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Trump warns
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The Kremlin yesterday urged all 
parties to refrain from escalation over 
Iran. 

Trump said he wanted to move to 
the second phase of the ceasefire deal 
between Israel and the Palestinian 
group Hamas reached in October 
after two years of fighting in Gaza, a 
progression that entails international 
peacekeeping forces deployed in the 
Palestinian enclave. 

Israel and Hamas accuse each 
other of major breaches of the deal 
and look no closer to accepting the 
much more difficult steps envisaged 
for the next phase. Hamas, which 
has refused to disarm, has been 
reasserting its control as Israeli 
troops remain entrenched in about 
half the territory.

Israel has indicated that if Hamas 
is not disarmed peacefully, it will 
resume military action to make it do 
so.

During his Monday comments, 
Trump heaped the blame on Hamas 
for not disarming more promptly, 
arguing that Israel had lived up 
to its side of the deal and warning 
that Hamas was inviting grave 
consequences.

“There will be hell to pay,” Trump 
warned when asked what he will do 
if Hamas does not lay down its arms. 
He has made similar statements 
at previous intervals during the 
fighting.

Before the meeting, Trump told 
reporters he would talk to Netanyahu 
about the possibility of stationing 
Turkish peacekeepers in Gaza. That is 
a fraught subject - while Trump has 
frequently praised Turkish President 
Tayyip Erdogan, Israel and Turkey 
have a much more circumspect 
relationship.

While the fighting in Gaza has 
abated, it has not stopped entirely. 
Although the ceasefire officially 
began in October, Israeli strikes have 
killed more than 400 Palestinians — 
most of them civilians, according to 
Gaza health officials.

Foreign leaders
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The Daily Star that DN Dhungyel, 
Bhutan’s foreign affairs and external 
trade minister, and Ali Haidar Ahmed, 
Maldives’ higher education minister 
and special envoy to the president, 
would take part in the event.

Diplomatic sources said Nepalese 
Foreign Minister Balananda Sharma 
and Sri Lanka’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Vijitha Herath are expected 
to join the funeral.

Khaleda Zia
FROM PAGE 2

departure has left an indelible void in 
the state. “At a time when the country 
is passing through a critical juncture 
of democratic transition, when her 
political experience and wisdom were 
most urgently needed, she has sadly 
taken her leave.”

The letter also conveyed empathy 
for Tarique Rahman’s personal grief. 
“You have lost your mother -- your 
dearest person. After a long separation, 
you returned to the country only to 
find her on her deathbed. Even so, 
praise be to Almighty Allah that you 
were able to be by her side before she 
passed away.”

Khaleda to be laid to rest
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The BNP leader also urged everyone 
to pray that Allah grants the Zia 
family, especially her eldest and only 
surviving son, party acting chairman 
Tarique Rahman, the strength to bear 
this grief and fulfil responsibilities 
towards the country.

Earlier, the BNP Standing 
Committee held a meeting, chaired 
by Tarique, at the chairperson’s 
Gulshan office.
STATE HONOURS AND SECURITY
The Chief Adviser’s Press Secretary 
Shafiqul Alam said the entire process 
-- from transporting Khaleda’s body 
from Evercare Hospital to the South 
Plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, 
to her funeral prayer and burial 
-- will be carried out with full state 
honours.

He added that over 10,000 
police and Armed Police Battalion 
personnel will be deployed, with 
members of the army stationed at 
strategic points.

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
in a press release said the convoy 
carrying the body from Evercare 
Hospital will proceed through the 

36 July Expressway and cross the 
Kuril flyover. It will then pass through 
the Naval Headquarters area before 
heading to Khaleda’s Gulshan 
residence, Firoza, via Kamal Ataturk 
Avenue, Airport Road, Mohakhali 
flyover, Jahangir Gate and Bijoy 
Sarani, before reaching the Aircraft 
Crossing.

From there, the convoy will turn 
left and enter the South Plaza of the 
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban through Gate 
No-6, the release read.

DMP added that vehicular 
movement on relevant roads will 
remain restricted during the convoy’s 
movement. Members of the public 
have been requested to remain 
patient and cooperate with law 
enforcement agencies during this 
time.
NATIONAL MOURNING
The government has declared a three-
day state mourning starting today for 
the death of Khaleda.

In a televised address to the 
nation yesterday, Chief Adviser 
Muhammad Yunus also announced 
a public holiday for today. A gazette 
notification was later issued by the 

public administration ministry in this 
regard.

The decisions were taken at a 
special advisory council meeting, 
which was attended by BNP Secretary 
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
at the government’s invitation.

According to the notification, 
all government, semi-government, 
autonomous, semi-autonomous and 
private offices will remain closed 
today.

However, emergency services 
such as electricity, water, gas 
and other fuels, fire service, port 
activities, cleaning services, 
telephone and internet services, 
postal services and vehicles, and 
workers engaged in these services 
will remain outside the purview of 
the general holiday.

Hospitals and offices providing 
emergency services, along with 
employees associated with these 
services, will also remain outside the 
scope of the holiday, the notification 
said.

Doctors and medical staff, as well 
as vehicles and personnel carrying 
medical equipment, including 

medicines, will be excluded from the 
holiday, it added.

In line with the government 
decision, the Supreme Court and 
Bangladesh Bank also issued 
separate notifications declaring a 
public holiday.

In another gazette notification, the 
cabinet division formally declared a 
three-day national mourning, which 
will end on Friday.

Meanwhile, the BNP will observe 
seven days of mourning.

Black flags will be hoisted at all 
BNP offices across the country for 
seven days, said Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, the 
party’s senior joint secretary general, 
adding that leaders and activists at 
all levels of the party will wear black 
badges during the mourning period. 
“Prayers will be held at every party 
office.”

Condolence books have been 
opened at BNP offices, including 
Khaleda Zia’s Gulshan office, the 
party’s central office at Nayapaltan, 
and district-level offices, where 
political leaders and well-wishers will 
be able to write tribute messages to 
the three-time prime minister.

Reverence for a political icon
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and activists.
Communist Party of Bangladesh 

expressed deep sorrow over the death 
of Khaleda, calling her a courageous 
and determined leader.

CPB leaders said her role in the 
1990 anti-Ershad movement and the 
country’s democratic struggle will be 
remembered with respect.

In a statement signed by Mostafa 
Alamgir Ratan, convener of the 
central media department of 
Workers’ Party of Bangladesh, said, 
“Khaleda Zia assumed leadership 
during a period of political 
uncertainty and played a steadfast 
role in the struggle against military 
rule, contributing to the restoration 
of democracy in the country. As 
a three-time prime minister, she 

made notable contributions to 
Bangladesh’s democratic movement 
and development, and earned the 
love of the people.”

Islami Andolon Bangladesh Ameer 
Mufti Syed Muhammad Rezaul 
Karim, popularly known as Pir Saheb 
Charmonai, said Khaleda was a 
prominent and significant figure in 
Bangladesh’s political history.

In a Facebook post, Ganosamhati 
Andolan Chief Coordinator Zonayed 
Saki wrote that he was deeply 
saddened by the death of BNP chief.

Describing Khaleda a key leader 
of the united democratic movement 
against Ershad’s military regime, the 
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal expressed 
deep sorrow over her demise in a 
statement.

In a joint statement, Gonotantrik 

Juktafront, a new coalition of 
different political parties, offered 
condolences to Tarique, his family, 
and the leaders, activists, and 
supporters of the party.

The statement was signed by Left 
Democratic Alliance coordinator 
and BSD General Secretary Bazlur 
Rashid Firoz, CPB President Sazzad 
Zahir Chandan, Bangladesh JASAD 
President Sharif Nurul Ambia, 
Biplobi Communist League General 
Secretary Iqbal Kabir Zahid, 
Gonotantrik Biplobi Party General 
Secretary Moshrefa Mishu, BASAD 
(Marxist) coordinator Masud Rana, 
and Bangladesh Socialist Party 
Executive President Abdul Ali.

Major (retd) Abdul Mannan, 
president of Bikalpadhara 
Bangladesh, described Khaleda 

as a fearless leader who defended 
democracy and national sovereignty, 
offered condolences to her family and 
party members, and prayed for her 
soul’s forgiveness and strength for 
the nation to bear this loss.

BNF President SM Abul Kalam 
Azad called the BNP chief an 
unforgettable leader in Bangladesh’s 
democratic history.

Maulana Azizul Haque Islamabadi, 
joint secretary general of Hefajat-
e-Islam Bangladesh, called the BNP 
chief as a courageous leader whose 
stance for Islamic values and national 
sovereignty inspired the nation.

Gono Odhikar Parishad, Amar 
Bangladesh Party (AB Party), Khelafat 
Majlis, and Rashtra Sanskar Andolan 
also expressed deep shock and sorrow 
at the death of Khaleda.

A year of disruptions for health sector
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efforts to implement those were 
hardly visible.

Prof Be-nazir Ahmed, a health 
expert and former director of 
disease control at DGHS, said that 
though the sectoral programmes 
had some shortcomings, Bangladesh 
performed reasonably well in 
preventive healthcare through them 
over the last few decades.

“But the sudden halt to the 
programmes has put many of our 
hard-earned achievements -- such as 
the country’s success in eliminating 
Kala-azar [a life-threatening parasitic 
disease] -- at risk of reversal,” he told 
The Daily Star.

The interim health administration 
could have set an example by 
simultaneously taking two measures 
-- preventing corruption and 
sustaining or improving public 
health services.

But it could not to do so, creating 
a serious gap in service delivery, 
which will be difficult for the next 
administration to overcome, he 
added.

Prof Rashid E Mahbub, a medical 
expert and former president of the 
Bangladesh Medical Association 
(BMA), said the administration 
failed to provide an alternative plan 
following the suspension of the 
sectoral programmes, which resulted 
in service disruptions.
SERVICE DISRUPTIONS
Since 1998, the health ministry 

has implemented four Health, 
Population, and Nutrition Sector 
Programmes (HPNSPs) to provide a 
range of health, nutrition and family 
planning services, with the last one 
ending in June 2024.

The interim government scrapped 
the proposed fifth HPNSP and 
decided to integrate the sectoral 
programmes into regular ones to 
improve coordination and strengthen 
infrastructure.

The ministry took up several 
projects to complete the unfinished 
tasks of the Fourth HPNSP and to 
continue the supply of medicines and 
other emergency items. Though some 
projects were approved last month, 
many health services were disrupted 
for months, depriving thousands of 
essential care.

For example, there were 
disruptions in the supply of five 
types of medicines for diabetes and 
hypertension to 430 hospitals, mostly 
at the upazila level. The supply has yet 
to return to normal, even though the 
government recently allocated Tk 
100 crore for the service, according to 
a health official.

Moreover, around 14,500 
community clinics, which provide 
care to 490,000 people a day, saw 
disruptions in medicine supply 
throughout the year. No drugs were 
procured between July 2024 and May 
2025 due to a fund crunch after the 
expiry of the HPNSP, severely affecting 
the supply of 22 types of medicines.

Though drug supply from the centre 
was fully restored in August this year 
with block allocations, procurement 
was halted in November due to various 
complications, said an official.

Regarding the disruption, Health 
Secretary Saidur Rahman said it took 
time to approve several projects to 
continue the supply. The situation 
will gradually become normal.

Health services and vaccination 
programmes also faced disruptions 
in November, as several sections 
of medical professionals 
demonstrated to press home their 
demands.
DOCTORS’ PROMOTIONS
The interim health administration 
received praise for its decision to 
promote more than 6,000 doctors. 
But around 5,000 of them were 
placed in supernumerary posts, 
which are temporary positions 
created outside the regular structure.

Allegations were raised that many 
doctors were deprived of promotions 
this time as well due to political reasons.

Prof Rashid said it was 
commendable that the 
administration promoted many 
doctors who had been waiting for 
a long time. However, the existing 
health infrastructure is not adequate 
to absorb services from the promoted 
doctors, and the government does 
not have the necessary plan in this 
regard.

Asked, Saidur Rahman admitted 
that they would not be able to post 

all assistant and associate professors 
to medical colleges due to a lack of 
available posts. In such cases, they 
would have to work in hospitals.

Asked about the allegation that 
doctors affiliated with the pro-Awami 
League doctors’ association were not 
promoted, he said, “Not everyone 
will get a promotion, and there are 
various reasons for that.”
LITTLE PROGRESS IN REFORMS
In May, the Health Sector Reform 
Commission, led by National 
Professor AK Azad Khan, 
recommended a sweeping overhaul 
of healthcare management, but the 
government did not initiate any 
major reform.

In its report, the commission 
suggested that the government make 
primary healthcare a constitutional 
obligation and provide it free of cost 
to ensure universal access.

When asked, Saidur Rahman 
said the ministry implemented 
some minor reforms, but made little 
progress on major ones. “We have 
tried our best but it’s a big sector with 
a lot of challenges.”

Prof Be-nazir Ahmed said that had 
the interim administration initiated 
the process of implementing the 
recommendations properly, the next 
government could have carried it 
forward.

“But given the current situation, the 
next government will have to review 
them and start the process afresh, 
which will take a long time, he added.

UN chief says
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systemic violations of international 
law,” UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said in a video message.

In 2026, as war rages in Ukraine 
and elsewhere, world leaders must 
work to ease human suffering and 
fight climate change, he added.

“I call on leaders everywhere: Get 
serious. Choose people and planet 
over pain,” said Guterres, criticizing 
the global imbalance between 
military spending and financing for 
the poorest countries.

Military spending is up nearly 
10 percent this year to $2.7 trillion, 
which is 13 times total world spending 
on development aid and equivalent to 
the entire gross domestic product of 
Africa, he said.

Wars are raging at levels unseen 
since World War II, he added.

“In this New Year, let’s resolve to 
get our priorities straight. A safer 
world begins by investing more in 
fighting poverty and less in fighting 
wars. Peace must prevail,” said 
Guterres, who will be serving his last 
year as secretary general.

Cold continues
FROM PAGE 12

drizzle may occur in places across 
the country,” said a weather 
forecast issued by the Bangladesh 
Meteorological Department at 
6:00pm yesterday.

Dense fog, combined with chilly 
winds, continued to paralyse normal 
life, especially in shoal and riverbank 
areas in the northern districts.

Farmer Roich Uddin, 65, from the 
Char Parbati area in Kurigram, said, 
“There has been no sunlight for a 
week. How can one work in the fields 
in this cold without sunlight?”

Day-labourer Fazlar Rahman, 55, 
from the Char Gobordhan area in 
Aditmari upazila of Lalmonirhat, 
said, “It is extremely difficult to work 
outside in such cold weather. If this 
situation continues longer, it will be 
difficult to survive.”

Low-income people were seen 
crowding clothing shops on footpaths 
in city areas to purchase blankets, 
jackets, sweaters, and mufflers at 
reasonably lower prices.

Meanwhile, the number of patients 
suffering from cold-related ailments 
has increased at local hospitals in the 
northern districts.

Launch operations resumed yesterday 
after being suspended since Sunday.

US hits dock 
for Venezuela 
drug boats
Says Trump; Caracas, US 
agencies silent on incident

REUTERS, West Palm Beach

President Donald Trump said on 
Monday that the US had “hit” an area 
in Venezuela where boats are loaded 
with drugs, marking the first known 
time Washington has carried out land 
operations in Venezuela since a pressure 
campaign began against President 
Nicolas Maduro’s government.

“There was a major explosion in the 
dock area where they load the boats 
up with drugs,” Trump said. “We hit 
all the boats, and now we hit the area 
... it’s the implementation area. That’s 
where they implement, and that is no 
longer around.”

It was not immediately clear what 
target was hit nor which part of 
the US government acted. Asked if 
the CIA had carried out the attack, 
Trump said: “I don’t want to say that. 
I know exactly who it was but I don’t 
want to say who it was.”

The Central Intelligence Agency, the 
White House and the Pentagon have not 
publicly elaborated on those comments 
and declined to comment on questions 
posed by Reuters. The Venezuelan 
government has not commented on 
the incident Trump described and there 
have been no independent reports from 
Venezuela of it.

CITY

Media, academia, rights bodies pay tribute
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Diplomatic Correspondents 
Association Bangladesh, Bangladesh 
Secretariat Reporters Forum, and 
several other journalists’ bodies 
issued condolence messages. 

Acknowledging Khaleda’s 
contribution to the expansion of 
education, the University Grants 
Commission expressed deep 
condolences. 

The Dhaka University 
administration declared a three-day 
mourning period, suspending all 
classes and examinations. The Dhaka 

University Teachers’ Association 
issued a formal statement, joining 
the administration in expressing 
grief and terming Khaleda’s death an 
irreparable loss.

Chittagong University and 
Jahangirnagar University have also 
declared a three-day mourning 
period. JU has suspended all office 
operations, academic activities, and 
examinations for today.

Jagannath University authorities 
announced the temporary 
suspension of its upcoming student 
union election out of respect.

National University Vice-
Chancellor Professor Dr ASM 
Amanullah remembered Khaleda 
Zia as the “Founder of National 
University”, noting that her vision 
for decentralising higher education 
now serves nearly 70 percent of the 
country’s students.

Tributes continued to pour in from 
other public universities, including 
Dhaka University of Engineering and 
Technology, Khulna University, and 
Noakhali Science and Technology 
University.

The University Teachers’ 

Association of Bangladesh also issued 
a statement expressing profound 
grief.

Prominent human rights 
organisation Ain o Salish Kendra 
(ASK) acknowledged Khaleda’s long 
political career and her role as a key 
figure in Bangladesh’s history.

Expressing deep sorrow, the 
National Lawyers Alliance called 
Khaleda a “champion of democracy”.

The Supreme Court Bar Association 
(SCBA) described the three-time prime 
minister as a “guardian figure for the 
people of Bangladesh”.

Grief envelopes 
Evercare Hospital
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mourning banners near the hospital.
“I came here to bid her a final 

farewell even though I know I 
will not be able to see her,” said 
Nurun Nahar Nazma, who arrived 
at Evercare in the afternoon 
along with her 10-year-old child 
after travelling all the way from 
Jashore. 

They began their journey in the 
morning soon after the news of 
Khaleda’s death broke.

“She loved the country above all 
else. She loved her people and party 
activists,” she said.

Khaleda Zia was an 
uncompromising leader, a polite 
politician who never spoke 
arrogantly or insultingly towards 
anyone and was loved by all, said 
Nargis Akter, 60, who came from 
Badda.

“She has left us at a crucial 
moment in politics. Bangladesh 
needed her for a much longer time,” 
she added.

Md Jasim, a BNP activist from the 
Bhatara area, reached the hospital 
premises shortly after waking up 
around 7:00am and learning about 
the death.

“Begum Khaleda Zia was not 
a revengeful leader. She wanted 
to build the nation together with 
everyone. Her death is an irreparable 
loss,” he said around 3:30pm.

Jasim said he stayed until the dead 
of the night and will come again in 
the morning. 

Police, BGB and RAB members 
have been deployed at the hospital’s 
main gate. 

Law enforcement agencies are 
ensuring that party activists remain 
at a designated distance so that the 
movement of other patients is not 
disrupted. 

While the crowd of mourners 
was heavier in the morning, the 
number of people present declined 
somewhat after noon.

Meanwhile, soon after the news 
of Khaleda Zia’s death, the party 
flag was lowered to half-mast and 
black flags were raised at the BNP 
Chairperson’s Office in Gulshan and 
other offices.

Many leaders and activists also 
gathered there.

Some activists said that negligence 
under the previous government 
denied their chairperson timely 
and proper medical care, ultimately 
worsening her health. They 
demanded punishment of those 
responsible.

Apart from Evercare Hospital 
and the Gulshan office, many party 
leaders and activists also gathered 
at the Nayapaltan office, where a 
sombre atmosphere prevailed.

‘A towering figure in South Asian politics’
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her historic achievements. The BBC 
and The Guardian highlighted her 
distinction as the first woman to 
lead the country, documenting her 
transition from a homemaker to a 
fierce campaigner for democracy.

The BBC published a report 
headlined “Khaleda Zia: Slain leader’s 
widow who became Bangladesh’s first 
PM”, noting that she became head of 
government in 1991 after leading her 
party to victory in the country’s first 
democratic election in 20 years. The 
Guardian, in its online edition, reported: 
“Khaleda Zia, first female Bangladesh 
prime minister, dies aged 80”.

The Independent (UK) wrote that 
Khaleda had faced corruption cases she 
maintained were politically motivated. 
German broadcaster Deutsche Welle 
wrote that during her terms from 
1991-1996 and 2001-2006, Khaleda 
was “the first female prime minister 
of Bangladesh and the second female 
prime minister in the Muslim world”.

In the United States, The New 
York Times wrote that Khaleda Zia’s 
rivalry with “another woman at the 
helm of a duelling political dynasty 
shaped the fate of the young South 
Asian nation”. The Washington Post 
headlined its obituary: “Khaleda Zia, 
former Bangladeshi prime minister 
and archrival of a previous premier, 
dies at 80”.

CNN reported that Khaleda was the 
first woman elected prime minister of 
Bangladesh, noting that her death was 
announced by the BNP in a statement 
yesterday. Bloomberg wrote that 
Khaleda “helped usher in democracy 
after a tumultuous period of military 
rule and dominated the country’s 
politics for decades”.

In the Middle East, Al Jazeera 
highlighted wrote on her role in the 
1990 anti-autocracy movement. It 
ran stories titled “Bangladesh mourns 
former leader Khaleda Zia” and 
“Khaleda Zia, Bangladesh’s first woman 
PM: A life of power and resistance”, 

alongside obituaries recounting her 
years of legal and health struggles.

The Times of India published 
multiple reports, observing that her 
death comes at a sensitive moment as 
Bangladesh heads towards a crucial 
election, and just “days after her son 
Tarique Rahman ended years of 
exile by returning home”. One of its 
headlines read, “From First Woman PM 
To Fierce Rivalry: Khaleda Zia’s Three 
Terms That Redefined Bangladesh 
Politics”.

The Hindu published live updates 
and stories with headlines such as 
“Khaleda Zia: Return of the Begum” 
and “Between the Begums, and their 
parties, a bitter rivalry and vengeful 
past”.

Indian news agency Press Trust 
of India (PTI) described her as a 
formidable figure who dominated 
Bangladesh politics for decades.

NDTV’s coverage, titled “Khaleda 
Zia, Bangladesh’s First Woman 
Prime Minister, Who Had An India 

Connection”, wrote that she left 
behind a strong political legacy. 
The report mentioned that she had 
renewed her fight for democracy after 
2009 and was honoured as a “Fighter 
for Democracy” by New Jersey’s State 
Senate in 2011.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s leading 
newspaper Dawn reported that despite 
years of ill health and imprisonment, 
Khaleda had vowed in November 
to campaign for the February 2026 
election -- the first vote since a mass 
uprising toppled her arch-rival Hasina 
last year.

Dawn wrote that the BNP is widely 
seen as a frontrunner, and reported 
that she was rushed to hospital in 
late November, where her condition 
declined due to a raft of health issues 
despite the best efforts of medics.

Other international outlets, 
including Nikkei Asia and Arab News, 
also covered the passing of the veteran 
leader, marking the end of a chapter 
that shaped modern Bangladesh.


