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One dead as
anchored vessel
catches fire

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

One person was killed yesterday in a fire that broke
out on a ship anchored in Cox’s Bazar before its
scheduled voyage to St Martin’s Island.

The blaze erupted around 6:30am on the vessel
The Atlantic Cruise while it was anchored in the
Bakkhali river near the Nuniachhara BIWTA jetty,
said Wakil Uddin, port officer of the BIWTA.

The deceased, Nur Kamal, 25, a resident
of Teknaf and a staff member of the ship, was
reportedly asleep on board at the time of the
incident.

Syed Muhammad Morshed Hossain, deputy
assistant director of Cox’s Bazar Fire Service and
Civil Defence, said, “We received information
around 7:00am and rushed to the spot. Three fire
service units brought the fire under control.”

“Initially, the ship authorities said the fire
originated from an electrical short circuit,” he
added.

Mazar vandalised
in Thakurgaon

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon
The Shah Sattyapir Mazar was vandalised, and several
graves were damaged in the shrine compound in Sadar
upazila of Thakurgaon early yesterday.

Local followers of Shah Sattyapir gathered at the site
in the morning, expressed anger over the incident and
demanded stern action against those responsible.

Enamul Haque, president of the shrine committee,
said devotees regularly conduct religious activities at the
shrine and that no “immoral activities” have ever taken
place there.

“Yet unidentified miscreants vandalised the shrine s &
and damaged several graves in the dead of night,” he said,
adding, “Those responsible must not be spared.”

He also said preparations were underway to file a case
in connection with the incident.

Thakurgaon Sadar Police Station Officer-in-Charge
Md Monir Hossain said police are investigating the
incident.

Visiting the site, Upazila Nirbahi Officer Khairul Islam
said the offenders will be identified soon.

Over 75,000 apply
for SUST entry test

UNB, Sylhet
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The 8th convocation of United International University was held on its campus on Madani Avenue in Dhaka
yesterday. Buet Vice-Chancellor Prof Abu Borhan Mohammad Badruzzaman presided over the ceremony. University
Grants Commission member Prof Mohammad Anwar Hossen attended as the special guest, while Prof M Taher
A Saif of the University of lllinois Urbana-CGhampaign, lllinois, USA, delivered the convocation speech. The ceremony
was also addressed by UIU Chairman Hasan Mahmood Raja and Vice-Chancellor Prof Md Abul Kashem Mia.

Illegal topsoil trade
threatens farming

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar
Indiscriminate extraction of fertlle
topsoil from agricultural land
during the dry season continues
unabated in Habiganj, posing a
serious threat to food security and
environmental sustainability, warn
environmentalists and locals.

upazila seized four soil-laden tractors
allegedly linked to Chhota Mia, a
Ward-3 member of Bamoi Union
Parishad. The tractors were later
handed over to Lakhai Police Station
in the presence of Union Parishad
Chairman Arif Ahmed Rupon.

in Shayestaganj alleged that soil
is being extracted daily from the
Sherpur, Keshabpur and Rishipara
areas.

“Fight to ten tractors loaded with
soil pass through our village every
day. People remain silent because
influential groups are involved,”
said Raju Mia of Zainabad village in

More than 75,000 students have applied online to sit for
the first-year, first-semester undergraduate admission
tests of Shahjalal University of Science and Technology
(SUST) for the 2025-26 academic session.

Member Secretary of the Admission Committee Prof
Mohammad Selim confirmed that a total of 75,023
applicants submitted their applications before the
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Cox’s Bazar Sadar UNO Tanzila Tasnim said the
fire broke out while the vessel was anchored and

deadline. The applications were received for A, B and A2 Every winter, profit driven soil Bahubal. preparing for its journey to St Martin’s Island.

(sub-unit for Architecture) units. traders allegedly remove topsoil from Lakhai Police Station Sub- She confirmed there were no tourists on board
According to the admission committee, the entrance farmlands in Shayestaganj, Bahubal, inspector Masud Rana said at the time.

examination for Unit A will be held on January 13, while Nabiganj and Chunarughat upazilas, preliminary ~ findings indicate Hosain Islam Bahadur, general secretary of

the test for Unit B is scheduled for January 14. The
examinations will take place at designated centres in
Sylhet and the capital, Dhaka.

As per the admission guidelines, merit lists will be
prepared out of a total of 100 marks. The score will be
calculated based on the marks obtained in the admission
test (out of 80). For HSC 2025 candidates, the combined
GPA of SSC and HSC examinations will be multiplied by
two, while for HSC 2024 candidates, the combined GPA
will be multiplied by 1.6.

taking advantage of weak monitoring
by the authorities.

Locals allege that organised
middlemen buy topsoil from farmers
at nominal prices and sell it at much
higher rates to industrial and private
establishments, rendering vast tracts
of cropland less productive.

On December 25, residents of
the Manman Haor area in Lakhai

the Sea Cruise Operator Owners Association
of Bangladesh, said around 180 passengers had
been scheduled to travel on the vessel, but the fire
started before boarding began.

He added that the passengers were safely
transferred to other vessels.

Following the incident, Cox’s Bazar Deputy
Commissioner Md A Mannan announced
the formation of a five member investigation
committee to determine the cause of the fire.

that the seized tractors belong to
a local UP member, adding that
authorities are considering filing a
regular case or proceeding through
a mobile court.

Bahubal Assistant
Commissioner (Land) Mahbubul
Islam said mobile court drives are
conducted whenever information is
received.

Earlier, mobile courts fined several
individuals for illegal soil extraction

across the district. In Bahubal
upazila, a man identified as Nanu
Mia was fined Tk 50,000 for cutting
fertile soil from agricultural land in
the Joynabad area.

Residents of Brahmandora Union

Campaigning ends amid hope A serious threat to press freedom, democracy Rivals agree

FROM PAGE 12
FROM PAGE 3 ) students, listened to their their support wherever we FROMPAGE3 ) “We hoped for justice joined the protest. deputy head (online) of rocket fire and artillery
Abdul  Alim  Arif, GS problems, and received went, so we are optimistic. Members of the Crime under the new government, Speaking there, Kader Prothom Alo, said attackers barrages. The clashes were

candidate of the Chhatra
Shibir-backed  Odommo
JnUian Oikko panel, said
their campaign had been
strong from the beginning.

“We spoke regularly with

A 7-storied buillding with a lotal

Signboard, Gazipur,
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Contact: 01713-24307
01713-243065, Email:

saifulislamgazipur2025@gmail. com

positive feedback. However,
we still have concerns about
the fairness of the polls,” he
said, adding that they hope
for a transparent election.
Shahin Mia, assistant
general secretary  (AGS)
candidate of the Jatiya

We want a fair election, but
the election commission
has  disappointed us
repeatedly. We hope those
mistakes are not repeated
on election day,” he said.
According to the schedule
announced on November 5

Chhatra Shakti-backed the election was initially set
Oikoboddho JnUian for December 22. However,
panel, said they received following a campus closure
encouraging responses due to earthquake-related

from students.
“Students have voiced

panic, a revised schedule was
announced on December 4.

We request all his relatives, friends and well wishers to pray
for his departed soul.

The 40™ Death Anniversary of
Late Rahimullah Choudhury,
arenowned industrialist of the
country and former Member,
National Assembly (M.N.A),
being observed on the 28"
December, 2025 both at his
village home 1n Matubhuiya,
Feni and 1n Dhaka by The
Insaniyat Society, an N.G.O.
founded by him for the education
and welfare of the destitute in the
society.

Family Members of
Late Rahimullah Choudhury
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Strengthening of BGD e-GOV CIRT (2" Revised) Project
Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC)
BCC Information and Communication Technology Division
Ministry of Posts, Telecommunications and Information Technology
ICT Tower, Plot # E-14/X, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh
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Memeo No. 56.01.0000.037.07.058.25-712

This is to notify all concern that the following e-tender have published through e-GP portal.

Date: 28 December 2025
e-Tender Notice

Tender i .
Sl i Online Tender Last selling &
Na. 1D, Package .Nﬁ,' & Date of Name of Package Closing Date and Time
Publishing

Tender ID: 1189690, g 7

Tender Package # eTender- | Supply, Installation & E;séo“;ﬁg i e
0l | G-49 Commissioning of Cyber Security i i

Publishing Date: Software/Toals. ﬁ?mﬁ D?ﬂiﬁ?ﬁ%}m

28 December 2025 ! :

The interested Person/firms may visit the website www.eprocure.gov.bd to get the details of the tender.

This is an online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/ hard
copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender registration in the Mational e-GP system portal
{hitp:/www.eprocure, gov.bd) is required.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National ¢-GP system portal and from ¢-GP  help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd, Dial 16575 to reach e-GP helpdesk.)

SD/-
Project Director

Reporters Association of
Bangladesh (CRAB) formed
a human chain in front of'its
office, while the Bangladesh
Photojournalists
Association  (BPJA)  held
another in front of Jatiya
Press Club.

In Brahmanbaria, the
Brahmanbaria Democratic
Unity organised a protest
in front of the district press
club.

Speaking at the CRAB
programme, Dhaka
Reporters  Unity  (DRU)
President Abu Saleh Akond
said the attacks on Prothom
Alo and The Daily Star were
assaults on press freedom
and democracy.

He said journalists
had struggled for 16 years
for media freedom and
democratic restoration,
during which more than
1,500 people were Kkilled
and thousands were injured.
“The government in power
today is the result of that
struggle,” he added.

Abu Saleh alleged that
sections of the police and
administration failed to
act despite having prior
information about the
attacks, adding that timely
intervention could have
prevented the incidents.

He also said many officials
still carried the mindset of
the previous fascist regime.

Referring to the killing of
65 to 70 journalists over the
years, including journalist
couple Sagor Sarwar and
Meherun Runi, he said
justice had not been served
in most cases.

but instead we saw media
houses being set on fire,” he
said, urging journalists to
remain united.

“Today it is Prothom
Alo and The Daily Star.
Tomorrow it could be any of
us.”

CRAB President Mirza
Mehedi Tamal said attacks
on media outlets were not
new but described the recent
incidents as unprecedented.

“Media cannot be
silenced by attacks. It has
always stood back up, and
this time these two media
houses did so,” he said.

Lazzat  Enab  Mohsi,
deputy editor of Prothom
Alo, said not only the
attackers but also those who
instigated and encouraged

the violence must be
brought to justice.
The programme was

moderated by  CRAB
Secretary MM  Badsha.
Former DRU president
Shakhawat Hossain
Badsha; Prothom Alo
Executive Editor Sazzad
Sharif; Tipu Sultan, head
of politics and crime at
Prothom Alo; and The
Daily Star’s senior reporter,
Tuhin Shubhra Adhikary
also spoke.

Former CRAB presidents
Kamruzzaman Khan,
Modhusudhan Mandal

and Khairuzzaman Kamal,
along with current and
former leaders of DRU and
CRAB, were also present.
At the BPRJA programme
in front of the Jatiya Press
Club, leaders of various
journalist organisations

Two sent to jail over

FROM PAGE 3
According o the case
documents, the attack was
carried out with the intent
tointimidate, cause damage,
disrupt office operations
and prevent the publication
of the newspaper.

The value of Prothom
Alo’s looted property is
estimated at Tk 2.50 crore,

while the total damage
caused by  vandalism
and arson amounts (o
approximately Tk 32 crore,
the case statement also
said. Farlier, a total of 32
people were sent to jail in
connection with two cases
filed over the attacks on the
offices of The Daily Star and
Prothom Alo in Dhaka city.

Ferry services resume

FROM PAGE 3
The vessels later resumed
movement once conditions
normalised.

The prolonged halt in
ferry services led to long
queues of trucks, buses
and private vehicles at
Paturia in  Manikganj

and Daulatdia Ghat in
Rajbari, causing severe
suffering to passengers and
drivers. BIWTC officials
said ferry operations have
now returned to normal
and efforts are underway
to clear the backlog of
vehicles.

Gani Chowdhury, secretary
general of a faction of the
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists, recalled scenes
of flames engulfing The
Daily Star and Prothom Alo,
saying journalists were left
helpless and desperate to
save their lives.

“One sister had taken
shelter on the rooftop of The
Daily Star. Her pleas that day
shook the conscience of the
world,” he said.

“What kind of civilisation
is this? What kind of
humanity? How canburning
people alive be considered
a part of civilisation or
humanity?”  he  asked,
describing the attacks as
assaults on democracy.

He urged the government
to take action against those
responsible. “If justice is
not ensured, such crimes
will increase, and the
government will bear a
permanent stain.”

Shawkat Hossain Masum,

this time came with their
faces uncovered, believing
they would face no
consequences.

“There is not only a plan
to silence us, but a plan to
cut our throats,” he said.

The rally, moderated
by BPJA President AKM
Mohsin, was also addressed
by Dhaka Journalists

reignited early this month
after a breakdown in a
ceasefire that US President
Donald Trump and
Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim had helped
broker to halt a previous
round of fighting. “Both
sides agree (0 maintain
current troop deployments
without further movement,”
the ministers said in a joint
statement on the ceasefire.

Union President Shahidul
Islam, The Daily Star Chief
Photographer Anisur
Rahman, and BPJA General
Secretary Babul Talukder,
among others.

In Brahmanbaria, a
protest organised by the

“Any reinforcement
would heighten tensions
and negatively affect long
term efforts to resolve the
situation,” according to the
statement released on social
media by Cambodia.

Cambodia’s top diplomat,

Brahmanbaria Democratic  prak Sokhonn, and his
Unity demanded  the Thai counterpart, Sihasak
immediate arrest of those Phuangketkeow, will meet
involved in the attacks. with  Chinese  Foreign

Minister Wang Yi in China’s
Yunnan province on Sunday
and Monday to discuss the
border situation, according
to a statement from
Cambodian foreign ministry
and a Thai official.

Leaders and activists of
various social, cultural and
professional organisations,
along with students and
journalists, joined the
demonstration.

Bangladesh Red Crescent Society

National Head Quarter (NHQ)
684-686, Red Crescent Sarak, Bara Moghbazar, Dhaka 1217,
PABX; +E8-02-48310188-9, Exi; 222, 258, Dirgct:

INVITATION FOR RE-TENDER

1. Invitation Reference, Tender 1D No, and Date
2. Procuring Entity Name
3. Name of Requisition Depariment

+HE-02-8333430, web: www, bdres.org

Pro. {Log.) 4862025, Tender ID:; 782025 Date; 24/12/2025
Secretary General, NHQ), BDRCS ) ) |
Holy Family Red Crescent Medical College, |, Eskaton Garden
Ill.nd i)hu.- T

4, lmplemented by

5, Invitation for

&, Procurement Method
Budget and Source of Funds
8, Work Details

EuuppI}.I Ln.-.:aJIJlllun .!'.'. Construction uf U:llLanl \turL at Holy
Family Red Crescent Medical College.

Open Tendering Method {OTM), One stage two envelops.

Haoly Family Own Fund |
LOT-D: Supply, Installation & Commissioning of 13 Persons 1000
K gs Passenger Lift at Female Hostel.

%, Purchase of Tender document

Tender documents and schedules with detailed information ere

available at the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS)

website: www.bdres.org. and www. lifreme.edu.bd Tender Schedule

Dewnload Link: hitps://bdres.org! [Lnd_n,i

Important Details:

+ Interested bidders are reguested 1o collect the tender
documents  within  the stipulsied tmeframe  from  the
mentioned link/BDRCS website,

® A Tender Schedule purchase fee for LOT-D for BDT
3,000.00 is applicable. This fee is non-refundable

e The purchase fee should be paid through bKash aumber
D1894-R06393 (BDROCS Merchant Account),

& Please mention the bKash transaction reference number on
top of the tender schedule

. Please mention the tender reference number Pro. (Log.)
4E6/2025, Tender ID: 782025 Date: 24/12/2025 in the bKash
transition

+  Failure to include the bKash transaction reference number
may result in the disqualification of your bid,

10. Tender Schedule availuble from website/link 28-12-2025

| 11. Tender Closing Date and Time

26 at 3:00 PM

12 Tender Opening [ate and Time

12-01- at 3:15 PM

15, Eligibility of Tenderer

17. Tender Security Amount

13. Address of Tender Submission & Opening

14, Place/Date/Time of Pre-Tender Meeting

Logistics Department, National Hesdquorters, BDRCS, 684-6G86
Red Crescent Road, Bara Maghbazar, Dhaka-1217 |
06-01-2026 at 11.00 am in the Logistics Meeting Room, National
Headguarters, BDRCS, 684-686 Red Crescent Road, Bam

| Maghbazar, Dhaka-1217
Az lh.:' Tcn:icr Documents,

otal qm}lrd value as |'||_r LOT,

18, Completion Time in months

As per Tender Documents.

Size: 3 col x 6"

The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society reserves the right fo accept or reject any or all tender or split the order
without assigning any reason and will not be bound to accept the lowest bid.

Dr. Kabir M. Ashraf Alam nde
Secretary General




