
NEWS
31 held so far for attacks
FROM PAGE 12

DMP press release, the 
Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime 
(CTTC) unit and the DB 
Cyber (North) division 
conducted separate drives 
to detain the suspects.

CTTC arrested Zakir 
from the Bailey Road area, 
while Swapan was picked 
up from the Abdullahpur 
intersection in Tongi, 
Gazipur.

In a separate drive, 
a team from the DB 
Cyber (North) division 
arrested Niaz from Bhola’s 
Borhanuddin upazila.

Meanwhile, Rab arrested 
one Azmir Hossain Akash, 
27, from the Tejgaon area 
on Monday, in connection 
with the attack on The 
Daily Star office.

“The arrestee was 

directly involved in the 
vandalism and arson 
carried out at The Daily 
Star office,” said a press 
release of Rab-3, adding 
that electronic equipment 
looted during the attack, 
including two monitors, 
one CPU, one hard disk, 
and cables, was recovered 
from his possession.

Among the arrestees, a 
Dhaka court yesterday sent 
Akash, Zakir, and Niaz to 
jail.

Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Sarah Farzana 
Haque passed two 
separate orders after 
police produced them 
before the court, said a 
court staffer.

Akash was arrested in a 
case filed over the attack on 
The Daily Star office, while 
Zakir and Niaz were held 

in a case lodged over the 
attack on the Prothom Alo 
office.

ICT-2 presses charges
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They were dragged onto 
the footpath and beaten 
indiscriminately with 
canes, rifles and shotgun 
butts.

At one point, a 
policeman allegedly asked 
Tayim to run. As he did, 
another fired two shots 
from a pistol, one of which 
struck Tayim in the lower 
back, causing him to 
collapse. When Rahat tried 
to help him, Inspector Md 
Zakir Hossain allegedly 
fired several shotgun 
rounds at close range. 
Rahat, shot in the leg, 
fled in fear, leaving Tayim 
bleeding on the ground.

A video showing these 
details was played before 
the tribunal yesterday. 
Tayim’s mother Parvin 
Akhter, seated in the 
courtroom, broke down in 
tears.

The accused are: former 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
commissioner Habibur 
Rahman; former DMP 
joint police commissioner 
Sudip Kumar Chakraborty; 
former Wari Division 
deputy commissioner Iqbal 
Hossain; former additional 
deputy commissioner 
(Demra Zone) Md Masudur 
Rahman Monir; former 
ADC (Wari Zone) SM 
Shamim; former assistant 
police commissioner 
Nahid Ferdous; former 
Jatrabari OC Abul Hossain; 

Inspector (investigation) 
Md Zakir Hossain; 
Inspector (operation) Md 
Wahidul Haque Mamun; 
sub-inspectors Sajjad Uz 
Zaman and Md Shahadat 
Ali of the same police 
station.

According to the 
prosecution, Habibur and 
Sudip ordered the use 
of “any force, including 
shooting” to suppress 
the movement. These 
instructions were relayed 
to officers on the ground 
by Shamim, Nahid, Abul, 
Zakir, Mamun and Sajjad.

The charge further 
states that Liton and 
Shahriar had attempted 
to rescue Tayim but were 
blocked by armed police. 

Police later took Tayim 
to a police station, where 
he was allegedly tortured 
again, and then to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital, 
where he was declared 
dead. The prosecution 
alleged that SI Shahadat 
Ali had prepared a false 
inquest report on Taiym.

The prosecution also 
alleged that police had 
looted money and other 
items from Liton’s shop, 
and filed a false case 
blaming innocent people 
for his killing. Although 
the formal charge 
mentioned that another SI 
named Shukdev had filed 
a false case, no charge was 
brought against him.

ICT-1 to deliver verdict
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The BGB officers -- Lt Col 
Mohammad Redowanul 
Islam and Maj Rafat 
Bin Alam Moon, both 
originally from the army -- 
were produced before the 
tribunal.

After the six charges 
were read out, the tribunal 
asked whether they pleaded 
guilty. Both pleaded not 
guilty.

The other two accused -- 
former Khilgaon additional 
deputy commissioner 
Rashedul Islam and 
former Rampura OC 
Moshior Rahman -- remain 
absconding.

Speaking to journalists, 
defence lawyer Masud 
Salauddin, representing 
Redowanul said the 
prosecution had earlier 
shown a video in court 
depicting Redowanul firing 

shots and protesters lying 
on a rickshaw about half a 
kilometre away after being 
shot.

However, he claimed 
the protesters were not 
injured by Redowanul’s 
gunfire, despite what 
the video appeared to 
suggest, and alleged that 
the footage had been 
edited.

Meanwhile, at ICT-2 
yesterday, the seventh 
prosecution witness 
-- Suzon Mahmud, son 
of victim Babul Farazi 
-- testified in the crimes 
against humanity case 
against JSD President 
Hasanul Haq Inu over the 
killing of six people in 
Kushtia on August 5 last 
year.

Suzon sought justice 
from the tribunal for his 
father’s killing.

Revise
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EC Secretary Akhtar 
Ahmed announced 
that the deadline for 
expatriates to register 
via the Postal Vote BD 
app has been extended to 
December 31. 

He said Bangladesh 
Bank was asked to keep 
banks open on the next 
Saturday for nomination-
related activities.

Meanwhile in a 
letter to the CEC, Jatiya 
Samajtantrik Dal (JASAD) 
claimed that the interim 
government has no 
mandate to organise a 
referendum.

Tk 250cr graft in 5 solar plants
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According to the Bangladesh 
Power Development Board, 
the average cost of setting 
up a solar power plant is 
typically Tk 8 crore per 
megawatt. Based on this 
estimate, the average cost 
of the six solar power plants 
covered by the study should 
have been Tk 4,043 crore, 
but the actual total cost 
stood at Tk 6,970 crore.

The six projects incurred 
an average cost of Tk 
13.8 crore per megawatt, 
more than one and a half 
times the projected cost. 
In some cases, even where 
government projects were 
set up on government-
owned land without land 
acquisition or leasing issues, 
the per-megawatt cost was 
shown as Tk 14.08 crore, 
higher than other solar 
projects in the country.

“The average electricity 
tariff of the selected 
renewable energy projects in 
this study is $0.124 per kWh. 
In comparison, the average 
tariff in neighbouring 

countries is significantly 
lower – $0.03 in India, 
$0.032 in Pakistan and 
$0.045 in China. Thus, the 
tariff in Bangladesh is nearly 
four times higher than in 
these countries,” the study 
said.

Conducted by TIB’s 
Md Newazul Moula and 
Ashna Islam, the study 
said collusion in the energy 
sector appears to be a 
systemic and multi-stage 
phenomenon embedded 
throughout the project 
lifecycle and involving 
networks of interlinked 
stakeholders.

“Collusion is rooted in 
policymaking and strategy 
formulation processes. 
By gaining influence over 
selected policymakers 
through various forms 
of benefits, vested 
interests shape strategy 
formulation and target-
setting in ways that align 
with their priorities. This 
influence extends to the 
structuring of laws, policies 
and strategic documents 

through selective addition, 
removal or amendment of 
favourable clauses, thereby 
institutionalising bias at the 
policy level,” it said.

At the land acquisition 
and environmental 
clearance stage, collusion 
manifests through 
coordinated manipulation 
of land acquisition, 
compensation, leasing and 
environmental approval 
processes, it added.

Speaking at the 
press conference titled 
“Generating Power 
from Renewable 
Energy in Bangladesh: 
Governance Challenges 
and Way Forward”, TIB 
Executive Director Dr 
Iftekharuzzaman said the 
power sector is one of the 
most corrupt sectors in the 
country.

“ C o r r u p t i o n , 
irregularities and wastage 
are very common here. The 
study now shows that the 
renewable energy sector 
is not an isolated one,” he 
said.

Unite to protect press
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case” filed against the DRU 
general secretary and its 
administrative officer.

The human chain was 
presided over by DRU 
President Abu Saleh Akon.

Addressing the 
programme, Abu Saleh said 
many of those involved in 
the attacks and arson had 
already been arrested, but 
demanded the immediate 
arrest of the remaining 
perpetrators as well as 
those who incited and 
instigated the violence.

He issued a 72-
hour ultimatum to the 
government, warning 
that if the attackers and 
their instigators are not 
produced before the media 
within this timeframe, 
journalists would launch a 
tougher movement.

Referring to past 
incidents, he said, 
“Newspapers such as 

Sangram, Naya Diganta 
and Amar Desh were 
attacked under previous 
governments, while 
editors Abdul Asad and 
Mahmudur Rahman 
were humiliated. At that 
time, journalists failed 
to unite and demand 
justice. These incidents 
are a continuation of that 
impunity. Now is the time 
for journalists to stand 
united so that no one 
dares to attack us again.”

Dhaka Journalists 
Union (faction) General 
Secretary Khurshid Alam, 
former DRU president 
Shafikul Karim Sabu, 
Prothom Alo Head of 
Online Shaukat Hossain, 
senior reporters Nazrul 
Islam and Najnin Akhter, 
and The Daily Star staff 
correspondent Dipan 
Nandy, among others, also 
condemned the attacks 
and demanded justice.
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