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FORMER AIRBASE IN BELARUS
Russia likely placing
new hypersonic

missiles: researchers

REUTERS, Washington

Moscow is likely

stationing new nuclear-capable

hypersonic ballistic missiles at a former airbase in eastern
Belarus, a development that could bolster Russia’s ability
to deliver missiles across Europe, two US researchers have
found by studying satellite imagery.

The researchers’ assessment broadly aligns with US
intelligence findings, said a person familiar with the
matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share
information not authorized for public release.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has made clear his
intention to place intermediate-range Oreshnik missiles,
with an estimated range of up to 3,400 miles (5,500 km),
in Belarus, but the exact location has not been previously

reported.

Deployment of the Oreshnik would underscore the
Kremlin’s growing reliance on the threat of nuclear
weapons as it seeks to deter Nato members from supplying
Kyiv with weapons that can strike deep inside Russia,

some experts said.
The Russian Embassy

in Washington did not

immediately respond to a request for comment.

The Belarus Embassy declined to comment. The state-
run Belta news agency quoted Defense Minister Viktor
Khrenin on Wednesday as saying that the Oreshnik’s
deployment would not alter the balance of power in

Europe and was “our response” to the West’s

actions.”

I

aggressive

The White House did not immediately respond to a
request for comment and the CIA declined to comment.

The Belarus Embassy declined to comment.

The state-run Belta news agency quoted Defense
Minister Viktor Khrenin on Wednesday as saying that
the Oreshnik’s deployment would not alter the balance
of power in Europe and was “our response” to the West’s

“aggressive actions.”

The White House did not immediately respond to a
request for comment and the CIA declined to comment.
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A worker attends to a US Air Force MQ-9 Reaper aircraft on the tarmac at Rafael
Hernandez Airport in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, on Saturday, amid tensions between
President Donald Trump’s administration and Venezuelan President Nicolas

Maduro’s government.
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Russia to pursue
Ukraine goals by lorce

Putin warns if Kyiv rejects peace

continue the war while Kyiv wanted

AGENCIES

all its goals by force.
Putin’s  remarks

Russian President Vladimir Putin said
Ukraine was in no hurry for peace and
if it did not want to resolve their conflict
peacefully, Moscow would accomplish

on
evening, carried by state news agency
TASS, followed a vast Russian drone and
missile attack that prompted Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy to say
Russia was demonstrating its wish to

peace.

Zelenskiy was set to meet US President
Donald Trump in Florida yesterday
afternoon to seek a resolution to the
war Putin launched nearly four years

ago with a full-scale invasion of Russia’s

Saturday

smaller neighbour.

The White House did not respond
to a request for comment on Putin’s
remarks, reports Reuters. Zelensky said
he would hold talks with European
leaders after meeting.

Charge sheet within 10 days
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are working in close
coordination to uncover
the facts.

Requesting public
patience, he explained
that certain details are
being withheld to protect
the integrity of the probe
and to identify the actual
perpetrators and those
who provided them with
backing.

As of now, 11 persons
have been arrested in

connection with the
murder.
The arrestees include

the alleged mastermind
Faisal Karim  Masud’s
father, Humayun Kabir;
his mother Hasi Begum;
wife  Shaheda Parvin
Samia; brother-in-law
Wahid Ahmed Shipu; and
alleged girlfriend Maria
Akter Lima. Other suspects
in custody are Md Kabir,
Nuruzzaman Nomani alias
Ujjal, Sibion Dio, Sanjoy
Chisim, Aminul Islam Raju,
and Abdul Hannan.
Among the arrestees,
six have reportedly given
confessional  statements
under section 164 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure, while four
witnesses have also
recorded statements under
the same provision.
Investigators have
seized significant evidence,

including two foreign
made pistols, 52 bullets,
magazines, a knife, and
the motorcycle used in the
killing, which was fitted
with a fake number plate.

They also recovered
shell casings, video, and
CCTV footage, and signed
cheques worth Tk 218 crore
linked to approximately 53
bank accounts.

The home adviser also
announced that a decision
has been made to transfer
the case to a speedy trial
tribunal. “I want to assure
you that the trial in the
Hadi murder case will
be completed within the
tenure of the current
interim government.”

At a separate press
briefing at the DMP Media
Centre  yesterday, SN
Nazrul Islam, additional
commissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, said
the charge sheet would be
submitted within seven to
10 days.

He added that the key
suspects, Faisal Karim
Masud and Alamgir Sheikh,
fled to the Indian state of
Meghalaya with help from
local associates.

According to police, the
murder was premeditated.

Detailing their escape
route, the official said
the duo travelled by a
CNG-run  auto-rickshaw

to Aminbazar, moved to
Kalampur, and then headed
towards the Mymensingh
border. They were allegedly
assisted by individuals
identified as Philip and
Sanjoy, who involved in
illegal border crossings.
Philip reportedly escorted
them to Tura in Meghalaya
and handed them over to
an Indian national named
Purti, before they fled
in a vehicle driven by an
individual named Sami.
Nazrul added that police

have received informal
reports suggesting that
Purti and Sami have

been detained by Indian
authorities.

He said the Bangladesh
government is  actively
working through formal
and informal channels
to ensure the arrest and
extradition of the fugitives.

At the briefing,
Shafiqul Islam, additional
commissioner of Detective
Branch of police, said many
of the masterminds behind
the Kkilling have been
identified.

Declining to name all
suspects for the sake of
probe, he opined that
evidence gathered so far
strongly  suggests  the
killing was a “political
murder”.

On December 12, Ingilab
Moncho spokesperson

Hadi, an aspirant for
Dhaka-8, was shot while
campaigning in the
capital's  Paltan  area.
He died at a hospital in
Singapore on December 18.

However, India’s
Meghalaya Police and the
Border Security Force (BSF)
have rejected the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police’s
(DMP) claims, describing
them as “untruthful” and
“completely false.”

According to a report
by the Hindustan Times,
a senior Meghalaya police
official said neither
Purti nor Sami has been
identified, traced, or
arrested anywhere in the
state. The official added
that no formal or informal
communication has been
received from Bangladesh
police and that none of the
accused named were found
in the Garo Hills.

Echoing the police
position, BSF (Meghalaya
Frontier) Inspector General
OP Upadhayay said there is
no evidence of the suspects
crossing the international

border through the
Haluaghat sector.
Calling the claims

baseless and misleading, he
said no such incident was
detected or reported by the
BSF, which operates strictly
on verified intelligence and
established protocols.

Inresponse to the denial,
the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police issued a fresh press
release last night clarifying
its position.

The DMP said its
information about
the suspects fleeing to
India was based on the
confessional statements of
individuals already arrested

in Bangladesh.
“We  have  arrested
several individuals who

assisted Faisal Karim and
Alamgir Sheikh in crossing
the border. Based on their
confessional  statements,
we confirmed that the
perpetrators crossed the
border,” the release said.

Police also clarified that
their remarks regarding
the detention of two
individuals in India were
based on information from
multiple sources in border
areas.

“Multiple sources
informed us that Meghalaya
authorities detained two
individuals who helped the
criminals enter India and
find shelter there. Based on
this information, we shared

the news,” the release
added.
The DMP expressed

confidence that the Indian
government would fully
cooperate in arresting and
extraditing the suspects to
Bangladesh.

A new year without full set of books for many
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Seeking anonymity, one
of the officials said the
problem resulted from a
combination of factors,
including retender and
delays in approvals from
the education ministry and
procurement bodies.

“In August, the Advisory
Council Committee on
Government Purchase
cancelled the tenders for
printing textbooks of Class
6,7and 8. We then had to go
for retender in September,
which pushed the entire
printing schedule back,”
said the official.

Contacted, Md Motiur
Rahman Khan Pathan,
distribution controller
of the NCTB, said that all
students of Class 6 and 9
will receive their full set of
textbooks on January 1.

“But it is not possible to
provide students of Class 7
and 8 with textbooks for all
subjects right now.” They
will receive between five
and eight books each on
January 1.

Motiur further said that
if printing operations run
smoothly, it will be possible
to deliver the rest of the
books by January.

However, all 8.59 crore
copies of textbooks for
around two crore pre-
primary and  primary
students have already been
dispatched to schools
across the country.

When asked, NCTB
Chairman Md Mahbubul
Hoque Patwary said,
“We are confident about
distributing all the
textbooks by January.”

In reply to a query, he
said that some printing
companies were given time
until January 22 mainly
due to the retender. “So,
we may have to wait until
then.”

He said that students of
Class 7 and 8 will receive
around 50 percent of their
textbooks on January 1, but
they may have to wait until
mid-January to get the
remaining books.

“All primary-level
students will receive their
full set of textbooks on the
first day of the academic
year,” the chairman said.

NCTB records show that
such delays are not new. For
several consecutive years,
the government has failed
to distribute textbooks
among students on time.

For instance, textbooks
reached some districts
as late as April in the
current academic year.
The authorities advised
teachers and students
to download the books
in Portable Document
Format (PDF) versions
from the NCTB website
o continue classes,
drawing criticism from
stakeholders.

The government is set
to distribute more than
30 crore new textbooks
free of cost to primary
and secondary students
this year, continuing a
programme that has been
in place since 2010.
REASONS BEHIND THE
DELAY
NCTB officials said that
based on last year’s
experience, they had set
a target to complete the
printing of textbooks by
November.

But the cancellation
of tenders in August,
along with administrative
and logistical problems,
hampered the printing
process for secondary-
level textbooks, said an
NCTB official, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The official, however,
could not say why the
tenders were cancelled.

Printing presses usually
get a month to sign
contracts with NCTB after
receiving purchase orders,
and another two months to
print books.

“A retender was opened
in September, and the
signing of  contracts
between NCTB and all
the printing presses was
completed in the first week
of this month.”

Apart from this, the
other contributing factors
include a lack of adequate
manpower at the NCTB,
the absence of a full-
time chairman for several
months, and a lack of
coordination between
NCTB and printing presses,
said the official.

WHAT PRINTERS SAY

Workload imbalance,
weak monitoring by the
authorities and unresolved

paper-related problems
severely undermined
the timely printing of

secondary-level textbooks,
said owners of several
presses tasked with
printing books.

Nearly 80 percent of

the total workload has
been concentrated among
a small group of around
20 printing presses, said
one of the printing press
owners.

The press owner said
that some printing presses
that signed contracts with
NCTB on December 4 were
given 50 days to complete
printing, meaning their
deadlines will go beyond
January 20.

Tofayel Khan, former
president of Bangladesh
Printing Industries
Association, said  that
several teams from the
NCTB and the education
ministry recently found
substandard textbooks
during inspections  of
printing presses.

“These books are being
discarded, which means
there will be further delays,”
he said.

It may not be possible
for the NCTB to distribute
all the textbooks before
mid-February unless
daily printing output is
closely monitored and
the presses with excessive
workloads are kept under
strict ~ supervision, he
added.

Parties scramble to finalise
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Mollik  also  confirmed
that BNP acting chairman
Tarique Rahman’s name had
been included in the voter
list, making him eligible to
contest the general election,
as candidates must be
registered voters.

According to the election
schedule, nomination
papers must be submitted by
December 29.

Returning officers will
scrutinise the papers from
December 30 to January
4, while appeals against
their decisions can be filed
between January 5 and 9.

The EC will dispose of
appeals from January 10
to 18. January 20 is the
final date for withdrawal of
candidature, and the final
list of candidates will be
published on January 21.

Symbols will be allocated
the following day, formally
opening the campaign,
which will run until 7:30am
on February 10.

PARTIES RACE TO
FINALISE CANDIDATES
Until last evening, no

major political party had
finalised candidates for all
300 constituencies, though
preparations were nearing
completion.

BNP sources said the party
has finalised candidates for
272 seats, while 15 seats have
been shared with partners
that joined the simultaneous
movement during the Awami
League regime. Leaders of
four alliance parties have
dissolved  their  parties
and joined BNP, while the
secretary generals of two
more parties have also
defected to the party. All
six will contest the election
using the BNP symbol, while
other alliance partners will
use their own symbols.

Asked about candidate
changes and seat-sharing
negotiations, BNP Standing
Committee Member Nazrul

Islam Khan said, “Many
things have been done
through discussions with

alliance partners. There is
still time.”

Party (NCP) and the Liberal
Democratic  Party  (LDP),
led by Col (retd) Oli Ahmed,
joined the Jamaat-e-Islami
led eight-party alliance
yesterday, Jamaat Ameer
Shafiqur Rahman said.

He said the alliance
has almost completed its
nomination list for all 300
constituencies through
discussions, though party-
wise allocations were not
disclosed.

NCP had earlier
finalised candidates for 123
constituencies, while Jamaat
had unofficial aspirants in all
300 seats.

The has
reportedly reached
agreement on seat-sharing
for around 260 to 265
constituencies.

Discussions indicate that
NCP is secking 30 secats,
Islami Andolan Bangladesh
may get 35 seats, Bangladesh
Khelafat Majlis no more than
13 to 14 seats, while Jamaat is
expected to retain 180 to 185
seats.

The Jatiya Party faction
led by GM Quader plans
(o submit nominations for
around 250 seats, its Office
Secretary  Mahmud Alam
said.

Leaders of the National
Democratic Alliance, led by
a faction of the Jatiya Party,
have submitted nominations
in about 150 constituencies,
according to NDA Secretary

alliance

General Ruhul Amin
Hawlader.
Communist  Party of

Bangladesh President Kazi
Sazzad Zahir Chandan and
Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal  General Secretary
Bazlur Rashid Firoz said
around 200 candidates
will contest under the
Ganatantrik Jukto Front, a
coalition of nine parties.

CPB  will field 80
candidates, while
Samajtantrik Dal will
nominate 54. Gano

Samhati Andolan Executive
Coordinator Abul Hasan
Rubel said his party will
nominate 26 candidates,
while the Revolutionary

10.

Around 100 aspirants
from Gono Odhikar Parishad
have collected nomination
papers so far, said its Higher
Council Member Abu Hanif.
Gano Samhati Andolan and
the Revolutionary Workers
Party are each sharing one
seat with BNP.

EC URGES SECURITY

The EC’s letter to the home
ministry  outlined  steps
to ensure the peaceful
conduct of the election
and referendum, including
recovering illegal arms,
maintaining communal
harmony, ensuring minority
safety, planning law-
enforcement  deployment,
controlling illegal entrants,
securing  postal  ballots,
preventing misinformation,
and  ensuring  security
and clearance for foreign
observers and journalists.

The commission
also  requested  security
arrangements for the
transportation, storage,
and distribution of election
materials, as well as
protection for returning
officers’ offices and all
election-related field offices.

Yesterday evening,

responding to a BNP
demand, the EC decided
that submission of the latest
year’s income tax returns
of candidates’ wives and
dependents with nomination
papers would be optional.
Earlier in the day, a BNP
delegation led by Nazrul

Islam Khan met Chief
Election Commissioner
AMM Nasir Uddin.

Nazrul said, “The issue is
small but important. There is
a provision that information
on children’s income tax
must also be provided at
the time of submitting
nomination papers. This is
creating problems for many.
Many candidates’ children
are not income earners,
many live abroad, or they file
their own taxes separately.”

The BNP also urged the
EC to take a tougher stance
against misinformation
and defamatory content on

The National Citizen  Workers Party will nominate  social media.
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