father. If 
I had known I would lose 
him, I would have held him 
close….”

Shammi Akter, wife of 
BNP activist Khalid Hasan, 
said it is unbearable to 
walk the streets carrying 
her husband’s photograph. 
“We only want to know 
where he is and to see 
justice done.”

Chhatra Dal leader 
Mazaharul Islam Russell’s 
sister Nusrat Jahan 
Laboni said her family 
has repeatedly faced 
harassment because of 
their political identity.

As Russell’s mother 
embraced Tarique and 
spoke, he listened in silence 
and offered comfort.

Missing BNP leader 
Ilias Ali’s wife Tahsina 
Rushdil Luna called for the 
rehabilitation of families 
destroyed by enforced 
disappearances.

Ilias was the organising 
secretary of Sylhet division 
BNP when he was forcibly 
disappeared from Dhaka 
on the night of April 17, 
2012.


