
NEWS
DHAKA MONDAY DECEMBER 29, 2025 

POUSH 14, 1432 BS        5

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Bird poaching in Sherpur has 
declined sharply over the past 
several years, forest officials and local 
conservationists said, citing sustained 
monitoring, awareness campaigns 
and enforcement drives across key 
habitats in the district.

The decline is being attributed 
to efforts by the Sherpur Bird 
Conservation Society (SBCS), 
with assistance from the Forest 
Department. Since its formation 
in 2018, the volunteer-based 
organisation has carried out patrols, 
rescues and community outreach.

Over the past eight years, SBCS 
members have rescued more than 
2,000 birds from poachers and 
released them into forests with the 
assistance of forest officials, the 
organisation said.

The rescued birds include kite, fairy 
kite, owl, falcon, teal, vulture, water 
hen and Indian spotted eagle.

“Now, only a few poachers are found 
hunting birds, especially migratory 

species, in different areas of Sherpur, 
but we are trying our best to stop 
them through different activities,” 
said Sujoy Malakar Joy, president of 
SBCS.

Muhammad Abdullah Al 
Amin, wildlife ranger of the 
Wildlife Management and Nature 
Conservation Division in Sherpur, 

said, “The activities of the Sherpur Bird 
Conservation Society, with support 
from the Forest Department, have 
helped contain bird hunting sharply.”

Md Sumon Miah, range officer 
of the Balijury Range in Sherpur’s 
Sreebordi upazila, echoed him.

SBCS member Devdas Chanda 
Babu said the group initially focused 

on awareness campaigns among 
locals, particularly those who 
depended on bird hunting for their 
livelihood.

Rafiq Mia, a former poacher from 
Pakhuria village in Sherpur Sadar, 
said he now works with SBCS and 
earns a living by rearing ducks with 
financial assistance from its members.

According to SBCS founder 
member Md Shahiduzzaman, about 
361 bird species have been identified 
in Sherpur, particularly in areas such 
as Char Pankhimari, Bogadubi, Gazni, 
Rangtia, Kurcha and Madhutila.

Formed with five members, SBCS 
now has around 60 volunteers 
engaged in monitoring bird habitats 
and preventing poaching across the 
district.

The organisation has also received 
national recognition, including 
the National Wildlife Conservation 
Award 2025 and a Special Honorary 
Award for Bird Conservation at a 
bird fair organised at Jahangirnagar 
University in 2023, according to 
SBCS sources.

Bird poaching 
wanes in Sherpur

Local group, forest dept efforts curb illegal hunting

Six killed in 
road crashes 
in two districts
UNB, Cumilla

Six people were killed and three others 
injured in road accidents in Bhola and 
Cumilla districts yesterday.

In Bhola, three people were killed 
and three others injured when a truck 
rammed into a CNG-run auto-rickshaw on 
Bhola-Charfasson road at Manikar Hat in 
Borhanuddin upazila. 

The deceased are Md Mizan, 36, 
Riaz Uddin and Azmiri Amrin, 20, of 
Borhanuddin upazila.

The accident occurred in the afternoon 
when the truck hit the CNG-run auto-
rickshaw carrying five people, leaving two 
killed on the spot and four others injured, 

said Shahidullah Kaisar, superintendent of 
police in Bhola. The injured were taken to a 
local hospital, where the doctors declared 
one of them dead.

In Cumilla, three people were killed in 
two separate road accidents in Burichang 
and Chauddagram upazilas.

In Chauddagram, a covered van driver 
and his assistant were killed when a lorry 
hit the Dhaka-bound covered van on 
Dhaka-Chattogram highway in Miabazar 
area of the upazila in the morning.

The deceased are Mohammad Aziz, 31, 
and his assistant Shamim, 29, of Noakhali.

In Burichang, one Akter Hossain was 
killed when a truck hit his motorcycle in 
the Pachoro Sinduria area in the afternoon.

Two cases were filed in connection with 
the accidents.

In Bhola, the accident occurred 
in the afternoon when the 

truck hit the CNG-run auto-
rickshaw carrying five people, 
leaving two killed on the spot 

and four others injured.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The Department of Environment 
has fined nine brick kilns in 
Sirajganj a total of Tk 18 lakh 
for operating in violation of 
environmental laws.

 The daylong drive was 
conducted in different locations 
across the district on Saturday, 
December 27, led by Masud Rana, 
assistant commissioner (Land) 
and executive magistrate, said  
Tuhin Alam, assistant director of 
DoE in Sirajganj.

During the drive, Munni 
Bricks was fined Tk 1 lakh, Bablu 
Bricks Tk 1.60 lakh, Star Bricks 
Tk 1.20 lakh, Nawab Bricks Tk 
80,000,   Shimu Orin Bricks Tk 3 
lakh,   Hero Bricks Tk 3 lakh, HS 
Bricks Tk 2.50 lakh, RKB Bricks 
Tk 3 lakh, and Talukdar Bricks Tk 
2 lakh. 

Police, fire service, and other 
officials and employees were 
present during the drive.

A chimney and raw bricks of 
one brick kiln were demolished 
while electricity connections of 
all the other kilns were severed, 
the DoE official said.

Nine brick kilns fined 
Tk 18 lakh in Sirajganj
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