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Illegitimising opposing 
views creates a sense of 
insecurity, she added.

Rounaq noted that 
ending discrimination 
was a key slogan of the 
July uprising, but it is no 
longer part of the current 
discourse. 

She said it is essential 
that the youth continue 
to promote the values of 
equity in all spheres of 
society.

BEI President M 
Humayun Kabir said 
Bangladesh’s governance 
system will not improve 
as long as political parties 
use the administration for 
political purposes.

If the DCs and SPs 
want, they can deliver fair 
polls, he said, stressing 
that political parties must 
send a clear message to 
the administration of non-
interference.

BNP Joint Secretary 
Syed Moazzem Hossain 
Alal said there were 
numerous instances where 
the interim government 
failed to maintain law 
and order, allowing mob 
violence, repeated road 
blockades, and chaos.

He also alleged that Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus breached neutrality 
by recently saying that 
youths who formed a 
new party would become 

ministers and MPs after the 
elections.

Nagorik Oikya 
Organisational Secretary 
Sakib Anwar questioned 
whether a peaceful election 
would be possible if the 
interim government acted 
as it did on the night when 
the offices of The Daily 
Star and Prothom Alo, and 
Chhayanaut were attacked.

“Was there any 
government in Bangladesh 
then? What will happen if 
the same situation arises 
on February 12?” he asked.

Sakib Anwar said 
political practices have not 
changed despite numerous 
reforms.

NCP Joint Secretary 
Foysal Mohammad Shanto 
said the aspirations of the 
July uprising would fade if 
the next election is not held 
in a neutral manner.

“The influence of 
muscle and money must 
be prevented for a peaceful 
election,” he said.

Danish Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Christian 
Brix Møller said Denmark 
expects the restoration of 
democracy in Bangladesh 
where all people enjoy 
equal rights.

Speakers also stressed 
the need for widespread 
awareness of the July 
Charter and referendum 
to prevent fascism in the 
future.

Court orders further probe
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Earlier in the day, Inqilab 
Moncho Member Secretary 
Abdullah Al Jaber filed 
the petition, rejecting 
the investigation report 
submitted by the Detective 
Branch of the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police.

In the petition, the 
complainant said the 
charge sheet omitted the 
main planners of the killing 
and showed negligence in 
collecting witness testimony 
and evidence. He also alleged 
that the investigator failed 
to properly use modern 
investigative methods and 
technology.

On December 12 last 
year, July frontliner Hadi, 
an independent aspirant 
for Dhaka-8, was shot in 
Dhaka’s Paltan area. He 
died on December 18 while 
undergoing treatment in 
Singapore.

Abdullah Al Jaber filed 
an attempted murder 
case on December 14 with 
Paltan Model Police Station 
against Faisal Karim Masud 
and several unnamed 
individuals. The case was 
later converted into a 
murder case.

On January 6, 
Investigation Officer Faisal 
Ahmed, a DB inspector, 
submitted a charge sheet 
before the court, naming 
prime accused Faisal, four of 
his family members and 12 
others.

Meanwhile, at a press 
conference at Madhur 
Canteen of Dhaka University 
yesterday, Inqilab Moncho 
announced protest marches 
and brief rallies across the 
country after Juma prayers 

today, demanding justice for 
Hadi’s killing.

Addressing the press 
conference, Jaber urged 
people to organise protest 
marches and short rallies in 
every district, upazila and 
divisional city, as well as at 
the union and village levels 
across the country.

The platform has been 
staging protests, blockades 
and rallies since December 
26 last year, demanding 
justice. He also warned 
that the organisation 
will lay siege to the 
national parliament if the 
government fails to ensure 
a speedy trial.

Dhaka grinds to halt
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departing the Science 
Lab intersection, another 
altercation broke out 
between the protesters and 
DU students. At that point, 
protesters attacked the bus, 
hurling bricks and stones 
and shattering its windows, 
witnesses said.

At least two students 
were injured in the incident.

“People are blocking 
roads wherever they please. 
The lives of ordinary people 
have become unbearable,” 
said Ariful Islam, who was 
stuck in a traffic jam at 
Science Lab for three hours 
with his motorcycle.

A CNG-run auto-
rickshaw driver said, “I 
have been stuck in the jam 
for around two and a half 
hours. How will I manage 
the daily deposit to the 
owner?”

Masud Alam, deputy 
commissioner of Ramna 
Division Police, said the 
college students left the 
road around 4:30pm, but 
DU students blocked the 
Nilkhet area in the evening, 
protesting the attack on 
their bus.

Meanwhile, students 
of Government Bangla 
College blocked the 
Technical intersection for 
about four hours from 
around 1:00pm with the 
same demand, bringing 
vehicular movement in the 
area to a complete halt, 

said SM Jakaria, officer-
in-charge of Darussalam 
Police Station.

On Wednesday, Dhaka 
witnessed severe traffic 
congestion for at least five 
hours due to protests and 
blockades at key points 
by students of the seven 
colleges and Tejgaon 
College, causing immense 
suffering for commuters 
throughout the day.

Responding to a 
question about repeated 
street blockades by 
students of the seven 
colleges, Law Adviser Asif 
Nazrul said, “What can I 
say about road blockades? 
In the last 16 months, 
there have been around 
2,000 street protests. 
After a mass uprising, 
public expectations rise 
sharply, but the sense of 
responsibility does not 
always rise at the same 
pace.”

“Some people may think, 
‘This is our government; 
it will listen to whatever 
we say.’ That may be true. 
However, while staging 
protests, we must consider 
the suffering caused to 
ordinary people. Today, 
a newspaper published a 
photograph of a man with 
a missing leg travelling a 
long distance on crutches. 
If we fail to uphold even this 
minimum sense of civic 
responsibility, what else 
can be done?” he added. 

A step towards
FROM PAGE 3

First, BMEAC developed 
a self-assessment report 
template for all medical 
colleges, based on standards 
set by the World Federation 
for Medical Education 
(WFME) and relevant local 
legislation.

After a medical college 
submits its self-assessment 
report, a technical 
committee of the council 
reviews it. If the committee 
gives clearance, a team then 
physically visits the college.

Once the site-visit 
team submits its report, 
the council makes a final 
decision on accreditation 
assessing 11 criteria based on 
which the institutions will be 
judged, he said.

Regarding the two 
colleges, Prof Humayun 
said BMEAC shared their 
documents with the WFME 
for validation, and a WFME 
team visited Dhaka Medical 
College for a first-hand 
assessment.

He said the two colleges 
will be required to 
submit annual reports to 
BMEAC and renew their 
accreditation before the 
expiry of the five-year tenure.

Six more public and 

private medical colleges 
have submitted their self-
assessment reports, and the 
council is taking the next 
steps, he said. 

He also said BMEAC has 
received a positive response 
from the WFME regarding 
accreditation of the council 
itself and hopes the approval 
process will be completed 
soon.

Once BMEAC is 
accredited by the WFME, 
medical colleges accredited 
by it will be considered 
WFME-accredited, he added.

Contacted, Prof Rubina 
Yasmin, additional director 
general (medical education) 
of the Directorate General 
of Medical Education, said 
students from accredited 
medical colleges will benefit 
in terms of higher studies 
and job opportunities 
abroad.

She added that 
accreditation would also 
attract more foreign 
students to study medical 
education in Bangladesh.

According to the 2025–
26 admission circular, 
there are 5,100 seats in 
37 government medical 
colleges and 6,001 seats in 
66 private medical colleges.

Mobile phone traders bring out a procession in the capital’s Panthapath area 
yesterday, demanding a postponement of the implementation of the National 
Equipment Identity Register (NEIR) system and the release of colleagues arrested 
over protests against the initiative. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON


