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Gross forex 
reserves cross $33b 

after three years
STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh’s gross foreign exchange reserves 
crossed $33 billion for the first time in three years 
since fiscal year 2021-22, a sign of the country’s 
increasing capacity to cover import bills for a 
longer period.

Readily usable reserves, as per the calculation 
method of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
stood at $28.51 billion on December 30, 2025, up 
from a week earlier, Bangladesh Bank (BB) said 
yesterday.

It means that Bangladesh can cover import 
payments for more than five months. The 
country’s monthly import bill is more than $5.50 
billion, according to BB data.

Forex reserves, which had crossed $48 billion in 
August 2021, began to fall amid pent-up demand 
for imports following the removal of Covid 
restrictions and rising commodity prices in the 
global market after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

In May 2024, overall dollar stock holdings 
stood at $24 billion, raising concerns about the 
country’s capacity to clear international payment 
obligations.

The turnaround in forex reserves began after 
the fall of the Awami League government in 
August last year, as remittance inflow increased.

The BB, which had earlier sold the greenback to 
support the value of the taka, began purchasing 
US dollars from banks at the start of the current 
fiscal year 2025-26 to curb the depreciation of the 
greenback.

The BB has bought $3 billion so far this fiscal 
year.

During the July-November period, remittance 
inflow grew 17 percent year-on-year to $13 billion. 
Export growth was slightly higher, while imports 
also gained momentum, according to official data.

Zahid Hussain, former lead economist at 
the World Bank’s Dhaka office, said the foreign 
exchange reserves are increasing mainly due to 
higher remittance inflows and subdued imports. 
As a result, the demand for foreign currency has 
remained low while supply is relatively high.

Bangladesh stocks 
were worst in South 

Asia last year
Shows review by BRAC EPL 

Stock Brokerage
STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Although it offered the highest dividend yield in the 
region, the Bangladesh stock market recorded the worst 
performance among South Asian economies last year, 
dragged down by poor corporate earnings, especially in 
the banking sector, according to a new review.

The benchmark DSEX index fell 6.7 percent over the year. 
By contrast, India’s BSE Sensex rose 8.52 percent. 

Pakistan’s KSE index jumped 45 percent, while Sri Lanka’s 
CSE All index climbed 41 percent.

Elsewhere in Asia, Vietnam’s VNI Index advanced 39 
percent, and Indonesia’s JCI Index gained 22 percent. 
Thailand’s SET index was the only other major laggard, 
dropping 10 percent.

A performance review for 2025 by BRAC EPL Stock 
Brokerage said the Bangladesh market saw persistently 
weak trading activity throughout the year. Market 
turnover reflected fragile investor sentiment amid a mix 
of global and domestic pressures, including new US tariff 
imposition, international conflicts, stress in the banking 
sector, and local political developments.

While some macroeconomic indicators showed signs 
of improvement, including interest rates, inflation, and 
the foreign exchange market, concerns over banking 
sector reforms and rapidly rising non-performing loans 
continued to weigh on confidence, the review said.

Corporate earnings of listed companies deteriorated in 
the first nine months of the year to September, dropping 
about 423 percent year-on-year. The slump was driven 
largely by weak results from several listed banks and non-
bank financial institutions.

Investor sentiment towards the banking sector 
remained highly cautious, reflecting recent reform 
measures, slower business growth, and elevated levels of 
non-performing loans, according to BRAC EPL.

The non-bank financial institution sector recorded the 
steepest price fall, with share prices sliding 27 percent 
over the year, tracking weaker earnings.

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Islami Bank Bangladesh PLC yesterday organised an 
orientation programme for 1,000 newly recruited trainee 
assistant officers at the Institution of Diploma Engineers, 
Bangladesh in Dhaka.

According to a press release, Prof M Zubaidur Rahman, 
chairman of Islami Bank Bangladesh PLC, inaugurated 
the programme as the chief guest. In his speech, Rahman 
said the bank had faced numerous challenges in recent 
years but had turned each challenge into an opportunity, 
enabling the institution to regain momentum.

Calling on the young officers to play a vital role in 
accelerating the bank’s progress and contributing to the growth 
and prosperity of the banking sector, he expressed confidence 
that the youth would be capable of building a “Developed 
Bangladesh” and a modern Islamic banking system.

Prof M Zubaidur Rahman, chairman of Islami Bank Bangladesh PLC, delivers a speech 
at the orientation programme at the Institution of Diploma Engineers, Bangladesh in 
Dhaka yesterday. 

Islami Bank holds orientation for trainee officers
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Sabbir Hossain joins 
Bank Asia as AMD

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Md Sabbir Hossain, a 
seasoned banker with 
extensive experience, has 
joined Bank Asia PLC 
as additional managing 
director (AMD) and chief 
operating officer, effective 
from January 1, 2026.

Prior to joining the 
bank, he was serving as deputy managing director and 
chief operating officer of BRAC Bank PLC, according to 
a press release. At BRAC Bank, he demonstrated strong 
leadership in information technology, operations, 
sustainable finance, digital transformation, and process 
re-engineering initiatives.

He began his banking career at ANZ Grindlays Bank in 
1994 and later joined Standard Chartered Bank (SCB).He 
is a graduate in electrical and electronic engineering from 
the Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology 
(BUET) and holds an MBA from North South University.

Md Sabbir Hossain

Humayun Kabir becomes 
president of SAFA
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Mohammed Humayun 
Kabir, former president 
of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants 
of Bangladesh, has been 
appointed president of the 
South Asian Federation of 
Accountants (SAFA) for a 
one-year term (2026).

With over 45 years of professional experience, Kabir 
worked at a chartered accountancy (CA) firm and at a 
financial institution.

Humayun Kabir

Iftekhar Enam made 
DMD of AB Bank
STAR BUSINESS DESK

AB Bank PLC has promoted 
Iftekhar Enam Awal to the 
post of deputy managing 
director (DMD).

Prior to this promotion, 
Awal was serving the bank 
concurrently as senior 
executive vice-president 
and chief business officer.

According to a press release, he started his career with 
AB Bank PLC as a probationary officer in 1994.

Iftekhar Enam Awal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram port recorded historic 
highs in container, cargo and vessel 
handling in 2025, although the 
year saw several disruptions to port 
operations. 

In 2025, container handling by 
the port grew by 4.07 percent, overall 
cargo by 11.43 percent and vessel 
calls by 10.5 percent compared with 
the previous year, according to data 
provided by the traffic department 
of the Chittagong Port Authority 
(CPA) yesterday.

The country’s largest seaport, 
which handles around 92 percent 
of Bangladesh total import and 
export trade and 98 percent of 
containerised cargo, handled 34.09 
lakh TEUs of export, import and 
empty containers from January to 
December 2025. 

That was an increase of 133,442 
TEUs from 32.76 lakh TEUs a year 
earlier.

This was the first time annual 
container throughput crossed 
34 lakh TEUs since container 
operations began at the port in 
1977, setting a new record. 

Of the total, about 18.57 lakh 
TEUs were import containers and 
15.52 lakh TEUs export containers. 
Roughly 750,000 TEUs were empty 
containers.

The port authority compiled 
the data by counting containers 
loaded and unloaded at the port’s 
main jetties, the Pangaon Inland 
Container Terminal in Keraniganj 
and the Kamalapur Inland 
Container Depot in Dhaka.

The port managed 13.82 crore 
tonnes of cargo in 2025, up from 
12.40 crore tonnes a year earlier, an 
increase of 1.42 crore tonnes. Vessel 
calls rose to 4,273, compared with 
3,867 in 2024.

Throughout 2025, port 
operations faced a series of 
disruptions. Yard congestion led to 

vessel queues and longer waiting 
times at various points during the 
year. 

Port officials said a series of 
reforms, including digital upgrades 
and expanded yard capacity, helped 
ease pressure. By the final quarter, 
vessel waiting times fell to almost 
zero, allowing the port to maintain 
its growth.

Khairul Alam Suzan, former 
director of Bangladesh Shipping 
Agents Association, said container 
volumes could rise by 10 lakh TEUs 
within the next five years.

With a deal recently signed 
with a foreign operator, the Laldia 
Container Terminal is expected 
to begin operations by that time, 
although it would be able to handle 
at most 8 lakh TEUs annually, he 
said.

Suzan advocated for starting 
other expansion projects, including 
Bay Terminal and Matarbari port, 
to meet future demand.

Ctg port hit several records 
in 2025 despite disruptions
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