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The Boxing Day action gets underway with the fourth 
Ashes Test between Australia and England at the 
iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground, starting at 5:30am 
(Bangladesh time) on Friday. Star Sports 1 and 2 will 
broadcast the match live. Australia have already 
retained the Ashes, having secured dominant 
victories in the first three Tests of the series.

SPORTS REPORTER

As the newest edition of the 
Bangladesh Premier League (BPL) 
is quickly approaching, the old 
problems from previous seasons 
-- payments delays and last-minute 
scrambling for overseas cricketers 
-- have returned. The grand opening 
ceremony in Dhaka had already 
been scrapped owing to security 
concerns, and on Wednesday, the 
pre-season captain’s photoshoot 
with the trophy was also been 
canned. Even amid all this, the 
players remain hopeful of a vibrant 
BPL. 
Payment concerns resurface
Payment issues that plagued last 
season’s BPL have resurfaced 
as several franchises have not 
cleared 25 percent of players’ total 
payments -- as required under 
tournament bylaws -- with just two 
days remaining before the opening 
fixtures.
A Chattogram Royals’ player told 
The Daily Star on Wednesday, 
“No payments have been made.” 
Sources from Sylhet Titans 
indicated that payments were due 
and a source from Noakhali Express 
also revealed that payments were 
yet to be made.
Dhaka Capitals skipper 
Mohammad Mithun confirmed 
during a press conference that 
his team had received 25 percent 
of their payments, a claim 
corroborated by several players.
Rangpur Riders’ media department 
confirmed that 50 percent of 
payments to local players have 
been completed. Rajshahi Warriors’ 

media officials said 25 percent 
payment has been made, along with 
nine days’ Travelling Allowance and 
Dearness Allowance (TADA) for 
both local and foreign players--a 
claim supported by two players.
Foreign player crisis hits 
Chattogram
With less than 36 hours to go before 

BPL 12 gets underway, Chattogram 
are yet to welcome any of their 
overseas player and even head 
coach Justin Kemp has not arrived 
as of Wednesday.
Chattogram had roped in Pakistani 
spinner Abrar Ahmed as a direct 
signing and bought Sri Lanka’s 
Niroshan Dickwella and Angelo 

Perera at the auction and post-
auction, they confirmed Irish 
batter Paul Stirling, South Africa’s 
Cameron Delport and Pakistan’s 
Kamran Ghulam and Mirza Tahir 
Baig.
However, apart from Delport, 
Kamran and Mirza -- who 
themselves are yet to reach Dhaka 

-- the rest have opted out.
Meanwhile, Noakhali’s Sri Lankan 
recruit Kusal Mendis has been 
ruled out of the tournament owing 
to injury. Pakistani recruits Hassan 
Eisakhil and Haider Ali have arrived 
and the franchise is hopeful that a 
few more overseas players will join 
in Sylhet on Thursday. 
No captains’ photoshoot
BPL officials confirmed on 
Wednesday that there will be no 
captains’ photoshoot before the 
tournament this season. 
Officials also said heavy security 
measures have been put in place in 
Sylhet, where franchises are holding 
their final practice sessions ahead 
of the tournament opener.
Players remain upbeat
Nepali leg-spinner Sandeep 
Lamichchane, who last played in 
the BPL in 2019 and will represent 
Rajshahi, expressed optimism 
about his side’s chances.
“The kind of potential our team is 
carrying, the local players have to 
step up. Here in Rajshahi Warriors, 
I find it amazing. I know most of the 
guys since we played against each 
other in the past as well. The team 
is shaping up nicely and they are all 
excited to give their best,” he said.
Meanwhile, Rangpur Riders’ 
Khushdil Shah wants to replicate 
his last year’s performance for the 
same team.  “I have performed for 
every team I have played for [in 
BPL], and it is definitely lucky for 
me because I made my comeback to 
the Pakistan team after I performed 
well here last year. Inshallah, I will 
try to perform well this year as well 
and help my team win.”

Chattogram Royals opener Mohammad Naim was all smiles during a practice session at the 
Sylhet Outer Stadium yesterday. All eyes will be on Naim, the player with the highest price tag 
among locals, when his side take on Noakhali Express in the second match on the opening day 
of the 12th Bangladesh Premier League in Sylhet tomorrow.
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Kohli breaks Tendulkar record on Vijay 
Hazare return
Virat Kohli marked his return to domestic cricket in 
emphatic fashion as he shattered a long-standing 
record on his first outing in the current Vijay Hazare 
Trophy season, while Rohit Sharma also made 
headlines with a blistering knock on Wednesday. 
After 15 years away from the competition, Kohli 
turned out for Delhi in the Vijay Hazare Trophy, with 
participation in domestic cricket made mandatory 
for players aiming to feature in the ODI World Cup. 
He made the return memorable by becoming the 
fastest batter to reach 16,000 runs in List A cricket, 
surpassing the previous record held by Sachin 
Tendulkar.

Arsenal reach League Cup semis 
Kepa Arrizabalaga was Arsenal’s League Cup 
quarter-final hero with the decisive penalty 
shoot-out save that completed a miserable evening 
for Crystal Palace defender Maxence Lacroix on 
Tuesday. Lacroix’s own goal put Arsenal ahead with 
10 minutes left at the Emirates Stadium before 
Marc Guehi snatched Palace’s stoppage-time 
equaliser in the 1-1 draw.

Suryavanshi rewrites record books 
with 84-ball 190
Vaibhav Suryavanshi shattered multiple records 
on the opening day of the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
while playing for Bihar in the clash against 
Arunachal Pradesh in Ranchi on Wednesday. The 
prodigy smashed 190 runs off 84 deliveries with 
as many as 16 fours and 15 sixes at a strike rate 
of 226.19. In the process, Vaibhav broke AB de 
Villiers’ world record, hitting the fastest 150 in 
List A cricket history.

**Read full stories on The Daily Star website

EKUSH TAPADER

At first glance, 2025 appeared to 
be a year of relentless activity for 
Bangladesh. Packed schedules 
and headline numbers hinted at 
momentum, but beneath the surface 
lay a more unsettling truth.

Statistically, it was a landmark 
year as the Tigers registered their 
highest-ever number of T20I wins. 
Yet the flip side told a grimmer story. 
They also suffered their second-
highest number of defeats in the 
format, losing 14 matches, surpassed 
only by the 16 defeats in 2021. With 
Litton Das and company playing a 
record 30 fixtures in the shortest 
format, volume inflated both success 
and failure.

Four consecutive bilateral series 
wins -- including two against the 
Netherlands and Ireland -- offered 
brief encouragement, but a shock 
defeat to the UAE quickly punctured 
the optimism. Beyond the bilateral 
bubble, the Tigers once again fell 
into familiar patterns. While they 
have historically thrived in home 
series, even against the big guns, 
expectations continue to unravel 
the moment they step into multi-

nation tournaments. This year was 
no different.

CAUGHT BETWEEN PROMISE 

AND PANIC

For a side that have reached three 
Asia Cup finals, a regional title -- or at 
least a final berth -- was a reasonable 
expectation. Instead, Bangladesh 
suffered another agonising exit just as 
qualification appeared within reach.

Aside from a Super Four win 
against Sri Lanka and a group-stage 
victory over Afghanistan, the Asia 
Cup campaign was largely dismal. 
A chronic shortage of runs exposed 
a muddled batting order and the 
absence of specialist middle-order 
batters, forcing desperate pinch-
hitting experiments down the order 
and laying bare technical frailties.

Bangladesh did end the year with 
two T20I series wins after the Asia 

Cup, but those successes were largely 
bowler-driven and offered no lasting 
solution to the batting crisis. With the 
T20 World Cup looming in February–
March and no international fixtures 
left, the focus now shifts to the 
Bangladesh Premier League -- a 
franchise tournament whose overall 
quality remains debated even within 
the corridors of Bangladesh Cricket 
Board.

A come-from-behind series win 
against Ireland late in the year did 
little to dispel a growing sense of 
complacency. The middle order’s 

struggles persisted, yet the team 
management appeared unmoved. 
Matters worsened when the selection 
process came under scrutiny, 
culminating in a public fallout 
between skipper Litton Das and 
chief selector Gazi Ashraf Hossain 
Lipu. The episode laid bare a lack of 
coordination and clarity. As the year 
closes, the T20 side remain clouded 
by more doubt than certainty.

In the 50-over arena, the slide 
continued unchecked, eroding 
a format that once defined the 
Tigers’ rise. Languishing 10th in the 
rankings, Bangladesh showed no 
signs of revival. More alarmingly, 
direct qualification for the 2027 
World Cup now hinges on a handful 
of high-stakes series next year.

Bangladesh lost seven of their 11 
ODIs in 2025. Mehidy Hasan Miraz’s 
leadership came under scrutiny, 
and the squad never looked settled. 
Constant reshuffling of the batting 
order and a shortage of consistent, 
match-winning performances 
reduced the side to a shadow of their 
former selves.

MARGINALLY MEETING 

EXPECTATIONS

Even in Tests, where opportunities 
were limited and opposition modest, 
Bangladesh struggled to assert 

sustained authority. They played six 
matches, winning three, losing two 
and drawing one, but the figures are 
misleading. Four of those Tests came 
against Zimbabwe and Ireland, teams 
ranked well below the Tigers. A clean 
sweep should have been routine, yet 
a shock defeat to Zimbabwe in April 
exposed lingering weaknesses.

Although Najmul Hossain 
Shanto’s men later whitewashed 
Ireland, a series loss in Sri Lanka 
served as a timely reminder of the 
gap that remains. While the Test line-
up appears more settled than the 

white-ball sides, the overall quality of 
cricket remains underwhelming.

As 2025 draws to a close, the 
common thread across formats is not 
a lack of effort or opportunity, but 
a lack of direction. Bangladesh have 
played more, won some, lost plenty, 
and learned little when it mattered 
most. For casual followers, the 
numbers may hint at progress but 
the warning signs are hard to ignore, 
with the Tigers risking another year 
chasing momentum rather than 
shaping it.

POLITICS TRUMPED 
CRICKET AS PROTEAS 
ENDED DECADES OF HURT
International cricket in 2025 
delivered major moments but was 
repeatedly overshadowed by politics. 
South Africa finally erased their 
‘bridesmaids’ tag by winning the 
World Test Championship, India 
dominated white-ball cricket by 
claiming the men’s Champions 
Trophy and the women’s World Cup, 
while Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma 
retired from Test cricket. England’s 
aggressive Bazball approach also 
unravelled during a disastrous Ashes 
tour of Australia.

**Read full story on 
The Daily Star website 

A LOOK BACK AT 2025

Plenty played, little settled

TIGERS IN 2025

Format           Matches           Win %

T20I                     30                     50

ODI                        11                      27

Test                      6                       50   


