
“I may put a tariff 
on countries if they 
don’t go along with 
Greenland, because 
we need Greenland 

for national 
security.”
US President 

Donald Trump

DHAKA SUNDAY JANUARY 18,  2026

Rajab 28, 1447 Hijri Vol. XXXVI No. 5 Magh 4, 1432 BS 60 Pages: Tk 15.00Regd. No. DA 781

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman consoles a distraught mother of a victim of enforced disappearance during a 
programme held yesterday at the China–Bangladesh Friendship Conference Centre in the capital. PHOTO: STAR

Journalists rise for the national anthem at the opening of the Media Convention 2026, held yesterday at the Krishibid Institution Bangladesh.
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The second part 
of The Daily 
Star’s 35th 
anniversary 
supplement 

2026, 

“DESIGNING 
LIFE, DEFINING 

PERSONAL 
FREEDOM”, 

presents voices 
from our 

communities 
and shares 
stories that 

inspire.

Collect your 
copy from your 
hawker today.

‘We’ll always
stand by you’

Tarique tells grieving families of 

enforced disappearance victims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP will always stand by the families who lost their 
dear ones in the fight against fascism, party Chairman 
Tarique Rahman said yesterday.

He added that any democratic government has an 
obligation and responsibility towards the victims and 
their families.

“Many children are still waiting, hoping that their 
disappeared father will one day return and knock on 
the door. Many mothers are still holding on to hope 
that their lost child will once again call out to them.

“This waiting carries a profound responsibility for 

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

SECOND EDITION

With the national election less than a month away, political parties 
are finalising their manifestos. The Daily Star spoke to experts to 

identify the pressing issues that should top the agenda for parties.

MANIFESTO EXPECTATIONS

Affordable care must 
be next govt’s focus

Say health experts
TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

As major political parties prepare to roll 
out their election manifestos, health 
experts say that ensuring quality primary 
healthcare for all and reducing high out-
of-pocket expenditure should be their 
top priority.

They note that primary healthcare 
remains weak and underfunded, 
particularly in urban areas, despite its 

critical role in preventing diseases and 
protecting people from falling into 
poverty due to high medical costs.

Health should not be treated as the 
sole responsibility of a single ministry; 
rather, it should be integrated into all 
government policies and activities, they 
observe.

To achieve these goals, the experts 
have called for an overhaul of health 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Journalists yesterday slammed the 
government for failing to protect media 
houses and workers from mob violence, 
saying stalled reforms and bureaucratic 
inertia have left the press more vulnerable 
than ever.

Warning that a fragmented media 
remains an easy target for political 
intimidation and physical violence, top 
editors and journalists at the Media 
Convention 2026 called for national unity 
to keep the country on a democratic path 

and protect media freedom.
This was the first edition of the 

convention, jointly organised by the 
Newspaper Owners’ Association of 
Bangladesh and the Editors’ Council at 
the Krishibid Institution, Bangladesh 
auditorium in Dhaka, to protest sustained 
attacks on freedom of expression and 
democratic values.

Speakers said assaults on the media 
stand in stark contradiction to the spirit of 
the July uprising. 

“By invoking the ‘July spirit’ to justify 
violence, they [attackers] are actually 
trying to destroy the core democratic 
spirit of that movement,” said Nurul Kabir, 
president of the Editors’ Council and 
editor of the daily New Age.

“When media institutions are attacked 
or silenced, the rights of the whole society 
are bound to be obstructed.”

He said, “I will carry a lifelong trauma 
knowing that the attack on The Daily 
Star was not merely an attempt to destroy 
a physical building, but rather medieval 
brutality … They [attackers] deliberately set 

a building on fire while staffers were still 
inside, and then prevented the fire service 
from intervening.

“Regardless of whether you agree with 
the editorial stance of The Daily Star, you 
must realise that if this attack is allowed 
to happen today, it will be your turn next.” 

Ahmed Noor, editor of the local 
daily Sylhet Mirror, questioned the 
government’s role during the mob attacks 
on media houses.

Unite to shield 
press freedom

Journalists urge rising above divisions at media 
convention organised by Noab, Editors’ Council

Formulating code of conduct for journalists, editors and 
owners proposed 

Stalled reforms, non-enactment of law to protect journalists 
frustrating amid continued insecurity

Threat is constant, protection is minimal for journalists 
outside Dhaka as past attacks remain unpunished  

Journalist leaders mull regional conventions 
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