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commissioner, Sakhawat 
urged the EC to engage 
NGOs in door-to-door 
campaigns.

He also criticised the 
lack of clarity among 
major political parties 
regarding their stance on 
reforms.

“Do political parties 
want to continue as before, 
or do they want change?” 
he asked.

He said the previous 
regime collapsed “like a 
glass house” and warned 
against returning to a 
system moving toward one-
party rule. He stressed that 
institutional reforms and 
power balancing can no 
longer be delayed.

Special Assistant to 
the Chief Adviser Monir 
Haider described the 

July National Charter 
as a national document 
developed from the 
country’s experience 
over the past 54 years 
to identify necessary 
reforms.

To address the lack 
of clarity among voters, 
Haider said religious and 
social platforms would be 
used for outreach.

He said a flyer written in 
simple language has been 
prepared and could be 
read during Friday prayers 
in mosques, with similar 
efforts planned for temples 
and churches.

Presenting the keynote, 
Shujan Secretary Badiul 
Alam Majumdar said if 
the “Yes” vote wins in 
the referendum, the next 
parliament will form a 
Constitution Reform 

Council to amend the 
constitution within 180 
working days of its first 
session, he said.

Badiul Alam noted 
that most active political 
parties have signed the 
July National Charter 
and therefore share 
responsibility for informing 
voters.

He said parties must 
clearly explain in their 
election manifestos how 
they plan to implement the 
recommendations of the 
interim government’s 11 
reform commissions.

“The people no longer 
want only discussions; 
they want to see reforms 
implemented,” he said.

Former Appellate 
Division Justice MA Matin 
delivered the welcome 
speech at the programme.
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Mohammad 
Sirajuddin’s 
death anniv 
today
CITY DESK

Today is the 
50th death 
anniversary 
of 
Mohammad 
Sirajuddin, founder 
chairman and managing 
director of Modhumita 
Group, said a press release.  

All relatives, friends, 
and well-wishers have been 
requested to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.

Didar A 
Husain re-
elected IUB 
chairman
CITY DESK

Didar A 
Husain, a 
founding 
trustee of 
Independent 
University, Bangladesh 
(IUB), has been re-elected 
chairman of the IUB Board 
of Trustees for 2026-27, said 
a press release.

Presently, he is the 
chairman of Rahim Textile 
Mills Limited. Besides, 
he is the managing 
director and chairman of 
joint venture companies 
PCS Bangladesh Private 
Limited and Cannon Pest 
Management Bangladesh 
Private Limited respectively.  
The other members of the 
board are AK Ashraf Uddin 
Ahmed, Dr Husne Ara 
Ali, A Matin Chowdhury, 
Rashed Chowdhury, Ismail 
Dobash, Javed Hosein, Mirza 
Salman Ispahani, Altamash 
Kabir, Aminur Reza Khan, 
Mohammad Zakaria Khan, 
Yasmine Z Mahmud, Wajid 
Ali Khan Panni, Saifur 
Rahman, Towhid Samad, 
Abdul Hai Sarker and Altaf 
Hossain Sarker.

Hanif directed AL men 
to violently suppress 

July protesters
Prosecution witness tells ICT-2

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The fifth prosecution witness in a 
crimes against humanity case against 
Awami League joint general secretary 
Mahbubul Alam Hanif yesterday told 
the International Crimes Tribunal-2 
that Hanif had directed party cadres to 
violently suppress the student movement 
in July–August 2024 in Kushtia, leading 
to killings and incitement to attack 
protesters.

Md Sajedur Rahman, an organiser of 
the movement, said this while testifying 
in the case against Hanif 
and three Kushtia AL 
leaders -- Azgar Ali, 
Ataur Rahman Ata and 
Sadaruddin Khan. All of 
them are absconding.

A meeting was held on July 27, 2024, 
at the district AL office on Hanif’s 
instructions, where speakers declared 
that no protest would be allowed in 
Kushtia “even if it required loss of one or 
two lives”, Sajedur said.

Following Hanif’s directives, armed 
AL and Chhatra League cadres, acting 
alongside police, launched coordinated 
attacks on protesters on August 5, 
causing six deaths, including a child, and 
injuries to hundreds.

S a j e d u r 
f u r t h e r 
a l l e g e d 

that AL activists attempted to prevent 
the injured from receiving medical 
treatment at hospitals. He also said 
students’ processions earlier on August 3 
and 4 were met with tear gas and violent 
assaults, escalating the situation ahead of 
the deadly crackdown.

Sajedur sought the maximum 
punishment for the accused.

Meanwhile, the ICT-1 yesterday 
deferred the charge-framing hearing 
against Sajeeb Wazed Joy, former ICT 
adviser to deposed prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina, and Zunaid Ahmed Palak, former 

state minister for ICT, to 
January 11 in a separate 
crimes against humanity 
case over their alleged 
roles during the 2024 July 
uprising.

The defence lawyer representing Palak, 
who was produced before court, sought 
permission for privileged communication, 
which the tribunal granted.

Earlier, on December 17, Advocate 
Monjur Alam was appointed state defence 
counsel for fugitive accused Joy.

In other developments, cross-
examinations of investigation officers 
continued in two cases -- one filed over 
the killing of Begum Rokeya University 
student Abu Sayed with ICT-2, and 
another involving the killing of two 
people and injury to two others in 
Rampura with ICT-1.

Lady Jean 
Wilson 
passes away
CITY DESK

Lady Jean 
Wilson 
OBE, a 
philanthro-
pist, social 
activist, and supporter 
of the Global Disability 
Movement, passed away 
at the Independent Living 
Centre on January 4. 

She was 103, said a press 
release.

An Oxford graduate, 
Lady Jean married her 
vision-impaired friend Sir 
John Wilson, CBE, DCL, in 
London in 1940 during the 
Second World War.

Together, the couple 
mobilised resources for 
IMPACT programmes in 
developing countries, 
including the flagship 
Impact Jibon Tari Floating 
Hospital in Bangladesh. 
They had two daughters 
-- Claire E Hicks, MBE, 
trustee and former CEO 
of IMPACT Foundation 
UK, and Jane Wilson, a 
schoolteacher.

Lady Jean is survived 
by her two daughters, 
grandchildren, colleagues 
from the IMPACT family 
in the UK, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, India, Pakistan, and 
Zanzibar, as well as many 
well-wishers worldwide.

Bangladesh IMPACT 
delegations met her at an 
official banquet during 
the 10th Conference of the 
International Federation 
of IMPACT Organizations, 
held in Haywards Heath 
from May 27 to 29, 2025. 

She and her late 
husband visited Dhaka six 
times between 1960 and 
1999 to promote services 
for the visually impaired.

By profession, Lady Jean 
served as an international 
administrator for the 
Royal Commonwealth 
Society for the Blind 
(Sightsavers International) 
and IMPACT Foundation 
UK.   

She received MBE and 
OBE honours in 1970 and 
the 1980s. On her 100th 
birthday, she was among 
the few British citizens to 
receive a special message 
from the late Queen 
Elizabeth.


