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‘Unfair election’
Young voters say they stayed away from Myanmar polls
AFP, Yangon

The droves of young people 
who queued to cast ballots in 
past elections in Myanmar were 
conspicuous by their absence from 
yesterday’s military-run polls, 
with older voters dominating the 
turnout.

Legions have left the war-
ravaged country since the 
military seized power five years 
ago, including many men of 
conscription age -- up to 35 
-- or youngsters seeking better 
livelihoods away from Myanmar’s 
moribund economy.

And even those still in the 
country were not particularly 
eager to take part in the vote, which 
international rights campaigners 
have dismissed as a sham.

“Most of the people who go to 

vote are elderly,” said one man in 
his 20s in the Mandalay area, who 
asked to remain anonymous for 
security reasons. 

“I don’t think anyone wants to 
get involved in this chaos,” he told 
AFP. “People probably don’t believe 
in the fairness of this election.”

At a polling station near the 
gilded Sule Pagoda in downtown 
Yangon, the voters were primarily 
senior citizens, mothers carrying 
children and housewives with 
shopping baskets.

Out of some 1,400 people listed 
as registered at the site, fewer than 
500 had cast their ballots with less 
than two hours until polls closed. 

In the last elections in 2020, 
turnout rate was around 70 
percent. Sein Yee, a retired rural 
school teacher, said that “voting is 
a duty for all citizens.”

Myanmar was plunged into civil 
war by the military’s 2021 coup, 
and it instituted conscription two 
years ago to bolster its ranks as it 
battles guerrillas as well as ethnic 
minority armies that have long 
held sway in the country’s fringes.

“I think this is an unfair election 
that is being held against people’s 
wishes,” said 35-year-old Kyaw 
Min Thein in the western state 
of Rakhine, which is controlled 
almost entirely by an ethnic 
minority army.

WEST BANK RAID

Israel seals off 
Palestinian 
village
AFP, Qabatiyah

Israeli forces imposed a 
lockdown on a Palestinian 
village in the occupied West 
Bank on Saturday, their 
second day of operations 
there after a local resident 
“killed two people in Israel”.

“The IDF (Israeli army) is 
operating forcefully against 
terror hubs in the village of 
Qabatiya... accompanied by 
a lockdown and a complete 
cordon around the locality,” 
Defence Minister Israel Katz 
said on Saturday evening.

“We will continue 
to pursue an 
uncompromising offensive 
policy against Palestinian 
terror,” he added.

A displaced Palestinian woman heats a pot as children look on outside her tent home in Gaza City yesterday, as the region faces rain and 
cold winter conditions. The majority of Gaza’s 2.4 million people have been displaced—often multiple times—by the Israeli offensive that 
began on October 7, 2023. PHOTO: AFP

Dense fog 
hampers river
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“Movement of all types 
of vessels, including 
passenger launches, has 
been suspended from 
6:00pm [on Sunday] until 
further notice due to dense 
fog,” said BIWTA Traffic 
Inspector Md Solaiman. 
In Cumilla’s 
Chauddagram, two 
people were killed in a 
road accident due to poor 
visibility amid dense fog 
around 2:00am yesterday.

In Chandpur, a 
passenger launch, MV 
Maharaj-7, was damaged 
after colliding with a 
cargo vessel amid dense 
fog on the Padma River at 
Amirabad under Matlab 
North upazila yesterday. 
BIWTA Traffic Inspector 
Akhtar Hossain of the Naval 
Safety Department said 
parts of the launch’s railing 
and floor on the second 
deck were damaged.

He said a directive is in 
place to suspend all vessel 
movement when visibility 
drops below 100 metres. 
Chandpur River Police 
Officer-in-Charge Iqbal 
Hossain said that despite 
restrictions, some launches 
continue operating during 
dense fog, increasing the 
risk of accidents.

Ferry services on the 
Aricha-Kazirhat and 
Paturia-Daulatdia routes 
remained suspended for 
around nine hours and 
four hours respectively due 
to dense fog from Saturday 
night until yesterday 
morning, said Salam 
Hossain, deputy general 
manager of the Aricha 
Regional Office of the 
Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Corporation. 
[Our correspondents from 
Barishal, Cumilla and 
Manikganj contributed to 
the report]

Inqilab Moncho vows
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perpetrators could have 
been arrested on the day of 
the shooting,” said Naim 
Islam, a central member of 
Inqilab Moncho.

“The government must 
disclose who is pressuring 
whom. They claim arrests 
have been made, but the real 
killers must be caught.”

Demanding justice for Hadi, 
the spokesperson for Inqilab 
Moncho, leaders and activists 
of the platform and allied 
groups also blocked major 
highways and intersections in 
Chattogram, Rajshahi, Sylhet, 
Gazipur, Barishal, Cumilla, 
and Khulna.

In Chattogram, traffic 
at the Notun bridge 
intersection under Bakalia 
Police Station came to a 
standstill from 2:00pm as 
protesters occupied the road.

The blockade crippled 
movement through one of the 
city’s most vital transport hubs 
linking south Chattogram, 
Cox’s Bazar, and Bandarban.

Calling Hadi a pro-

Bangladeshi politician, 
Kohinur Akhter, joint 
member secretary of the 
Chattogram city unit of Up 
Bangladesh, said, “He was 
shot dead in broad daylight, 
yet the government has 
failed to arrest the killers. 
We have taken to the streets 
to press home our demand 
for justice.”

Police said they 
were negotiating with 
demonstrators to ease public 
sufferings.

Similar demonstrations 
were held in Rajshahi, 
where activists blocked the 
Rajshahi-Dhaka highway at 
Talaimari intersection from 
2:30pm.

In Gazipur, students 
rallied at Chandana 
intersection on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway, 
halting traffic on one lane.

Gazipur Traffic Police 
Inspector Tariqul Islam, who 
was on duty at Chandana 
intersection, told The 
Daily Star, “The protesters 
completely blocked traffic 

on one side of the road 
since 3:00pm... vehicles are 
moving slowly on the other 
lane.”

Barishal city saw students 
under the Inqilab Moncho 
banner block the Dhaka-
Barishal highway near 
Nathullabad bus terminal 
around 3:15pm, stranding 
vehicles on at least 32 routes.

In Cumilla, activists of NCP, 
AB Party, and Inqilab Moncho 
gathered at Pubali Chattar, 
demanding immediate trial 
of those responsible for Hadi’s 
murder.

Speaking at the event, 
Mia Mohammad Toufiq, 
AB Party candidate for 
Cumilla-6, said, “Hadi had 
become a symbol of the July 
movement. The killers of 
Hadi must be identified and 
brought to justice. If Hadi’s 
murder is not tried before 
the election, we will launch 
a movement. The Yunus 
government has failed. If 
justice is not delivered, we 
will be prepared for another 
movement like that of July.”

Weak turnout seen
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But the United Nations, some 
Western countries and human 
rights groups have said the vote 
is not free, fair or credible, given 
that anti-junta political parties 

are out of the running and it is 
illegal to criticise the polls.

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Aung San Suu Kyi, deposed 
by the military months 
after her National League 

for Democracy won the 
last general election by a 
landslide in 2020, remains 
in detention, and the party 
she led to power has been 
dissolved.

Brigitte Bardot
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“The Brigitte Bardot 
Foundation announces 
with immense sadness the 
death of its founder and 
president, Madame Brigitte 
Bardot, a world-renowned 

actor and singer, who chose 
to abandon her prestigious 
career to dedicate her life 
and energy to animal welfare 
and her foundation,” it said 
in a statement sent to AFP.

The cause of death was not 

given. But Bardot was briefly 
hospitalised in October 
for what her office called a 
“minor” procedure. Bardot 
at the time had lambasted 
“idiot” internet users for 
speculation that she had died.

Six on remand
FROM PAGE 16

A Dhaka court yesterday 
placed Shahin, Aminur, and 
Shafiar on seven-day remand 
each, while Asiya, Yasmin, 
and Asma were placed on 
three-day remand each.

According to the police 
forwarding letter submitted 
to the court by the case 
investigating officer SI 
Jahurul Islam, the suspects 
are supporters of the banned 
militant outfit Jagrata 
Muslim Janata Bangladesh 
(JMJB).

According to the case 
statement, the accused, 
acting together, attempted 
to disrupt public safety, 
spread fear among the 
public, damage lives and 
property, promote religious 
extremism, and plan acts 
of sabotage, including 
explosions.

According to the first 
information report (FIR), 
police recovered 394.5 
litres of liquid chemical 
substances, 27 kilogrammes 
of powder-type materials, 
two shotgun cartridges, 
500 grams of iron balls and 
wire cutters, five electric 
bomb-like devices, two 
bombs, a drill machine, a 
money-counting machine, a 
pair of handcuffs, 17 books 
described as Islamic jihadi 
literature, a motorcycle, and 
various other equipment.

Talking to reporters 
yesterday about the incident, 
Home Adviser Jahangir 
Alam Chowdhury said law 
enforcers recovered five to 
six crude bombs, 12 drums 
of hydrogen peroxide, 
and seven drums of other 
chemicals from the spot.

In this connection, Rab 
arrested Al Amin’s associate, 

Ahsan Ullah, alias Hasan, 
from the Signboard area of 
Narayanganj on Saturday, he 
added.
‘THEY PLAN SABOTAGE’

The police forwarding 
letter said that Al Amin and 
Shahin have been arrested 
multiple times for their 
involvement in militant 
and terrorist activities.

The letter quoted the 
arrestees as saying that Al 
Amin and his associates 
plotted sabotage and 
terrorist acts across the 
country. They allegedly 
supplied weapons and 
explosives to various 
terrorist groups, supported 
them, and incited violence.

“The suspects planned to 
use the explosives recovered 
from the scene to carry out 
simultaneous attacks on 
several temples in Dhaka and 
other areas,” the letter said.

They also intended to 
threaten law enforcement 
agencies and conduct 
isolated acts of sabotage to 
disrupt public safety.

The suspects aimed to 
create negative perceptions 
of the country’s democratic 
system, recruit devout 
religious individuals, and 
encourage jihadist activities 
to establish an extremist 
Islamic regime, the letter 
added.

Police said the accused 
sought to undermine 
national unity, integrity, 
security, and sovereignty, 
threatening public safety 
and causing harm to lives 
and property.

Meanwhile, no lawyer 
represented five of the six 
arrestees before the court, except 
Asma, court sources said.

Al Amin’s wife, Asiya, told 
the court that he had told her 
he left the path of extremism 
and started driving an auto-
rickshaw for some days. But 
later, she came to know that 
Al Amin again got involved 
in illegal activities.

When she protested, 
Al Amin tortured her, and 
she could not leave the 
family because of her three 
children, she said, claiming 
she was not involved in any 
such activities.

Police said Al Amin faces 
seven cases with different 
police stations.

“He was arrested twice, in 
2017 and 2020, and was also 
in jail. He was released on bail 
in 2023 and drove an auto-
rickshaw for some time. 
Currently, he is working 
as an Uber driver,” Dhaka 
District Superintendent of 
Police Mizanur Rahman said 
on Saturday.

In 2017, Rab arrested 
three suspects, including 
Al Amin, for their alleged 
connection to Jama’atul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB).

Besides, Shahin was 
accused in a case filed 
in 2019 under the Anti-
Terrorism Act with Gulshan 
Police Station, police said.

According to police, 
Al Amin, a resident of 
Bagerhat’s Mollahat upazila, 
ran the madrasa, with about 
25-30 students, in two 
rooms of a flat on the ground 
floor of the building. Of the 
remaining two rooms, one 
was used as a living room, 
while he lived in the other 
with his family. Asiya’s elder 
brother, Harun Or Rashid, 
alias Mufti Harun, rented 
the flat in 2022, police said.

CITY

Dhaka rejects Delhi’s remarks
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cannot be brushed aside as 
mere media exaggerations 
or dismissed as political 
violence.”

In response to Jaiswal’s 
remarks, SM Mahbubul 
Alam, spokesperson of 
Bangladesh’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MoFA), said, 
“Bangladesh categorically 
rejects any inaccurate, 
exaggerated, or motivated 
narratives that misrepresent 
the country’s longstanding 
tradition of communal 
harmony.” 

While briefing reporters 
yesterday afternoon, 
Mahbubul stated that the MEA 
spokesperson’s comments do 
not reflect facts.

“With much regret, we 
note systematic attempts 
to portray isolated criminal 
acts as persecution of 
Hindus and to maliciously 
use them to propagate anti-
Bangladesh sentiments in 
different parts of India.”

He added that there is 

a selective and unfair bias 
in certain quarters, where 
isolated incidents are 
amplified, misrepresented, and 
propagated to incite ordinary 
Indians against Bangladesh, 
its diplomatic missions, and 
other establishments in India.

Mahbubul noted that one 
of the individuals cited by 
the MEA spokesperson was a 
listed criminal whose death 
occurred while committing 
extortion with a Muslim 
accomplice, who was later 
arrested.

“To portray this criminal 
act through the lens of 
minority treatment is not 
factual but misleading.”

Mahbubul, also director 
general of MoFA’s Public 
Diplomacy Wing, added that 
Bangladesh has called upon 
different quarters in India 
to refrain from spreading 
misleading narratives that 
undermine the spirit of 
good-neighbourly relations 
and mutual trust.

Responding to a 

question, he said Dhaka 
is deeply concerned over 
incidents of brutal killings, 
mob violence, obstruction 
of elections, and disruption 
of religious events targeting 
Muslims, Christians, and 
other minority communities 
in India.

Last week, incidents of 
violence against Christians 
were reported across 
India during Christmas 
celebrations.

“These incidents are 
viewed as hate crimes and 
targeted violence. We expect 
the concerned authorities in 
India to conduct impartial 
investigations into these 
incidents and bring the 
perpetrators to justice.”

Mahbubul concluded 
by saying Dhaka believes 
every country has the 
responsibility to protect 
its minority communities, 
ensure their safety and 
dignity, and uphold 
these obligations without 
discrimination.


