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‘Will boycott
all matches
unless BCB
director quits’

‘No reconciliation
without remorse’

CA tells former US diplomats

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
CrleeterS warn Chiel Adviser Muhammad Yunus yesterday ruled out
the possibility of a truth and reconciliation initiative in
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh due to the continued denial by the former
regime of its crimes.

“Time is not right. Where do you
start? Truth and reconciliation come
when you admit that you were wrong,

Amid growing uncertainty over
Bangladesh’s participation in the
upcoming ICC Men’s T20 World

Cup, Bangladesh Cricket Board was
hit with a fresh crisis yesterday when
Cricketers’ Welfare Association of
Bangladesh demanded theimmediate
resignation of BCB director M Najmul
Islam and threatened a boycott from
today if he does not step down.

when you repent and show remorse
for your crimes, and when you create
the right atmosphere,” he told two
former American diplomats.

The diplomats, who called on him
at the State Guest House Jamuna in
Dhaka, asked whether a truth and

“The remark made by the BCB
director [Najmul Islam] has hurt
the cricket fraternity greatly and
it's not acceptable. We demand
his resignation,” CWAB president
Mohammad Mithun said in an online
press meet on Wednesday night.

reconciliation initiative -- similar to post-apartheid South
Africa -~ was possible in Bangladesh, said the CA press
wing in a statement.

Yunus said that as a friend of the late Nelson Mandela,
he closely followed South Africa’s truth and reconciliation
process but saw no possibility of a similar move in
Bangladesh at this moment due to the continued denial

SEE PAGE 8 COL 5

Rescue officials move a body recovered from the site of a train derailment after a construction crane collapsed onto its carriages,
causing several casualties, in Sikhio district, Nakhon Ratchasima province, Thailand, yesterday. Story on page 5.  rroTO: REUTERS
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Bangladesh halts Govt inaction

desh Stick to polls code Ziaul charged with
on-arrival visas to blame for

till February 15 or face action attacks on press over 100 klllngS,
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT BNP warns nominees Head of media reform d iS a p p e a r a n C eS

Bangladesh has suspended the on- SAJJAD HOSSAIN commission tells CGS
arrival visa facility for all eligible - dial()gue
countries from today until February
15 to prevent any untoward incident STAFF CORRESPONDENT
during the upcoming election.
Speaking to reporters at the foreign
ministry yesterday, Foreign Adviser
Touhid Hossain said, “We’ve been
instructed to do so to avoid untoward
incidents during the polls. Unexpected
people may come here. They should
not come here all of a sudden.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Maj Gen (relieved) Ziaul Ahsan was yesterday charged with three counts of
........ crimes against humanity involving alleged enforced disappearances and
The government has failed to act on murders of 104 people between 2010 and 2013.
the recommendations of the Media A three-member International Crimes Tribunal-1 indicted Ziaul,
Reform  Commission and must rejected his discharge petition, and fixed February 8 to begin trial with the
therefore bear full responsibility prosecution’s opening statement and the start of witness testimony.
for any harassment or attacks on Tribunal Judge Md Mohitul Hoque Anam Chawdhury read out the
journalists since the report was charges one by one with Ziaul in the dock and asked whether he pleaded
submitted, said Kamal Ahmed, who guilty.

The BNP has strengthened internal monitoring of its nominees, stepping
up oversight to ensure strict compliance with the electoral code of
conduct, so that the party’s image is not harmed during the election
campaign.

Party insiders said the BNP leadership has instructed candidates and
their supporters to follow the election rules strictly, warning that any
deviation could damage the party’s image and weaken its position at a
critical stage of the campaign.

According to party sources, the BNP has already identified around
a dozen constituencies where candidates or their supporters allegedly

“We are not stopping visas. They made derogatory or controversial remarks during public meetings or SEE PAGE 5 COL 4 SEE PAGE 8 COL 5
can still come folth regular visas, not online engagements. In response, the central leadership has sought
on-arrival ones. detailed reports from local units and
[Farlier on Monday, the home issued verbal warnings to those concerned.
ministry issued a guideline  to Senior leaders said the party is keen to
st egmhne entry prc_)c.edures f.Or avoid statements that could be construed
foreigners while maintaining security as inflammatory, misleading or in v
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and effective monitoring during the
election period.

The guideline said existing
policies must be strictly followed
when issuing all types of visas,
including verification of required
documents, and that coordination
among concerned agencies should be
strengthened.

It had not, however, specified that
on-arrival visas were suspended.

The  suspension was later
confirmed through a Facebook post
by the Bhutan Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and External Trade, which said
the Bangladesh embassy in Thimphu
had officially conveyed the decision
to suspend on-arrival visas for all
eligible countries, including Bhutan.

Asked about the interim
government’s interest in principle in
joining an International Stabilization

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1
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violation of the electoral code.

“Some candidates have made aggressive
speeches and even issued threats, which
are not acceptable. The party does not
want to create any unwanted situation that could benefit its rivals,
especially as such speeches spread quickly on social media and tarnish
the party’s image,” said a BNP Standing Committee member, seeking
anonymity.

Emran Saleh Prince, BNP joint secretary general, told The Daily Star
that the party has repeatedly provided training to its candidates to
ensure compliance with the electoral code of conduct.

“We have given candidates training multiple times and issued strict
instructions to follow the code of conduct. We also receive guidance on
these matters through our internal groups, and we regularly remind
candidates to strictly adhere to the rules.”

He alleged that leaders and supporters of other parties often make
provocative remarks, but no action is taken against them.

“BNP is a major political party, so our candidates remain under
constant scrutiny. Candidates from smaller parties are not watched as
closely. As a result, even minor mistakes by our candidates are being
highlighted and treated as major violations.”
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