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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Bird poaching in Sherpur has 
declined sharply over the past 
several years, forest officials and local 
conservationists said, citing sustained 
monitoring, awareness campaigns 
and enforcement drives across key 
habitats in the district.

The decline is being attributed 
to efforts by the Sherpur Bird 
Conservation Society (SBCS), 
with assistance from the Forest 
Department. Since its formation 
in 2018, the volunteer-based 
organisation has carried out patrols, 
rescues and community outreach.

Over the past eight years, SBCS 
members have rescued more than 
2,000 birds from poachers and 
released them into forests with the 
assistance of forest officials, the 
organisation said.

The rescued birds include kite, fairy 
kite, owl, falcon, teal, vulture, water 
hen and Indian spotted eagle.

“Now, only a few poachers are found 
hunting birds, especially migratory 

species, in different areas of Sherpur, 
but we are trying our best to stop 
them through different activities,” 
said Sujoy Malakar Joy, president of 
SBCS.

Muhammad Abdullah Al 
Amin, wildlife ranger of the 
Wildlife Management and Nature 
Conservation Division in Sherpur, 

said, “The activities of the Sherpur Bird 
Conservation Society, with support 
from the Forest Department, have 
helped contain bird hunting sharply.”

Md Sumon Miah, range officer 
of the Balijury Range in Sherpur’s 
Sreebordi upazila, echoed him.

SBCS member Devdas Chanda 
Babu said the group initially focused 

on awareness campaigns among 
locals, particularly those who 
depended on bird hunting for their 
livelihood.

Rafiq Mia, a former poacher from 
Pakhuria village in Sherpur Sadar, 
said he now works with SBCS and 
earns a living by rearing ducks with 
financial assistance from its members.

According to SBCS founder 
member Md Shahiduzzaman, about 
361 bird species have been identified 
in Sherpur, particularly in areas such 
as Char Pankhimari, Bogadubi, Gazni, 
Rangtia, Kurcha and Madhutila.

Formed with five members, SBCS 
now has around 60 volunteers 
engaged in monitoring bird habitats 
and preventing poaching across the 
district.

The organisation has also received 
national recognition, including 
the National Wildlife Conservation 
Award 2025 and a Special Honorary 
Award for Bird Conservation at a 
bird fair organised at Jahangirnagar 
University in 2023, according to 
SBCS sources.

Bird poaching 
wanes in Sherpur

Local group, forest dept efforts curb illegal hunting
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The Department of Environment 
has fined nine brick kilns in 
Sirajganj a total of Tk 18 lakh 
for operating in violation of 
environmental laws.

 The daylong drive was 
conducted in different locations 
across the district on Saturday, 
December 27, led by Masud Rana, 
assistant commissioner (Land) 
and executive magistrate, said  
Tuhin Alam, assistant director of 
DoE in Sirajganj.

During the drive, Munni 
Bricks was fined Tk 1 lakh, Bablu 
Bricks Tk 1.60 lakh, Star Bricks 
Tk 1.20 lakh, Nawab Bricks Tk 
80,000,   Shimu Orin Bricks Tk 3 
lakh,   Hero Bricks Tk 3 lakh, HS 
Bricks Tk 2.50 lakh, RKB Bricks 
Tk 3 lakh, and Talukdar Bricks Tk 
2 lakh. 

Police, fire service, and other 
officials and employees were 
present during the drive.

A chimney and raw bricks of 
one brick kiln were demolished 
while electricity connections of 
all the other kilns were severed, 
the DoE official said.

Nine brick kilns fined 
Tk 18 lakh in Sirajganj
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Fear in Teknaf 
as blasts heard 
across border
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

A series of loud explosions was heard 
from Myanmar across the Ukhiya-Teknaf 
border in Cox’s Bazar on Saturday night, 
triggering concern among local residents.

Several blasts occurred at intervals of 
three to four minutes around 11:00pm, 
according to people living along the 
border.

Sirajul Mostafa, ward-2 councillor 
of Whykong union in Teknaf, said the 
explosions shook houses in the area. He 
said at least three major blasts were heard 
as Myanmar’s military resumed air attacks 
on villages near Maungdaw.

Contacted, Lt Col Ashiqur Rahman, 
commander of Border Guard Bangladesh 
Teknaf Battalion-2, said the explosions 
originated from the Myanmar side of the 
border. He said the situation along the 
Bangladesh side of the border remained 
normal and that BGB members were on 
alert.

Mohammad Kalam of Rohingya Camp-
26 in Teknaf, citing relatives and contacts 
in Myanmar, said two Myanmar fighter 
jets carried out heavy bombardment 
on Balibazar and Naitong villages near 
Maungdaw.

Following the air strikes, the Arakan 
Army instructed around 250 Rohingya 
families to relocate, he said.

Many displaced families from the two 
villages have taken shelter with relatives in 
other areas, while some were attempting 
to cross the border into Bangladesh, he 
added.

The Arakan Army now controls 14 
of the 17 towns in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state following intense clashes with the 
Myanmar military in December last year.


