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OCCUPIED WEST BANK

Israel to introduce 
electronic tagging
AFP, Jerusalem

The Israeli army said Monday it was introducing a new 
technological system to enforce movement restrictions 
in the occupied West Bank for both Israelis and 
Palestinians, in a move Israeli media said aims to rein 
in surging settler violence.

The decision allows security forces “to install a 
technological monitoring device on individuals subject 
to an administrative order restricting their movement 
within the (West Bank),” the army said. The system 
would allow for monitoring of “violations of these 
restriction orders accordingly,” it added.

The measure was adopted after a request by head of 
the domestic Shin Bet security agency.

Cambodia breaks 
truce with cross-
border fire: Thailand
AFP, Bangkok

Thailand accused Cambodia of violating a 10-day-
old truce yesterday, saying cross-border mortar 
fire wounded a soldier, while Phnom Penh said a 
“pile of garbage” exploded, injuring two of its own 
troops.

The Thai military said it warned Cambodian 
forces to exercise caution, stressing if a similar 
incident occurred, Thailand may need to retaliate.

A decades-old border dispute between the 
Southeast Asian nations erupted into military 
clashes several times last year, with fighting in 
December killing dozens of people and displacing 
around one million on both sides.

The two countries agreed a fragile truce on 
December 27, ending three weeks of clashes.

“Cambodia has violated the ceasefire” yesterday 
morning, the Thai army said in a statement, 
accusing Cambodian forces of firing mortar rounds 
into Thailand’s Ubon Ratchathani province.

One Thai soldier was hospitalised due to non-
life-threatening shrapnel wounds to his right arm, 
the army said. The Thai army said in a separate 
statement that the Cambodian side had contacted 
a Thai military unit and claimed “there was no 
intention to fire into Thai territory”.

Iranian security 
forces use tear gas 
on protesters
AFP, Paris

Iranian security forces yesterday fired tear gas to disperse 
protesters at the Tehran bazaar who were chanting slogans 
against the clerical authorities, according to rights groups 
and images posted on social media.

The Islamic republic is facing its most serious wave of 
protests since the 2022-2023 nationwide rallies sparked 
by the death in custody of Mahsa Amini, who had been 
arrested for allegedly violating the strict dress code for 
women.

The current protests were triggered by anger over the 
rising cost of living, and began on December 28 with a 
shutdown by merchants in the Tehran bazaar, a national 
economic hub. They have since spread to other areas, 
especially the west, which is home to Kurdish and Lor 
minority groups.

Iran’s Fars news agency said “sporadic gatherings” 
took place around the bazaar, with police dispersing the 
protest and demonstrators scattering into the alleyways 
nearby.

Fars said parts of the bazaar, including the gold market, 
had been closed from noon in a “protest against rising 
foreign exchange rates and price instability”.

People gather at the site of a building destroyed by an Israeli strike in the industrial area of Ghazieh, near the 
coastal city of Sidon in southern Lebanon, on Monday. PHOTO: AFP

Military remains loyal 
after Maduro ouster

Say Venezuelan exiles; nearly 200 US troops entered Caracas 
to seize Maduro: Pentagon chief

AFP, Colombia

Real change has not come to 
Venezuela despite Maduro’s ouster 
as president and the armed forces 
remain loyal to the regime: that was 
the blunt assessment Monday of 
former security operatives living in 
exile.

Last weekend, from the 
Colombian-Venezuelan border, 
Williams Cancino watched the 
spectacular US snatch-and-grab of 
his ex-boss and president.

He hoped it could be the 
beginning of freedom for 
Venezuela, after a quarter century 
of repression, economic depression 

and one-party rule.
But if things are to really change, 

first “a new high command is 
needed” in the country’s powerful 
security services, he told AFP on 
Monday.

“The top brass are totally loyal to 

the regime,” said Cancino, who until 
his defection in 2019 was an officer 
in Venezuela’s police and the Special 
Action Forces, which are often used 
to crack down on dissent.

Through flawed elections and 
mass protests, they helped Maduro’s 
government to survive.

Meanwhile, Pentagon chief 
Pete Hegseth said on Monday that 
close to 200 military personnel 
entered Caracas. “Nearly 200 
of our greatest Americans went 
downtown in Caracas… and grabbed 
an indicted individual wanted by 
American justice, in support of 
law enforcement, without a single 
American killed,” Hegseth said. 

HIP FRACTURE

Mahathir, 100, in 
hospital

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia’s 100-year-old 
former prime minister 
Mahathir Mohamad is 
being treated for a hip 
fracture after falling at his 
residence yesterday, an aide 

said.
Mahathir has suffered 

health problems in recent years 
and was previously hospitalised 

for fatigue after a picnic celebration 
for his centenary in July. He was taken conscious 
by ambulance to the National Heart Institute in 
Kuala Lumpur earlier yesterday after the fall.


