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Pro-AlL teacher

chased in CU,
handed over
to proctor

CU CORRESPONDENT
Leaders of the Chittagong University
Central Students’ Union (Cucsu) yesterday
heckled a faculty member who is said to
be aligned with the Awami League and
handed him over to the proctor’s office.

The incident occurred around noon
when Hasan Muhammad Roman,
an assistant professor in Chittagong
University’s  law  department,  was
supervising the ‘B’ unit admission test for
the 2025-26 academic session at Gallery 1.

Roman had taken a stance against
the quota reform movement in July
2024, according to multiple complaints
received by the university administration.
In response, the university formed an
investigation committee, whose work is
still ongoing.

“A teacher known as an associate of
fascism was performing admission test

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

3 from Ctg
family killed in
Oman car crash

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

BYPASS OR OFFROAD?... Dust clouds from passing traffic on the unpaved Sonadanga Bypass Link Road at Khulna’s Khalashi
Mor are further worsening the air quality, which is already poor owing to the dry season. This busy road serving traffic to and
from the Sonadanga Bus Terminal has been left in disrepair for an extended period. The photo was taken yesterday.

11 parties ‘close to reaching
seat-sharing deal’

Jamaat, NCP leaders say

Dhaka pushes
Washington to
lower tarills

Urges ease of US visa bonds;
shows interest in joining int’l
stabilisation force for Gaza

the United States may see further reduction from
the current 20 percent, bringing it more in line
with regional competitors, as both governments
move to strengthen bilateral trade ties, according
to a statement from the Chief Adviser’s Press Wing
yesterday.

US Trade Representative Ambassador Jamieson
Greer has agreed to raise the possibility of lowering
the tariff with President Donald Trump, following
a request from National Security Adviser Khalilur
Rahman during his ongoing visit to Washington,
said the statement.

Both sides also discussed a
proposed preferential scheme
that would allow tariff-free
entry of Bangladeshi textile
and apparel exports equivalent
to the country’s imports of US
cotton and man-made fibre
inputs, measured on a square-
metre basis.

Bangladesh currently faces
a 36.5 percent tariff on exports to the US. Since
August last year, the Trump administration
has imposed a 20 percent reciprocal tarifl on
Bangladeshi goods, in addition to the existing
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Three members of a family from Fatikchari
upazila of Chattogram were killed in a
fatal road accident in Oman on Friday
night, the authorities said, quoting family
members.

The accident occurred in Oman’s
Salalah at around 8:00 pm local time.

The deceased were identified as Bilkis
Begum, wife of Shafiul Alam; her son
Muhammad Sakibul Hasan and son-in-
law Didarul Alam. The family hails from
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MAMUNUR RASHID and SHAMIMA RITA
Leaders of the [Il-party alliance,
including Jamaat-e-Islami, Islami
Andolan Bangladesh and the National
Citizen Party, say they are nearing a seat-
sharing agreement after resolving most
of their differences through months of
negotiations.

After nearly three months of talks,
alliance leaders say they are now

cautiously optimistic about reaching
an understanding across all 300
constituencies.

Negotiations have moved through
a mix of one-on-one meetings and
broader discussions, with a full meeting
of all 11 parties also expected.

An agreement, they say, is likely
before January 20, the deadline for
withdrawing nomination papers.

Asked about the timeline, NCP

Convener Nahid Islam yesterday said,
“We will announce it within a day or
wo.”

He made the remarks while speaking
to reporters after meeting a delegation
of European Union election observers at
a hotel in the capital.

Besides Jamaat, IAB and the NCP, the
alliance includes Bangladesh Khelafat
Majlish, Khelafat Majlish, Bangladesh

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

16.5 percent duty. President Trump had initially
proposed a 37 percent tariff, but following intense
negotiations, the rate was reduced to 20 percent.

The concession came after Bangladesh pledged
to increase imports of American products,
including aircraft, cotton, LNG, soybeans, and
wheat, in a bid to narrow the $6 billion trade gap
between the two countries.

Meanwhile, US Under-Secretary of State for
Political Affairs Allison Hooker said Washington
may review the bond requirements for the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Anti-war activists hold placards during a rally against the US aggression on Venezuela outside Downing Street in

London, Britain, yesterday.
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Venezuela eyes talks
to resolve crisis

Trump pitches Venezuela oil to US companies,
gets lukewarm response

AGENCIES

Venezuela was set to hold talks on
Saturday with US envoys in Caracas
on restoring diplomatic ties, days
after US forces deposed Nicolas
Maduro as its president.

Venezuela said Friday it had
launched discussions with US
diplomats in the capital, the latest
sign of cooperation following the
leftist leader’s capture and US
President Donald Trump’s claim to
be “in charge” of the South American
country.

Officials said the US envoys were
in Caracas to discuss reopening
the country’s embassy, while in
Washington Trump met with oil
companies over his plans to access
Venezuela’s huge crude reserves.

The government of interim
President Delcy Rodriguez “has

¢) Fifth tanker linked to
Caracas seized

Pro-Maduro protests
held in Venezuela

Trump set to meet
Machado next week

decided to initiate an exploratory
diplomatic  process with the
government of the United States of
America, aimed at re-establishing
diplomatic  missions in both
countries,” Foreign Minister Yvan Gil
said in a statement.

John McNamara, the top US
diplomat in neighboring Colombia,
and other personnel “travelled

to Caracas to conduct an initial
assessment for a potential phased
resumption of operations,” a US
official said on customary condition
of anonymity.

Venezuela said it would be
reciprocating by  sending a
delegation to Washington.

Rodriguez in a statement
condemned “the serious, criminal,
illegal and illegitimate attack” by the
United States and vowed: “Venezuela
will continue to confront this
aggression through the diplomatic
route.”

Trump said earlier Friday that
he had called off a second wave of
attacks on Venezuela due in part to
the release of political prisoners.

The US president had suggested
he might use force again to get his
way in Venezuela, which has the
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