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At each location, the trucks 
stopped briefly as leaders 
addressed gatherings and 
reiterated their demand for 
justice.

Before ending the 
programme, protesters 
visited Hadi’s grave, where 
Inqilab Moncho Member 
Secretary Abdullah Al 
Jaber, along with others, 
offered prayers seeking 
eternal peace for his soul.

Addressing the rally at 
Shahbagh, Jaber alleged 
that a “full-fledged killing 
syndicate” and elements 
within state machinery 
were involved in Hadi’s 
murder.

“Our movement will 
continue until those 
responsible are brought to 
justice. We will not accept 
any charge sheet that 
does not name them,” he 
said, adding that no piece 
of paper can stop their 
struggle.

He said the platform 
will announce its next 

programme today and 
hinted that it could include 
actions aimed at forcing 
the law adviser or home 
adviser to resign.

Referring to the chief 
election commissioner, 
Jaber said they do not want 
anyone who terms Hadi’s 
killing an isolated incident 
to remain in office.

“Our continuous 
programmes will go on 
until the CEC comes before 

the public and offers an 
apology,” he said.

The platform’s four-
point demand includes 
a 24-day ultimatum for 
completing the trial of 
Hadi’s killers, suspending 
work permits of Indian 
nationals in Bangladesh, 
filing a case against India 
in an international court 
if it refuses to repatriate 
convicted asylum 
seekers, and identifying 
what the platform calls 
“collaborators of fascists” 
within intelligence 
agencies.

The march began around 11:30am from 
Shahbagh and passed through Science Lab, 

City College, Mohammadpur, Mirpur-10, Uttara, 
Bashundhara, Badda, Rampura and Jatrabari, 

before concluding in front of the National 
Museum in the evening.
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Held for the first time 
since the university’s 
establishment 21 years ago, 
the election had 16,649 
registered voters for the 
central union. A total of 
190 candidates contested 
21 central posts, while 33 
candidates vied for 13 hall 
union posts.

Voting was scheduled 
to end at 3:00pm but was 
extended to 3:30pm. Voters 
already in line were allowed 
to cast their ballots until 
4:00pm.

Voting took place at 178 
booths across 39 centres, 
covering 38 academic 
departments and one 
hall.Three LED screens 
were installed at different 
locations on and outside the 
campus to show live updates 
of the vote-counting 
process.

University Proctor Prof 
Muhammad Tazammol 
Hoque said students were 
asked to leave the campus to 
ensure a smooth counting 
process and that law 
enforcement agencies were 
deployed to prevent any 
untoward incidents.
ALLEGATIONS, 
COUNTER-ALLEGATIONS
Several panels alleged 
irregularities during voting.

At a press conference 
around 10:30am, the 

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal 
(JCD)-backed “Oikyoboddho 
Nirbhik Jobian” panel 
alleged that a certain panel 
was initially allowed to 
enter booths with tokens 
containing ballot numbers, 
while they were denied the 
same facility at first.  

Their VP candidate, AKM 
Rakib, said the practice was 
later allowed for all panels 
after evidence was presented, 
though discrimination 
occurred initially.

About 15 minutes later, 
Chhatra Shibir-backed 
“Odommo Jobian Oikya” 
panel’s VP candidate Riazul 
Islam alleged that JCD 
activists created disorder at 
the main gate after voting 
began and obstructed the 
distribution of voter slips. 

He also claimed voters 
were influenced at several 
centres.

At around 11:00am, the 
Chhatra Shakti-backed 
“Oikyoboddho Jobian” panel 
also alleged irregularities. 

Its GS candidate Md 
Faisal Murad claimed two 
internal groups within the 
administration and election 
commission were favouring 
specific panels, raising 
concerns over the election’s 
credibility.

VP candidate Kishwar 
Anjum Samyo alleged 
displays of muscle power, 

obstruction of polling 
agents from entering 
centres, and violations 
of the election code of 
conduct.
STATEMENTS 
FROM TEACHERS’ 
ORGANISATIONS
The Teachers’ Association 
and the University Teachers 
Link (UTL) held separate 
press briefings.

At the UTL briefing, Prof 
Mohammad Bilal Hossain 
of History department 
said voter slips containing 
ballot numbers and 
candidates’ names were 
not prepared according to 
election guidelines.

He also questioned 
the source of students’ ID 
information.

Teachers’ Association 
President Prof Rais Uddin 
said whoever wins in the 
election, the outcome 
would be accepted by 
teachers, officers, and staff. 

“Despite allegations and 
counter-allegations, the 
association views everyone 
equally,” he said.

Based on observations 
at 11–12 centres, the 
association estimated an 
average voter turnout of 
around 60 percent

Meanwhile, allegations 
emerged that the wife of 
Shibir-backed VP candidate 
Riazul Islam, Mahima 

Akter, was harassed and 
handed over to police by 
JCD activists.

Mahima alleged that 
while outside the university, 
she was harassed and asked 
to remove her hijab and 
mask. 

Riazul said his wife, a 
Law Department student, 
was assisting their panel 
when a mob was created by 
JCD activists.

However, JnU unit of 
JCD Member Secretary 
Shamsul Arefin said a 
few women attempted 
to enter the campus 
claiming to be election 
commission members. As 
their identities could not 
be verified, police detained 
them. 

He said they were 
unaware if one of them was 
the wife of a Shibir-backed 
VP candidate.

PBI charges 28 DU
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accused, only Wajibul is 
now on bail, according to 
the case records.

The PBI took charge 
of the investigation after 
the court directed it on 
February 26 last year.

According to the 
charge sheet, the incident 
began around 2:00pm 
on September 18, 2024, 
during a cricket match 
at the hall field, when 
six mobile phones were 
stolen. Later that evening, 
around 7:45pm, Tofazzal 
arrived at the field during 
a football match and 
was suspected of theft. 
Students punched and 
kicked him before taking 

him to the hall’s guest 
room.

The attackers demanded 
Tk 35,000 from his family 
as compensation. When 
his uncle, Abdur Rob Mia, 
refused to pay, they became 
enraged and beat Tofazzal 
with a cricket stump and 
a bamboo stick, leading to 
his death.

After the killing, 
relatives told the media 
that Tofazzal had “lost his 
mind” following the deaths 
of his parents and brother 
and had become a drifter. 

Mohammad Amanullah, 
a supervisor at the DU 
estate office, filed a case 
with Shahbagh Police 
Station the following day.
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“We have not even been 
able to determine the 
volume of resources and 
their potential. These 
resources must be properly 
utilised, which will require 
extensive research and 
policy support,” said Prof 
Yunus.

He made the remarks 
when a survey and research 
report on marine fisheries 
and ecosystems, conducted 
by the research vessel RV 
Dr Fridtjof Nansen, was 
submitted to him by the 
committee at the State 
Guest House Jamuna.

The survey was carried 
out from August 21 to 
September 21 last year. 
A total of 25 scientists 
from eight countries 
participated, including 13 
from Bangladesh.

Prof Sayedur Rahman 
Chowdhury of the Institute 

of Marine Sciences at 
Chittagong University 
presented the research 
findings at the meeting, 
revealing the existence of 
65 previously unidentified 
aquatic species.

The study also found 
plastic waste at depths of 
up to 2,000 metres, which 
researchers described as a 
matter of serious concern.

Compared to a 2018 study, 
the report shows a decline 
in large fish populations in 
deep-sea areas, while fish 
stocks in shallow waters are 
decreasing at an alarming 
rate.

At the meeting, Fisheries 
Adviser Farida Akhter 
warned, “If targeted fishing 
continues in this manner, 
there is a risk that the Bay 
of Bengal will be depleted 
of fish. The government will 
take a decision regarding 
sonar-based fishing.”

Once a vital route
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“So even if we develop 
that abandoned side, it 
ultimately won’t become 
functional,” he added. 

He also said the city 
corporation does not have 
the funds to develop both 
sides.

“This entire area is 
railway land. Meaning, 
even beyond the boundary 
wall, the whole area still 
belongs to the railway. 
The construction we 
carried out outside the 
boundary was done only 
after receiving a no-
objection certificate from 
the railway.”

He said a rail project was 
supposed to renovate the 
entire road but completed 
only some portions before 
halting work.

Despite repeated 
attempts, Railway Director 

General Md Afzal Hossain 
could not be reached for 
comment.
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