INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA FRIDAY JANUARY 16, 2026
MAGH 2, 1432 BS

@he Baily Star

Trump right
about Zelensky
stalling peace
deal: Kremlin

Warns Kyiv time running
out in Ukraine war

AGENCIES
The Kremlin said yesterday that Russia
agreed with US President Donald Trump
that it was Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zclensky, not Russia, who was holding up
a potential peace deal to end the war in
Ukraine.

Trump’s assessment in an interview
with Reuters contrasted to that of

European allies, who have consistently
argued that Moscow has little interest
in ending the fighting and wants to take
as much territory as it can while seeking
to stave off further Western sanctions,
reports Reuters.

“I think he’s ready to make a deal,”

Trump said of Putin when speaking to
Reutersin the Oval Office on Wednesday. “I
think Ukraine is less ready to make a deal.”
Asked why US-led negotiations had not
yet resolved Europe’s largest land conflict
since World War Two, Trump responded:
“Zelensky.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
reporters when asked that he concurred
with Trump: “I agree, that is indeed the case.
President Putin and the Russian side remain
open (to talks). The Russian position is well
known. It is well known to the American
negotiators, to President Trump, and to the
leadership of the Kyiv regime.”

The Kremlin said Ukraine was running
out of options to strike a deal to end
almost four years of war with Russia, as
thousands were without heating in Kyiv
in -12C temperatures following waves of
Russian strikes on the country’s energy
grid, reports AFP.

“The situation isdeteriorating day by day
for the Kyiv regime,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters, including
AFP, adding that Ukraine’s “corridor for
decision-making” was “narrowing”.

A protester shields themselves as federal agents fire munitions in Minneapolis, Minnesota, US on Wednesday, amid rising
tensions after a federal agent fatally shot a woman last week. President Trump has threatened to deploy the military as

unrest roils Minnesota.

US bid to take Greenland

‘remains intact’

Says Danish PM after White House talks; Furope
sends more troops to the Arctic island

AGENCIES

Denmark’s prime minister said yesterday the
US ambition to take control of Greenland
remained “intact” and that there was still a
fundamental disagreement between the
countries, despite high-stakes White
House talks.

“There is a fundamental
disagreement, because the
American ambition to take over
Greenland remains intact. This
is obviously a serious matter,
and we are therefore continuing
our efforts to prevent this scenario
from becoming a reality,” Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen said in a
statement.

European military personnel were due
to begin arriving in Greenland yesterday,
shortly after the White House talks between
American, Danish and Greenlandic officials
in Washington failed to resolve “fundamental

disagreement” over the mineral-rich, strategic
Arctic island.
US President Donald Trump has repeatedly
vowed (o take control of the autonomous
Danish territory, arguing that it is vital for US
security.
France, Sweden, Germany and
Norway announced Wednesday
that  they would deploy
military personnel as part of
a reconnaissance mission to
Greenland’s capital Nuuk.
“Soldiers of Nato are expected
to be more present in Greenland
from today and in the coming days.
It is expected that there will be more
military flights and ships,” Greenland’s
deputy prime minister Mute Egede told a news
conference on Wednesday, adding they would
be “training”.
“The first French military personnel are
already on their way. Others will follow,” French
President Emmanuel Macron said on X.

VENEZUELAN OIL
US completes

first $500m sale

Trump praises ‘terrific’ new
Venezuela leader after call
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The United States has completed its first sale of
Venezuelan oil, valued at $500 million, according
to an administration official.

Additional sales of oil are expected in the
- coming days and weeks, the official added.

In the days since the United States attacked
Venezuela and captured its president, Nicolas
Maduro, earlier this month, President Donald
Trump has made it clear that he plans to tap into
the country’s vast oil reserves, reports CNN.

o Meanwhile, Trump said Wednesday he had held
vl a “long call” with Venezuela’s interim president
Delcy Rodriguez, the first known contact between
the two leaders since the ouster of Maduro.

“We just had a great conversation today, and
she’s a terrific person,” Trump told reporters
in the Oval Office. He later said on social media
that he and Rodriguez had discussed “many
topics,” including oil, minerals, trade and national
security.

“We are making tremendous progress,” Trump
said. After Maduro’s capture in a deadly US special
forces operation on January 3, Trump said he was
content to let his former deputy Rodriguez take

PHOTO: REUTERS

“France over -- as long as she gave the United States access

‘ ‘ and the to Venezuelan oil, reports AFP.
He has suggested the United States could
E“l'?l’eans maintain oversight of the Caribbean country for
must continue years. Rodriguez has been walking a diplomatic
to be present tightrope, trying to meet Trump’s demands
wherever their without alienating Maduro loyalists, who
interests are control Venezuela’s security forces and feared

” paramilitaries.

threatened... Writing on Telegram, she described her call
French President with the US leader as “productive and courteous”

Emmanuel Macron and characterized by “mutual respect.”
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US launches Gaza
plan’s 2nd phase

Forms Palestinian
committee; Fatah, Hamas
endorse the panel

REUTERS, Cairo

The United States said on Wednesday it is launching
the second phase of its plan to end the Gaza war,
even as key elements of the first phase - including
a complete ceasefire between Israel and Hamas -
remain unfulfilled.

The first phase has been shaken by issues
including Israeli airstrikes that have killed hundreds
in Gaza, the failure to retrieve the remains of one
last Israeli hostage, and Israeli delays in reopening
Gaza’s border crossing with Egypt.

By pressing on with phase two, the United States
and its mediator partners will need to tackle the even
more vexing challenges of disarming Palestinian
group Hamas, which has refused to give up its arms,
and deploying an international peacekeeping force.

Announcing the second phase in a social media
post, President Donald Trump’s special envoy
Steve Witkofl' said it “establishes a transitional
technocratic Palestinian administration in Gaza”
and would begin the process of disarmament and
reconstruction.

The Palestinian body will have 15 members and
will be led by Ali Shaath, a former deputy minister
in the Western-backed Palestinian Authority who
had been in charge of developing industrial zones,
according to a joint statement by mediators Egypt,
Qatar and Turkey.

A senior Hamas oflicial yesterday welcomed the
formation of the technocratic committee, saying it
would help consolidate the ceasefire and prevent a
return to fighting.

Israeland Hamassigned offin October on Trump’s
plan, which says that the Palestinian technocratic
body will be overseen by the international “Board of
Peace” thatis meant to govern Gaza for a transitional
period.

23rd International Technology Tradeshow on
APPAREL MACHINERY, GARMENT ACCESSORIES &
PACKAGING, SPARE PARTS, YARN & FABRICS.
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Exhibiting : CAD/CAM, Spreading, Cutting, Fusing, Sewing, Finishing,
Embroidery, Laundry, Spare Parts, Garment Accessories, Packaging,
Yarn & Fabrics, Turnkey Solutions and many more

Tech Solutions for Productivity, Quality, Compliance, Diversification & Turnkey
showcased by the best in the world. "Source : Innovate : Succeed by visiting
this largest tradeshow for the RMG industry.

Entry Free !! Show Timings : 1lam - 7pm.
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Bangladesh Power Development Board _
Directorate of Purchase =

Bidyut Bhaban (12th Floor), 1, Abdul Goni Road, Dhaka- 1000 mﬁ
Tel: 02223383081, E-mail: dir.purchasof@bpdb.gov.bd
www.bpdb.gov.bd
e-Tender Notice
The following e-Tenders are invited in the MNational e-GP System Portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of:
Sl | Tender | Packa | Referen Description of Last Closing | Opening
No.| IDNo. | geNo. | ceNo. goods/works selling date date and
date and and time
time time
0l. | 1212930 | GRL- | 27.11.000 Supply of 10-Feb- 11-Feb- | 11-Feb-
02 0.304, 11000/110V, 0.2 2026 2026 2026
FY: 26.214.26| Accuracy Class, 17:00 14:15 14:15
2025- | Date:15/ Dry Type
2026 | 01/2026 Potential
Transformer
(PT).

These are online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal
and no offline/hard copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal
have to be deposited online through any registered bank branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and
from e-GP help desk (helpdeski@eprocure.gov.bd).

For more details please contract to the PE's Support Desk (01768015538).

National e-GP System Portal
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Md. Nannu Miah
ID No. 1-01304
Director
Directorate of Purchase
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