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‘American? 

NO!’
Says Greenland

AFP, Nuuk

Greenland’s political parties 
said they did not want to be 
under Washington as US 
President Donald Trump 
again suggested using 
force to seize the mineral-
rich Danish autonomous 
territory, raising concern 
worldwide.

The statement late 
Friday came after Trump 
repeated that Washington 
was “going to do something 
on Greenland, whether they 
like it or not”.

European capitals have 
been scrambling to come 
up with a coordinated 
response after the White 
House said this week that 
Trump wanted to buy 
Greenland and refused to 
rule out military action.

“We don’t want to be 
Americans, we don’t want 
to be Danish, we want to be 
Greenlanders,” the leaders 
of five parties in Greenland’s 
parliament said in a joint 
statement.

“The future of Greenland 
must be decided by 
Greenlanders.”

“No other country can 
meddle in this. We must 
decide our country’s 
future ourselves -— 
without pressure to make 
a hasty decision, without 
procrastination, and 
without interference from 
other countries,” they 
underscored.

Julius Nielsen, a 48-year-
old fisherman in the capital 
Nuuk, told AFP: “American, 
no! We were a colony for so 
many years. We’re not ready 
to be a colony again, to be 
colonised”.

A Danish colony until 
1953, Greenland gained 
home rule 26 years later and 
is contemplating eventually 
loosening its ties with 
Denmark.

The coalition currently 
in power is not in favour 
of a hasty independence. 
The only opposition party, 
Naleraq, which won 24.5 
percent of the vote in the 
2025 legislative elections, 
wants to cut ties as quickly 
as possible but it is also 
a signatory of the joint 
declaration.

Greenland has attracted 
international attention 
in recent years for its vast 
natural resources including 
rare earth minerals and 
estimates that it could 
possess huge oil and gas 
reserves.

A flurry of diplomacy is 
under way as Europeans try 
to head off a crisis while at 
the same time avoiding the 
wrath of Trump, who is 
nearing the end of his first 
year back in power.

Trump had offered to 
buy Greenland in 2019 
during his first presidential 
term but was rebuffed.

The head of Nato’s forces 
in Europe, US General 
Alexus Grynkewich, said 
Friday the military alliance 
was far from being in “a 
crisis”, following Trump’s 
threats.

US INTERVENTION

Colombia’s rebel 
leader calls for 
guerrilla unity
REUTERS, Bogota

The head of the largest dissident branch of the 
former Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) guerrilla group called on other rebel groups 
to come together to fight US interventionism in 
the region, in a video message confirmed by the 
group as authentic on Friday.

The call from leader Nestor Gregorio Vera 
follows the US incursion into neighboring 
Venezuela, which resulted in the capture of 
President Nicolas Maduro.

“The shadow of the interventionist eagle looms 
over everyone equally. We urge you to put aside 
these differences,” Vera said in a video in which he 
appeared dressed in camouflage.

Colombian President Gustavo Petro - a former 
guerrilla who vowed to bring peace to the country 
after more than six decades of internal armed 
conflict - is set to meet US President Donald 
Trump in Washington in February.

The planned meeting comes days after Trump 
threatened Colombia with military action. Trump 
has repeatedly accused the administration of 
Petro, without evidence, of enabling a steady flow 
of cocaine into the US, imposing sanctions on the 
Colombian leader in October.

“Destiny is calling us to unite. We are not 
scattered forces, we are heirs to the same cause. 
Let us weave unity through action and forge 
the great insurgent bloc that will push back the 
enemies of the greater homeland,” Vera added in 
the video addressed to other rebel groups.

Residents of the Sheikh Maqsud neighbourhood, react as they are escorted out of the harms way by the members of Syrian government 
security forces, in Aleppo yesterday. Syria’s army said it had completed a “security sweep” of a neighbourhood in Aleppo where it clashed 
with Kurdish forces, who denied losing control of the area after defying calls to surrender. PHOTO: AFP
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‘US needs to own 

Greenland’
Trump says if US doesn’t, China Russia will occupy 

it; Danish PM says invasion would end Nato
AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump on Friday 
again suggested the use of force to seize 
Greenland as he brushed aside Denmark’s 
sovereignty over the autonomous Arctic 
island.

“We are going to do something on 
Greenland, whether they like it or not,” 
Trump said at a White House meeting 
with oil executives looking to benefit in 
Venezuela, where the 
United States last week 
overthrew the president.

“I would like to make a 
deal, you know, the easy 
way. But if we don’t do 
it the easy way, we’re 
going to do it the hard 
way,” Trump said when 
asked of Greenland.

Trump says 
controlling the mineral-
rich island is crucial for 
US national security given 
the rising military activity 
of Russia and China in 
the Arctic.

“We’re not going to have Russia or China 
occupy Greenland. That’s what they’re 
going to do if we don’t.”

US already has a military presence on 
the island under a 1951 agreement. The 
island of 57,000 people is an autonomous 
territory of the Kingdom of Denmark.

Both China and Russia have increased 
military activity in the Arctic region in 
recent years, but neither has laid any claim 
to the vast icy island.

“You defend ownership. You don’t 
defend leases. And we’ll have to defend 
Greenland. If we don’t do it, China or Russia 
will,” Trump said.

Trump and White House officials have 
been discussing various plans to bring 
Greenland under US control, including 
potential use of the US military and lump 
sum payments to Greenlanders as part 
of a bid to convince them to secede from 
Denmark and potentially join the US.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen 
has warned that an invasion of Greenland 
would end “everything,” meaning Nato and 

the post-World War II security structure.
Trump made light of 

the concerns of Denmark, 
a steadfast US ally that 
joined the United States 
in the controversial 2003 
invasion of Iraq.

“I’m a fan of 
Denmark, too, I have to 
tell you. And you know, 
they’ve been very nice to 

me,” Trump said.
“But you know, the 

fact that they had a boat 
land there 500 years ago 
doesn’t mean that they 
own the land.”

Secretary of State Marco Rubio is 
due to meet next week with Denmark’s 
foreign minister and representatives from 
Greenland.

Leaders in Copenhagen and throughout 
Europe have reacted with disdain in recent 
days to comments by Trump and other 
White House officials asserting their right 
to Greenland. The US and Denmark are 
NATO allies bound by a mutual defense 
agreement.

On Tuesday, France, Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Spain, Britain and Denmark issued 
a joint statement, saying only Greenland 
and Denmark can decide matters regarding 
their relations.  

DENMARK’S GREENLAND DILEMMA

Defending a territory 
already on its way out

REUTERS, Copenhagen

When US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio meets his Danish and 
Greenlandic counterparts next 
week, Denmark will be defending 
a territory that has been moving 
steadily away from it and towards 
independence since 1979.

President Donald Trump’s 
threats to seize Greenland have 
triggered a wave of European 
solidarity with Denmark. 
But the crisis has exposed an 
uncomfortable reality - Denmark 
is rallying support to protect a 
territory whose population wants 
independence, and whose largest 
opposition party now wants to 
bypass Copenhagen and negotiate 
directly with Washington.

“Denmark risks exhausting its 
foreign policy capital to secure 
Greenland, only to watch it walk 
away afterwards,” said Mikkel 
Vedby Rasmussen, a political 
science professor at University of 
Copenhagen.

Denmark cannot let Greenland 
go without losing its geopolitical 
relevance in the Arctic territory, 
strategically located between 
Europe and North America and 
a critical site for the US ballistic 
missile defence system.

Yet it may ultimately 
have nothing to show for its 
efforts if Greenlanders choose 
independence -- or strike their 
own deal with Washington.

The stakes extend beyond 
Denmark’s national interests. 
European allies have rallied behind 
Denmark not just out of solidarity, 
but because giving up Greenland 
would set a dangerous precedent 

that could embolden other powers 
to pursue territorial claims against 
smaller nations, upending the 
post-1945 world order.

Denmark’s foreign ministry 
declined to comment, but referred 
to joint remarks by Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen and 
Greenlandic Prime Minister Jens-
Frederik Nielsen on December 22.

“National borders and the 
sovereignty of states are rooted in 
international law,” the two leaders 
said. “They are fundamental 
principles. You cannot annex 
another country ... Greenland 
belongs to the Greenlanders.”

For now, the Trump 
administration says all options are 
on the table, including buying the 
territory or taking it by force.

Copenhagen professor 
Rasmussen said any discussion of 
whether holding on to Greenland 
is worth the cost has been drowned 

out by outrage at Trump’s threats.
“It is not part of the political 

debate in Denmark. I fear we have 
gone into patriotic overdrive,” he 
said.

During the Cold War, 
Greenland’s strategic location 
gave Denmark outsized influence 
in Washington and allowed it to 
maintain lower defence spending 
than would otherwise be expected 
of a Nato ally.

This became known as “the 
Greenland Card”, according to a 
2017 report by the University of 
Copenhagen’s Centre for Military 
Studies.

But Greenland’s aspirations 
for self-determination have 
been brewing since the former 
colony got greater autonomy 
and its own parliament in 1979. 
A 2009 agreement explicitly 
recognised Greenlanders’ right to 
independence if they choose.

Copenhagen provides an 
annual block grant of roughly 
4.3 billion Danish crowns ($610 
million) to Greenland’s economy, 
which is near stagnation with 
GDP growth of just 0.2 percent in 
2025.

Prime Minister Frederiksen 
faces a difficult balancing act, said 
Serafima Andreeva, researcher 
at Oslo-based Fridtjof Nansen 
Institute.

For now, Denmark has 
little choice but to stand firm 
to maintain its diplomatic 
credibility, but in doing so risks 
the relationship with the United 
States at a time “when Russia is 
an accelerating threat and being 
on the US’s bad side is no good for 
anyone in the West”.  

People take part in a vigil after a US immigration agent shot and killed 37-year-old Renee Nicole Good in her car 
in Minneapolis, in New York City, US, on Friday. PHOTO: REUTERS


