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NY Bangla 
book fair to 
be held from 
May 22 to 25
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 35th edition of the “New 
York International Bangla 
Book Fair” will be held from 
May 22 to 25 at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center in 
New York, USA.

Launched outside 
Bangladesh in 1992, the 
fair dedicated to Bangla-
language books is marking 
its 35-year milestone this 
year with the slogan “As 
many books, so many lives.”

The information was 
shared at a press conference 
yesterday at Jatiya Press Club. 
The event was organised 
by the fair’s organiser, the 
Muktadhara Foundation.

M u k t a d h a r a 
Foundation President Prof 
Ziauddin Ahmed said, “The 
greatest joy of the book fair 
is that it brings together 
Bangla book lovers from 
all over America. Not only 
Bangla-speaking writers 
from Bangladesh and West 
Bengal, but also writers 
and readers scattered 
across Europe and other 
parts of the world join 
this fair, coming together 
out of love for the Bangla 
language in a land far from 
their roots...”

Convener of this year’s 
fair, economist Dr Nazrul 
Islam, gave the welcome 
address. Writer Sadat 
Hossain also spoke.

Cold persists 
in the north

Tentulia logs lowest temperature for sixth day

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A mild cold wave has continued to sweep across the northern 
districts of Panchagarh and Thakurgaon, disrupting daily life. 

Tentulia in Panchagarh recorded the country’s lowest 
temperature for the sixth consecutive day, with the mercury 
dropping to 8 degrees Celsius at 9:00am yesterday. Earlier, Tentulia 
recorded 7.5 degrees Celsius on Tuesday, 8.4 degrees on Monday, 
7.3 degrees on Sunday, 8.3 degrees on Saturday and 6.8 degrees on 
Friday.

Wind speeds ranged between 8-10 kilometres per hour, while 
humidity stood at 98 percent, said Jitendranath Ray, acting officer 
of the Tentulia Weather Observatory.

Elsewhere in the region, temperatures were recorded at 
9 degrees Celsius in Thakurgaon, 10.6 degrees in Dimla of 
Nilphamari, 11.5 degrees in Dinajpur, 12.6 degrees in Rangpur, and 
10.2 degrees in Rajarhat of Kurigram.

Despite the cold spell, residents have found some relief and engaged 
in normal outdoor activities with bright sunshine over the past two days.

Meteorological officials said icy winds from the Himalayan 
region, coupled with nearly clear skies, have been intensifying the 
cold in northern districts. The weather situation is likely to remain 
unchanged over the next few days.

According to the Bangladesh Meteorological Department, 
temperatures between 8-10 degrees Celsius are classified as a 
mild cold wave, 6-8 degrees as a moderate cold wave, and below 6 
degrees Celsius as a severe cold wave.
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A subdued Sakrain
Last day of Poush arrives in Old Dhaka with 
fewer kites and fading traditions

RAKIB MADBER

The last day of Poush once meant Old 
Dhaka’s rooftops bursting with laughter, 
with colourful kites filling the sky 
and engaging in playful aerial 
battles. This year, however, 
the familiar celebrations 
seem noticeably subdued.

Sakrain is a festival 
that has long defined 
winter in Old Dhaka.

A c r o s s 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s 
like Shakharibazar, 
Sutrapur, Gandaria, 
Narinda, Kagjitola and 
Lakshmibazar, kite shops 
stood stocked.

“Kite sales are much lower this 
year for various reasons. Last year, sales 
were much better,” said Jitu Roy, a seller at 
Shakharibazar.

His disappointment was echoed by 

Santosh of Lakshmibazar, “We thought 
sales would increase on the final day, but 
it was disappointing. The Sakrain vibe just 
isn’t there anymore.”

The skies told the same story. A 
handful of kites appeared in the 

morning, but by afternoon, 
the air was still. As evening 

fell, fireworks, lanterns 
and music drowned out 
the traditional kite-
flying that once defined 
the festival.

“Our Sakrain then 
and now are completely 

different,” said Jamir, 
42, a resident of Sutrapur. 

“Previously, the sky would 
be covered with kites. Now 

Sakrain mostly means DJ parties 
and fireworks.”

Locals believe the nature of Sakrain 
has shifted over time, which is reflected 
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Seventy-two 
more aspirants 
now back in race
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seventy-two more aspirants yesterday 
regained their candidacy to contest 
the 13th national polls scheduled for 
February 12. 

The Election Commission heard 100 
appeals on the fifth day of reviewing 
appeals against returning officers’ 
decisions to reject nominations. Of 
these, 73 were declared valid, EC Senior 
Secretary Akhtar Ahmed said in at the 
commission’s headquarters in Dhaka.

Ten appeals were kept pending, he 
said.

In Kurigram-4, Jatiya Party candidate 
KM Fazlul Mandal filed an appeal against 
the candidacy of Bangladesh Supreme 
Party candidate Shefali Begum.

The EC upheld 
the appeal, noting 
that Shefali had 
retired from 
government service 
only a year ago, 
which disqualified 
her from contesting. 
Her candidacy was 
cancelled.

Of the 72 candidates who regained 
their nominations through yesterday’s 
appeals, 24 belong to Islami Andolan 
Bangladesh (IAB).

Over the five days of hearings, the EC 
heard a total of 380 appeals. Of these, it 
approved 277 and rejected 81.

Akhtar said 23 appeals were kept 
pending for further hearing due to 
several reasons. The hearings will 
continue till January 18.

Asked about allegations that the 
government is campaigning for 
the referendum in violation of the 
Referendum Ordinance, the EC secretary 
said, “Ask those who are campaigning, 
why are you asking me?”


