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NCP ties up with BND reviews
several picks
[ o Tarique has a busy
dilldal siricuy first day at party’s
° Gulshan office
for election’
BNP acting chairman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT Tarique  Rahman  has
conducted a performance
The National Citizen Party has forged a seat-sharing arrangement with review of party-
Jamaat-e-Islami to contest the February 12 national election, ending days nominated candidates
of intense speculations. in several constituencies
NCP Convener Nahid Islam at a press conference yesterday said the SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
party’s pact with Jamaat and other parties is “strictly electoral”.
“In the current political situation, it is not possible for the NCP —
to contest the election alone. That is why we have decided to form an - =
alliance with like-minded parties.” |_ an kaB an gl a
The party’s reform, justice, and anti-hegemony agenda will, however, < -

will remain unchanged, he added.

“This is not an ideological alliance; it is an electoral understanding.
Our goals and principles will continue. For now, the focus is on electoral
cooperation.

“This understanding will help overcome electoral hurdles while
keeping our reform agenda alive.”

The NCP chiefl observed that addressing the country’s crises and
fulfilling post-uprising goals requires wider cooperation.

Under the agreement, he added, candidates finalised through the
alliance would submit nomination papers, with the NCP and its affiliates
campaigning for them. In constituencies where the party has no

This is not an
ideological alliance ...
Our goals and principles
will continue. For now,
the focus is on electoral
cooperation.

Nahid Islam, NCP convener

candidate, it will support alliance nominees.

On possible splits or resignations, Nahid said participation in the
polls or remaining in the party is a personal decision. “Candidates will
be selected from among those aligned with our objectives and who have
higher chances of winning.”

He also said the Gonotantrik Songskar Jote no longer exists following
the NCP’s seat-sharing deal with Jamaat.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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Amid the biting cold, children huddle around small fires for warmth, unaware of the dangers of fire-related injuries. Each winter,
many across the country suffer burns while trying to keep warm in this way. The photo was taken around 3:00pm yesterday in
the capital’s Ramchandrapur, when it was still foggy. Story on page 16.

Reform push or
an ideological
trade-oll?

SHAMIMA RITA
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NOMINATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE TODAY

Parties scramble to
linalise line-ups

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR and AHMED DEEPTO

The National Citizen Party’s alignment with Jamaat-
e-Islami took shape during the talks at the National
Consensus Commission, with leaders insisting that state
reforms remain central to its election agenda.

NCP leaders said their top priority is implementing the
July charter and securing a victory for the “yes” vote in the
referendum.

According to the party, Jamaat and its allies support
its reform agenda, while the BNP has “adopted an anti-
reform stance”.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Political parties are locked in fevered, last-
minute negotiations to settle their line-ups for
the February 12 polls, as today marks the final
deadline for submitting nomination papers to
the Election Commission.

Election officials said preliminary estimates
show that at least 2,780 nomination papers
had been collected as of 2:30pm yesterday.

EC Public Relations Officer Ruhul Amin
Mollik cautioned that not all collected forms
would translate into valid candidacies, while

many more were expected to be collected and
submitted on the final day.

EC sources later said a total of 3,144
individuals had collected nomination papers
by 5:00pm yesterday.

In a demi-official letter issued yesterday,
Flection Commission Secretary Akthar Ahmed
urged the home ministry to take necessary
steps Lo ensure a level playing field ahead of the
13th national parliamentary election and the
referendum on the July charter, both scheduled
for the same day.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6
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A Recognition of Love & Trust from the People

We are proud to be ‘The Most Loved Brand’ by the
people’s choice for 10th consecutive time in
Atta-Maida-Suji, 9th time in branded sugar and 4th
consecutive time in bottled drinking water categories, according to the consumer
survey conducted by nSearch and awarded by Bangladesh Brand Forum.

From /[/‘fjf, we are grateful to the people for choosing us.
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Justice Zubayer
sworn in as 26th
chief justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Justice Zubayer Rahman Chowdhury
was sworn in as the 26th chief justice
of Bangladesh yesterday morning.

President Mohammed
Shahabuddin administered the oath
to the new chief justice at Darbar Hall
in Bangabhaban at 10:30am, Supreme
Court Registrar General Mohammed
Habibur Rahman told The Daily Star.

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus, other advisers of the interim
government, most of the judges of the
Appellate and High Court Divisions
of the SC, and chiefs of the armed
forces, among others, were present at
the oath-taking ceremony.

The felicitation of Chief Justice
Zubayer will be held on January 4 at
the SC, he said.

On December 23, the president
appointed him as the new chief
justice.

On Saturday, Chief Justice Dr Syed
Refaat Ahmed retired from his post.

Born on May 18, 1961, Justice
Zubayer is the son of the late AFM
Abdur Rahman Chowdhury, who
also served as a judge of the Supreme
Court.

President Mohammed Shahabuddin administers the oath to new Chief Justice Zubayer Rahman Chowdhury at Darbar Hall in

Bangabhaban yesterday morning.

o me

failed.
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I'm not becoming
a part of this NCP:
Mahtuj Alam

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mahfuj Alam, former adviser to the interim
government, has announced that he will not join
the National Citizen Party. He also said he had
rejected an offer to contest the national election
from a Dhaka seat under the Jamaat-NCP alliance.

In a Facebook post yesterday, Mahfuj said
maintaining his ideological position was more
important to him than securing a nomination.

“It is not true that I was not
offered a proposal from the
Jamaat-NCP alliance. However,
maintaining my long-standing
position is far more important
than becoming a
candidate for a Dhaka seat
under this alliance,” he wrote.

He clarified that he had
provided strategic guidance to the NCP and the
Nagorik Committee over the past 18 months, as
both were led by his “July co-fighters”.

“In the existing reality, my respect, affection and
friendship for my July co-fighters will not be erased.
But I am not becoming a part of this NCP,” he said.

Explaining his decision, Mahfuj said his attempt
to establish the NCP as a “Big July Umbrella” had

Describing the current political climate as a
“cold war”, he said neutrality was the most prudent

Reform push or an
ideological trade-ofl?

FROM PAGE 1

The NCP believes consolidating pro
reform votesinto a single ballot would
facilitate a “yes” victory and speed up
implementation of core reforms.

At a press briefing yesterday, NCP
Convener Nahid Islam stated that his
party’s joining the Jamaat-led eight
party alliance is strictly an electoral
arrangement and not based on any
ideological alignment.

He explained the NCP was
preparing to contest the polls
independently and had planned
to field candidates in all 300
constituencies, but after Sharif
Osman Hadi was killed, Bangladesh’s

political landscape has changed
significantly.
“Through  this incident, we

realised that the forces of hegemonic
aggression are still active in the
country. They are still conspiring to
derail the election.”

Speaking to The Daily Star
yesterday, NCP Senior Joint Convener
Ariful Islam Adeeb said, “We’re
politically aligned on implementing
the reform proposals within the
democratic alliance. This will allow
us to strengthen the role of eight to
ten parties in implementing the July
uprising’s political agreement.

“At the same time, we can
encourage everyone to play a more
effective role in seeking justice for
the genocide [during the uprising],
implementing fundamental reforms,
resisting domination, and protecting
Bangladesh’s independence and
sovereignty. This is why we are
moving forward with the alliance.”

Yesterday, around 130 NCP leaders
submitted a letter to party Convener
Nahid Islam, expressing solidarity
and support for the alliance decision.

The signatories included senior
joint conveners Ariful Islam Adeeb,
Sarwar Tushar, Dr Atik Mujahid,
Javed Rasin, Sultan Muhammad
Zakaria, and Ehtesham Haque; Joint
Member Secretary Ariful Rahman
Tuhin; Senior Joint Chiel Organiser
Saifullah Haider; along with other
members including Ataullah,
Mahmuda Mitu, Ali Naser Khan,
Mahin Sarkar, and others.

In the letter, they said, “We extend
our full trust and support (o any
political understanding or alliance
decision taken by the convener and
member secretary, considering party
and national interests and the goal of
democratic transformation.”

They also expressed hope that
the convener would keep the party
united and strong through visionary
leadership and political wisdom,
reinforcing public trust.

Sarwar Tushar told this
correspondent that talks about
an alliance with BNP fell through
because “consensus and alliances
are built as a team, not based on
individual preferences”.

“Perhaps other parties were
interested in certain individuals
rather than the party as a whole,
whereas the alliance with Jamaat
means two parties coming together.”

Post-election security was also
cited as a factor, with NCP leaders
claiming increasing harassment of
their grassroots activists by BNP
members. “Once and if they come to
power, it will be difficult to protect
the people of my constituency.
Allying with Jamaat will allow the
party Lo protect its grassroots-level
activists,” he said.

Party leaders said BNP’s gradual
shift towards the centre-left, coupled
with its move to woo vote banks
left empty by the Awami League’s
removal from the electoral arena, has
left the centre-right open.

NCP insiders said that while
the party always planned to move
ahead independently, their abysmal
performance in the student union
elections across campuses was a
moment of reckoning. “It made us
seriously consider the need for an
alliance,” Tushar said.

Regarding their previous alliance,
Senior  Joint  Convener  Ariful
Islam Adeeb said, “Our previous
Gonotantrik Songskar Jote was a
political alliance, but the alliance we
are now forming with Jamaat and
eight other parties is an electoral
one.”

Though the NCP is proceeding
with the 30 seats committed by the
Jamaat-led alliance, insiders said
negotiations were ongoing (o raise
the number o 40, while the party is
seeking 51.

The party’s decision (o enter
this alliance alienated a small but
significant faction, which includes
former information adviser Mahfuj
Alam.

In a Facebook post yesterday, he
wrote that he had tried to establish
NCP as a “Big July Umbrella” but
failed, and questioned whether
the platforms had truly embraced
principles such as a new political-
economic settlement, cultural
resistance to fascism, and building a
society of empathy.

The alliance also did not sit well
with five other leaders -- Senior Joint
Member Secretary Tasnim Jara, Joint
Member Secretary Arshadul Haque,
joint conveners Monira Sharmin
and Tajnuva Jabeen, and Joint Chief
Coordinator Navid Nowroz Shah -- to
announce their resignations and/or
withdrawal from the polls.

While Jara has announced
her resignation and decision (o
run independently in the polls on
Saturday, Jabeen yesterday resigned
from the party and withdrew from
the race.

Monira remains in the party but
announced her withdrawal from the
election yesterday.

Monira and Jara had initially
been offered seats under the 30-
seat sharing arrangement, but both
turned down the offer.

Arshadul, who was the NCP’s
Chattogram-16 nominee, resigned
from the party on Thursday but
has yet to announce whether he
will contest the polls. The party’s
Cumilla-6 nominee Navid last night
announced withdrawing from the
race but remaining in the NCP.

The small but influential faction
argues that the alliance with Jamaat
is a strategic miscalculation and will
cost the party politically in the long
run.

Announcing her resignation
yesterday on her verified Facebook
page, Jabeen wrote, “Many assume
my objection to the alliance with
Jamaat is rooted in historical reasons
or women’s issues. But what was
more alarming was the process
through which this was executed.
Although it’s being framed as an
electoral strategy, I see it as entirely
pre-planned.

“The situation was engineered in
a way to make it seem like there was

no alternative to forming the alliance.
Other possibilities were deliberately
sidelined. Many have been brought
into this platform through calculated
tactics and effectively held hostage.”

She also criticised the nomination
process, saying, “Just days ago,
125 aspirants were asked to collect
nomination forms. The subsequent
decision to cap the arrangement at 30
seats and ask the remaining aspirants
to stand down was not taken through
any open discussion or general
meeting. Now, leaders are being told
to campaign for Jamaat candidates
in the remaining constituencies --
an issue that was never previously
discussed.”

Jabeen also took ajab at the party’s
top leadership over alleged internal
power struggles. “Senior leaders are
preoccupied with removing one
another through internal feuds. They
are so consumed by personal rivalries,
they’ll never be able to build a centrist,
Bangladesh-focused political force
capable of serving the country.... The
July spirit is not cultivated here; it is
only used for political gain.”

Joint Convener Monira Sharmin
wrote on her Facebook page yesterday,
“I believe in the independent political
strength of the NCP. I have not broken
my commitment to the party. But at
this moment, my commitment (o
the mass uprising and to the people
of this country outweighs that to my
party.

“lo those who supported me
financially, encouraged me on this
difficult path, and sent messages
of hope, I sincerely apologise for
disappointing you [by withdrawing
from the race]| at this moment. Please
know that I did not enter politics
to pursue power. I won’t betray
my party or the people by going to
power through seat-sharing while
preaching political change.”

Thanking the party convener,
member secretary, and the political
council for nominating him for
Cumilla-6, Navid on his Facebook
page wrote, “Yesterday, an electoral
alliance comprising Jamaat, the
NCP, and ecight other parties was
announced.... In light of the changed
circumstances, I am withdrawing
mysell from the race... I extend my
advance best wishes to whoever the
alliance nominates for Cumilla-6.”

He added he and his colleagues
would continue campaigning for
a “yes” vote in the July Charter
referendum on behalf of the NCP.

Senior Joint Convener Samanta
Sharmin clarified her position on her
Facebook page. “Some members of
the National Citizen Party deviated
from the party’s core aspirations
on December 28, 2025 at 5:30pm
in exchange for a handful of seats....
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami is not
a reliable ally. I believe that entering
into any form of cooperation or
understanding with Jamaat -- given
its political position and ideology --
would require the NCP o pay a heavy
price.

“According to the National Citizen
Party’s long-held position, its core
principles and vision for the state are
fundamentally different from those
of Jamaat. The NCP is a party built
around the issues of justice, reform,
and a Constituent Assembly election,
leading toward a Second Republic.
Therefore, a shared position on these
three issues must be a prerequisite for
any political alliance.”

NCP ties up with Jamaat

FROM PAGE 1

The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP),
led by Col (retired) Oli Ahmed, also
joined the Jamaat-led electoral pact,
expanding it from eight to 10 parties.

Yesterday afternoon, Jamaat Ameer
Shafiqur Rahman announced the
development at a press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club.

He said the alliance has nearly
completed its nomination list for
all 300 constituencies  through
discussions, with the remaining work to
be completed fairly after the submission
of nomination papers.

Referring to the NCP’s absence in
the briefing, he said the party’s leaders
were unable to attend due to time
constraints but had formally conveyed
their decision to join the alliance and
would brief the media separately.

“We want a free, fair, and acceptable
election on the announced date.
Ensuring a level playing field and
fulfilling constitutional responsibilities
is the duty of the government and the
Election Commission. Any deviation
will not be accepted by the nation.”

He said many in the younger
generation were unable to vote in
the last three elections. “Our voting
rights were taken away. Standing
shoulder to shoulder with this new
generation, we will fight to restore
the right to vote through a free and
fair election. This is not merely an
alliance; it is a unity stronger than
an alliance -- essentially a 10-party
electoral understanding for nation-

building and the election.”

Asked about seat allocations, the
Jamaat ameer said, “No single party
is allocating seats to others. Based on
fairness and merit, we are entrusting
seats to one another.”

However, senior leaders of the parties
involved in the joint movement said an
understanding had been reached by
Sunday afternoon on around 260 to
265 seats.

For the remaining 30 to 35
constituencies, where multiple parties
believe their candidates are more
qualified or popular, discussions will
continue after Jamaat's grand rally
scheduled for January 3, with informal
talks ongoing in the meantime.

On the condition of anonymity, a
senior leader said the LDP had sought
10 seats, though it is unlikely to receive
more than four. While discussions
have mentioned conceding 30 seats
to the NCP, the number is expected
to be capped at 25. Jamaat is unlikely
to contest more than 180 to 185 seats,
Islami Andolan Bangladesh no more
than 35, and Bangladesh Khelafat
Majlis no more than 13 to 14 scats.

Another leader said that at a meeting
of top alliance leaders vyesterday,
aspirants in constituencies, where
consensus has yet to be reached, were
asked (o submit nomination papers.
Once an agreement is finalised, others
will withdraw their candidacies.

AnlIslami Andolan Bangladesh leader
said the party would submit nomination
papers in all 300 constituencies but

BNP reviews several pick

FROM PAGE 1
and hasadvised that several nominations
be reconsidered.

The development came from his first
day in the party chairperson’s office in
Gulshan yesterday. A room had been
prepared for him on the second floor of
the independent building on Road 88 of
Gulshan, which has been serving as the
party chairperson’s office since 2008.

He arrived at the office at 1:40pm
and left at around 10:28pm for Evercare
Hospital in Bashundhara to see his ailing
mother, former prime minister Khaleda
Zia.

The review comes as the BNP
intensifies its internal preparations
ahead of the national election, with
the party leadership placing a growing
emphasis on grassroots mobilisation,
local visibility and organisational
strength at the constituency level, The
Daily Star has learnt from people with
direct knowledge of the discussions.

Tarique assessed the activities
of candidates already announced
for specific seats and expressed
dissatisfaction with the level of
engagement in some areas, they said.

He found weak organisational
presence, limited voter outreach and a
lack of sustained political activity on the
ground in certain constituencies.

In response, Tarique asked members
of the party’selectionsteering committee
to reassess those nominations and
examine whether alternative candidates
would be better placed to strengthen the
party’s position locally.

He advised reviewing organisational
feedback from local units and recent
political activity before taking any final
decision on the nominations.

Party leaders said the move should
not be seen as punitive but as part of
a broader effort to ensure electoral
readiness. The leadership  wants
candidates who are visible, active and
able to mobilise voters at the local level.

Discussions ook place on the
possible changes of candidates in 17
constituencies, including Munshiganj-3,
Sunamganj-2, Brahmanbaria-4 and
Chattogram-6, according (o0 party
insiders.

In the seats, new nominees may be
announced if the review concludes that
current candidates are underperforming
or left vacant for alliance members.

No final decision has yet been taken
and consultations are still ongoing. Any
changes would be made after further
assessment and approval by the party’s
highest decision-making bodies.

added that seat-sharing talks were
continuing. “We remain hopeful that
an excellent understanding will be
reached, Insha’Allah,” he said.

A Jamaat leader, speaking
anonymously, said the NCP commands
around 5-6 percent public support
nationwide but lacks organisational
strength to translate that support into
votes.

Jamaat, he said, sees strategic value
in aligning with the NCP, which would
bring the July force into the electoral
field. Jamaat also believes unity among
Islamist parties could help strengthen
an Islamic ideological narrative against
BNP’s nationalism.

Jamaat insiders said an alliance with
the LDP would add further momentum,
citing the presence of a distinguished
freedom fighter in the fold.

At the press conference, LDP
Chairman Oli Ahmed sat beside the
Jamaat ameer but did not speak. The
event was moderated by Bangladesh
Khelafat  Majlis Ameer Mamunul
Haque who said the alliance should
now be described as a 10-party electoral
understanding.

Others present included Islami
AndolanBangladesh Presidium Member
Ashraf Ali Akon, Bangladesh Khelafat
Majlis Secretary General Ahmad Abdul
Kader, Bangladesh Khelafat Andolan
Nayeb-e-Ameer  Mujibur ~ Rahman
Hamidi, Jatiya Gonotantrik Party
(Jagpa) spokesperson Rashed Pradhan,
and Jamaat Assistant Secretary General
Hamidur Rahman Azad, among others.

BNP acting chairman Tarique Rahman signs nomination papers for Dhaka-17

and Bogura-6 yesterday.

Tarique also instructed party leaders
and activists to strictly follow the election
code of conduct.

During the extended meeting, he
held discussions with members of the
BNP standing committee on election
planning and the party’s organisational
position across key constituencies.

The talks centred on strengthening
grassroots activity, coordination at the
local level and assessing readiness ahead
of the nomination process, according to
party insiders.

During the time, Tarique also reviewed
and finalised the supporting documents
for his own nomination papers, which
are scheduled to be submitted today.
He will contest from two constituencies,
Dhaka-17 and Bogura-6 with the party’s
electoral symbol, the Sheaf of Paddy.

He also met with leaders of various
units of Dhaka-17 constituency to review
the local situation and discuss election
strategy.

Party leaders said two separate
election committees have been formed
for the constituencies.

For the Dhaka-17 constituency, BNP
Chairperson’s Advisory Council member
Abdus Salam has been appointed as
the chiel coordinator, while Advisory
Council member Farhad Halim Donar
will also play a key coordinating role in
leading the election activities.

The committee for Bogura-6 will be
led by Bogura district BNP president
Rezaul Karim Badsha.

Separately, nomination forms for BNP
chief Khaleda for the Bogura-7 and Feni-

PHOTO: BNP MEDIA CELL

1 constituencies are set to be submitted
today, party sources said.

Her nomination paper for the
Dinajpur-3 seat was submitted yesterday.

Upon arrival at the party
chairperson’s office, senior party leaders,
including standing committee members
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain, Mirza
Abbas, Gayeshwar Chandra Roy, Abdul
Moyeen Khan, Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury and senior joint secretary
general Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, welcomed
him with a bouquet.

Election-related issues and
organisational matters were discussed,
Mosharraf told journalists afterwards.

“To fulfil the hopes and expectations
that have arisen, we will have to go to the
people of Bangladesh in the coming days
and listen to them. Tarique Rahman
listens more than he speaks -- that is one
of his qualities,” Khosru said.

Meanwhile, the Election Commission
yesterday included Tarique and his
daughter Zaima Rahman in the
country’s voter list ahead of the national
election, EC Senior Secretary Akhtar
Ahmed told reporters.

On Saturday, Tarique and Zaima
completed the necessary process for
National Identity Card registration
and voter enlistment at the Election
Commission’s National Identity Wing
in Agargaon, where their biometric data
and photographs were taken.

They were registered as voters in the
Dhaka-17 constituency under DNCC
Ward No. 19 in the Gulshan area, using
the address of House No. 196, Gulshan-2.
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Strengthen
cyber security
ahead of polls

Yunus directs
National Cyber
Security Agency

BSS, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus
yesterday  directed  the
National Cyber Security
Agency to ensure all
forms of cyber security
ahead of the upcoming
parliamentary elections.
“Centred on the
upcoming elections, we
have to enhance our
information  technology
capabilities and strictly
combat all types of
cybercrime,” he said.
Yunus, also chairman of
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

JNU STUDENT POLLS
Allegations of code
violations surface
ahead of election

RAKIB MADBER

Allegations of widespread violations of the election
code of conduct have emerged ahead of the first-
ever Jagannath University Central Students’ Union
(JnUCSU) elections, triggering counter-accusations
among rival panels despite a festive mood on campus.

The election is scheduled to take place tomorrow.

Students and several candidates have alleged that
the panels backed by Chhatra Shibir, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), and Chhatra Shakti were all
breaching election rules during their campaigns.

Students alleged that nightly gatherings featuring
feasts were being held near the Pogose School area and
the second gate beside the Shaheed Sajid Building,
where votes were being solicited and money was being
offered for campaign participation, particularly by the
JCD-backed panel.

Allegations of
additional violations have .7
also surfaced, including '}_,?'-
food  distribution in '

female residential halls by :
the Shibir-backed panel,
while the Chhatra Shakt-
backed panel brought

national football team

captain Jamal Bhuyan to

campus for campaigning, violating polls conduct.

Arafat Nafis, a student of Public Administration
department, said all three panels were violating polls
code. Shibir distributed food in female halls under
the guise of projection meetings, while JCD provided
scholarships in halls and funded district welfare
programmes, he alleged.

Mehrun Khanom, a student of Mass Communication
and Journalism, cited Section 11(e) of the JnUCSU
election code, which prohibits serving food, drinks or
gifts to voters.

She said both JCD and Shibir violated the rule.

Referring to Jamal Bhuyan’s presence, she said
the code also bans the involvement of outsiders in
campaigns.

Independent general secretary candidate Md

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

The Daily Star will

stand tall again
Says Adviser Sakhawat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Labour and Employment Adviser Brigadier General
(rtd) M Sakhawat Hussain yesterday expressed solidarity
with The Daily Star, saying the newspaper would rise
again with courage despite a devastating setback.

On the night of December 18, mobs carried out
coordinated attacks on the national daily’s head office
in Dhaka, vandalising offices, looting valuables, setting
parts of the building on fire and trapping journalists
and staff inside for hours.

“I am very sad,” the adviser said while visiting The
Daily Star office yesterday.

He said a free and resilient media is essential for
democracy in Bangladesh.

The adviser said the role of the media is neither to
stand for nor against any individual or government,
adding that no media outlet anywhere in the world
remains permanently on one side.

He noted that the media landscape in Bangladesh
did not develop overnight and that, in a country like
Bangladesh, The Daily Star had grown steadily over time.

“In that context, this is undoubtedly a major setback,
but I am confident that a newspaper like The Daily Star
will stand tall again,” he said.

“Even after such devastation, this newspaper continued
its work instead of closing. That is courage,” he said.

“I hope we will all remain tolerant and supportive.
After the mass uprising, Bangladesh went through
an unimaginable shock, with much bloodshed for a
society free from discrimination. I hope we can uphold
that spirit.”

Children’s safety
under growing threat

1,170 child-related news reports involve
rape, murder in 2025, says study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Children’s safety in Bangladesh is
increasingly under threat due (o
rising incidents of rape, murder and
abuse, according to a study based on
reports published in national and local
newspapers.

The findings were revealed in a report
titled “State of Child Rights 2025,
which shows that 1,170 reports -- 62.66
percent of 1,867 negative news reports
— were related to children involved in
rape and murder.

The report was unveiled at a
programme organised by Sachetan
Sangstha, with support from Manusher
Jonno Foundation (MJF) and Street
Children Activists Network (SCAN)
Bangladesh, at the CIRDAP auditorium

in Dhaka yesterday.
Presenting  the study, SCAN
Bangladesh General Secretary

Moniruzzaman Mukul said newspapers
published 1,485 major reports related
to children between January and
November this year.

Of these, the largest share - 31.19
percent -- concerned accidents and
tragedies, including road crashes,
drowning, falls from buildings and
deaths during play, he said.

According to the analysis, reports on
child abuse and violence accounted for
15.63 percent, while child trafficking
and sexual exploitation made up 8.75
percent.

Reports related to child health and
protection stood at 9.70 percent, while
those focusing on risks in the education
sector accounted for 6.94 percent, it
added.

The report further noted that among
the 1,867 negative news items, 15.16

Two workers remove
signboards that have been
fastened to roadside trees
with iron nails during
a drive by the Forest
Department on Fuller Road
near the Buet campus in
Dhaka. This practice not
only creates visual clutter
but also damages trees,
as nails pierces the bark
and hinder natural growth
-- a close-up of those
nails is shown in the inset.
The photos were taken
yesterday.

PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

percent involved child deaths caused by
accidents.

Regionally, the Dhaka division
recorded the highest number of crimes
and accidents involving children. In the
division, a total of 2,376 children were
identified as victims, the report said.

Moniruzzaman said all political
parties contesting the upcoming
national parliamentary election should
include clear commitments to child
rights in their election manifestos.

He also stressed the need for swift
trials and stringent punishment in

Accidents, tragedies made up largest I

share of child-related news

Dhaka division recorded highest
number of child victims

Rights groups urge political parties to
commit to child protection

(alls grow for swift trials, stricter
punishment in child abuse cases

cases of child rape and murder, as well
as improved healthcare, psychosocial
support and safe environments for
children, particularly in marginalised
areas.

Speaking as chief guest, Shishu
Academy Director General Arju Ara
Begum said the report was based on
newspaper coverage and therefore
did not reflect the complete national
situation, but described the findings as
“frightening”.

She said the government was
undertaking various initiatives for

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Momentarily lifted off the ground by the weight of this heavily-loaded handcart, a puller hangs from its front while trying to haul sacks of
essential commodities near the TSC area of the Dhaka University campus. Another man helps him from behind, struggling to balance the
cart and keep it moving. The photo was taken yesterday afternoon.

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Plans afoot
to destabilise
the country
Says Fakhrul

BSS, Thakurgaon

BNP

Secretary 3
General “a
Mirza "'
Fakhrul

Islam

Alamgir

yesterday said a vested
quarter is hatching
conspiracies to destabilise
the country.

Fakhrul  made  the
remarks while speaking as
the chief guest at a view
exchange meeting with
Islamic scholars (ulemas)
at the Human Welfare
Council Training Centre
ground in Thakurgaon.

Noting that the country
is passing through a critical
period marked by rumours,
confusion and various
movements, Fakhrul said,
“We must remain cautious
at this time so that we do
not once again slide into
darkness.”

He stressed that the
upcoming  13th  Jatiya
Sangsad election is
extremely important and
warned that attempts are
being made to derail it. “We
must ensure that no one can
thwart this election,” he said.

Calling for unity, he said
internal divisions must be
avoided, as conspirators
would take advantage of
any rift, causing harm to
both the country and its
people.

Describing  Islam  as

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Teachers condemn
mob violence,
media attacks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The University Teachers’ Network has strongly
condemned a wave of violence, arson, and mob
attacks across the country, accusing student
representatives of acting beyond their authority
and threatening freedom of expression.

In a statement issued yesterday, the network said
the situation deteriorated following the shooting
of young politician Sharif Osman Bin Hadi on
December 12 and his death on December 18.

The Kkilling was followed by attacks on leading
newspapers, The Daily Star and Prothom Alo,
as well as cultural institutions Chhayanaut and
Udichi Shilpi Gosthi.

“Using the anger and frustration after Hadi’s
killing, opportunistic groups have carried out one
criminal act after another,” said the statement.

The interim government has failed to arrest
the Kkillers, while journalists, cultural activists, and
ordinary citizens have come under attack, it added.

The teachers also condemned several Kkillings
across the country, including the mob Kkilling
of Dipu Chandra Das in Bhaluka over alleged
blasphemy and the burning to death of two children
of BNP leader Belal Hossain in Lakshmipur.

They further criticised the conduct of Rucsu
leaders, particularly its General Secretary
Salahuddin Ammar, accusing him of creating
mob pressure, harassing teachers, and forcing
deans to resign.

“The elected student representatives acted
as il they themselves were the administration.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

ABU SAYED KILLING
Primary evidence
found against 30
accused: 10

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Testifying before the International Crimes
Tribunal-2 for the second consecutive day yesterday,
the investigation officer (I0) in the case filed over
the Kkilling of Begum Rokeya University student
Abu Sayed during last year’s July uprising said the
involvement of 30 accused in the crimes against
humanity case has been proven at the primary level.
[0 Ruhul Amin also told the tribunal that
he found evidence indicating the doctor, who
prepared Sayed’s post-mortem report, had been
pressured to change the report six times.

He further said that seized evidence, statements
from the victim’s family members and injured
witnesses, along with other collected materials,
indicate that crimes against humanity were
committed in a systematic and widespread
manner against unarmed students and civilians
during the anti-discrimination student movement
in July-August 2024.

A total of 30 individuals, including senior
university and police officials, have been accused
of murder and crimes against humanity. The
accused include former Begum Rokeya University
vice-chancellor Md Hasibur Rashid and former
Rangpur Metropolitan Police commissioner Md
Moniruzzaman. They face charges of murder,
attempted murder, abetment and complicity in
crimes against humanity.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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Two bridges, no

approac

h roads

Locals question planning, use of public funds

Questions have been raised over the
use of public funds after two bridges
were built without access roads in a
river shoal under Sarishabari upazila
of Jamalpur.

Locals say the bridges, built at
a total cost of over Tk 2.26 crore,
do not serve any purpose without
access roads.

According to officials, the
project to construct two 15-metre-
long girder bridges was taken up
under the Disaster Management
Department in 2022-23 fiscal year
to improve communication for
residents of Ghuincha Aona Char
(shoal) under Aona union at a cost of

Tk 2,26,75,114.

The work order was awarded to
Messrs ABM  Faisal Construction.
One bridge has already been
constructed, while work on the
other is still underway.

Localssaid the entire area becomes
submerged during monsoon, with
boats as the only mode of transport.
In dry season, people walk along
narrow ridges between crop fields.
They argued that constructing access
road should have been prioritised
before constructing the bridges.

upazila
Office.

said the work was being carried
out under supervision of Md Ariful
Islam, sub-assistant engineer at the
Project

Implementation

Contacted, Ariful Islam declined
to comment on the matter, saying,
“The works are under the supervision
of senior officials. 1 cannot say
anything about this.”

Sarishabari
implementation officer Md Shawkat
Jamil said, “The project is being
implemented as approved. We are

upazila  project

Locals further alleged that only overseeing the work. If any
reaching the bridges requires complaint regarding construction
crossing two rivers by boat, making quality is received, action will
the structures largely inaccessible. be taken in accordance with

Contractor Md Mokbul Hossain

government rules,”
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EH Bank Asia

Bank Asia Tower, 32 & 34, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215

TENDER NOTICE

Invitation for Tender: Consultancy services for recertification
with two (02) surveillance audits on ISO 22301:2019 -

Business Continuity Management System (BCMS).

Proposals are hereby invited through email from reputed local and international
companies, suppliers and firms for providing consultancy services for recertification,
including two (02) surveillance audits of 1SO 22301:2019 - Business Continuity
Management System (BCMS). Bidders are requested to carefully follow the detailed
submission instructions and tender schedule provided in the RFP.

Tender schedule in detail will be available at the Logistics & Support Services Division
(LSSD), Corporate Office, Bank Asia Tower (4th Floor), 32 & 34, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Karwan Bazar, Dhaka from 29/12/2025 to 12/01/2026 during office hour upon payment
of Tk. 5,000/= (Five Thousand) only (non-refundable) in the Banking Channel such as
Payment Order, SWIFT favoring Bank Asia PLC.

Interested Companies/Suppliers/Firms are requested for collecting tender schedule
within 29/12/2025 to 12/01/2026. The tender should be submitted in soft copy through
email on or before 19/01/2026 by 1:30 PM. The tender will be opened at 3:00 PM on the
same day in the presence of the bidders’ representatives. Only well-reputed firms who
have long business track record will be qualified for this bidding. Submission instruction
written in RFP must have to follow. Any necessary information will be communicated to
the Bidders from the above mentioned email only.

Vendor eligibility:
1) Tender bidder should be an OEM / Authorized Partner of above product/solution.
2) The bank shall not be bound under any obligation to accept the lowest quotation.
3) Bank Asia reserves the right to accept, modify or reject any or all the tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever,

Senior Vice President

Logistics & Support Services Division (LSSD)
Corporate Office

Tel: 09617001100 (Ext. 690)
www.bankasia-bd.com

Children’s

FROM PAGE 3

child welfare and that 66
percent of the Ministry
of Women and Children
Affairs’ budget was
allocated to social safety net
programmes.

She also said steps were
under way (o establish
a separate child affairs
directorate, which  had
reached its final stage.

Moderating the
programme, MJF Executive
Director Shaheen Anam
described  the  current
situation as  “extremely
alarming”.

She called for an
immediate end to the use
of children in political
activities, particularly ahead
of the national election.

She also said children’s
issues were largely neglected
during the interim
government period and
that vulnerable groups,
including street children,
child labourers and children

Strengthen cyber

FROM PAGE 3

the National Cyber
Security Council, issued
the directives while

presiding over a meeting
of the council at the state
guest house Jamuna,
according to the Chief
Adviser’s Press Wing.
Noting that the
government is moving
to bring a wide range
of citizen services onto
online platforms, he said
many services are already
being provided digitally
both at home and abroad.
He said organisations,
including cyber security
agencies, must regularly
update their software
and hardware as part of
adopting cyber security
measures. “In addition,
the manpower associated
with these systems will
also have to be made more
efficient,” he added.

Chief Adviser’s
special  assistant  for
the Ministry of Posts,

Telecommunications and
Information Technology,
Faiz  Ahmad  Taiyeb,
informed the meeting
that 35 institutions have
already been enlisted
as Critical Information
Infrastructure (CII) and
suggested  that  more
institutions be added to

salety

from low-income families,
remained the most insecure.

Calling for an
independent administrative
structure  for  children’s
affairs, she said
responsibilities related to
children were currently
divided among  three
ministries without effective
coordination.

Sachetan Sangstha
General Secretary Sakila
Parveen chaired the
programme.

Julia Jesmin, joint
inspector general of
the Department of
Inspection  for Factories
and Establishments; Ratan
Kumar Halder, additional
director of the Department
of Social Services; Sharif

Jamil, coordinator of
Waterkeepers Bangladesh;
and Halima Begum,

programme officer at the
Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs, also spoke,
among others.

Allegations of code

FROM PAGE 3

Rasedul Islam said almost
all provisions of the election
code had been violated, yet
the election commission
took no visible action.

Independent candidate
for health and environment
secretary  Omar  Faruk
Shraban said groups that
promised a new political
culture were the first to
violate the code.

JCD distributed crests
before the election, while
Shibir  organised  food
events, leaving independent
candidates worried about
fairness, he added.

Contacted, Md Riazul
Islam, vice-president
candidate  from  Shibir

backed Odommo Jobian
Oikko panel, said food
distribution, outsiders
joining campaigns, and the
distribution of items such
as pens with ballot numbers
printed on them, were
taking place openly, while
the authorities remained
silent.

Denying the accusations,
JCD-backed VP candidate
AKM Rakib said they had

heard claims of Shibir
feeding supporters at hotels
but found no concrete
evidence.

“JnU students will not
vote based on food alone;
they will choose deserving
candidates,” he said.

He also said his panel
attended district welfare and
departmental programmes
as part of campaigning.

Chhatra  Shakti-backed
Oikkoboddho Jobian
panel’s GS candidate Faisal
Murad alleged bias against
his panel, claiming they
were barred from holding

projection  meetings in
female halls.
He also said Jamal

Bhuyan’s visit was linked
to a previously announced
sports carnival, and not
related to the election.

Contacted, Election
Commissioner Kaniz Fatema
Kakolee said the commission
had not received any written
complaints regarding code
violations.

“Il’ any written complaint
is  submitted, we will
investigate and take
necessary action,” she said.

Primary evidence

FROM PAGE 3
As the deposition was not
completed vyesterday, the
IO will continue testifying
before the tribunal for a
third day today as the 25th
witness in the case. Once
his testimony is completed,
he will be cross-examined
by defence lawyers, after
which the case will move to
the argument stage.
Referring to two audio
conversations involving
deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina with then
DSCC mayor Sheikh Fazle
Noor Taposh and former
Dhaka University vice
chancellor ASM  Maksud

Kamal, seized by the
investigation agency, the
10 said Hasina was heard
instructing the use of lethal
weapons against  anti-
discrimination protesters
and making conspiratorial
plans to suppress the
legitimate movement by
Killing protesting students.
Meanwhile, the tribunal
allowed its investigation
agency to submit the probe
report by January 28,
2026, in a crimes against
humanity case filed over
several killings and injuries
in front of Gouripur Police
Station in Mymensingh
during the July uprising.

the list.

He stressed the
need for coordination
between the National
Cyber Security Agency
and the Bangladesh
Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission
to  prevent  rumours,
misinformation,
disinformation and other
cybercrimes centring on
the upcoming elections.

Bangladesh Bank
Governor Dr Ahsan H
Mansur  said  several
measures have already
been taken to further
strengthen cyber security
in the banking sector,
with additional initiatives
currently under way.

Member Secretary
of the National Cyber
Security  Council and
Director General of the
National Cyber Security
Agency Dr Md Taibur
Rahman, Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs
Adviser Dr Asif Nazrul,
ICT Division Secretary
Shish Haider Chowdhury,
Inspector  General of
Police Baharul Alam and
National Board of Revenue
Chairman Md  Abdur
Rahman Khan, among
others, were present at the
meeting.

Plans afoot

FROM PAGE 3
a religion of peace, he
said BNP wants to build a
new Bangladesh through
a peaceful election. He
alleged that propaganda is
being spread against BNP
despite the party’s role in
safeguarding the religious
values and culture of the
country’s Muslim majority.
From the meeting,
Fakhrul announced that
he would submit his
nomination papers on
Monday as a candidate
for the Thakurgaon-1
constituency in the
upcoming election.

Teachers condemn

FROM PAGE 3

They used threatening
language, issued illegal
resignation letters, and

tried to publicly humiliate
deans, which is completely
beyond their jurisdiction,”
the statement said.

The network noted
that although 12 deans at
Rajshahi  University were
elected during the previous
government, only six were
targeted for resignation,
while the remaining six were
spared, raising questions
about political bias.

They also criticised
media coverage of the issue,
saying the resignations were
portrayed as voluntary when
the deans were actually
under pressure and had
agreed to continue their
duties at the request of the
university administration.

The statement alleged
that Rucsu leaders openly
threatened teachers,
warning that so-called pro
Awami League teachers
would be physically
dragged and tied up if they
entered the campus. Rucsu
Vice President Mostakur
Rahman Zahid was quoted
as saying that “no Awami
fascist teacher would be
allowed to take classes at
RU.”

The teachers said such
statements created fear on
campus and encouraged
hate  speech  through
Rucsu and Islami Chhatra
Shibir-linked social media

platforms.
“We are shocked that the
university administration

took no action against these
behaviours, even though
many of them amount to
criminal offences. This is a
direct attack on academic
freedom, and its impact has
spread to campuses across
the country,” the statement
said.

It also referred to threats
made after Hadi’s death to
shut down The Daily Star
and Prothom Alo and calls
made by a Shibir leader at

Jahangirnagar  University
to vandalise Udichi and
Chhayanaut.

The statement alleged
that student representatives
from Rucsu and Jucsu,
along with Shibir leaders,
were involved in incitement
and attacks linked to the
December 18 arson.

The pattern of violence
shows that these were
not isolated incidents
but “planned and
interconnected events”,
many of which were
promoted earlier through
YouTube channels and
other media, it said.

“The home ministry has
shown extreme failure,
and law  enforcement
agencies remained passive
despite clear warnings,” the
statement added.

Referring to
commitments made
by Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus after
the July wuprising, the
teachers said the interim
government had promised
media freedom, freedom of
expression, and protection
of lives and property, but

failed to wuphold those
commitments.
They  welcomed the

arrest of several suspects
in the December 18 arson
and the Dipu killing and
demanded the immediate
arrest of Hadi’s killers.

The teachers called on
university authorities (o
take action under university
rules to stop harassment
and unauthorised activities
by student representatives.

They also urged Jamaat-
eIslami to control its
student wing and warned
against dismissing violent
actions as “personal
opinions”.

“Incitement to violence is
acrime,” the statement said,
adding that administrative
action must be taken
against Rucsu, Jucsu, and
Ducsu leaders involved
in provocation or direct

Bangladesh Satellite Company Limited
“Connecting Waorlds for Enriching Lives'
116 Kazi Narrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1000

attacks.
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e-Tender Notice
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP system portal (https://www.eprocure.gov.bd/) for the
procurement of the following works:
S/ | Tender | Tender Name Package No: [ Tender lender [ Tender
N (14 Publicaton Demment Closing &
Date wmd fime last selling T¥pening
Dhate and Disite anad
{ | 1 | tirne time
01, | 1199598 | Procurement of RF 14,39, 00000000012 | 29-Dec-2025 11-Jan-2026 12-January-
Equipment Pars for OF. 0000123, T05(T) Diirie: 1000 ligme: 2026
BECL AM) 1700 PM) Time: 12:20
This is an Online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender registration in the National e-GP system
Partal (hittp://www.eprocure gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents
from National e-GP Systemn Portal have to be deposited online through any registered Bank's
branches, Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system Poral and
from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure, gov.bd),
; ’ 2P " (Signed)

Md, Golam Sarowar
General Manager (Admin & Procurement)
Bangladesh Satellite Company Limited.
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Bird poaching
wanes in Sherpur

Local group, forest dept efforts curb illegal hunting

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Bird poaching in Sherpur has
declined sharply over the past
several years, forest officials and local
conservationists said, citing sustained
monitoring, awareness campaigns
and enforcement drives across key
habitats in the district.

The decline is being attributed
to efforts by the Sherpur Bird
Conservation Society (SBCS),
with assistance from the Forest
Department. Since its formation
in 2018, the volunteer-based
organisation has carried out patrols,
rescues and community outreach.

Over the past eight years, SBCS
members have rescued more than
2,000 birds from poachers and
released them into forests with the
assistance of forest officials, the
organisation said.

The rescued birds include kite, fairy
kite, owl, falcon, teal, vulture, water
hen and Indian spotted eagle.

“Now, only a few poachersare found
hunting birds, especially migratory

species, in different areas of Sherpur,
but we are (rying our best (o0 stop
them through different activities,”
said Sujoy Malakar Joy, president of
SBCS.

Muhammad Abdullah Al
Amin, wildlife ranger of the
Wildlife Management and Nature
Conservation Division in Sherpur,
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said, “The activities of the Sherpur Bird
Conservation Society, with support
from the Forest Department, have
helped contain bird hunting sharply.”

Md Sumon Miah, range officer
of the Balijury Range in Sherpur’s
Sreebordi upazila, echoed him.

SBCS member Devdas Chanda
Babu said the group initially focused

ONn awareness campaigns among
locals, particularly those who
depended on bird hunting for their
livelihood.

Rafiq Mia, a former poacher from
Pakhuria village in Sherpur Sadar,
said he now works with SBCS and
earns a living by rearing ducks with
financial assistance from its members.

According to  SBCS founder
member Md Shahiduzzaman, about
361 bird species have been identified
in Sherpur, particularly in areas such
as Char Pankhimari, Bogadubi, Gazni,
Rangtia, Kurcha and Madhutila.

Formed with five members, SBCS
now has around 60 volunteers
engaged in monitoring bird habitats
and preventing poaching across the
district.

The organisation has also received
national recognition, including
the National Wildlife Conservation
Award 2025 and a Special Honorary
Award for Bird Conservation at a
bird fair organised at Jahangirnagar
University in 2023, according to
SBCS sources.

Fear in Teknaf
as blasts heard
across border

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Nine brick kilns fined
Tk 18 lakh in Sirajganj

A series of loud explosions was heard
from Myanmar across the Ukhiya-Teknaf
border in Cox’s Bazar on Saturday night,
triggering concern among local residents.

Several blasts occurred at intervals of
three to four minutes around 11:00pm,
according to people living along the
border.

Sirajul Mostafa, ward-2 councillor
of Whykong union in Teknaf, said the
explosions shook houses in the area. He
said at least three major blasts were heard
as Myanmar’s military resumed air attacks
on villages near Maungdaw.

Contacted, It Col Ashiqur Rahman,
commander of Border Guard Bangladesh
Teknaf Battalion-2, said the explosions
originated from the Myanmar side of the
border. He said the situation along the
Bangladesh side of the border remained
normal and that BGB members were on
alert.

Mohammad Kalam of Rohingya Camp-
26 in Teknalf, citing relatives and contacts
in Myanmar, said t(wo Myanmar fighter
jets carried out heavy bombardment
on Balibazar and Naitong villages near
Maungdaw.

Following the air strikes, the Arakan
Army instructed around 250 Rohingya
families to relocate, he said.

Many displaced families from the two
villages have taken shelter with relatives in
other areas, while some were attempting
to cross the border into Bangladesh, he
added.

The Arakan Army now controls 14
of the 17 towns in Myanmar’s Rakhine
state following intense clashes with the
Myanmar military in December last year.

The

2 lakh.

The Department of Environment
has fined nine brick Kkilns in
Sirajganj a total of Tk 18 lakh
for operating in violation of
environmental laws.
daylong
conducted in different locations
across the district on Saturday,
December 27, led by Masud Rana,
assistant commissioner
and executive magistrate, said
Tuhin Alam, assistant director of
Dok in Sirajganj.
During
Bricks was fined Tk 1 lakh, Bablu
Bricks Tk 1.60 lakh, Star Bricks
Tk 1.20 lakh, Nawab Bricks Tk
80,000, Shimu Orin Bricks Tk 3
lakh, Hero Bricks Tk 3 lakh, HS
Bricks Tk 2.50 lakh, RKB Bricks
Tk 3 lakh, and Talukdar Bricks Tk

drive

the drive,

was

(Land)

Munni

Police, fire service, and other
officials and employees were
present during the drive.

A chimney and raw bricks of
one brick kiln were demolished
while electricity connections of
all the other kilns were severed,
the DoE official said.
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Government of the People Republic of Bangladesh
Bangladesh Police

OfTice of the Superintendent of Police

16 Johnson Road, Dhaka-1100.

Memo No. 12490/E Date:28 December 2025
e-Tender Notice

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP system portal(www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of

goods as follows.

Tender ID Package Name OnlineTender Online Tender | Method

NO. Notice Publication | Closing Date & of
Date & Time Time Tender

1203499 | Polao Rice 28 December 2025 | 08 January 2026 | OTM
12.00 12.00

1203500 | Porter Works (Rationcommodities | 28 December 2025 | 08 January 2026 | OTM

Loading & unloading) 12.00 12.00
1203501 Transport(Sugar Transport from all | 28 December 2025 | 08 January 2026 | OTM
mills & General) 12.00 12.00

1203502 | Fire Wood 28 December 2025 | 08 January 2026 | OTM
12.00 12.00

1203503 | Wheat Crushing 28 December 2025 | 08 January 2026 | OTM
12.00 12.00

1203504 Edible Oil(soybean) 28 December 2025 | 08 January 2026 | OTM
12.00 12.00

1203505 | Masor Dal(Lentil) 28 December 2025 | 08 January 2026 | OTM
12.00 12.00

offline/hard copies will be accepted.

GP help desk(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd)

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no

To submit e-Tender registration in the National e-GP portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for last downloading the e-Tender Document from the National e-GP system portal have
to be deposited online through any registered bank branches up to date & time.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system pe+

Supe

alld ﬁ'om (=

rintegdent of Police, Dhaka.




CITY

DHAKA MONDAY DECEMBER 29, 2025

POUSH 14, 1432 BS

The Baily Star

NEWS

FORMER AIRBASE IN BELARUS
Russia likely placing
new hypersonic

missiles: researchers

REUTERS, Washington

Moscow is likely

stationing new nuclear-capable

hypersonic ballistic missiles at a former airbase in eastern
Belarus, a development that could bolster Russia’s ability
to deliver missiles across Europe, two US researchers have
found by studying satellite imagery.

The researchers’ assessment broadly aligns with US
intelligence findings, said a person familiar with the
matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share
information not authorized for public release.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has made clear his
intention to place intermediate-range Oreshnik missiles,
with an estimated range of up to 3,400 miles (5,500 km),
in Belarus, but the exact location has not been previously

reported.

Deployment of the Oreshnik would underscore the
Kremlin’s growing reliance on the threat of nuclear
weapons as it seeks to deter Nato members from supplying
Kyiv with weapons that can strike deep inside Russia,

some experts said.
The Russian Embassy

in Washington did not

immediately respond to a request for comment.

The Belarus Embassy declined to comment. The state-
run Belta news agency quoted Defense Minister Viktor
Khrenin on Wednesday as saying that the Oreshnik’s
deployment would not alter the balance of power in

Europe and was “our response” to the West’s

actions.”

I

aggressive

The White House did not immediately respond to a
request for comment and the CIA declined to comment.

The Belarus Embassy declined to comment.

The state-run Belta news agency quoted Defense
Minister Viktor Khrenin on Wednesday as saying that
the Oreshnik’s deployment would not alter the balance
of power in Europe and was “our response” to the West’s

“aggressive actions.”

The White House did not immediately respond to a
request for comment and the CIA declined to comment.

AT [Ty
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A worker attends to a US Air Force MQ-9 Reaper aircraft on the tarmac at Rafael
Hernandez Airport in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, on Saturday, amid tensions between
President Donald Trump’s administration and Venezuelan President Nicolas

Maduro’s government.

PHOTO: AFP

Russia to pursue
Ukraine goals by lorce

Putin warns if Kyiv rejects peace

continue the war while Kyiv wanted

AGENCIES

all its goals by force.
Putin’s  remarks

Russian President Vladimir Putin said
Ukraine was in no hurry for peace and
if it did not want to resolve their conflict
peacefully, Moscow would accomplish

on
evening, carried by state news agency
TASS, followed a vast Russian drone and
missile attack that prompted Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy to say
Russia was demonstrating its wish to

peace.

Zelenskiy was set to meet US President
Donald Trump in Florida yesterday
afternoon to seek a resolution to the
war Putin launched nearly four years

ago with a full-scale invasion of Russia’s

Saturday

smaller neighbour.

The White House did not respond
to a request for comment on Putin’s
remarks, reports Reuters. Zelensky said
he would hold talks with European
leaders after meeting.

Charge sheet within 10 days

FROM PAGE 16

are working in close
coordination to uncover
the facts.

Requesting public
patience, he explained
that certain details are
being withheld to protect
the integrity of the probe
and to identify the actual
perpetrators and those
who provided them with
backing.

As of now, 11 persons
have been arrested in

connection with the
murder.
The arrestees include

the alleged mastermind
Faisal Karim  Masud’s
father, Humayun Kabir;
his mother Hasi Begum;
wife  Shaheda Parvin
Samia; brother-in-law
Wahid Ahmed Shipu; and
alleged girlfriend Maria
Akter Lima. Other suspects
in custody are Md Kabir,
Nuruzzaman Nomani alias
Ujjal, Sibion Dio, Sanjoy
Chisim, Aminul Islam Raju,
and Abdul Hannan.
Among the arrestees,
six have reportedly given
confessional  statements
under section 164 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure, while four
witnesses have also
recorded statements under
the same provision.
Investigators have
seized significant evidence,

including two foreign
made pistols, 52 bullets,
magazines, a knife, and
the motorcycle used in the
killing, which was fitted
with a fake number plate.

They also recovered
shell casings, video, and
CCTV footage, and signed
cheques worth Tk 218 crore
linked to approximately 53
bank accounts.

The home adviser also
announced that a decision
has been made to transfer
the case to a speedy trial
tribunal. “I want to assure
you that the trial in the
Hadi murder case will
be completed within the
tenure of the current
interim government.”

At a separate press
briefing at the DMP Media
Centre  yesterday, SN
Nazrul Islam, additional
commissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, said
the charge sheet would be
submitted within seven to
10 days.

He added that the key
suspects, Faisal Karim
Masud and Alamgir Sheikh,
fled to the Indian state of
Meghalaya with help from
local associates.

According to police, the
murder was premeditated.

Detailing their escape
route, the official said
the duo travelled by a
CNG-run  auto-rickshaw

to Aminbazar, moved to
Kalampur, and then headed
towards the Mymensingh
border. They were allegedly
assisted by individuals
identified as Philip and
Sanjoy, who involved in
illegal border crossings.
Philip reportedly escorted
them to Tura in Meghalaya
and handed them over to
an Indian national named
Purti, before they fled
in a vehicle driven by an
individual named Sami.
Nazrul added that police

have received informal
reports suggesting that
Purti and Sami have

been detained by Indian
authorities.

He said the Bangladesh
government is  actively
working through formal
and informal channels
to ensure the arrest and
extradition of the fugitives.

At the briefing,
Shafiqul Islam, additional
commissioner of Detective
Branch of police, said many
of the masterminds behind
the Kkilling have been
identified.

Declining to name all
suspects for the sake of
probe, he opined that
evidence gathered so far
strongly  suggests  the
killing was a “political
murder”.

On December 12, Ingilab
Moncho spokesperson

Hadi, an aspirant for
Dhaka-8, was shot while
campaigning in the
capital's  Paltan  area.
He died at a hospital in
Singapore on December 18.

However, India’s
Meghalaya Police and the
Border Security Force (BSF)
have rejected the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police’s
(DMP) claims, describing
them as “untruthful” and
“completely false.”

According to a report
by the Hindustan Times,
a senior Meghalaya police
official said neither
Purti nor Sami has been
identified, traced, or
arrested anywhere in the
state. The official added
that no formal or informal
communication has been
received from Bangladesh
police and that none of the
accused named were found
in the Garo Hills.

Echoing the police
position, BSF (Meghalaya
Frontier) Inspector General
OP Upadhayay said there is
no evidence of the suspects
crossing the international

border through the
Haluaghat sector.
Calling the claims

baseless and misleading, he
said no such incident was
detected or reported by the
BSF, which operates strictly
on verified intelligence and
established protocols.

Inresponse to the denial,
the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police issued a fresh press
release last night clarifying
its position.

The DMP said its
information about
the suspects fleeing to
India was based on the
confessional statements of
individuals already arrested

in Bangladesh.
“We  have  arrested
several individuals who

assisted Faisal Karim and
Alamgir Sheikh in crossing
the border. Based on their
confessional  statements,
we confirmed that the
perpetrators crossed the
border,” the release said.

Police also clarified that
their remarks regarding
the detention of two
individuals in India were
based on information from
multiple sources in border
areas.

“Multiple sources
informed us that Meghalaya
authorities detained two
individuals who helped the
criminals enter India and
find shelter there. Based on
this information, we shared

the news,” the release
added.
The DMP expressed

confidence that the Indian
government would fully
cooperate in arresting and
extraditing the suspects to
Bangladesh.

A new year without full set of books for many

FROM PAGE 16

Seeking anonymity, one
of the officials said the
problem resulted from a
combination of factors,
including retender and
delays in approvals from
the education ministry and
procurement bodies.

“In August, the Advisory
Council Committee on
Government Purchase
cancelled the tenders for
printing textbooks of Class
6,7and 8. We then had to go
for retender in September,
which pushed the entire
printing schedule back,”
said the official.

Contacted, Md Motiur
Rahman Khan Pathan,
distribution controller
of the NCTB, said that all
students of Class 6 and 9
will receive their full set of
textbooks on January 1.

“But it is not possible to
provide students of Class 7
and 8 with textbooks for all
subjects right now.” They
will receive between five
and eight books each on
January 1.

Motiur further said that
if printing operations run
smoothly, it will be possible
to deliver the rest of the
books by January.

However, all 8.59 crore
copies of textbooks for
around two crore pre-
primary and  primary
students have already been
dispatched to schools
across the country.

When asked, NCTB
Chairman Md Mahbubul
Hoque Patwary said,
“We are confident about
distributing all the
textbooks by January.”

In reply to a query, he
said that some printing
companies were given time
until January 22 mainly
due to the retender. “So,
we may have to wait until
then.”

He said that students of
Class 7 and 8 will receive
around 50 percent of their
textbooks on January 1, but
they may have to wait until
mid-January to get the
remaining books.

“All primary-level
students will receive their
full set of textbooks on the
first day of the academic
year,” the chairman said.

NCTB records show that
such delays are not new. For
several consecutive years,
the government has failed
to distribute textbooks
among students on time.

For instance, textbooks
reached some districts
as late as April in the
current academic year.
The authorities advised
teachers and students
to download the books
in Portable Document
Format (PDF) versions
from the NCTB website
o continue classes,
drawing criticism from
stakeholders.

The government is set
to distribute more than
30 crore new textbooks
free of cost to primary
and secondary students
this year, continuing a
programme that has been
in place since 2010.
REASONS BEHIND THE
DELAY
NCTB officials said that
based on last year’s
experience, they had set
a target to complete the
printing of textbooks by
November.

But the cancellation
of tenders in August,
along with administrative
and logistical problems,
hampered the printing
process for secondary-
level textbooks, said an
NCTB official, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The official, however,
could not say why the
tenders were cancelled.

Printing presses usually
get a month to sign
contracts with NCTB after
receiving purchase orders,
and another two months to
print books.

“A retender was opened
in September, and the
signing of  contracts
between NCTB and all
the printing presses was
completed in the first week
of this month.”

Apart from this, the
other contributing factors
include a lack of adequate
manpower at the NCTB,
the absence of a full-
time chairman for several
months, and a lack of
coordination between
NCTB and printing presses,
said the official.

WHAT PRINTERS SAY

Workload imbalance,
weak monitoring by the
authorities and unresolved

paper-related problems
severely undermined
the timely printing of

secondary-level textbooks,
said owners of several
presses tasked with
printing books.

Nearly 80 percent of

the total workload has
been concentrated among
a small group of around
20 printing presses, said
one of the printing press
owners.

The press owner said
that some printing presses
that signed contracts with
NCTB on December 4 were
given 50 days to complete
printing, meaning their
deadlines will go beyond
January 20.

Tofayel Khan, former
president of Bangladesh
Printing Industries
Association, said  that
several teams from the
NCTB and the education
ministry recently found
substandard textbooks
during inspections  of
printing presses.

“These books are being
discarded, which means
there will be further delays,”
he said.

It may not be possible
for the NCTB to distribute
all the textbooks before
mid-February unless
daily printing output is
closely monitored and
the presses with excessive
workloads are kept under
strict ~ supervision, he
added.

Parties scramble to finalise

FROM PAGE 1

Mollik  also  confirmed
that BNP acting chairman
Tarique Rahman’s name had
been included in the voter
list, making him eligible to
contest the general election,
as candidates must be
registered voters.

According to the election
schedule, nomination
papers must be submitted by
December 29.

Returning officers will
scrutinise the papers from
December 30 to January
4, while appeals against
their decisions can be filed
between January 5 and 9.

The EC will dispose of
appeals from January 10
to 18. January 20 is the
final date for withdrawal of
candidature, and the final
list of candidates will be
published on January 21.

Symbols will be allocated
the following day, formally
opening the campaign,
which will run until 7:30am
on February 10.

PARTIES RACE TO
FINALISE CANDIDATES
Until last evening, no

major political party had
finalised candidates for all
300 constituencies, though
preparations were nearing
completion.

BNP sources said the party
has finalised candidates for
272 seats, while 15 seats have
been shared with partners
that joined the simultaneous
movement during the Awami
League regime. Leaders of
four alliance parties have
dissolved  their  parties
and joined BNP, while the
secretary generals of two
more parties have also
defected to the party. All
six will contest the election
using the BNP symbol, while
other alliance partners will
use their own symbols.

Asked about candidate
changes and seat-sharing
negotiations, BNP Standing
Committee Member Nazrul

Islam Khan said, “Many
things have been done
through discussions with

alliance partners. There is
still time.”

Party (NCP) and the Liberal
Democratic  Party  (LDP),
led by Col (retd) Oli Ahmed,
joined the Jamaat-e-Islami
led eight-party alliance
yesterday, Jamaat Ameer
Shafiqur Rahman said.

He said the alliance
has almost completed its
nomination list for all 300
constituencies through
discussions, though party-
wise allocations were not
disclosed.

NCP had earlier
finalised candidates for 123
constituencies, while Jamaat
had unofficial aspirants in all
300 seats.

The has
reportedly reached
agreement on seat-sharing
for around 260 to 265
constituencies.

Discussions indicate that
NCP is secking 30 secats,
Islami Andolan Bangladesh
may get 35 seats, Bangladesh
Khelafat Majlis no more than
13 to 14 seats, while Jamaat is
expected to retain 180 to 185
seats.

The Jatiya Party faction
led by GM Quader plans
(o submit nominations for
around 250 seats, its Office
Secretary  Mahmud Alam
said.

Leaders of the National
Democratic Alliance, led by
a faction of the Jatiya Party,
have submitted nominations
in about 150 constituencies,
according to NDA Secretary

alliance

General Ruhul Amin
Hawlader.
Communist  Party of

Bangladesh President Kazi
Sazzad Zahir Chandan and
Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal  General Secretary
Bazlur Rashid Firoz said
around 200 candidates
will contest under the
Ganatantrik Jukto Front, a
coalition of nine parties.

CPB  will field 80
candidates, while
Samajtantrik Dal will
nominate 54. Gano

Samhati Andolan Executive
Coordinator Abul Hasan
Rubel said his party will
nominate 26 candidates,
while the Revolutionary

10.

Around 100 aspirants
from Gono Odhikar Parishad
have collected nomination
papers so far, said its Higher
Council Member Abu Hanif.
Gano Samhati Andolan and
the Revolutionary Workers
Party are each sharing one
seat with BNP.

EC URGES SECURITY

The EC’s letter to the home
ministry  outlined  steps
to ensure the peaceful
conduct of the election
and referendum, including
recovering illegal arms,
maintaining communal
harmony, ensuring minority
safety, planning law-
enforcement  deployment,
controlling illegal entrants,
securing  postal  ballots,
preventing misinformation,
and  ensuring  security
and clearance for foreign
observers and journalists.

The commission
also  requested  security
arrangements for the
transportation, storage,
and distribution of election
materials, as well as
protection for returning
officers’ offices and all
election-related field offices.

Yesterday evening,

responding to a BNP
demand, the EC decided
that submission of the latest
year’s income tax returns
of candidates’ wives and
dependents with nomination
papers would be optional.
Earlier in the day, a BNP
delegation led by Nazrul

Islam Khan met Chief
Election Commissioner
AMM Nasir Uddin.

Nazrul said, “The issue is
small but important. There is
a provision that information
on children’s income tax
must also be provided at
the time of submitting
nomination papers. This is
creating problems for many.
Many candidates’ children
are not income earners,
many live abroad, or they file
their own taxes separately.”

The BNP also urged the
EC to take a tougher stance
against misinformation
and defamatory content on

The National Citizen  Workers Party will nominate  social media.
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A displaced Palestinian woman heats a pot as children look on outside her tent home in Gaza City yesterday, as the region faces rain and
cold winter conditions. The majority of Gaza’s 2.4 million people have been displaced—often multiple times—nby the Israeli offensive that

began on October 7, 2023.

‘Unfair electiony’

Young voters say they stayed away from Myanmar polls

AFP, Yangon

The droves of young people
who queued to cast ballots in &
past elections in Myanmar were @
conspicuous by their absence from
polls,
with older voters dominating the

yesterday’s  military-run

turnout.

Legions have left the
since
military seized power five years
men of
conscription age -- up to 35
— or youngsters seeking better
livelihoods away from Myanmar’s

ravaged  country

ago, including many

moribund economy.

And even those still in the
particularly
eager to take partin the vote, which
international rights campaigners

country were not

have dismissed as a sham.

“Most of the people who go to

.

war-
the

security reasons.

shopping baskets.

%0 §

vote are elderly,” said one man in
his 20s in the Mandalay area, who
asked to remain anonymous for

“I don’t think anyone wants (o
get involved in this chaos,” he told
AFP. “People probably don’t believe
in the fairness of this election.”

At a polling station near the
gilded Sule Pagoda in downtown
Yangon, the voters were primarily
senior citizens, mothers carrying
children and housewives with

Out of some 1,400 people listed
as registered at the site, fewer than
500 had cast their ballots with less
than two hours until polls closed.

In the last elections in 2020,
turnout rate was around 70
percent. Sein Yee, a retired rural
school teacher, said that “voting is
a duty for all citizens.”

Myanmar was plunged into civil
war by the military’s 2021 coup,
and it instituted conscription two
years ago (o bolster its ranks as it
battles guerrillas as well as ethnic
minority armies that have long
held sway in the country’s fringes.

“I think this is an unfair election
that is being held against people’s
wishes,” said 35-year-old Kyaw
Min Thein in the western state
of Rakhine, which is controlled
almost entirely by an ethnic
minority army.

Six on remand

FROM PAGE 16
A Dhaka court yesterday
placed Shahin, Aminur, and
Shafiar on seven-day remand
each, while Asiya, Yasmin,
and Asma were placed on
three-day remand each.
According to the police
forwarding letter submitted
to the court by the case
investigating  officer  SI
Jahurul Islam, the suspects
are supporters of the banned
militant  outfit  Jagrata

Ahsan Ullah, alias Hasan,
from the Signboard area of
Narayanganj on Saturday, he
added.
‘THEY PLAN SABOTAGFE’
The police forwarding
letter said that Al Amin and
Shahin have been arrested
multiple times for their
involvement in militant
and terrorist activities.

The letter quoted the
arrestees as saying that Al
Amin and his associates

Muslim Janata Bangladesh  plotted sabotage and
(JMJB). terrorist acts across the
According to the case country. They allegedly
statement, the accused, Supplied weapons and
acting together, attempted  explosives to various
to disrupt public safety, (errorist groups, supported
spread fear among the (hem, and incited violence.

public, damage lives and
property, promote religious
extremism, and plan acts
of  sabotage, including
explosions.

According to the first

“The suspects planned o
use the explosives recovered
from the scene to carry out
simultaneous attacks on
several temples in Dhaka and
other areas,” the letter said.

information  report  (FIR), They also intended (o
police  recovered  394.5 threaten law enforcement
litres of llqu1d chemical agencies and conduct

substances, 27 kilogrammes
of powder-type materials,
two shotgun cartridges,
500 grams of iron balls and
wire cutters, five electric
bomb-like  devices, two
bombs, a drill machine, a
money-counting machine, a
pair of handcuffs, 17 books

isolated acts of sabotage to
disrupt public safety.

The suspects aimed to
create negative perceptions
of the country’s democratic
system, recruit  devout
religious individuals, and
encourage jihadist activities
o establish an extremist

PHOTO: AFP described as Islamic jihadi  Jslamic regime, the letter

literature, a motorcycle, and  3dded.
various other equipment. Police said the accused
WEST BANK RAID Talking  to  reporters gought to  undermine
vesterday about the incident, npational unity, integrity,
ISI'ael SealS Off Home Adviser Jahangir security, and sovereignty,
L Alam Chowdhury said law  threatening public safety
PaleStlIllan enforcers recovered five 0 and causing harm to lives

. six crude bombs, 12 drums  and property.

Vlllage of  hydrogen  peroxide, Meanwhile, no  lawyer
and seven drums of other represe e g
AFP, Qabativah represented five of the six

Israeli forces imposed a
lockdown on a Palestinian
village in the occupied West
Bank on Saturday, their
second day of operations
there after a local resident
“killed two people in Israel”.

“The IDF (Israeli army) is
operating forcefully against
terror hubs in the village of
Qabatiya... accompanied by
a lockdown and a complete
cordon around the locality,”
Defence Minister Israel Katz

chemicals from the spot.
In this connection, Rab
arrested Al Amin’s associate,

arrestees before the court, except
Asma, court sources said.

Weak turnout seen

FROM PAGE 16

But the United Nations, some
Western countries and human
rights groups have said the vote
isnot free, fair or credible, given
that anti-junta political parties

are out of the running and it is
illegal to criticise the polls.
Nobel Peace Prize winner
Aung San Suu Kyi, deposed
by the military months
after her National League

Brigitte Bardot

said on Saturday evening. ERIO M PAGEI6 d
“We  will continue The 'Brlglttc Bardot
Foundation announces
to pursue an with immense sadness the

uncompromising offensive
policy against Palestinian
terror,” he added.

death of its founder and
president, Madame Brigitte
Bardot, a world-renowned

actor and singer, who chose
to abandon her prestigious
career to dedicate her life
and energy to animal welfare
and her foundation,” it said
in a statement sent to AFP.
The cause of death was not

Al Amin’s wife, Asiya, told
the court that he had told her
he left the path of extremism
and started driving an auto-
rickshaw for some days. But
later, she came to know that
Al Amin again got involved
in illegal activities.

When she protested,
Al Amin tortured her, and
she could not leave the
family because of her three
children, she said, claiming
she was not involved in any
such activities.

Police said Al Amin faces
seven cases with different
police stations.

“He was arrested twice, in
2017 and 2020, and was also
injail. He was released on bail
in 2023 and drove an auto-
rickshaw for some time.
Currently, he is working
as an Uber driver,” Dhaka
District Superintendent of
Police Mizanur Rahman said
on Saturday.

In 2017, Rab arrested
three suspects, including
Al Amin, for their alleged
connection to Jama’atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB).

Besides, Shahin  was
accused in a case filed
in 2019 under the Ant
Terrorism Act with Gulshan
Police Station, police said.

According to  police,
Al Amin, a resident of
Bagerhat’s Mollahat upazila,
ran the madrasa, with about
25-30 students, in two
rooms of a flat on the ground
floor of the building. Of the
remaining (wo rooms, one
was used as a living room,
while he lived in the other
with his family. Asiya’s elder
brother, Harun Or Rashid,
alias Mufti Harun, rented
the flat in 2022, police said.

for Democracy won the
last general election by a
landslide in 2020, remains
in detention, and the party
she led to power has been
dissolved.

given. But Bardot was briefly
hospitalised in  October
for what her office called a
“minor” procedure. Bardot
at the time had lambasted
“idiot” internet users for
speculation that she had died.

Dense fog
hampers river

FROM PAGE 16

“Movement of all types
of  vessels, including
passenger launches, has
been suspended from
6:00pm [on Sunday| until
further notice due to dense
fog,” said BIWTA Traffic
Inspector Md Solaiman.
In Cumilla’s
Chauddagram, (wWo
people were Kkilled in a
road accident due to poor
visibility amid dense fog
around 2:00am yesterday.

In Chandpur, a
passenger launch, MV
Maharaj-7, was damaged
after colliding with a
cargo vessel amid dense
fog on the Padma River at
Amirabad under Matlab
North wupazila yesterday.
BIWTA Traffic Inspector
Akhtar Hossain of the Naval
Safety Department said
parts of the launch’s railing
and floor on the second
deck were damaged.

He said a directive is in
place to suspend all vessel
movement when visibility
drops below 100 metres.
Chandpur River Police
Officer-in-Charge Igbal
Hossain said that despite
restrictions, some launches
continue operating during
dense fog, increasing the
risk of accidents.

Ferry services on the
Aricha-Kazirhat and
Paturia-Daulatdia  routes
remained suspended for
around nine hours and
four hours respectively due
to dense fog from Saturday

night untdl  yesterday
morning,  said Salam
Hossain, deputy general

manager of the Aricha
Regional Office of the
Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Corporation.
[Our correspondents from
Barishal, Cumilla and
Manikganj contributed to
the report]

Dhaka rejects Delhi’s remarks

FROM PAGE 16

cannot be brushed aside as
mere media exaggerations
or dismissed as political
violence.”

In response to Jaiswal’s
remarks, SM  Mahbubul
Alam, spokesperson  of
Bangladesh’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA), said,
“Bangladesh  categorically
rejects  any  inaccurate,
exaggerated, or motivated
narratives that misrepresent
the country’s longstanding

tradition of communal
harmony.”

While briefing reporters
yesterday afternoon,

Mahbubul stated that the MEA
spokesperson’s comments do
not reflect facts.

“With much regret, we
note systematic attempts
to portray isolated criminal
acts as persecution of
Hindus and to maliciously
use them to propagate anti-
Bangladesh sentiments in
different parts of India.”

He added that there is

Inqilab Moncho vows

FROM PAGE 16

perpetrators could have
been arrested on the day of
the shooting,” said Naim
Islam, a central member of
Ingilab Moncho.

“The government must
disclose who is pressuring
whom. They claim arrests
have been made, but the real
killers must be caught.”

Demandingjustice for Hadli,
the spokesperson for Ingilab
Moncho, leaders and activists
of the platform and allied
groups also blocked major
highways and intersections in
Chattogram, Rajshahi, Sylhet,

Gazipur, Barishal, Cumilla,
and Khulna.

In Chattogram, traffic
at  the Notun  bridge

intersection under Bakalia
Police Station came to a
standstill from 2:00pm as
protesters occupied the road.
The blockade crippled
movement through one of the
city’smost vital transport hubs
linking south Chattogram,
Cox’s Bazar, and Bandarban.
Calling Hadi a pro-

a sclective and unfair bias
in certain quarters, where
isolated incidents are
amplified, misrepresented,and
propagated to incite ordinary
Indians against Bangladesh,
its diplomatic missions, and
other establishments in India.

Mahbubul noted that one
of the individuals cited by
the MEA spokesperson was a
listed criminal whose death
occurred while committing
extortion with a Muslim
accomplice, who was later
arrested.

“To portray this criminal
act through the lens of
minority treatment is not
factual but misleading.”

Mahbubul, also director
general of MoFA’s Public
Diplomacy Wing, added that
Bangladesh has called upon
different quarters in India
to refrain from spreading
misleading narratives that
undermine the spirit of
good-neighbourly relations
and mutual trust.

Responding to a

Bangladeshi politician,
Kohinur Akhter, joint
member secretary of the
Chattogram city unit of Up
Bangladesh, said, “He was
shot dead in broad daylight,
yet the government has
failed to arrest the Killers.
We have taken to the streets
to press home our demand

for justice.”

Police said they
were  negotiating  with
demonstrators to ease public
sufferings.

Similar demonstrations
were held in Rajshahi,

where activists blocked the
Rajshahi-Dhaka highway at
Talaimari intersection from
2:30pm.

In  Gazipur, students
rallied at Chandana
intersection on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway,
halting traffic on one lane.

Gazipur Traffic Police
Inspector Tariqul Islam, who
was on duty at Chandana
intersection, told The
Daily Star, “The protesters
completely blocked traffic

question, he said Dhaka
is deeply concerned over
incidents of brutal killings,
mob violence, obstruction
of elections, and disruption
of religious events targeting
Muslims, Christians, and
other minority communities
in India.

Last week, incidents of
violence against Christians
were reported across
India during Christmas
celebrations.

“These incidents are
viewed as hate crimes and
targeted violence. We expect
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Cumilla-6, said, “Hadi had
become a symbol of the July
movement. The Kkillers of
Hadi must be identified and
brought to justice. If Hadi’s
murder is not tried before
the election, we will launch
a movement. The Yunus
government has failed. If
justice is not delivered, we
will be prepared for another
movement like that of July.”
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State firms’

classified loans

doubled in FY25

BJMC accounted for 88%

of all classified loans

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Spinners blame India

for dumping varn as

imports surge 137%

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Clasglﬁed loans of state-run firms more than doubled in
fiscal year 2024-25 (FY25), with the Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) accounting for nearly 88 percent of

the total amount.

According to the Bangladesh Economic Review,
classified loans of state-run firms rose to Tk 429 crore at
the end of FY25, up from Tk 199 crore a year earlier. Of
that amount, BJMC alone held Tk 377 crore, equivalent to
87.88 percent of the total, up sharply from Tk 131 crore in

the previous fiscal year.

The surge highlights the continued non-performance
of BJMC, even after the government shut down 25 state-
owned jute mills in 2020, citing persistent losses, high
production costs and inefficiencies.

In April 2021, BJMC, which manages all government-
owned jute factories and industries in Bangladesh, invited
private investors to lease out 17 mills for periods ranging
from five to 20 years in an effort to reduce fiscal pressure.

More than a dozen mills have since been handed over
to private operators under lease agreements. However,
the remaining operational mills continue to incur losses, at

keeping BIMC'’s loan classification under stress.

Among other state-run enterprises,
Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC) had the
second-highest classified loans, unchanged at Tk 21 crore

during the year, the data showed.

At the end of June 2025, the outstanding debt of state-
run enterprises rose by more than 33 percent year-on-

year to Tk 63,357 crore.

BADC, which supplies agricultural inputs such as
seeds and fertilisers, remained the largest debtor, with its
outstanding debt increasing by around 30 percent to Tk

18,059 crore.

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) -- responsible
for importing, distributing, and marketing petroleum
products -- emerged as the second-largest debtor. During
FY25, its outstanding debt surged to Tk 9,579 crore from

just Tk 175 crore a year earlier.

Outstanding debt at the Trading Corporation of
Bangladesh (TCB) rose by 76 percent to Tk 7,339 crore.
Loans to the Bangladesh Power Development Board --
responsible for planning, developing, and operating the

Bangladesh

Local spinning mills are left
with Tk 12,000 crore of unsold
stock as cheap yarn from India
floods the market, according
to the Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA).

BTMA leaders say yarn imports
from the neighbouring country
rose 137 percent during the
April-October period this year, as
Indian traders are dumping it in
Bangladesh at more than $0.30
per kilogramme below domestic
prices.

As a result, nearly 50 local
spinning mills have closed in
recent years after failing to survive
the competition, said BTMA
President Showkat Aziz Russell.
Speaking at a press conference

Gulshan Club in Dhaka
yesterday, he added that one of his
own mills has shut down, while
another is struggling to stay afloat.

“These mills had an investment
of Tk 500-Tk 700 crore each, and
it is difficult to start them anew,”
he said.

The BTMA president said
Bangladesh should reduce its
dependence on Indian yarn. In
the past, India stopped cotton
exports to Bangladesh without
any prior notice, causing severe
losses for local spinners.

“If Bangladesh depends heavily
on Indian yarn, they may stop
supplying it suddenly, putting our
garment sector in trouble,” he said.

In April this year, Bangladesh
imposed a ban on importing yarn
from India through land ports

LOCAL SPINNERS

Siton Tk | Compete Struggle | Saw 50
12,000cr | withS25per | withraw | mills shut
unsold kg Indian yarn | material inrecent
stock | with$3rate | shortages | years

YARN IMPORTED FROM INDIA

$2bin | $950m in Apr-Oct |
FY25 2025

IMPORT OVERRELIANCE

Threatens $23b investment in primary textile sector
Poses risks to entire local apparel industry

promote domestic production.
But the restriction does not cover
imports through sea routes.

At the press conference, millers
said they do not want a complete
ban on Indian yarn. Rather,
they advocated for reducing the
bilateral trade gap, which now
heavily favours New Delhi.

Besides, they called for import
bans on certain yarn types
abundantly produced domestically.

In his speech, Russell said the
Indian economy is protective
in nature. He said that once his
company exported Royal Crown
Cola to Kolkata, but the Indian
government raised tariffs on the
product within 15 days, affecting
the business.

According to him, the total
investment in the garment and
primary textile sectors is more
than $75 billion, including $23
billion in the primary textile
sector. Combined, the two sectors

yarn types | yarn

included facilitating warehousing
for cotton merchants to allow
stockpiling of US cotton for use
in local mills, as promised by
Dhaka during reciprocal tariff
negotiations.

At the programme, other
millers said they cannot compete
with cheap Indian yarn, currently
priced at $2.50 per kilogramme,
while local mills must sell at $3 per
kilogramme due to shortages of raw
materials such as cotton.

They called for at least 10
percent cash incentives for
garment exports that use locally
spun yarn, an increase in the
Export  Development  Fund
(EDF) at lower interest rates, and
reduced bank lending rates.

Former BTMA director
Razeeb Haider described the
influx as an act of “economic

aggression”, designed to “pressure”
Bangladesh’s  primary  textile
sector. “Because of low prices,

137% year-on- MILLERS DEMAND

year growth

Restricting | 10% cash | Expanding EDF, lowering bank
importsof | support for | interest, providing loan grace
selected garments | periods

Indian using local

Facilitating US cotton stockpiling

local yarn, severely affecting the
spinning sector,” he said.

Haider, managing director of
Outpace Spinning Ltd, said that
in fiscal year 2025-26, $2.0 billion
worth of yarn was imported
from India, with local mills using
1,600 tonnes daily. From April to
October 2025, imports reached
$950 million, a 137 percent
increase year-on-year.

Bangladesh has become the
largest destination for Indian yarn
exports, receiving 44 percent of
the total, while Cambodia ranks
second at 21 percent, he added.

Former BTMA president A
Matin Chowdhury said India
provides incentives at multiple
stages, from cotton growers to
factories and exporters, making
Indian yarn highly competitive.

Another former BTMA
president, Mohammad Ali
Khokon, said that Indian control
of Bangladesh’s backward linkage

nation’s power infrastructure -- climbed to Tk 5,243 crore

from Tk 1,187 crore.

Return filing
deadline
extended till
Jan 31

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The deadline for individual
taxpayers to file income tax
returns has been extended
by another month, pushing
the new cut-off date to
January 31.

In an office order issued
yesterday, the National
Board of Revenue (NBR)
said it will accept returns
for the tax year 2025-26
until January 31, citing
“public interest” as the
reason for the extension.

The original deadline
was November 30 this year.
The revenue authority
had earlier extended it to
December 31, continuing a
familiar pattern.

In previous years too,
the November deadline
was often pushed back by a
month.

Currently, there
are around 125 crore
holders of taxpayer
identification numbers

(TIN) in Bangladesh. As
of vyesterday afternoon,
29.20 lakh taxpayers had
submitted their returns
for the ongoing tax year,
according to the revenue
board.

For the current tax
year, filing income tax
returns online has been
made mandatory. The
online filing requirement,
however, has been relaxed
for several categories of
taxpayers.

These include people
aged 65 and above, persons
with disabilities or special
needs, Bangladeshis
living abroad, legal
representatives submitting
returns  for  deceased
taxpayers, and foreign
nationals  working in
Bangladesh.

Members  of  these
groups may still choose to
file online if they wish.

Last year, after multiple
deadline extensions,
February 15 was set as the
final date for individual
taxpayers. Returns can still
be filed after the deadline
by paying a penalty.

to protect local textile producers
from cheaper Indian yarn and His

contribute $40 billion in exports.
recommendations

international clothing brands are
also choosing Indian yarn over

industries  could  eventually
extend to the garment sector.

A year without job security

Layofls outpaced hiring, while employment shifted toward low-quality informal activity

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

Bangladesh is ending 2025 with little
sign of recovery in its job market, as
factory closures, mass layofls, weak
private  investment and  sluggish
economic growth combined to deepen
employment stress across both the
formal and informal sectors.

Joblessness has been a persistent
problem for years and helped shape
the mass uprising in August 2024 that
led to the ouster of the Awami League-
led government. A year and a half after
that political changeover, employment

THE .| REWIND

indicators suggest expectations of a
rebound have not been realised.

While full-year data are yet to be
available, an internal government survey
shows that nearly 245 factories shut
down between August 2024 and July
2025, affecting around 100,000 workers.

During the same period, about
937 new factories began operations
across Dhaka, Narayanganj, Narsingdi,
Chattogram, Gazipur and Mymensingh,
indicating that some investment took
place despite the turbulence.

However, Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmmed,
executive director of the Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies (BILS), said
these were mostly small-scale ventures.

“These were not large investments.
Very few were large factories. What
increased was the number of smaller, less
significant units,” he said.

“There has been no meaningful
rebound,” he added.

Export-oriented industries were hit
hardest, along with their backward
and forward linkages, Ahmmed said,
citing the impact of the reciprocal tariff
imposed by the United States, financial
weakness and operational challenges.

As formal employment shrank, many
displaced workers drifted into informal
activities. “We are seeing a sharp rise in
battery-run rickshaws and motorcycle
ride-sharing drivers,” said Ahmmed,
who also headed the Labour Reform
Commission.

The year saw several large factory
shutdowns. In September, Nassa Group,
one of the country’s leading garment
manufacturers, permanently closed its 16
factories in Dhaka, Gazipur, Chattogram
and Cumilla after failing to sustain
operations amid severe financial and

operational crises following the ouster of
the Awami League government.

The closures laid off more than 12,500
workers in the ready-made garment
sector. The group’s Chairman, Nazrul
Islam Mazumder, who was close to the
previous government, is now behind
bars.

Beximco Group, another major
industrial employer, also continued to
shed jobs. In February, Beximco Limited
announced {resh layofls affecting nearly
8,000 workers across five manufacturing
units at its industrial park in Gazipur,
citing a lack of work orders.

This followed earlier layofls of nearly
40,000 workers across 15 apparel units
towards the end of 2024.

Similar to Nassa Group, Beximco
Group Vice-Chairman Salman F Rahman
is now in jail. Rahman was an influential

JOB MARKET 2025

and Nassa.

Nearly 33,000 workers at the Beximco
Industrial Park and Beximco Group
received payments, while 17,134 workers
from the Nassa Group were also paid.

BILS Executive Director Ahmmed
described  these interventions as
commendable but insufficient, arguing
that a coordinated strategy was needed
to prevent factory closures in the first
place.

Weak investment further constrained
job creation. Private sector credit growth
fell to a four-year low of 6.23 percent in
October 2025, down from 8.30 percent
a year earlier, according to Bangladesh
Bank data.

The slowdown reflected weak demand
for capital machinery, limited business
expansion and persistent operational
challenges.

Fewer new jobs, shrinking formal employment, and high graduate unemployment amid

slowing growth and fragile investor confidence

At a glance
245 factories shut down | Major layoffs:

(Aug 2024-Jul 2025) Beximco Group

(Around 48,000
100,000 workers workers since late
affected 2024)

Govt
intervention
Tk 704.45 crore disbursed

About 50,000 workers
at Beximco and Nassa
received dues

Interpol red notices pursued
against fleeing owners

Where jobs shifted .

Major 937 new Private sector
closures: | factories credit growth:
E‘GSSG (16 opened (Mostly 6.23%?Oct
fggfoﬁles) small, low- 2025, four-
scale units) year low)

Online job
market

Job postings (Jan-
Sep 2025): 60,312

Previous year:

55,372

Demand weak,
entry-lev el jobs
LA scarce

Rising informal work: Battery-powered rickshaws; motorcycle ride-sharing

adviser to the former prime minister and
was arrested after the fall of the Awami
League government.

In response to factory closures and
unpaid wages, the government adopted
a firmer stance than in the past. For the
first time, authorities initiated steps to
issue Interpol Red Notices against owners
who left the country without clearing
workers’ dues.

According to the Ministry of Labour
and Employment, interest-free loans
amounting to Tk 704.45 crore had been
disbursed from the central fund and the
Finance Division to clear outstanding
dues at 11 companies, including Beximco

Online job market data offered limited
relief.

Bdjobs.com reported that job postings
declined during the first half of 2025
before improving slightly after July and
August. In the first nine months of the
year, postings rose to 60,312 from 55,372
in the same period a year earlier.

“Overall, 2025 has been a difficult
year for job seekers,” said AKM Fahim
Mashroor, founder and chief executive
officer of Bdjobs.com.

“On the Bdjobs platform, we saw a
decline in job postings during the first
six months of the year. The situation
improved slightly after July and August,

but the job market remains largely
stagnant,” he said.

Mashroor said the biggest challenge
was for fresh graduates, as the number
of entry-level jobs remained far below the
number of graduates entering the labour
market each year.

Some job seekers said government
recruitment showed slight improvement.

“The number of government job
circulars was comparatively higher
in 2025, as the previous year was
marked by prolonged turbulence,” said
Abdul Mannan, a graduate student at
Jahangirnagar University.

The publication of recruitment notices
for several posts that had remained
vacant for a long time generated renewed
hope among job seekers, he said.

Yet competition remained intense.

“Almost every week, [ sit for
competitive job examsin Dhaka,” said Md
Ekramul Haque, a mathematics graduate
from Sirajganj Government College. “But
the competition is intense. Last week, I
sat for an office assistant exam under the
Ministry of Public Works, where there
were only 161 posts, but more than one
lakh candidates applied.”

“Although there were some signs of
recovery from the 2024 crisis early in
the year, the economy soon lost steam,”
Rizwanul Islam, former special adviser for
the employment sector at International
Labour Organization, said.

“Continued declines in real wages
created a double whammy for the poor
and low-income groups,” he said. “From
jobless growth, we have now moved to
a growthless and jobless economy. It
is effectively a two-year holiday for the
economy.”

MA Razzaque, chairman of the
Research and Policy Integration for
Development (RAPID), said, “Generating
employment has become a major
challenge because the economy slowed
significantly.”

Manufacturing growth in earlier
years failed to translate into meaningful
job creation, and now manufacturing
itself has weakened, leaving little scope
for expansion while employment in the
sector has declined, he said.

“There are two key problems: new
employment is not being created, and
existing employment is overwhelmingly
informal, dominated by low-productivity
activities. Graduate unemployment is
also very high.”

He said the next elected government
would need direct state intervention
in several areas to generate jobs in the
short term, stressing that the state must
become more effective.
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BB buys $3b
from banks so
farin FY26

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Greenback purchasesby the
Bangladesh Bank (BB) from
the local interbank market
have crossed the $3 billion
mark in the ongoing fiscal
year, reflecting continued
intervention by the central
bank to shore up foreign
exchange reserves.

In its latest round,
the central bank bought
$115 million from three
commercial ~ banks  at
an exchange rate of Tk
122.30 per dollar yesterday,
officials said.

The transaction will
be settled today, with the
cut-off rate also fixed at Tk
122.30.

With the latest purchase,
Bangladesh Bank’s total
dollar  acquisition in
December rose to $920.50
million.

Cumulatively, the
central bank has purchased
$3.05 billion so far in the
current fiscal year 2025-26,
according to Bangladesh
Bank data.

57,000
tonnes of US
wheat arrive

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh has received
nearly 57,000  tonnes
of  wheat from the
United States under a
second government-to-
government contract, the
food ministry said yesterday.

A ship, MV FLyita,
arrived at Chattogram port
carrying 56,920 tonnes of
wheat, marking the first
consignment of 220,000
tonnes to be imported
under this deal.

Earlier, under  the
first government-to
government contract,
Bangladesh imported
220,000 tonnes of wheat
from the US.

The governmentinitiated
these agreements earlier
this year to help reduce the
bilateral trade deficit and
secure favourable tarifls for
Bangladesh’s exports to the
US market.
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House rent climbs for three
consecutive quarters

Arbitrary increase, slack law enforcement, high inflation to blame
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Accommodation costs in Bangladesh
have risen for three consecutive quarters
this year, adding to the financial strain
on middle- and lower-income households
already under pressure from high
inflation.

The House Rent Index (HRI), which
tracks quarterly changes in rental costs,
climbed to 519 percent in the July-
September quarter of fiscal 2025-26, up
slightly from 5.16 percent in April-June
and 5.4 percent in January-March,
according to data compiled by the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS).

On a year-on-year basis, however, rent
growth has eased. In the July-September
quarter of 2024, the HRI stood at 5.91

The index reflects rental costs across
three types of housing -- pucca, semi-
pucca and mud houses. Data are collected
nationwide, covering both urban and
rural areas.

“Typically, house rents tend to rise
either at the beginning or the middle
of the year. But that seasonal pattern is
no longer holding,” said a BBS official
familiar with the survey.

“When a tenant moves out, landlords
often raise the rent immediately, which
puts automatic pressure on the next
tenant,” the official added.

House rent is part of the non-food
component of the consumer price index.
With prices of essential commodities also
rising, higher rents are compounding
the burden on low- and fixed-income

prolonged inflation.

Inflation rose to 8.29 percentin November,
driven by non-food inflation of 9.08 percent,
according to BBS monthly data.

Bangladesh has been grappling with
clevated inflation for nearly three years.
Consumer price inflation remained above
9 percent until May 2025 and has stayed
above 8 percent since then.

SM  Nazar Hossain, vice-president
of the Consumers Association of
Bangladesh, said landlords are increasing
rents arbitrarily, even amid high inflation,
exploiting the wide gap between housing
demand and supply in Dhaka.

“Although the Premises Rent Control
Actwas enacted many years ago, there is no
implementation,” he said. “If the law were
enforced, rent levels could be controlled

playing an effective role.”

“There is no system at all, no structured
mechanism,” Hossain said. “As soon
as demand rises, rents are increased
immediately.”

He said the practice is more prevalent
in labour-intensive and high-demand
neighbourhoods. “When one tenant leaves,
the rent goes up right away. And because
demand is strong, another tenant is always
willing to move in, even at a higher rate.”

“We keep talking about it and the
media keeps writing about it, but nothing
is changing,” he said. “The real problem is
that there is a law, but no enforcement.”

Hossain, however, welcomed a recent
initiative by the Dhaka North City
Corporation (DNCC), saying it could
provide some relief if implemented

IP rights
enforcement key to
higher investment

AmCham says

Bangladesh cannot significantly expand exports or attract
foreign direct investment without proper enforcement
of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs), said Syed Ershad
Ahmed, president of the American Chamber of Commerce
in Bangladesh (AmCham).

“Effective enforcement of IPRs would bring greater
transparency to business... while corruption cannot be
completely eliminated, it can be reduced to a manageable
and tolerable level, and efforts are underway to achieve
that,” he said while speaking to journalists yesterday at
an event organised by AmCham at the Sheraton Dhaka
in Banani.

Ahmed said sustained advocacy has helped push
the government from a limited trade office structure
toward establishing IPR laws and an industry-focused
institutional framework.

He added that logistics, once a neglected sector, has
now become central to discussions on competitiveness
and investment.

“AmCham is working across several sectors, including
logistics, IPRs, digital financing, energy, and agriculture,
with logistics set to become a key priority in the coming
period. We want to develop the overall ecosystem in
Bangladesh. If we can develop the overall business
ecosystem, overall investment in Bangladesh will
increase,” he said.

percent.

Sylhet Gas Fields
holds 43rd AGM

STAR BUSINESS DESK

The 43rd annual general meeting (AGM)
of Sylhet Gas Fields Limited, a gas and
petroleum products producing company under
Petrobangla, was held on December 18.

The meeting took place at Petrocentre, the
company’s Dhaka liaison office, according to a
press release.

The meeting was presided over by the
chairman of the board of directors, Abul
Mansur Md Faizullah, and attended by Md
Rezanur Rahman, chairman of Petrobangla,
alongside shareholders, board members, and
Managing Director Md Abdul Jalil Pramanik,
and the company’s general managers.

According to the audited financial
statements for fiscal year 2024-25, the
company earned Tk 2,740.82 crore in revenue
from the production, processing and sale of
natural gas and petroleum products, including
condensate, petrol, diesel, kerosene, octane,
NGL and LPG.

During the period, it deposited Tk 876.53
crore with the government exchequer in the
form of supplementary duty, VAT, income tax,
dividend and DSL, while posting a net profit of
Tk 538.59 crore.

households

already struggling with

to some extent, but the government is not

effectively.

NCC Bank signs supply chain

Ihnance deal with Ak

STAR BUSINESS DESK

of understanding (MoU) with six
companies of Akij Resource Group
to introduce a supply chain finance
(SCF) arrangement for their designated
suppliers.

The companies include  Akij
Essentials Limited, Hashem Rice Mills
Limited, Akij Agro Feed Limited, AKij
Ispat Limited, Nobayon Traders Limited
and Akij Cement Company Limited,
according to a press release.

Under the agreement, NCC Bank
will extend supply chain financing
facilities to eligible suppliers of the
companies, enabling them to meet
working capital requirements through
timely access o finance against buyer-
approved invoices.

The signing ceremony was held
yesterday at NCC Bank’s head oflice
in Motijheel, Dhaka. Md Habibur
Rahman, deputy managing director
of NCC Bank, and Md Ruhul Islam,
director of Akij Agro Feed Limited,
signed the agreement on behalf of
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Md Habibur Rahman, deputy managing director of NGC Bank, and Md Ruhul
Islam, director of Akij Agro Feed Limited, pose for photographs alongside
officials of both organisations at NCC Bank’s head office in Motijheel yesterday.

their respective organisations.

Among others, M Khurshed Alam,
additional managing director, Md
Zakir Anam and Mohammed Mizanur
Rahman, deputy managing directors,
Sharif Mohammad Mahsin, senior
vice-president and head of SME, Mufti
Mustafizur Rahman, senior vice-
president and head of branch and

ACI declares 25% cash dividend

to a press release.

business at NCC Bank Bhaban branch,
and Sheikh Sadi, chief treasury officer
of Akij Resource Group, were present at
the event.

Sohanur Rahaman Sohan, deputy
chief operating officer of Akij Resource
Group, along with other senior
officials from both organisations, also
attended.

AmCham president pointed to the
growing number of educated but
unemployed young people, saying job
creation should be the top priority of
the next government

On employment, Ahmed pointed to the growing
number of educated but unemployed young people,
saying job creation should be the top priority of the next
government.

He cautioned that while entrepreneurship is often
encouraged, it requires significant capital, and large-
scale job creation is more realistically driven by higher
investment and export growth.

Discussing the investment climate, Ahmed said policy
unpredictability remains a major concern for investors.
Although AmCham has submitted detailed, sector-wise
recommendations to key ministries through its Research
and Advocacy Cell, he said meaningful follow-through
has been limited.

“Investors need policy stability and predictability,
which are usually supported by a free and fair election and
a stable political environment,” Ahmed said.

He also highlighted ongoing barriers to foreign direct
investment, including corruption, energy shortages, and
weak legal and physical infrastructure.

He said wider use of digital systems and stronger
IPR enforcement could improve transparency and help
reduce corruption. While acknowledging progress in
areas such as fully online income tax filing, he said much
more needs to be done to create a world-class investment
environment.

Ahmed also underscored the importance of national
branding, noting that global investors are familiar with
countries such as India, Vietham, and the Philippines,
while Bangladesh remains relatively underrepresented.

On women’s empowerment, he said female students are
performing strongly in higher education but continue to
face social and cultural barriers to entering the workforce.
“True empowerment requires a change in mindset at both
family and societal levels,” he said.

Referring to technological development, Ahmed said
the IT sector has raised concerns about high taxes and
the limited availability of graphics processing unit (GPU)
servers needed for artificial intelligence development.
These constraints weaken Bangladesh’s ability to compete
in global technology markets, he added.

AmCham treasurer Al Mamun M Rashel said there is a
gap between policy announcements, particularly in areas
such as artificial intelligence, and actual implementation.

He added that import barriers for high-end
technologies are further constraining sector growth and
called for more specific and actionable reporting to help
the government better address these challenges.
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STAR BUSINESS DESK

Advanced Chemical Industries (ACI) PLC has
declared a 25 percent cash dividend for the

financial year that ended on June 30, 2025.
The decision was taken at the 52nd annual

general meeting (AGM), which was held

yesterday through a digital platform, according

The meeting was presided over by M Anis
Ud Dowla, chairman of ACI.

Shareholders approved the audited financial
statements for the year ended June 30, 2025,
along with the reports of the directors and
auditors of the company. They also endorsed
the 25 percent cash dividend for the year.

Addressing the meeting, Arif Dowla,
managing director of the company,
highlighted key business developments and
responded to issues raised by shareholders.

He expressed gratitude for the continued
support and cooperation of all stakeholders
and particularly acknowledged the
contribution and efforts of the company’s
employees.

ENHANCING THE

TOYOTA

JOURNEY IN BANGLADESH

We, Toyota Tsusho Asia Pacific Pte. Ltd., are now enhancing
our nationwide commitment to customers in Bangladesh by
delivering Toyota's highest global standards of quality and
services through our wholly owned subsidiary Toyota
Bangladesh Limited (TBL). Through TBL, we now directly
bring new Toyota vehicles, genuine parts, and Toyota quality
aftersales services to all our customers in Bangladesh.

Trust Bank unveils annual sustainability report

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Trust Bank PLC has unveiled its first-ever annual
sustainability report for 2024, marking a milestone in
the bank’s commitment to sustainable banking and
environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices.

The report was unveiled recently by Chowdhury Liakat
Ali, director of the Sustainable Finance Department (SFD) of
Bangladesh Bank, and Ahsan Zaman Chowdhury, managing
director and chief executive officer of Trust Bank PLC, in
the presence of senior executives and officials of the bank,
according to a press release.

Among others, Akhlasur Rahman Bhuiyan, deputy
managing director and chief risk officer, Md Kamal Hossain
Sarker, deputy managing director and head of IBD, and ABM
Mizanur Rahman, senior executive vice president and head
of the Credit Risk Management Division and Sustainable
Finance Unit, were present at the programme.

senior officials of the bank were also present.

Chowdhury Liakat Ali, director of the Sustainable Finance Department of
Bangladesh Bank, and Ahsan Zaman Chowdhury, managing director and chief
executive officer of Trust Bank PLC, attend the event in Dhaka recently. Other

PHOTO: TRUST BANK PLC

Stay connected with us and look forward to what we serve
for you in the coming years .

Happy New Year 2026!

Follow us at www.toyota-bd.com and
www.facebook.com/ToyotaBangladesh for the latest updates,
offers, and career opportunities.

For more information, please call +09643333777
(Open every day, 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM)
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AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH

KATE WINSLET

Film legend talks directorial debut

SADIA KHALID REETI

made herself undeniable in world cinema
with her body of work. The Titanic, Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind and
Wonder Wheel star made her directorial
debut this December with family drama
Goodbye June. Written by her son, Joe
Anders, the story traces the final days of an
ailing woman (played by Helen Mirren), as
her family comes together to bid farewell

GOODBYE JUNE

- |

Kate Winslet during the Zoom interview with our correspondent

around Christmas.

The film is set to release in Netflix soon.

She also stars in the film as one of June’s
daughters, Julie, who is the busiest and the
most financially responsible of the four
siblings. The source of conflict between the
characters and their individual backgrounds
may not have been fleshed out in the film

for 16 days. So, it was quite nerve wrecking
because I had to get everything done. For the
first three weeks of the shoot, my son was
actually overseas working on something as
an actor because he is also an actor.

He has fantastic opinions and really
great taste. He’s very interested in the
filmmaking process and wants to learn
and wants to be able to grow as a writer
and grow as an actor. So, for him being
around and all of that, I think it was very
educational, quite honestly.

We're very lucky because we do have a
very close relationship. But it was special
to work with him in a different way, as
colleagues, you know, on equal playing
fields. He was a first-time writer, I was a first
time director. So, it did mean that we had
each other in those moments when we're
like, “Oh my God. Ok. What's next? Let’s
(do this). It’s gonna be great.”

TDS: Your son found the inspiration to
write this film from watching the family
come together when his grandmother
passed away. So, were there parts of the

Jilm that were autobiographical?

KW: No. Itisn’t an autobiographical story.
Itisafictional family and it’s a fictional
set of circumstances and yes it is
accurate that my own family
were able to come together,
but how geographically
almost impossible
that was
remarkable and
my son was a
teenager  at

through this loss and how we were all there
for her because we all loved her and we all
came from this one woman. So, he took
that as his emotional backdrop and then
invented his own story from there.

We have a big, big f[amily on his
mother’s side, me, but also on his
father’s side, there’s a huge family too.
So, he drew from many different stories
that he was aware of and created this
particular story in which a family all come
together against all odds and make it
good for the woman who’s passing away.

Sadia Khalid Reeti is a film critic and
screenwriter. She served as a Fipresci jury
at the Cannes Film Festival and is a voter

Jfor the Golden Globes.
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I think the | but what the film elaborately deals with the time and
thing that | is their concerted efforts to make June’'s ©£Y€TyYone
spoke to me passing comfortable and memorable. ielvt I 4
Before its Netflix release on December Everyone (
most of all was 24, the Titanic star shared her experience Was 4
aCtluallllyl’!“l)lw of working with her screenwriter son in this g?)ritn gt
real all of the exclusive one-on-one interview with The
characters | DailyStar. CHORKI
felc. Ifelc they | The Daily Star: Let me start by saying you Dlmhght
were extremely are incredibly loved here in Bangladesh.
relatable. I Kate Winslet: Thank you very much. AR ATRE AT
think some | TDS: You said when your son was writing a‘;] IﬂlEl
of the quieter the script, you thought it would make a m
scenes between | 9reat movie. Was there any particular Y| ?E 1]'3]?
B . d scene or dialogue that spoke to you
CInic an when you first read it?
Junel f?““d to KW: I think the thing that spoke to me
be particularly most of all was actually how real all of the
touching characters felt. I felt they were extremely
because I lost relatable. I think some of the quieter
my mother, but scenes between Bernie and June I found

I was never in
the room when
my own parents
were having

to be particularly touching because I
lost my mother, but I was never in the
room when my own parents were
having those quiet conversations
between themselves. I found those

those quiet scenes probably to be among the WHAT’S PLAYING
conversations most touching of all.
between TDS: Having the writer on set « )
themselves. can be a source of helpful I Love Y()u SO

notes or creative conflict.
How was it for you having
your son on-set?

KW: Honestly, it was
wonderful. I loved it so
much. We only had seven
weeks to shoot this film
and I only had Helen Mirren

TV TALKIES

WAKE UP

DEAD MAN:
A Knives Out

Mystery

PHOTO: COLLECTED

OUT AND ABOUT
IN DHAKA

by The Walters

I Love You So feels like a whispered confession,
tender and slightly undone. The Walters keep it
spare; soft guitar, an unhurried rhythm, vocals that
hover somewhere between devotion and doubt. It’s
the sound of loving someone so deeply it almost
scares you, of wanting to hold on while bracing for
what might slip away.

Released in 2014, the song found its second
life years later, drifting back into collective
consciousness through playlists and social feeds. Its
resurgence was unstoppable, carrying I Love You
So to hundreds of millions of streams. The appeal
lies in its emotional clarity: nothing overstated,
nothing hidden.

This is a track for the in between moments;
headphones on, lights low, feelings unresolved.
Romantic, fragile, and achingly sincere, I Love You
So reminds us that sometimes the softest songs
leave the deepest marks.

Wake Up Dead Man: A
Knives Out Mpystery is
a suspense-filled murder
mystery where detective
Benoit Blanc investigates
an unsolvable crime
inside a church full
of suspects. Directed
by Rian Johnson and
starring Daniel Craig,
the film was released on
November 26. Beyond
the mystery, it explores
themes of truth, morality,
and hidden guilt. The
film is now streaming
on Netflix, where it is
currently ranking among
the top ten movies on the
platform.

Jan 8-9 | 5 pm and 7 pm onwards
Experimental Theatre Hall, BSA
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Shielding Harvests, Securing Futures:
Climate Insurance for Bangladesh

A roundtable Dr Suborna Barua
tided “From Risk Professor, Department
to Resilience: of  International
.l e lisi 2} Business .
lnsug;it:::::‘e lls{lilsllg( 4 PhD in Climate Finance
N Climate risk insurance
lnsul‘ance ll‘ltO remains largely
Bangladesh’s experimental in Bangladesh and
Social Protection needs formal institutional support.
and Disaster Inspi'(cld hméscholdrgd rccoverd _more
uickly and avoi ost-disaster
Manage.men,f gebt. Studies show Lhe?t delivering
Mechanisms insurance through cooperatives and
was held on 26 local farmer groups is most effective.
November 2025 However, a major affordability gap:
at The Daily Star poor farmers want coverage but
Centre, Dhaka. cannot aﬂ;olr)d fgll prgmiuln(ljs. lIhﬁre
. . are several barriers: Bangladesh has
il, (;;l’r[‘l;;lg ;;;%l;llslts:: no dedicated legal framework or fiscal
incentives for climate insurance,
the World Food insurers have little actuarial capacity
Programme (WFP), for agricultural risks, and reinsurance
and OXFAM, markets are largely closed to these
the discussion .risks. The request to the government
brought together || b (0 euabiih dear volaion
pollcymakers, subsidies or VAT relief and a national
r?g“lators’ disaster fund for climate insurance.
msurance IDRA and relevant ministries must
industry leaders, take joint ownership of this issue,
development mal.<ing insgr'ance a core part of
partners, g?tlori?l drels;lll'(snce C[1)011cy. Tto close
. e affordability and capacity gaps,
academics, ?“d we call on the }governmfnt o ;gngct
representatives a dedicated legal framework for
from government climate insurance, introduce fiscal
and civil society. incentives like premium subsidies,
The roundtable VAT relief, and a national disaster
aimed to explore risk fund, syrengthen actu.arial and
ways to mainstream [ | dos conacin open seinsrone
. Chmate. "s.k cooperatives and MFIs ag distribution
insurance within partners. IDRA, MoDMR and
Bangladesh’s Finance must jointly own and lead
national resilience institutionalisation.
framework, Maribeth Black
strengthen Deputy  Head  of
institutional and Programme ‘
fiscal support, and World __Food
ensure affordable, P lr ogramme fWF P) |
inclusive e NI
protection for an integrated risk-management
vulnerable approach to build resilience among
communities climate affected communities.
facing increasing Climgte §h9cks in .Ba.mgladesh
climate-induced are intensifying and hitting poor
disasters and smallholdq fe.lrrners har.dest. -In
o xe . collaboration with partners including
livelihood risks. Oxfam and Green Delta Insurance,
WEFP has helped develop index-
based insurance products for floods,

»» Amend the Insurance Act to Legalise Parametric Insurance

Finalise amendments to the Insurance Act to provide legal clarity for
“parametric” (index-based) insurance.

»» Remove VAT on Climate Insurance Premiums

The government should remove the existing 15% VAT on insurance
premiums to lower costs for low-income farmers.

»» Implement a “Corporate Agent” Model

A”corporate agent” model allows Microfinance Institutions (MFIs), banks,
and digital platforms to sell insurance and earn structured commissions
(upto 15%).

»» Secure International Funding for Premium Subsidies

Actively collaborate with development partners and global climate funds
to secure external financing for premium subsidies.
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»» Establish a National Poverty Register

A verified National Poverty Register will eliminate subjectivity and corruption in
identifying vulnerable households, addressing concerns that subsidies currently
benefit insurance companies or non-poor individuals rather than the true victims
of climate change.

»» Conduct Midterm Evaluations of Existing Pilots

a rigorous midterm evaluation of ongoing initiatives, specifically the
“Jamuna River Sustainable Management Project.” Policy decisions should be
grounded in the micro-level evidence and beneficiary feedback from these
100,000-household pilots.

cyclones, droughts and other hazards,
protecting roughly 75,000 vulnerable
households nationwide. The pilots
have revealed both operational
constraints and promising outcomes.
WFP is now working with insurance
regulators and government ministries
to design and test climate insurance
products and adapt  policies
accordingly. We need to translate field
evidence into concrete reforms, which
include finalising a draft climate-
insurance guideline and exploring
fiscal incentives like VAT waivers and/
or premium subsidies. The roundtable
participants hope to build consensus
on priority actionsincluding possibly
forming a multi-stakeholder working
group to guide the national scale-up
of climate risk insurance.

Md. Jakir Hossain
General Manager
Sadharon Bima
Corporation (SBC)
Bangladesh’s
insurance industry
has traditionally sold
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indemnity policies, with weather-
index schemes only at a limited
scale. A government crop insurance
program from the 1970s that did not
yield good results, but today’s digital
tools make parametric insurance
more viable. An ADB-funded pilot
with 10,000 farmers saw limited
success because it covered only small,
low-risk areas. Insurance functions
like a cooperative fund: if policies are
not broadly distributed, the system
cannot be profitable. There are two
major barriers: data and distribution.
Reliable weather data are needed to
set and verify parametric triggers,
yet obtaining real-time climate
information remains challenging.
Morcover, reaching marginal
farmers requires intermediaries who
earn commissions. Insurers want
to cut costs, so regulators need to
clarify rules so that microfinance
institutions or digital platforms can
legally distribute climate insurance
and be properly compensated,
keeping premiums affordable.

Tarik Ur Rahman

Consultant

Green Delta PLC

Public-private

1. partnership and IDRA’s

~ support are essential
to expanding climate insurance. A
dedicated microinsurance regulation
so companies can introduce more
tailored products into the market.
Rahman described Green Delta’s
experience: since 2015, its weather-
index programs have grown from
215 farmers to 1.53 million farmers
across 35 districts, with payouts
totalling about 188 million taka to
336,000 claimants. The ongoing
pilots in yield-index, flood, livestock
and fisheries insurance, as well as new
schemes o cover cyclone losses. This
momentum could accelerate with the
right regulatory support and fiscal
incentives. Notably, the 15% VAT on
insurance premiums, arguing that
the government already exempts
similar products in export-oriented
industries. Removing this tax would
lower costs for consumers and could
expand insurance coverage by roughly
15 per cent.

Mohammad Emran

Hassan

Head of Climate

Justice &  Natural
3 Resources Rights

Oxfam in Bangladesh

While climate insurance can engage
the private sector in adaptation, its
rollout must be firmly anchored
in climate justice. The marginal
communities in LDCs like
Bangladesh cannot realistically bear
the full cost of premiums, which
is why governments and global
climate finance must bridge this
gap . National mechanisms, such as
Bangladesh’s Climate Change Trust
Fund and international loss-and-
damage windows (e.g., FRLD) , can
serve as viable sources of premium
subsidies . However, if international
funds are mobilised, reinsurance
should remain domestic: ceding
risks abroad would allow part of the
climate aid to leak out of vulnerable

economies. Keeping reinsurance
localensure that international
climate finance circulates within
Bangladesh, strengthens national

financial systems, and delivers its
full intended benefit to climate-
vulnerable communities.

Imanun Nabi Khan
Assistant Country
Representative

FAO Bangladesh

FAO is helping
integrate risk
financing into agricultural
planning, including Bangladesh’s
forthcoming Agriculture Outlook

2050. Smallholder farmers need to
organise in cooperatives or producer
groups for insurance to reach
them, and extension programs are
being updated to include financial
and insurance literacy. Currently,
less than 1% of Bangladeshis hold
life insurance, highlighting the
challenge of expanding coverage
to crops, livestock and fisheries.
Citing climate projections of higher
temperatures and more extreme
rainfall by 2050, more frequent
floods and cyclones will damage
production and make insurance
increasingly necessary. FAO’s efforts
to strengthen farmer collectives:
offering learning grants, helping
create shared service centres and
providing low-interest loans. Once
these cooperatives mature, they will
be well-positioned to partner with
insurers as distribution channels.

Monirul Hoque
National Programme

Officer, Insurance

and Risk Finance

Facility

UNDP Bangladesh

Building a climate
insurance ecosystem requires
strengthening  institutions and

data systems. With only two of 43
non-life insurers currently active in
climate products, the market lacks
reliable data to model rural weather
risks. Cutting the 15% premium tax
would reduce government revenue,
so alternatives (like adjusting other
taxes or reinsurance contributions)
should be explored to offset the loss.
It is better to expand the focus to
an “inclusive insurance” framework
that includes life insurance and
other products, to balance risk
pools and attract private investment.
Many microfinance schemes
currently labelled as insurance
must be formally regulated. UNDP
is helping develop a comprehensive
microinsurance framework
covering mutuals, takaful and
MFIs. The insurers’ association or
a multi-agency forum could lead a
technical working group on climate
insurance  policy.  Furthermore,
UNDP is assisting with a unified
data platform for the industry and
funding training for more actuaries
to build local expertise.

Dr Md. Rashedur
Rahman Sardar
Deputy Secretary,
Ministry of
Finance(Finance
Division, Ministry of
Planning

The Finance Division acknowledges
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the necessity of climate risk
insurance mechanisms. However,
the feasibility of government

support is heavily influenced by
significant resource constraints.
Currently, the national budget lacks
explicit codes for disaster funding,
forcing the government to rely on
“implicit support.” This means that
when unexpected disasters occur,
funds must be reallocated from
other sectors, creating friction and
reducing resources elsewhere.

The fiscal reality poses a major
challenge: revenue collection by the
National Board of Revenue (NBR)
is currently only 6.78% of GDP,
while expenditure sits at 11.33%.
This low revenue base limits the
government’s ability to provide
explicit financial backing compared
to global standards. While a Disaster
Risk Financing Strategy has been
developed in collaboration with the
MoDMR , the contingency funding
remains implicit rather than a
dedicated budget line. Regarding
fiscal exemptions, the speaker defers
to the NBR but emphasises that strict
governance and the selection of
appropriate financial instruments are

critical for the success of any scheme.
Ultimately, the government remains
open to examining a well-structured
proposal that addresses these fiscal
and governance realities.

Nazmul Alam

Deputy Secretary,
NEC-ECNEC and
Coordination
Planning Division,
Ministry of Planning
The Ministry views
Climate Risk Insurance (CRI) as a
supplementary measure rather than
a standalone solution for climate
resilience. To inform future policy,
the government should look to the
ongoing “Jamuna River Sustainable
Management Project,” a 95 crore
BDT initiative targeting 100,000
beneficiaries. With 35% of its budget
allocated to premium support and
43% to consultancy, a midterm
evaluation of this project is essential
to understand micro-level impacts
and beneficiary experiences before
scaling up.

Since climate change is a global
phenomenon, the government
should not bear the sole burden of
subsidies. The Economic Relations
Division (ERD) and development
partners (such as UNDP and WEP)
must be involved to secure donor
funds for premium subsidies.
Furthermore, any new financial
support or VAT exemptions for CRI
must be carefully harmonised with
the government’s existing disaster
management spending to ensure
efficiency, as the state cannot
subsidise everything indefinitely.
Every district in Bangladesh—
ranging from coastal cyclones to
northern droughts and river floods—
policies must address how insurers
will handle policyholders who face
multiple disasters in a single year.

Dr M Aslam Alam
Chairman,

I nsurance
Development and
Regulatory Authority
(IDRA)

There is a lack of

progress at COP30 on climate
finance, and fossil fuel phase-outs
force Bangladesh to abandon hope
for external support and rely strictly
on its own resources. To [facilitate
this, the IDRA is actively amending the
Insurance Act to provide legal clarity
for “parametric insurance,” which is
currently not covered under existing
indemnity-based laws. Additionally,
to resolve regulatory duality with the
Microcredit  Regulatory  Authority
(MRA), the IDRA proposes a
“corporate agent” model. This would
allow MFIs and banks to operate
under the insurance umbrella with a
structured commission system (up to
15%), ensuring a unified regulatory
framework.

On the operational front,
standardisation and skills
development are priorities. The IDRA
has signed an MOU with UNDP to
develop a regulatory framework for
inclusive insurance and is drafting a
“Bangladesh Actuary Act” to establish
an Actuarial Council. Bangladesh
Meteorological ~ Department(BMD)
lacks the precision for immediate
“prevention,” their short-to-medium-
term forecasting is sufficient for
insurance modelling. However, the
most significant hurdles are financial
and political. Obtaining government
subsidies for insurance premiums
is difficult because the state already
heavily subsidises agriculture and
disaster relief, and the IMF opposes
further subsidy expansion. Progress
is hindered by political fears that
premiums subsidise insurance
companies rather than the poor, and
the lack of a National Poverty Register
creates significant targeting errors.

Ultimately, a deep ‘crisis of trust’
exists, requiring strict governance
reforms to ensure claims are settled
and public confidence is restored.

Md Sariful Islam
Head of Influencing,
Communications,

Advocacy & Media
(ICAM)

Oxfam in Bangladesh
Oxfam  has  been

working in Bangladesh for over
50 vyears of frontline experience
in Bangladesh, spanning from the
1970 Bhola cyclone to recent urban
disasters. Responding to disasters
and ensuring climate actions are
one of our key working areas. To
support the affected communities,
CRI plays a crucial role. There should
be a unified “one umbrella” approach
where the Ministries of Finance
and Planning, along with the IDRA,
development partners, NGOs, CSOs,
the media, and relevant people, must
consolidate their resources to tackle
climate change and ensure insurance
for affected people. The sector has
struggled for decades; the time for
experimentation is over. We must now
force through policies that deliver
tangible, immediate protection to
climate-impacted populations.

Nafisa Tasnim Khan

Senior Programme
Officer, Oxfam in
Bangladesh

Climate Risk
Insurance cannot
operate in isolation;

it must be anchored in a wider
ecosystem  supported by value-
added agro-meteorological services,
strong linkages with field-level
DAE representatives, and robust
vulnerability and risk mapping. A
climate risk index is essential (o
determine who should be covered, for
which hazards, and to what extent.

Nigar Dil Nahar
Programme Policy
Officer, Resilience
Innovation, UN World
Food Programme
Bangladesh has
more than 100 well-designed social
safety net programs. However,
they are not flexible to respond to
sudden shocks. When disasters
strike, if the government can inject
additional resources through a
top-up mechanism, it can provide
rapid assistance without creating
new administrative structures. This
approach transforms safety nets into
shock-responsive instruments. WFP
is working closely with the Ministry
of Disaster Management and Relief
(MoDMR), Ministry of Women and
Children  Affairs (MoWCA) and
Ministry of Social Welfare (MoSW)
to institutionalise this flexibility and
integrate climate risk insurance and
Anticipatory Action.

Md. Norul Amin
Programme Policy
Officer — Climate Risk
Insurance, UN World
Food Programme
UN WEFP is supporting
climate-vulnerable
people to protect their livelihoods

from extreme climate events
through promoting climate risk
insurance tools. First, we must

educate communities to build trust
and understanding of insurance
mechanisms. Second, we need (o
strengthen the technical capacity of
the BMD and the Flood Forecasting
and Warning Centre (FFWC) to
ensure access to quality weather and
hydrological data. Finally, effective
design and implementation require
coordination at both national and
regional levels.

Tanjim Ferdous
In-Charge, NGOs &
Foreign Mission, The
Daily Star

Moderator

It is clear Bangladesh
must move climate
risk insurance from experimental
pilots to an institutional mainstream
— by adopting a dedicated legal
framework, offering fiscal incentives
and creating a national disaster
risk fund to close the affordability
gap for vulnerable farmers. We
must strengthen actuarial and data
capacity, open reinsurance markets,
and formally recognise cooperatives
and MFIs as distribution partners.
IDRA, MoDMR and Finance should
take joint ownership so insurance
becomes a core pillar of national
resilience.
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Security lapses ahead
of polls disturbing

Two bomb-related incidents within
48 hours reveal alarming gaps

We’re alarmed by the reported discovery of an explosives cache
in a place of learning as well as the killing of a pedestrian in a
{lyover bomb blast. Both incidents, occurring within a span of
48 hours in Dhaka, have come as warnings that the stability of
the pre-election period is far more fragile than the government
would like to admit. In South Keraniganj, a madrasa erupted
on Friday, injuring two children. When police sifted through
the ruins, they unearthed something sinister: four bomb-like
objects and 400 litres of chemicals, believed to be hydrogen
peroxide, stored in drums.

The key suspect, Al Amin Sheikh, isaman of varied identities:
a madrasa director, an Uber driver and, according to police, a
figure with a history of terror charges linked to the banned
Jama’atul Mujahideen Bangladesh. That a known crime
suspect, previously arrested in 2017 and 2020, could quietly
stockpile industrial accelerants in a residential building raises
uncomfortable questions about the government’s surveillance
of extremists. Police suspect the chemicals were intended for
“sabotage” ahead of the upcoming elections. Just two days
prior to this blast, Siam Majumder, a 21-year-old shop worker,
was killed on the New Eskaton Road when a crude bomb was
hurled from the Moghbazar-Mouchak flyover. As Siam’s father
asked, “Why do bombs fall on the heads of ordinary people?”

It is a question that resonates uneasily across the capital.
The wwo incidents, though distinct, paint a gloomy picture
of the country’s security apparatus, just as the hazards
are multiplying. On the ground in Keraniganj, a crime den
operated under the nose of a landlord who believed she was
renting her house to an orphanage. On the {lyover, authorities
have admitted, a large section of the lights had been turned
off, and CCTV cameras were absent.

Meanwhile, police have later confirmed that six individuals
have been arrested with ties to the madrasa blast in a widening
dragnet. A formal case has now been registered against
seven named people—with the absconding suspect, Al Amin
Sheikh, at the top of the list—alongside a shadowy cohort of
unidentified accomplices.

Whether the danger is stockpiled in the capital’s periphery
or dropped from a city flyover, such violence suggests that the
road to the February elections will be perilous. The government
must, therefore, pivot from reactive containment to proactive
vigilance. The intelligence failure in Keraniganj about the
existence of bombs indicates that the government’s gaze is
not firmly fixed on public safety threats. Law-enforcement
agencies must urgently recalibrate their priorities, ensuring
that surveillance tracks criminals on the loose. It is all the
more urgent because, ultimately, a successful election rests on
the peace of the streets.

Govt must act now
to curb air pollution

It’s a public health emergency we
can no longer ignore

With the arrival of winter, air pollution in Dhaka and across
the country has once again reached hazardous levels. On
Sunday morning, Dhaka was ranked as the world’s third most
polluted city, with an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 216. Classified
as “very unhealthy,” such air poses serious risks to children,
the elderly, and people with heart or respiratory diseases. This
should set off alarms at the highest levels of the government.
Unfortunately, while this is every winter’s grim reality, it is met
with little to no action from the authorities.

While Dhaka is the hardest hit by air pollution, the rest of
the country is also in a bad situation. Even more concerning is
that air pollution is no longer just a seasonal problem; it affects
us year-round, with Bangladesh ranked as the worst-affected
country in South Asia, according to a recent World Bank
report. The sources of pollution are well known: industrial
emissions, brick kilns, outdated vehicles, construction dust,
household cooking, agricultural burning, and polluting power
plants. Moreover, about 40 percent of Dhaka’s pollution is
reportedly transboundary.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), air
pollution causes an estimated seven million premature deaths
worldwide each year, primarily from stroke, heart disease,
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, lung cancer, and acute
respiratory infections. Numerous studies over the years have
shown that air pollution remains a silent, pervasive threat in
the country. Yet the government’s response remains lacklustre.
While some initiatives were taken to shut down illegal brick
kilns and promote environment-friendly alternatives, the goals
have largely remained unfulfilled. Outdated vehicles continue
(o operate on city streets, and hundreds of construction sites
remain uncovered, contributing heavily to dust pollution.

The impact of these failures is devastating, particularly
for children. According to the recent World Bank report,
100 percent of schoolchildren in Dhaka and nearby areas are
exposed to unsafe levels of PM2.5, fine particulate matter that
penetrates deep into the lungs and bloodstream. Alarmingly,
even modest increases in PM2.5 are linked to learning losses
equivalent to several weeks of schooling. But Bangladesh still
lacks clear, systematic protocols, such as school protection
measures or closure guidelines, during episodes of extreme
pollution.

Air pollution has become a full-blown public health
emergency, and the government must treat it as such. Ensuring
access to clean cooking fuels, modernising industries and
transport, improving fuel quality, and strictly controlling
construction dust are urgent priorities. The government must
also take immediate policy measures to protect schoolchildren
from toxic air. Clean air is a basic right, and the government
must act decisively to protect it.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

US Army conducts Wounded Knee massacre
On this day in 1890, in one of the final chapters of long wars
with Native Americans, the US Cavalry killed 146 Lakota
Indians at Wounded Knee on the Pine Ridge reservation in

The interim failed to curb
inflation and unemployment

OPEN SKY

Dr Birupaksha Paul

is professor of economics at the
State University of New York at
Cortland in the US.

BIRUPAKSHA PAUL

If the national election does take place
in February, a new government will
face dire quandaries for the economy,
mainly in the lines of inflation and
unemployment—the (wo notorious
vices for any economy. As economics
textbooks suggest, hitting these two
culprits simultaneously is a terrible
task because of the typical trade-off
between them. As the central bank
raises the policy interest rate to tame
high inflation, high interest rates, in
turn, increased unemployment by
discouraging investments. If interest
rates are slashed to boost investment
and decrease unemployment, the
ensuing cheap money will fuel the fire
of inflation further up.

This situation is akin to reducing
the speed of a car to minimse risks
and thus enduring delays in hitting
your destination. On the other hand,
speeding up will increase the risk
of accidents. Bangladesh’s current
situation with high inflation and rising
unemployment is thus quite difficult
to solve. Bangladesh Bank has raised
policy rate to near 10 percent which
has made credit expensive because
other banks are charging lending rates
at around 15 percent or higher. Private
credit growth, which supposed to stay
ataround 15 percent or higher has now
fallen to as low as around six percent—
never seen in the last two decades. This
puzzling conundrum rarely appears
in the economy, heralding the advent
of stagflation which Bangladesh’s
economy never saw in the last quarter
century since 2000.

The interim government inherited
an inflation of 10.87 percent in
August 2024. It was 8.29 percent in
November 2025. Achieving this drop
in inflation after one and a half years
cannot be considered as a big success
for the interim government, when it is
compared to neighbouring countries’
success in inflation control. India’s
inflation, 6.21 percent in October
2024, fell to below one percent in
November 2025, suggesting that
price hikes are not a concern at all
for India’s consumers and investors.
Pakistan’s inflation, which rose to 38

percent in May 2023, fell below one
percent in April 2025. Although it was
6.1 percent in November, it ascertains
price normalcy given Pakistan’s macro
situation. Sri L.anka’s inflation was 50
percent in March 2023, but its central
bank made it fall so precipitously to 1.3
percent within six months. It was 2.1
percent in November 2025.

Despite achieving credible successes
in external sector areas particularly
foreign reserves, Bangladesh’s central
bank failed to display a success story
similar to other South Asian central
banks. Monetary treatments, including
high policy rates above 10 percent,
almost failed to tame inflation because
of other rogue institutional failures
such as extortions, mobocracy, fiscal
debility, and declining loan recovery.

That did not happen. Rather, the
government’s attention was sporadic
and thus diluted with regards to
economic aspects such as private
investment, financial reforms, credit
growth,  women  empowerment,
rural opportunities, and above all
law and order. According to the
General FEconomic Division’s State
of the Economy 2025, the overall
unemployment situation in 2024
has slightly deteriorated compared
to 2028. The highest unemployment
rate is 13.54 percent among university
graduates as BBS labour force survey
reports.

Much to people’s disappointment,
the trepidation of losing jobs took the
centre stage rather than prospects
of getting jobs or upliftment in the
quality of jobs in the labour market.
More than one lakh garment workers
in Bangladesh lost their jobs over the
past year following the closure of at
least 258 factories, according to a new
survey by the Asia Floor Wage Alliance
(AFWA). Although the pace of job
creation was often slow in Bangladesh
where 84 percent jobs belong to the
informal sector, the pace of job loss
during the interim regime was high
because of abrupt factory closures.

Hence, 2025 has been marked by
worsening  economic  conditions
which will pose challenges to the new
government’s economic management
capabilities in 2026.

Since unemployment was the
triggering factor for the student-led
July-August uprising, the interim
government’s main attention should
have flowed into addressing this issue.

The new government must work
on how to reverse this inauspicious
pattern of factory closures and job
losses. While the government is
pleased to display significant export
growth in FY2025, unrest and panic
in the whole garments industry have
remain prevalent. Agriculture, being
only 11.15 percent of GDP, employs over
40 percent of the workforce, and that
is not a good sign. Industry is the only

sector that can generate high growth
in both employment and output, and
that side has remained excruciatingly
disturbed during the interim regime.

The results of industrial
perturbation have been manifested
in three areas: i) around six percent
growth in private credit; ii) an abrupt
rise in unemployment; and finally
iii) the unholy reversal in the so-far
declining trend of poverty. Reports
say that women job creation has been
one of the slowest during the interim
regime while it should have been the
opposite as a nation strides forward.

It is worth mentioning that
the interim government of 2007-
2008 primarily focused on law and
order without publicising big talks
on reforms, and it succeeded in
maintaining macroeconomic stability
and people’s deep sense of security.
These two aspects are deeply missing
in the current interim regime, making
it a prime task for the next government
of 2026.

Bangladesh’s  current  growth
performance, around four percent in
FY2025 and expected five percent in
FY2026, is much below its potential.
The demographic dividend, which will
expire for the nation by 2035, must
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be utilised quite properly to catch
the last train of growth acceleration.
Otherwise, it will be Bangladesh’s both
institutional and structural failures for
not translating growth into inclusive
development and prosperity. The
new government’s long-term target
will be to rediscover the secrets of
decent economic growth which will
lower income inequality and regional
disparity.

Is the NCP becoming what it once
rejected?

Arafat Rahaman
is a journalist at The Daily Star.

ARAFAT RAHAMAN

The National Citizen Party (NCP) was
born with a claim that it would not
practise politics as usual. Emerging
from the ashes of the July uprising,
it asked to be seen as a break from
the old habits of convenience and
compromise, pledging to distinguish
itself through its political language,
practice, and a sharper sense of
responsibility.

That claim now faces an existential
test.

Speculations swirling around a
potential Jamaat-NCP alliance finally
ended on Sunday afternoon when, at a
press conference at the National Press
Club, Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Shafiqur
Rahman officially announced a new
electoral front. The NCP, alongside
Colonel (Retd.) Oli Ahmed’s Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), has now
joined Jamaat’s existing coalition—a
definitive moment of reckoning for
NCP.

A series of developments leading to
the formal announcement has turned
this coalition into an existential crisis
for the party. Earlier, Tasnim Jara, a
highly visible leader of NCP, resigned
from her post as senior joint secretary
to contest the Dhaka-9 constituency
as an independent. The crisis then
deepened with the resignation of
Tajnuva Jabeen, a joint convener, and
also a formal letter from 30 central

political alliance or seat-sharing
arrangement with Jamaat.

Seat-sharing is not unusual in
Bangladesh’s politics. Flections are
fought constituency by constituency,
and any success depends on
organisation, polling agents, and the
capacity to protect votes. New parties
often struggle because such structures
take years to build. From a narrow
electoral perspective, alliances can
appear practical, even necessary. But
the NCP did not enter politics asking
to be judged by that standard alone.

Since its inception, NCP presented
itself as the political expression. Its
leaders spoke against shortcuts,
recycled alignments, and moral
ambiguity. They promised a new
arrangement, repeatedly invoking
“noya bondobosto” as a governing
principle. That positioning mattered.
It is why many young people, first-
time participants, and politically
unaffiliated citizens placed their trust
in the party. The question is: what has
changed then?

The official announcement validates
the disturbing allegations made by
Tajnuva Jabeen in a Facebook post
upon her resignation. In it, she argued
that the drastic cut in nominations,
from 125 to a mere 30-40, was not an
emergency measure, but a trap. The
timing of Sunday’s press conference—

deadline—confirms this view. By
stalling the announcement until the
eleventh hour, the NCP leadership
effectively checkmated their own
aspirants. Candidates who spent
months  campaigning,  believing
they were part of a nationwide
effort to contest all seats, have been
abandoned with no time to regroup as
independents.

This procedural play is, in many
ways, more damaging than the
ideological one. As Jabeen pointed
out, trust matters more than ideology.
Inviting nominations with public
fanfare, only to discard grassroots
organisers in favour of a deal yielding
fewer seats than even smaller Islamist
factions are negotiating, signals a deep
betrayal. It suggests the “July force”
was willing to sacrifice the aspirations
of the many (o secure safe passage for
a select few at the top.

The alliance with Jamaat-e-Islami
also carries a weight that goes far
beyond seat arithmetic. Jamaat's
opposition to independence in 1971
and its role during the Liberation
War are part of Bangladesh’s
mainstream political history. That
history and resultant trust gap cannot
be neutralised through electoral
mathematics alone.

Tasnim Jara’s decision brings
the evolving tension into sharp
focus. Announcing her independent
candidacy, she acknowledged the
disadvantagesofrunningwithoutparty
infrastructure, an organised worker
base, or institutional access to security
and administration. Yet she chose that
path, citing her commitment to a new
political culture and the promise she
had made to voters. Her exit, alongside
Jabeen’s, also exposes a widening
gender fault line. Reports suggest
that other women leaders in senior

party that prided itself on the inclusive
spirit of the barricades, the quiet and
potentially growing exodus of women
leaders represents a serious failure of
representation.

The NCP central committee letter
also makes it impossible to dismiss
the issue as personal dissent. The 30
signatories invoke the party’s declared
ideology, the historical responsibility
of the July uprising, and democratic
ethics. They explicitly cite Jamaat’s
political past, particularly its role in
1971, as incompatible with the NCP’s
values. The letter further accused the
prospective partner of engaging in
espionage and sabotage within other
parties and of conducting character
assassination campaigns against the
NCP’s own female members through
online platforms. That such warnings
from leaders have been ignored is quite
telling about the direction of the party.

Funding adds another layer of
complications. The NCP presented
itself as a citizen-funded alternative
to patronage politics. Crowdfunding
is not just a financial mechanism
here; it is a political contract.
Many contributors donated on the
assumption that the party would not
compromise with forces they consider
historically and morally discredited.
If the party now moves in a direction
that violates that wunderstanding,
the cost may extend well beyond this
election. Warnings came from within
the broader July movement as well.
Former coordinators like Abdul Kader
cautioned that any alliance could
damage the future of youth politics.

The NCP claimed to represent a new
arrangement. Instead, it has silenced
its own aspirants through procedural
traps, trading its political promise for
short-term expediency. The shapla
koli has now officially been planted in

South Dakota. committee members opposing any just a day before the final nomination positions feel similarly alienated. For a  Jamaat’s garden. What will it do next?
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Bangladesh-India ties: A tragicomedy
where populists take centre stage

Professor Shahab Enam Khan

is executive director of Bangladesh Center for
Indo-Pacific Affairs at Jahangirnagar University,
and teaches at the Bangladesh University of
Professionals.

SHAHAB ENAM KHAN

There is a tragicomedy in watching two
neighbouring countries bound by geography
drift apart like two sailors jumping ship in
different directions, each convinced the
other is sinking faster. This applies to both
Bangladesh and India that have apparently
decided, one more than the other, that
centuries of shared culture, cuisine, and
history are insufficient grounds to maintain
even basic norms of engagement. What we are
witnessing today is not merely a diplomatic
crisis. It is a masterclass in how not to conduct
foreign policy politically.

At the heart of prevailing tensions lies
the narrative of extremism, a trusted old
poison that keeps on giving. As Shakespeare
would say, “A plague o’ both your houses!”
Mercutio’s dying curse feels uncomfortably
apt for what we are witnessing. Two nations
seem determined to forgo civility in their
relations, while extremists on both sides profit
from the carnage. It is a show in which mobs
replace politicians, and media and WhatsApp
gladiators substitute for statesmen.

InIndia, saffron extremists and propaganda
machines have found Bangladesh to be a
convenient punching bag—a replacement
for the increasingly inconvenient Pakistan or
China cards. The “termites” rhetoric, periodic
stray comments on Bangladesh’s sovereignty,
BJP’s Mamata factor, and prime-time studio
shouting champions have together achieved
what decades of politics could not: they have
united Bangladeshis across party lines in
irritation with Delhi politics.

But let us not pretend that extremism
flows only downstream from the Ganges.
Bangladesh’s interim government today
presides over a landscape where the
mob culture has become a lived reality,
displaying a persistent inability to counter

general public.

Delhi’s selective amnesia in this regard are
almost amusing. It conveniently forgets that
the demands of the July 2024 uprising were
apolitical and met with state bullets before the
eventual ouster of the Awami regime. Saffron
politicians might do well to tally their own
cards, assuming that they are still capable
of moral self-reflection. The absurdity has
peaked most recently when Siliguri hoteliers

violence effectively. Whether helpless or an
accomplice in this episode, the government
cannot escape responsibility for the rise of
these violent forces. To be fair, post-uprising
volatility is hardly unprecedented. But
prolonged inaction only emboldens those
who thrive on chaos.

India’s predicament, on the other hand,
is self-inflicted. Having bet heavily on Awami
League for so long, Delhi now faces genuine
anti-Indian sentiment—not propaganda, just
consequences. Meanwhile, India’s political
and social hysteria since July 2024 continues
to feed on narratives repeatedly debunked by
objective media, yet the religious card keeps
being played. Of course, we cannot deny that
minorities face some threats, but so do the

FILE VISUAL: ANWAR SOHEL

imposed a ban on Bangladeshi tourists.
Apparently, extremism now checks passports
at reception. One doesn’t need to imagine
what the Indian public have been fed about
Bangladeshis all this time.

It is also evident that Indian politics is
experiencing what diplomats might politely
call “challenges.” These challenges relate
to some harsh reality checks. The Trump
administration  delivered reality check
number one: Washington, it turns out, has
little patience for hegemonic ambitions
unsupported by regional clout. The trade
imbalance with China offered reality check
number two, as flery anti-China rhetoric at
domestic rallies does not equal decoupling.
The Pahalgam fallout brought reality check
number three, as political choruses solve

nothing. And the fourth is a classic: Dhaka,
once the BJP’s favourite electoral dish, has
left the table.

Is blaming Bangladesh fair, then? Let us
not forget that Professor Muhammad Yunus
had wanted to visit Delhi before Beijing, and
has tried to engage politically on various
occasions. Delhi’s response? Continued
disengagement, suggesting a preference for
sulking over statesmanship until Bangladesh
holds the elections. Diplomacy requires
reading the room, but Delhi appears content
to wait outside.

This inaction enabled mobs in Delhi’s
security heartland, Chanakyapuri, to stage
an arrogant spectacle against the Bangladesh
High Commission, following similar incidents
in Agartala and Kolkata. High Commissioner
Riaz Hamidullah’s professional response to
denial of mob activities by his counterparts
deserves to be studied in diplomatic
academies, as do the political failures that
made such scenes possible in the first place.
Indian High Commissioner Pranay Verma,
it should be acknowledged, also showed
professionalism, refraining from publicly
sensationalising diplomatic summons.

Yes, some protesters attempted to march
towards Indian diplomatic missions in
Bangladesh. There have been regrettable
incidents of stone-pelting as well. But the
Indian response came from the same crowd
peddling Akhand Bharat, while periodically
questioning  Bangladesh’s  sovereignty.
Sanity has, however, prevailed for now. Both
governments have taken steps to prevent
further escalation and to protect diplomatic
premises. The question worth asking is this:
what did those who mobilised mobs against
diplomatic missions expect to achieve?

Indians must accept the reality that they
will have to maintain even-handed relations
with Bangladesh regardless of which party
governs in Dhaka. Bangladeshis, for their
part, must accept that India cannot, and will
not, de-securitise its relationship with its
castern neighbour given its national security
compulsions. But there lies a political lesson,
too. Delhi, having lectured Bangladesh on
extremism for years, now finds itself courting
the Taliban. When your diplomatic dance
card includes the very extremists that your
own rhetoric previously vilified, your moral

high ground starts to look suspiciously like
quicksand.

Meanwhile, Beijing and Washington watch
from the balcony as two key partners in their
respective Asian strategies squabble over the
last samosa while the restaurant burns. Both
know this antagonism serves neither their
interests nor regional stability. They might
have found it entertaining had geoeconomics
not chosen this precise moment to redraw the
geopolitical map.

What, then, must be done?

Bangladesh must ensure its domestic
security ahead of the 2026 elections, which
will determine its future stability. The armed
forces, bureaucracy, and political parties must
forge an immediate consensus to maintain
order and neutralise extremism, wherever it
originates. Bangladesh should remain open
to normalisation with Delhi. Reciprocity,
naturally, is non-negotiable.

India, meanwhile, should seriously
consider whether its current approach serves
any purpose beyond feeding nationalist
television. Minority persecution in India,
documented year after year in international
religious freedom reports, has not gone
unnoticed, while restricting people-to-people
contact has only proved counterproductive.
Walls may make headlines, but bridges make
progress. For Delhi, the homework is simple:
It has to understand where Dhaka’s red lines
on sovereignty, autonomy, and foreign policy
now stand.

Both nations face a more or less similar
reality on the ground. Crises continue (o pile
up while populists promote their own versions
of the Crime Master Gogo, the hilariously
delusional villain from Bollywood’s cult
classic Andaz Apna Apna, convinced of his
immense power while the world laughs.
The time has come for veteran politicians to
decide whether to continue this tragicomedy
or accept that geography is destiny, and as
such must be managed through restraint and
reciprocity—not out of affection, but rather
cold pragmatism.

I remain optimistic that politicians and
diplomats will eventually stumble upon
pragmatism at some point. Until then,
someone should tell the spokespersons,
partisan hype merchants, and assorted Crime
Master Gogos that they are not helping. At all.

A newspaper, a nation, and the ashes of memory

Dr Md Mahmudul Hasan

is professor of English language and literature at
International Islamic University Malaysia. He can be
reached at mmhasan@iium.edu.my.

MD MAHMUDUL HASAN

The Daily Star has been one of my favourite
newspapers since the 1990s. It has become
one of my staple sources of information about
current events. I have followed how news
stories and opinion pieces in The Daily Star
in the later years of Hasina’s misrule exposed
her autocracy and chronicled the July 2024
movement.

In 2015, Sheikh Hasina sought to
financially throttle the newspaper by making
industries stop advertising in it. Ironically,
the same English daily came under attack in
the post-Hasina era. This happened while we
were mourning the death of one of the most
prominent leaders of the July uprising.

Therefore, those of us who farewelled Hadi
with tears in our eyes experienced a double
burden of sadness: we are saddened by the
loss of Hadi and by the criminality of attackers
of media houses, including The Daily Star
building in Dhaka early on December 19,
2025.

The attacks were an affront on the very
hallmark of Hadi’'s legacy and had the
potential to shift attention from the tragedy
of murder to atrocities against free media.
Perpetrators offered Bangladesh’s adversaries

an opportunity to paint a negative picture of
the country and tarnish the image of Hadi
and other July 2024 warriors.

Many foreign diplomats in Dhaka and
beyond rely largely on The Daily Star for
updates on events in Bangladesh. We should
also bear in mind that the newspaper not only
provides information about the country’s
socio-economic and political situation but
also documents and promotes our literary
and cultural artefacts. It not only informs us
about national and international affairs but
also, through its literature and culture pages,
helps preserve our traditions.

Besides, it has developed a strong digital
archive which will help communicate
our cultural legacy to future generations.
The arsonists destroyed its archive, which
contains print copies since 1991 and will be
difficult to retrieve. This is a loss not only for
the newspaper but also for the whole nation.
While The Daily Star may eventually restore
its operations, the nation’s cultural loss—
specifically the destruction of our collective
history—far outweighs the newspaper’s
financial damages.

With dogged determination, sharp insight

The Daily Star contributed to exposing Hasina’s tyranny and corruption, and thus helped

create global awareness of what was going on in Bangladesh.

and hard work for decades, The Daily Star
has been established as a media outlet that
commands an international reputation
and readership. As Bangladesh’s leading
English daily, it also represents our country
internationally. In that sense, it is our bridge
and mouthpiece to a global audience, and the
attack on it was an attempt to stifle our voice
to the world.

The English daily contributed to exposing
Hasina’s tyranny and corruption, and thus

FILE PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

helped create global awareness of what
was going on in Bangladesh. For instance,
its report titled “S Alam’s Aladdin’s lamp,”
published in August 2023, considerably
shook the foundation of the Hasina regime.
The daily’s coverage of the July 2024 uprising
gave the movement intellectual support.

I am personally grateful that on August
4, 2024—the day before Hasina fell and
fled—The Daily Star ran my essay “Violence
against students: A tribute to our little

John Hampdens,” where I denounced the
“gruesome and unbearable shoot-to-kill”
strategy of the Hasina government that
resulted in the “mass slaughter of students.”
The essay also celebrated the bravery of our
young July 2024 heroes and heroines.

Moreover, in the aftermath of the uprising,
the English daily brought out The Great
Wave, where authors regard the movement
as an “explosion of a united democratic
desire among people of all classes and
professions” (p. 140). These and hundreds of
other instances make the newspaper pro-
Bangladeshi, not pro-any foreign country.

If some people believe that the English
daily has not done enough or right, they can
contest its journalism cerebrally, through
constructing alternative narratives, not
by attacking and vandalising its office and
pillaging its property.

We all want a competitive media
environment that will foster intellectual
curiosity and scholarly conversations and
ultimately benefit our country. However,

that  requires  knowledge, expertise,
professionalism, diligence, a sense of
commitment, leadership and teamwork

skills. The arsonists who attacked media
houses and those who support them are
obviously incapable of challenging free media
intellectually. It is their dismal incompetence
and intellectual bankruptcy that instigated
them to resort to violence.

The Daily Star, Prothom Alo and other
competitive media organisations are
our national treasures. I challenge the
detractors to establish a comparable daily in
competition.
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An Arabic inscription dated 898 (1493) in Bengali tughra calligraphy, with representations of the swan and reeds of riverine rural Bengal.

The fabulous Arabic
inscription of Nim
Darwaza, which I (the
author) discovered
in a mosque in
Mahdipur village in
the vicinity of the
medieval Bengal
capital Gaur, is one
of the most exquisite
inscriptions in

the world. This
inscription, as

well as the Chand
Darwaza Arabic
inscription, once
decorated two
monumental
entrances of the
sultanate palace in
Gaur.

A Persian
inscription in the Varendra
Research Museum, Rajshahi.
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A journey through Bangladesh’s Islamic inscriptions

MOHAMMAD YUSUF SIDDIQ
Architectural inscriptions are a
fascinating aspect of our cultural
heritage because of their rich and
diverse historical content and
artistic merit. Arabic and Persian
inscriptions of Bengal help us
understand the advent of Islam in
the region, which eventually made
Bengali Muslims the second-largest
linguistic group in the Islamic
world.

That the science of epigraphy
in the world of Islam started at
the hands of Jamaluddin Shibi, an

early fifteenth-century academic
and scholar at the famous
Bengali Seminary in Makkah,

is one among many remarkable
historical revelations in the field.
His study illustrated superbly how
wonderfully  these fascinating
inscriptions help us in finding
the missing links in the cultural
continuity of the old world,
which eventually resulted in the
“globalisation of the medieval
world of Islam”.
The tradition of inscribing

Arabic and Persian
on stone in

Bengal started with a
Persian inscription of the third
Muslim ruler, Sultan ‘Ala’ Din
(‘Ali Mardan) Khalji, immediately
after the conquest of Bengal in
the early thirteenth century. This,
as well as another superb Persian
inscription of another early Khalji
ruler of Bengal — Balka Khan
Khalji (626-628 A.H./1229-1230
C.E.) — indicates that the Persian
language was patronised by the
ruling Muslim elite from the very
beginning.

The fabulous Arabic inscription
of Nim Darwaza, which I (the
author) discovered in a mosque
in Mahdipur village in the vicinity
of the medieval Bengal capital
Gaur, is one of the most exquisite
inscriptions in the world. This
inscription, as well as the Chand
Darwaza Arabic inscription,
once decorated two monumental
entrances of the sultanate palace
in Gaur. Unfortunately, during the
colonial period, European antique
collectors transferred many
inscriptions to their homelands.

Colonel Franklin, to cite one
example, moved quite a few Arabic
inscriptions — including the Chand
Darwaza inscription — from Bengal

to his country home in England.
Inscriptions serve as a missing
link to the past, offering many

historical clues otherwise
unavailable  elsewhere.  Arabic
and Persian inscriptions form

a significant element of Islamic
architectural decoration due to
their aesthetic appeal. They are
rich in textual content, artistic
manifestation, and diversity of
form. They shed fresh light on
the cultural dynamics of a crucial
period of history and help us
understand the complex religious
transformation process in the
region. These epigraphic evidences
suggest religious harmony,
cultural continuity, and mutual
understanding among peoples
of various identities in Sultanate
Bengal.

Titles in Islamic inscriptions
portray the worldly ambition for
power and glory of the ruling class,
albeit over-toned with religious
fervour, often turning into what
might today be termed “politically

correct” or “euphemistic
expressions”. The high
standards  displayed

in the literary

style of
these
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Early Islamic contact with Bengal.
Interreligious relations are Khan Jahan Rahmat Khan, built a of Islam, which represents more

an important lens through
which  to understand the
history and culture of the Bengal
Sultanate. One reason Muslim
dynasties lasted for such a long
time, compared with many earlier
dynasties such as the Pala and
the Sena, was that Muslim rulers,
in general, adopted a moderate
approach tointerreligiousrelations.
Indeed, they were far more tolerant
than they are usually given credit
for. None of the inscriptions record
any wilful destruction of religious
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Alternating Tughra and monumental thulth calligraphic styles in the
Chand Darwaza inscription at Mianahdar, in the royal garden of the
Badshahi Palace in Gaur, dated 871 A.H./1466-67 CE.

epigraphic texts, their aesthetic
exuberance, and their calligraphic
refinement remind us of cultural
continuity across different regions
— a phenomenon that may be
described as the “globalisation of
the old world”.

buildings or temples during the
Sultanate or Mughal periods.

The tradition of interfaith
marriages, for instance, existed, as
indicated in the Ghaibi Dighi Arabic
inscription. It records that Lakshmi,
a Hindu woman and the mother of

mosque in Sylhet in 868 A.H./1464
C.E. These epigraphic evidences
indicate religious harmony,
cultural continuity, and mutual
understanding among peoples of
various identities in that period.

Epigraphic evidence suggests
that Islam gradually assimilated
into Bengali life harmoniously
and became part of the land’s
natural experience — more as a
new civilisation that refreshed the
region with cultural dynamism
than as merely a set of ritualistic
tenets. Islam thus emerged as a
social system well suited to the
common people of rural Bengal.
It rapidly became a popular way
of life in the ever-growing Bengali
villages, as human settlement
expanded along the delta, alongside
the spread of rice cultivation and
the clearing of forested marshland.

Bengal’s remarkable ecological
balance and natural harmony
are represented in a number of
inscriptions, albeit in abstract
forms, as reflected in the
Babargram inscription (dated 905
A.H./Z1500 C.E.). Bengali Islam
was accommodating enough to
welcome  semi-Hinduised tribes,
nomads, and various other local
groups into a new civilisational
sphere, to the extent that non-
Muslims were free to visit mosques
— as depicted in the earliest Arabic
manuscript of Bengal, Hawd al-
Hayat — as well as khanqahs and
madrasas.

In an era when the
communication  revolution  is
gradually  turning the earth
into a global village, it is very
important for us to understand
the diverse and complex world

than one-fifth (nearly 23%) of the
human population. A tremendous
transformation is taking place
almost everywhere in the lives,
societies, and political systems of
these vast populations. These rapid
changes are especially visible in the
eastern parts of South Asia.

The resurgence of Islamic norms
and values among Muslims makes
it even more important that we
understand the history, religion,
and culture of the Islamic world in
their proper context and in greater
depth. Fortunately, the inscriptions
of Bengal have much to offer in
helping us understand historical
Islam.

A well-known French colonial
administrator in North Africa once
compared the world of Islam to a
resonant box: the faintest sound in
one corner reverberates throughout
the whole. As elsewhere in the
Islamic world, this apt metaphor
also finds expression in Bengal, a
significant part of which constitutes
present-day Bangladesh, the third
most populous Muslim country in
the world. Thus, despite their many
distinctive local cultural features,
one soon discovers in these
remarkable epigraphic treasures
a vibrant message — unity within
diversity — that is deeply rooted in
the pluralistic Bengali culture of
this eastern region of South Asia,
as much as in the broader Islamic
culture in both historical and
global contexts.

Prof Dr Mohammad Yusuf Siddiq
is a renowned expert in Islamic
history and epigraphy. He can be
contacted at siddig.mohammad@
gmail.com.
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BPL Big Bash League Sunrisers Eastern
Rangpur vs Chattogram | Hobart Hurricanes | (ape vs Pretoria
Live from 1:00 pm vs Melbourne (apitals
Rajshahi vs Noakhali Renegades Live from

Live from 6:00 pm Live from 2:15pm | 7:30 pm

A league in a hurry

WFL returns today

SPORTS REPORTER

The much-awaited Bangladesh Women’s Football League [WFL]
kicks off on Monday with 11 teams, but serious doubts persist over
whether the competition will provide any meaningful sporting
value amid uneven team formation, logistical shortcomings and
the absence of commercial backing.

Bangladesh Police take on Bangladesh Army in the opening
match before defending champions Nasrin Academy face
BKSP at the Birshreshtha Shaheed Mostafa Kamal Stadium in
Kamalapur - the league’s sole venue.

Organised after a gap of one and a half years, the league
appears hurried and procedural, raising concerns that it is
being staged largely to satisfy Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) requirements rather than to nurture competitive women’s
football. AFC statutes demand a minimum of 10 matches per
team, a condition the Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) has
met by enrolling exactly 11 teams in a single-leg round-robin
format.

As many as 55 matches will be crammed into just 33 days,
with up to five matches scheduled on most match days. Limited
floodlight facilities, the lack of alternative venues and an intense
match calendar threaten to compromise player welfare and
match quality.

In an effort to create balance, the BFF placed 36 players in a
central pool, allowing clubs to sign five senior players from Pot-1,
five age-group players from Pot-2 and one goalkeeper from Pot-3.
However, the results have been starkly uneven.

Newcomers Rajshahi Stars, bankrolled by Nabil Group, have
assembled a formidable squad featuring 11 national team players,
while Farashganj have recruited six. In contrast, five teams will
compete without a single national team player, relying largely on
academy footballers or personnel from services teams.

Delending champions Nasrin Academy have also been hit by
the imbalance. Club owner Nasrin Begum said she was able (o
sign only one age-group national team player, highlighting the
financial constraints faced by most teams.

“Funding and sponsorship are the main issues. Most clubs
are depending on academy players because there is no financial
support,” she said.

The league itself does not have a title sponsor.

Foreign participation is equally limited. Although each team is
allowed to sign four overseas players and field two in a match, only
Farashganj have recruited two Nepalese footballers, while Nasrin
Academy are trying to rope in one Australian-Bangladeshi player.

The scheduling also mirrors earlier contradictions in planning.
National team coach Peter Butler had previously criticised the
decision to allow players to compete in the Bhutan Women’s
League, warning that a lack of competitive fixtures would harm
fitness and sharpness. His concerns appeared justified after heavy
national team defeats against Thailand and during last month’s
Tri-Nation series. Similar risks now loom over a league squeezed
into a short window with minimal recovery time.

BFF women’s wing chairman Mahfuza Akter Kiron
acknowledged the organisational challenges.

“Organising multiple matches on a single day is definitely
challenging. However, we have to finish the league within one
month, so we don’t have any alternatives,” she said, citing
limitations in floodlights and facilities.

She also confirmed a lack of interest from established clubs.

“We sent invitation letters to everyone. Ataur Rahman Bhuiyan
Academy did not submit an entry. Abahani said they would form
a team next year.”

Adding to the sense of disarray, the BFF failed to provide a
complete list of team registrations less than 24 hours before the
league’s opening day.

KHALID HOSSAIN

Will Emon’s
‘courageous’ move
to No. 4 work in
the long run?

ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

Parvez Hossain Emon has batted mostly as an
opener in Bangladesh’s T20I side, but with an
opener-heavy top order at the moment, Emon
could be seen at a new position in the upcoming
T20 World Cup.

Sylhet Titans have handed him the number-
four role in the ongoing Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL), and the 23-year-old made an
immediate impact in his two outings so far.
However, whether his natural instincts align
with the position going forward remains a
question.

In his first match for Sylhet, Emon struck
an unbeaten 65 off 33 balls. His changed role
saw him come to the crease in the ninth over
against a softer ball, not always a comfortable
prospect for an opener. However, the way he
adapted -- batting in the daytime with the ball
gripping the surface and then adjusting again

under lights in Sylhet’'s next match -- was
viewed positively.

“When you start something, you don’t get
comfortable immediately,” BCB chief selector
Gazi Ashraf Hossain Lipu told The Daily Star
on Sunday when asked about Emon.

“Especially batting during the day and at
night, there is a difference in application, and
being able to adapt was good. I am happy that
he showed the courage to sacrifice his own
position and bat elsewhere,” Lipu added.

After his fifty-plus knock in the first game,
Emon said he was ready for any role, explaining
that batting at number four allows him to “test
and prove” himself, even though opening the
innings is where he is “most comfortable”.

Sylhet captain Mehidy Hasan Miraz suggested
after the opening match against Rajshahi

Warriors that, with the World Cup approaching,
Emon was being “given an opportunity” to bat
at four for the franchise.

Out of his 30 T20Is for Bangladesh, Emon
has opened the innings 28 times. His only
T20I appearance at number four came in the
final match of the last series against Ireland.
With Tanzid Tamim and Saif Hassan also in
the opening mix, there was discussion about
utilising openers in different roles, which was
reflected in that final game.

“We had a plan that since he [Emon] can bat
at four, if Saif Hassan opens, he will be able to
bat at four easily because I thought Saif wasn’t
that comfortable at four,” selector Hasibul

Hossain Shanto told The Daily Star yesterday.
Hasibul also said that he had spoken to Emon
about the number-four role he is currently
playing [or his franchise.
“Everyone is seeing it [his comfort at four]. I
told Parvez, ‘Look, you are scoring runs in T20s

at four,” and he agreed. He will play at four, and
if he is successful, he won’t need to go back to
opening,” Hasibul said.

However, Hasibul insisted that the national
selectors did not ask Sylhet Titans to play Emon
at number four, although he mentioned that
“maybe someone from the board did”. He also
made it clear that the role is not set in stone for
the batter.

Emon’s ability to adapt could see him
continue at number four, depending on how
many innings he gets there for Sylhet. Whether
he develops the softer hands required to
negotiate spin in the middle overs may define
his success both in the BPL and in upcoming
events, but whether this adaptation takes
something away from his natural game remains
to be seen.

A year long yearned for

Brac Bank Aparajeyo Alo Women’s Hockey
Tournament continues in full swing as two
matches took place at the Maulana Bhasani
National Hockey Stadium in Dhaka on Sunday.
Zone 2 (Dhaka & Mymensingh) faced Zone 4
(Chattogram & Sylhet), while Zone 1 (Rajshahi &
Rangpur) squared off against Zone 3 (Khulna &
Barishal). A total of five zones are playing in the
final round of the competition. With BKSP being
regarded as a single zone, the four other zones
feature two divisions each. The tournament will
conclude on December 31. PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

Miles apart, yet
redefining football

The year 2025 unfolded like an epilogue written
by destiny itself—one more chapter where football
refused to let its greatest rivalry fade quietly into
history. Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, the
two superstars who defined a generation, spent
the year thousands of miles apart, in different
leagues, cultures, and systems. Yet, once again,
they ended the year doing what they have always
done best: winning, inspiring, and redefining what
longevity looks like at the very top of sport.

Messi starred for Inter Miami, winning the
MLS Golden Boot and was named MLS MVP for
the second straight year. The Argentine superstar
helped Miami win their first MLS Cup, earning
MLS Cup MVP with two assists in the final. Across
all competitions in the calendar year he totaled 46
goals and 28 assists in 54 appearances.

Ronaldo, at 40, continued to score prolifically
for Al-Nassr and Portugal, finishing the year with
38 goals and 4 assists in 44 appearances, including
key strikes as Portugal won the UEFA Nations
League, and remained a dominant scoring force in
the Saudi Pro League.

**Read full story on The Daily Star website

It would be easy to begin with cliches:
underdogs, fairy tales, David and Goliath.
However, the story of Bangladesh women’s
football in 2025 refuses the comfort of
familiar labels.

It began with whispers that became
shouts, with footsteps that hesitated, with
hearts that doubted. It ended with a quiet
rewriting of history, the kind that does not
announce itself loudly, but lingers.

Context matters. The men’s national team
have qualified for Asia’s premier competition
just once -- back in 1979, a moment preserved
like an old photograph. The women this
year went further than any Bangladesh side
had managed in nearly half a century. They
qualified for the AFC Women’s Asian Cup for
the first time, doing so as the lowest-ranked
team (128) ever to enter the tournament.
Rankings -- which rose to a record 24 spots
afterwards - like expectations, were politely
ignored.

The year began in turbulence. February
brought revolt. Senior players, led by Sabina
Khatun, publicly called for the removal of
head coach Peter Butler, citing grievances
over favouritism, tone, and trust. The dispute
unfolded not in hushed corridors but in full

public view, with press conferences as tense
as any monsoon-soaked district cup final.
The team that had delivered back-to-back
SAFF titles seemed to unravel in real time.

Butler remained unmoved, though, like
a lighthouse amid storm and flood. The
federation chose continuity. Contracts were
honoured, compromises reached, and the
noise gradually receded. However, some
familiar faces did not return, leaving an
unmistakable reminder that every rebellion
carries its casualties.

What followed was a quiet revolution as
the English coach continued to trust youth,
demand discipline, and insist on a game that
thought before it ran. May-June’s friendly
draws against superior-ranked Indonesia and
Jordan offered clues for what was in store.

In July, in Myanmar, the lessons
were tested. Victories over Bahrain and
Turkmenistan came with assurance, but in
the decisive match against the hosts, Ritu
Porna Chakma appeared as though conjured
by the spirits of the riverbanks. She scored

twice, with the lightness of a dancer and the main event in Australia. Domestic structures

precision of a hunter. Bangladesh qualified
and did it with style: tactically sophisticated,
emotionally resonant, and quietly audacious.

Ritu Porna’s year came to symbolise
the shift. Both Ritu Porna and the national
women'’s team were rewarded with two of the
nation’s highest civilian honours, with the
forward earning the Rokeya Padak and the
team being awarded the Ekushey Padak.

More subtly, the team’s thoughtful playing
style began to change language itself. They
were spoken of less as “women footballers”
and more simply as footballers, practitioners
of a shared craft.

The momentum ran deeper. The U-20
side lifted the SAFF Championship at home
and qualified for their Asian finals, like their
seniors. The U-17s, even in defeat, added their
notes to a swelling chorus.

Success brought attention, sometimes
in unexpected forms. A men’s youth team
coach admitted on record that the women’s
achievements were putting pressure on the
men --an unintended but telling compliment.

Yet setbacks remained. While Bangladesh
played more international matches than in
any recent year, straight losses to Thailand,
Malaysia, and Azerbaijan underlined the
distance still to be travelled before next year’s

lagged behind ambition, pushing players to
seek minutes abroad, in Bhutan or on futsal
courts. Eventually, the Women’s Football
League saw daylight - starting on December
29 after nearly a one-and-a-half-year gap.

Butler spoke openly of the need to rise
beyond South Asia, a standard he described
as “terrible”, and towards Asia proper. It was
clear that this team had stopped measuring
themselves against neighbours, setting their
sights on what was previously out of reach
- like the Olympics and the World Cup.

The reception after qualification
captured the paradox. There was pride,
yes, but also insistence. Captain Afeida
Khandokar spoke of the need for much
better nutrition, facilities, and preparation.
It was the language of a team that had
outgrown novelty and begun (o negotiate
with the future.

2025 began in rebellion. It ended in belief.
Amid limited facilities and modest coverage,
Bangladesh women’s football became the
country’s most successful national team
of the year. They proved that progress does
not always arrive with trumpets. Sometimes
it comes quietly, like water finding its way
through stone, reshaping the landscape
without asking permission.
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HADI MURDER
Charge sheet
within 10 days

Says home adviser;

Ingilab Moncho

VOWS LO continue
movement

cops admit suspects Its blockade halts traflic in cities
fled to India STAR REPORT
STAFF CORRESPONDENT Leaders and activists of Ingilab Moncho blocked th

Investigators expect to submit the
charge sheet in the murder case of
Sharif Osman Bin Hadi, a frontline
fighter of the July uprising, within
the next 10 days, likely by January 7,
Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury said yesterday.

Speaking to reporters after a law
and order core committee meeting
at the Secretariat, the adviser said the
probe is now in its final stage.

He noted that progress has been
made based on information obtained
from arrestees, witness statements,
and a comprehensive assessment of
recovered evidence.

“The interim government is
determined to ensure justice,” the
adviser said, adding that police, BGB,
Rab, and other intelligence agencies

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

justice for slain leader Sharif Osman Bin Hadi.

Leaders and activists of Ingilab Moncho blocked the Shahbagh intersection for the third consecutive day yesterday, demanding

PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

Shahbagh intersection in Dhaka yesterday afternoon
as part of their “all-out blockade” programme in
divisional cities, including Chattogram, Cumilla,
Barishal, Rajshahi, Khulna, and Sylhet, demanding
justice for slain leader Sharif Osman Bin Hadi.

The blockade at Shahbagh began at 2:00pm.
However, by around 11:00am, a number of protesters
already ook positions on adjacent roads, chanting
slogans seeking justice for Hadi.

The protesters occupied the Shahbagh intersection
from Friday and continued their sit-in overnight amid
the cold weather.

They left the area early yesterday after Abdullah Al
Jaber, member secretary of the platform, announced
an expanded blockade programme in divisional cities.

Demonstrators returned ahead of the scheduled
time to take part in yesterday’s programme. They
said they would continue their protest until justice is
ensured.

“Statements from the administration are nothing
but eyewash. They are trying to buy time. The

SEE PAGE 7 COL 2

1 SECONDARY-LEVEL STUDENTS MYANMAR POLLS
Six on remand . Weak turnout D.ense fog hamp 15
over Keraniganj ‘A Me€w year without tull .7y phasea  river, road transport
lection Mercury to dip further,
madr asa blaSt Set Of bOOkS for many ?unta touts stability says met office
Police claim suspects are STATUS OF TEXTBOOK PRINTING (GS of Dec 26) N STAR REPORT

supporters of banned JMJB

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Grade

Books Required |

Completion (in %)

war and questions over the
election’s credibility, the

of the country were severely disrupted due to

Class 6 4.43cr 80% initial round of Myanmar’s d?l?ls:e fog 'lam’id thehongoiqg colddsgelé g’ezterday.
) , ” ; 7 phased general election Nikli upazila in Kishoreganj recorde .8 degrees
POIIC? hf‘"e arrested six people and filed a case over the Class 7 4.16cr 56% closed yesterday, with signs Celsius yesterday, the lowest temperature of the season
recovery of chemicals, explosives, and bomb -making Class 8 4.02 40% of low voter turnout for the so far, according to the Bangladesh Meteorological
materials from Ummal Qura International Madrasa in ass -uecr ° first polls since a military Department (BMD).
Keraniganj following an explqsmn there QnFrlda}’manlng. Class 9 & 10 5.55¢cr 82% coup in 2021. ’ “The temperature will drop further in
The prime accused, Shelkh.Al Amin, 32, a director The junta, having the next few days,” said Aktaruzzaman
of the rr}adr:asa who was previously arrested on terror crushed  pro democracy Faruk, an official of the Met Office.
Charges, is still at large. monitoring delaying the process. protests after the coup A BMD bulletin issued at 9:00am yeSterday said

Sub-Inspector Rafiqul Islam of South Keraniganj
Police Station filed the case under the Anti-Terrorism Act
against seven named individuals. Six to seven unidentified

ARAFAT RAHAMAN

With the new academic year just two
days away, the National Curriculum

Eighth-grade students are likely to be
the worst affected, with only 21.5 percent
of their textbooks dispatched. The figure

and sparked a nationwide
rebellion, said the
three-phase vote would

moderate to thick fog may occur at places across the
country from Monday midnight till morning and may
continue until noon.

persons were also accused. and Textbook Board (NCTB) has yet to stands at 37 percent for Class 7. Students  bring  political ~ stability “Air navigation, inland river transport and road
Besides Al Amin, the others named in the case are distribute more than 40 percent of the in both classes are supposed to receive (o the  impoverished communication may be temporarily disrupted due to

Shahin, alias Abu Bakar, alias Musa, alias Diba Sultan, 32; 21.43 crore textbooks for secondary-level ~ a set of 12 textbooks each, according to Southeast Asian nation, thick fog,” it added.

Aminur, alias Darji Amin, 50; Shafiar Rahman Fakir, 36; students, leaving many (o begin classes NCTB officials. despite international Meanwhile, the Bangladesh Inland Water Transport

Asiya Begum, 28; Yasmin Akter, 21; and Asmani Khatun,
alias Asma, 32.

All six were arrested from different parts of the capital
and other areas between Friday and yesterday.

The explosion occurred at the madrasa in the
Hasnabad Housing area around 10:25am on Friday,
causing severe damage to the madrasa building and
nearby establishments.

SEE PAGE 7 COL 6

without a full set of books.

As of December 27,
responsible for overseeing the printing
and distribution of textbooks, has
delivered around 59 percent of the
books to schools across the country. It
has so far managed to print nearly two-
thirds of the secondary-level textbooks,
with tender cancellations and weak
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Some oflicials said these students may
not receive all their books by January
unless the printing process is brought
under stricter oversight.

Students of Class 6 and 9 are
comparatively better off, as the NCTB has
so far distributed around 70 percent and
72 percent of their textbooks respectively.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

the NCTB,

Dhaka rejects

Delhi’s remarks
on minorities

STAR REPORT

Dhaka has rejected the recent remarks made by the
spokesperson of India’s Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) regarding the situation of minority communities
in Bangladesh.

At the same time, the Bangladesh government urged
various quarters in India to refrain from spreading
misleading narratives on minority issues.

On Friday, MEA Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said, “The unremitting hostility against minorities
in Bangladesh, including Hindus, Christians and
Buddhists at the hands of extremists, is a matter of
grave concern.

“Over 2,900 incidents of violence against minorities,
including cases of killings, arsons, and land grabs, have
been documented by independent sources during the
tenure of the interim government. These incidents

SEE PAGE 7 COL 2
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Brigitte
Bardot
dies at 91

AFP, Paris

movie
star and
animal
rights
activist Brigitte Bardot
has died at age 91,

foundation  said

She died in her
Saint-Tropez home,
La Madrague, on the
French Riviera.

SEE PAGE 7 COL 6

condemnation of the
exercise.
SEE PAGE 7 COL 6

Authority (BIWTA) directed the suspension of waterway
transport operations yesterday evening.
SEE PAGE 7 COL 1
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