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Ziaul changed Rab tactics post

FROM PAGE 12

(relieved) Ziaul Ahsan in a
case involving alleged crimes
against humanity, including
enforced  disappearances
and extrajudicial  killings
of more than 100 people
during the Awami League
regime.

Praying for charges to
be framed, Tajul said the
prosecution had gathered
sufficient evidence and
established prima facie
grounds to proceed. He
alleged that Ziaul’s actions
directly led to the deaths of
over 100 people.

The prosecution brought
three charges against Ziaul
under the International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act,
1973, accusing him of
murder, abduction, torture,
enforced  disappearance
and other inhumane acts.

Ziaul, who previously
held key intelligence and
operational posts in the
Rapid Action Battalion,
allegedly both commanded

and directly participated in
operations in which victims
were abducted, tortured,
killed and their bodies
disposed of to conceal
evidence.

Tajul also told
the tribunal that the
prosecution had uncovered
another incident in which
11 members of two families
were allegedly abducted
and killed by Ziaul. A
separate charge would be
filed later in connection
with that case, he said.

Describing  Ziaul as
the mastermind behind
the crimes, Tajul said the
killings were carried out
on his orders, leaving
countless families without
their loved ones and still
waiting for justice.

Ziaul’s counsel Nazneen
Nahar questioned whether
enforced disappearances
began only after 2009 and
argued that her client was
being blamed for every such
incident out of personal

animosity.

When asked by the
tribunal to begin her
submissions, Nazneen
sought time, saying she
had not yet received all the
documents submitted with
the formal charges. She also
said she needed privileged
communication with her
client and intended to file a
discharge petition.

The three-member
tribunal, headed by Justice
Md Golam Mortuza
Mozumder, fixed January
8 for hearing the defence
submissions on charge-
framing.

Meanwhile, the tribunal
deferred the charge hearing
to January 6 in a separate
crimes against humanity
case against former law
minister Anisul Huq and
Salman I Rahman, former
adviser to ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina,
over Kkillings during the
July wuprising of 2024,
following a defence plea.

LPG import hurdles may cause
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“Strict  monitoring and
enforcement are essential
to protect consumers’
interests and ensure market
discipline. We also request
the concerned authorities
to strengthen  market
supervision so that LPG is
sold at fair and government-
approved prices, ensuring
transparency and stability
in the sector,” the LOAB
statement said.

Traders, however, said
they have been facing
multiple  obstacles in
importing LPG now.

If the government does
not intervene now, there
might be a supply crunch
in future.

Some wholesalers have
already created an artificial
crisis and prices have shot
up, the importers added.

Meanwhile, the
Bangladesh Energy
Regulatory Commission

yesterday announced the
new LPG pricing for January.

The standard 12-kg
cylinders will sell at Tk
1,306, up by Tk 53 from
December last year.

But at different retail
points, the bottle is selling
for about Tk 2,000.

Customers needed to visit
multiple stores to get a bottle
as the retailers claimed that
they had run out of stock.

Three abducted
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Armed robbers intercepted
the boat and abducted
five people. The gang later
released two female tourists
and sent them back to
the resort the same night,
while the resort owner and
(two male tourists were kept
hostage.

Following the incident,
police, naval police, the
Coast Guard, forest officials
and the Tourist Police
launched a coordinated
operation to locate and
rescue the hostages.

After their rescue, the
three were taken to a safe
location for medical checks.

The incident caused
panic among tourists, and
boat movement to the resort
area remained suspended
throughout yesterday, local
sources said.

Tamal elected
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Other  office  bearers
include Finance Secretary
Aminul Islam, Organising
Secretary Nehal Hasnaine,

Office  Secretary Ismail
Hossain  Imu, Publicity
and Publication
Secretary Mahmud
Sohel (uncontested),
Sports and Cultural

Secretary Md Abu Jafar
(uncontested), Training
and ICT Secretary Sharear
Zaman Dip (uncontested),
Law and Welfare Secretary
Sheikh Kalimullah Noyon
(uncontested), International
Secretary Habibullah Mizan
(uncontested) and executive
members - Abu Hena Rasel,
Ayub Ansari and Mahbub
Alam.

PRAYER
TIMING

JANUARY 5

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-30 12-45 400 5-30 7-00
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 415 535 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

The Daily Star spoke
with at least five retailers
and only one of them said
they had gas but the price
was Tk 1,850.

As much as 98 percent
of the LPG is imported and
marketed by more than 25
private importers, with five
companies -- Omera, Fresh,
Bashundhara, BM and
Jamuna -- accounting for
55 percent of the market.

Most of the importers
joined yesterday’s meeting
at the secretariat.

They said most of
the top companies have
reduced the import after
August 5, 2024 but others
have stepped up, The Daily
Star has learnt from people
with direct knowledge of
the discussions.

At least five companies -
including MJL. Bangladesh,
Delta and Meghna Group of
Industries -~ had applied to
increase their import ceiling
to the ministry at the end of
2024 but the ministry didn’t
accept the requests.

“We told them that the
sole authority to increase
such capacity is the BERC
we (old them today o apply
to BERC for further course
of action,” said Monir
Hossain Chowdhury, joint
secretary of the energy and
mineral resources division,
after the meeting.

The LPG importers
said they have been facing
issues in opening letters
of credit. “We will contact
the Bangladesh Bank to
provide priority in opening
LCs for LPG as a necessary
product.”

Besides, they will initiate
VAT reduction on LPG at
the import level and will
ask the BERC to share LPG
import data every month,
Chowdhury said.

The major problem the
importers is facing is the
shipment cost as the US
have put sanctions on at
least 29 of the ships used
by the importers.

“Now they are looking
for alternatives, but the
costs have increased due to
the ship crisis,” he added.

While announcing
the new pricing, BERC
Chairman Jalal Ahmed

said they have asked the
Directorate of National
Consumers’ Right
Protection and the district
administrations to enhance
market monitoring and
take action against those
who have been selling L.LPG
at higher prices than the
fixed rate.

The price of LPG used in
vehicles (autogas) has been
set at Tk 59.80 per litre for
January, up by Tk 53 from
the previous month.

16 die of cold-related
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was some relief due to
sunlight over the past three
days, but from this morning
the cold has intensified
again. With no sunshine, it
isdifficult to even go outside
in this cold, let alone work.”
Bazlar Rahman, 60, a
farmer from Lalmonirhat,
echoed similar sentiments.

According to the
Rangpur  Meteorological
Office, the minimum

temperature recorded as of
9:00am yesterday was 12.6
degrees Celsius in Rangpur,
11 degrees in Tetulia, 11.8
degrees in Saidpur, 11
degrees in Kurigram, 11.6
degrees in Dinajpur, 12
degrees in Nilphamari, 11.8
degrees in Naogaon, 12
degrees in Lalmonirhat and
12.1 degrees in Gaibandha.

Mostafizur Rahman,
meteorologist-in-charge
at the Rangpur Met Office,
said northern winds
from the Himalayas had
intensified the cold in
the region. “The ongoing
conditions may continue
for a few more days,” he said.

Meanwhile, a similar
situation prevails across
Sylhet  division, where
low-income and marginal
communities, particularly
those living and working
in tea gardens, have been
suffering the most.

Around 10 lakh tea
garden workers are passing
days in extreme misery
without warm clothes amid
the bitter cold.

The minimum
temperature in the region
yesterday was  recorded
at 9.5 degrees Celsius
in Sreemangal. The
temperature is expected
to decrease further over
the next three days, said
Md Anisur Rahman,
meteorological assistant
at the Sreemangal
Meteorological Observatory.

Binendu Bhowmick,
deputy superintendent of
Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital,

said the number of patients
with cold-related illnesses
had increased alarmingly in
the district.

Mina Bauri, 54, of
Chandpur Tea Garden in
Chunarughat upazila of
Habiganj, said, “We tea
garden workers live from
hand to mouth. Idon’t have
the money to buy warm
clothes. Due to biting cold
and fog, I could not work
for the last two days and
spent them half-starved.”

Many others shared
similar ordeals.

Saiful Islam, 33, who
sells second-hand warm
clothes in Sreemangal, said
wholesale prices of all items
had risen due to increased
demand.

Government allocation
of blankets for cold-
stricken rural people has
been largely inadequate
compared to the demand,
said Md Mohiuddin,
upazila nirbahi officer of
Kulaura in Moulvibazar.

Contacted, Mohammad

Sadu Miah, relief and
rehabilitation  officer in
Moulvibazar, said they

received Tk 5 lakh for each
upazila of the district and a
total of 5,000 pieces of warm
clothes for distribution.

[Our Moulvibazar
and Lalmonirhat
correspondents contributed
to this report]|

Rab to act

FROM PAGE 3
the remaining suspects.

Presenting operational
statistics from the last three
months, Shahidur said Rab
arrested 4,366 people,
including 522 in murder
cases and 1,210 in narcotics
cases, and recovered 188
firearms.

He also said ecight
suspects have been arrested
in the murder of Sharif
Osman Hadi, although two
main accused remain at
large.
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