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Mild cold wave 
sweeps parts of 
country: BMD
UNB, Dhaka

A mild cold wave is sweeping over parts of the 
country and it may abate in some places, Bangladesh 
Meteorological Department (BMD) said yesterday.

According to the Met office bulletin, “A mild cold 
wave is sweeping over the districts of Madaripur, 
Gopalganj, Rajshahi, Pabna, Sirajganj, Dinajpur, 
Panchagarh, Sylhet, Moulvibazar, Cumilla, Khulna, 
Satkhira, Jashore, Chuadanga, Kushtia, Barishal and 
Bhola and it may abate from some places.”

Weather may remain dry with temporary partly 
cloudy sky over the country.

Moderate to thick fog may occur at many places 
over the country from midnight to morning and it may 
continue at places till noon.

Air navigation, inland river transport and road 
communication may be disrupted temporarily due to 
thick fog.

Night temperature may rise slightly and day 
temperature may rise by 1-2° C over the country.  Ridge 
of Sub-continental high extends up to West Bengal 
and adjoining area. Seasonal low lies over South Bay, 
extending its trough to northeast Bay.

Disappointing and alarming
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former Jatiya Press Club 
president Shawkat Mahmud 
and Anis Alamgir, were 
detained under security 
and anti-terror laws. 

Meanwhile, a female 
journalist was raped in 
Dhaka in March.

Last year, at least 2,047 
women and girls were 
victims of violence, including 
828 victims of sexual assault, 
and 474 (57 percent) of them 
were under 18. Gang rapes 
affected 179 women and 
girls, with 28 killed and 10 
dying by suicide. 

Another 414 suffered 
sexual harassment, 
including 236 children. 
Dowry-related violence 
claimed 35 lives, injured 
32, and drove 4 to suicide. 
Domestic violence caused 
383 deaths, 133 injuries, and 
194 suicides. Acid attacks 
killed two and injured two.

Child abuse cases totalled 
1,371, including 288 deaths 
and 1,083 suffering physical 
or psychological abuse.

In 2025, at least 244 
cases were filed against 
the ousted prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina, the Awami 
League, and other party 
leaders, naming 11,935 

accused and listing 42,523 
as unidentified. 

Over 50,000 people 
were arrested in various 
cases or joint operations, 
mostly from AL and its 
affiliated organisations. 
At least 47 members of 
the banned outfit Hizb-ut-
Tahrir were also arrested.

Under the Cybersecurity 
Act 2023 and Cyber 
Protection Ordinance 2025, 
24 people were arrested and 
54 charged in 27 cases. 

Law enforcers disrupted 
47 assemblies, imposed 
Section 144, and arrested 
36 people.

Forty people were 
killed in police custody, 
torture, shootings, 
gunfights, or clashes 
with law enforcement -- 
six in clashes or alleged 
gunfights, 12 through 
torture, 12 in custody, and 
10 shot dead. At least 30 
prisoners and 62 detainees 
died in custody due to 
illness, suicide, or torture.

At the India-Bangladesh 
border, 30 were shot dead, 
two beaten to death, 39 
injured, and 63 detained 
by the BSF, with seven 
Bangladeshis killed by 
Indian civilians.

At least 3,493 people 
were pushed back into 
Bangladesh, and the Indian 
Coast Guard seized 143 
fishermen in the Bay.

At the Myanmar border, 

two were shot and injured 
by the Arakan Army. A 
landmine planted by the 
Arakan Army injured 12 
Bangladeshis and killed 
one. Also, 176 fishermen 
were abducted.

The report documented 
at least 28 attacks on 
religious minorities, 
resulting in one death, 
16 injuries, damage to six 
temples, 37 idols, 38 homes, 
and five land seizures.

Over 56 attacks on 
shrines across the country 
left more than 50 injured, 
including one death 
among shrine visitors and 
Baul followers.

HRSS also recorded 359 
incidents of worker abuse, 
causing 96 deaths and 
1,021 injuries due to labour 
unrest, worker-police 
clashes, and assaults.

Unsafe conditions 
and a lack of protective 
equipment led to at least 
168 workplace deaths. 
Employers killed four 
domestic workers.

HRSS Executive 
Director Izazul Islam urged 
coordinated efforts to 
strengthen the rule of law, 
democratic practices, and 
human rights protection. 

He warned that failure 
to address mob violence, 
deaths in custody, election 
violence, and restrictions 
on free expression could 
further worsen the situation.

268 incidents
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In another incident, a 
19-year-old Chakma youth 
died after being beaten in 
Rangamati. No criminal 
cases or prosecutions 
followed these deaths, it 
added.

It also said that in 
Bandarban, the entire 
Bawm community faced 
collective restrictions, 
requiring permission for 
travel, farming and even 
buying daily necessities.

In September, 
coordinated attacks on 
Jumma neighbourhoods 
in Khagrachhari and 
Guimara left three people 
dead, injured more than 20 
others and burned dozens 
of homes and shops, 
causing losses estimated at 
Tk 250 million, it added.

Police later filed cases 
against indigenous victims 
instead of the attackers, 
naming hundreds of 
unnamed Jumma people 

as accused, the report 
alleged.

PCJSS also documented 
continued land grabbing in 
Bandarban by companies 
and influential individuals 
in the name of rubber 
plantations, tourism and 
development projects. 

PCJSS urged the 
government to fully and 
immediately implement the 
1997 CHT Peace Accord, end 
extrajudicial killings and 
arbitrary arrests, resolve land 
disputes and ensure justice 
for victims of communal 
and sexual violence.

The organisation also 
called on national and 
international rights bodies 
to closely monitor the 
situation, warning that 
continued inaction would 
further deepen instability 
and human suffering in the 
CHT.

[Our Rangamati 
correspondent contributed 
to this report]
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Our Rajshahi correspondent 
adds, four people were killed 
when a sand-laden truck 
overturned at Jhalmolia 
Banana Market in Puthia 
upazila yesterday morning.

The deceased are Siam 
of Natore Sadar upazila; 
Munker Pramanik of 
Paikpara village; Sentu 
of Bagatipara upazila in 
Natore; and Islam Uddin 
of Charghat upazila in 
Rajshahi.

Rajshahi district 
police spokesperson and 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police Sabina Yasmin 
said the Natore-bound 
truck overturned beside the 
Rajshahi-Natore highway 
amid dense fog, trapping 
several people present at 
the nearby market.

Four people died on the 
spot after being crushed 
under the vehicle, she said.

Confiscate 3.872 acres of 

land of Shah Alam’s wife
Court issues order over graft allegations

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday confiscated 
3.872 acres of land in Dhaka’s Bhatara and 
Gulshan areas owned by Afroza Begum, 
wife of Bashundhara Group Chairman 
Ahmed Akbar Sobhan Shah Alam, in 
connection with corruption allegations.

Judge (in-charge) Md Alamgir of the 
Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s 
Court in Dhaka passed the order after 
Anti-Corruption Commission Deputy 
Director Md Jahangir Alam, also the head 
of a 10-member inquiry team, submitted 
an application in this regard, said bench 
assistant Reaz Hossain.

Of 3.872 acres of land, 3.377 acres are 
located in Bhatara, while the remaining 
0.495 acre is in Gulshan where a multiple 
building is situated, said the ACC application.

According to the application, during 
the course of the inquiry, information has 

been obtained indicating that the person 
concerned [Ahmed Akbar Sobhan Shah 
Alam] in the allegations has acquired 
illegal assets in his own name as well as 
in the names of his family members in 
various places in Dhaka and across the 
country, and also abroad after laundering 
a huge amount of money.

According to reliable sources, it has 
been learned that Afroza who is linked to 
the allegations, is attempting to transfer 
immovable properties owned by her. 
For the filing of a case and submission 
of the charge sheet after completion 
of the inquiry and to ensure a fair trial, 
it is necessary to seize her immovable 
properties.

In October last year, the court issued a 
travel ban on Ahmed Akbar Sobhan Shah 
Alam, Afroza Begum, and their six family 
members in connection with corruption 
allegations.
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BNP moves to finalise
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Regarding BNP acting 
chairman Tarique 
Rahman, Salahuddin 
said Tarique Rahman is a 
political personality and 
must remain mentally 
strong.

“There is no alternative 
to this. No matter how 
shocked he is, he must 
remain strong in the 
interests of the nation,” he 
said.

Responding to another 
question, he said, “We truly 
want to turn the grief over 
Khaleda Zia’s death into 
strength. But we are not 
narrow-minded that we 
will exploit public emotion 
for election purposes.”

In a separate discussion, 
party Secretary General 

Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir said the love and 
emotions shown by people 
after the death of BNP 
chairperson would make 
the party stronger.

Talking to reporters at 
the chairperson’s office, 
he said Khaleda’s role as a 
guardian was badly needed 
at this “crucial moment” 
for the country and that 
people had been deeply 
saddened by her death.

“People shed tears at 
her janaza. Following her 
passing, people will now 
fulfil their duty to establish 
democracy. And by making 
the next election free, 
fair and neutral, they will 
ensure BNP’s victory for 
the sake of the country,” he 
said.

The 32nd annual general meeting (AGM) of Gas Transmission Company Limited (GTCL) was held on December 
29, 2025, at its Head Office in the Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Administrative Area, Dhaka. The meeting was chaired 
by Dr Md Hafizur Rahman Bhuiyan, chairman of the board of directors of GTCL. Md Rezanur Rahman, chairman 
of Petrobangla, along with other shareholders and members of the board of directors, were present. 
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