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[ran says missile programme
defensive, non-negotiable

AFP, Tehran

Iran insisted yesterday that
its missile programme
was defensive in nature
and designed to dissuade
attack, while adding the
existence of its arsenal was

not up for debate.

Israel had presented
Iran’s ballistic missiles,
along with its nuclear

programme, as the two
main threats it sought to
neutralise during the 12-
day war the foes fought in

June.

“Iran’s missile
programme was developed
to defend Iran’s territory,
not for negotiation,” foreign
ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Baqaei said at a
weekly press conference.

Violence against media unjustifiable

FROM PAGE 2
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir
Khan, adviser to the

Ministry of Road Transport
and Bridges, accompanied
her during the visit.

Fouzul said he had
spoken to witnesses and
others present at the scene
to understand how the
incident unfolded. “We
need to draw lessons from

this so that such incidents
are not repeated in the
future,” he said.

He said it was
unfortunate  that the
incident occurred following
the death of Sharif Osman
Hadi, a prominent figure
in the July uprising and
spokesperson of Ingilab
Moncho.

Fouzul

said Hadi

himself had stressed that
disagreements with a media
outlet should be addressed
by expressing views through
counter platforms, not by
attacking media houses.
“Those  who carried
out the attack cannot be
considered well-wishers of
Osman Hadi. Had they been
so0, they would have acted in
line with his words,” he said.

Rights groups condemn attacks

FROM PAGE 12
to respond effectively to
online hate speech.

Some attacks appeared
to have been fuelled by
calls to violence circulated
by  prominent  social
media users, highlighting
enforcement failures
by authorities and
safety  shortcomings by
technology companies.

Referring to
Bangladesh’s  obligations
under the constitution
and international human
rights law, including the
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), the organisations
said the state must prevent
attacks, protect those at
risk, investigate crimes
and hold perpetrators
accountable.

Meanwhile, Mushfiqul
Fazal Ansarey,Bangladesh’s
ambassador to Mexico, said
attempts to destroy media
institutions  cannot  be
justified in any way.

“No such act can be

justified. Period,” he
wrote in  his verified
Facebook post on Sunday,
condemning the attacks.

Destroying media
outlets due to differences
of opinion is nothing but
an expression of hatred
and impulsiveness.

Ansarey added that they
did not devote themselves
to long-term struggles at
home or abroad to build
global public opinion only
to witness such heinous
acts against the media in
Bangladesh.

Inarelated development,
journalists and civil society
members from various
professions yesterday
formed a human chain in
front of the Sreepur Upazila
Parishad in Gazipur to
protest the arson and
vandalism.

“The entire nation is
waiting to see a beautiful
Bangladesh  after  the
July Revolution. At this
moment, a group is

opposing the creation of
Bangladesh,” said Bashir
Ahmed Kajal, senior vice-
president of Sreepur Press
Club.

History  shows  that
journalists cannot be
destroyed; rather, those

who try to silence them
are eventually ruined, he
added.

The incident of setting
fire to the offices is a
direct blow to independent
journalism, said Shaheen

Akand, regional
correspondent for Kaler
Kantho.

“Despite the temporary
disruption, these
newspapers have turned
around again. Journalism
will continue through this
dangerous path,” he added.

If there is a disagreement
withanopinion,itshouldbe
refuted through the media
and not by destroying
it, said Khurshed Alam,
chairman of the River and
Nature Foundation.

Choose honest, capable candidates

FROM PAGE 3

Stressing that the
government wants to hold
an election free from fear
and obstruction, Yunus
said the government was
determined to ensure such
an environment.

A caravan of 10 voting
vehicles has begun its
journey with that objective
in mind, he said.

The vehicles will travel
across all 64 districts and
300 wupazilas, he said,
adding that the caravans

will go door to door to
disseminate information
about the election and
the referendum, raise
awareness about voting
rights, and spread the
message of democracy.
The chief adviser made
a special appeal to youth,
women and first-time
voters, urging them to come
forward, ask questions,
learn, understand and cast
their votes.
“Your
will  shape

decisions
the future

Bangladesh, the new
Bangladesh,” he said.

Yunus also noted that
voters would cast another
vote in the election through
the referendum on the July
Charter.

He said the charter
was prepared through
meetings with all political
parties over nine months
and expressed confidence
that if accepted by the
people, it would help the
country move forward
safely for many years.

[.aw and order

FROM PAGE 3

was the government’s
responsibility, while the EC
could appoint or transfer
officials under certain
provisions through which
it has jurisdiction over
administrative matters.

“We hope and wish that
the law and order situation
will gradually improve and
the election environment
remains healthy. We have
called on the government
in this regard, and the
people also want to cast
their votes freely and
independently in a festive
atmosphere,” he said.

Salahuddin also said
they demanded several
changes to the nomination
papers.

According to Article 12
of the RPO, a candidate is
only required (o provide
information on criminal
cases. However, he said, at
present certified copies of
bail orders or order sheets
were being sought, details of
which were difficult to trace
for political leaders facing
hundreds of “ghost cases”.

He therefore requested
that information be
accepted in line with the
core provisions of the
RPO, without imposing
an additional burden of
paperwork.

He also sought
clarification that the term
“accused”  should only
apply to cases in which
charges have been formally
framed by a court.

Salahuddin said
the nomination paper
currently  states  that

the chief election agent,
or in their absence the
candidate, must open a
bank account for election
expenses. He requested
that the rules consistently
use the phrase “candidate
or election agent”.

Candidates should be
allowed to open accounts
until the appointment
of chief election agents,
which usually happens
only after election symbols
are allocated, he said.

“The EC assured that it
will look into the matter,”
Salahuddin added.

Frame charges

FROM PAGE3

Another charge alleges that
onJuly 22,2024, Salman led
a group of businesspeople
to a meeting with Hasina
at Gono Bhaban, where
he urged her to continue
the crackdown, assuring
her that the business
community stood by her
“even at the cost of their
lives”.

The prosecution
argued that these actions
amounted to incitement,
assistance  and  active
participation in crimes
against humanity.

An additional charge
accuses Anisul of
overseeing the filing of
286 “false cases” against
around 450,000 student
protesters, allegedly
leading to illegal arrests
and custodial torture.

After the prosecution
concluded its submissions,

defence  lawyer  Syed
Munsurul Hoque
Chowdhury sought
two weeks to present
arguments on charge

framing. Allowing the plea,

the tribunal fixed January

4, 2026, for the next
hearing.
Meanwhile, defence

counsels began arguments
in another case against

cight  police  officers,
including former DMP
commissioner Habibur

Rahman, over the killing of
six people at Chankharpul
during the July uprising.

Seeking acquittal,
defence counsel for
accused Arshad Hossain
argued that his client was
not present at the scene.
The (ribunal adjourned
proceedings in the case
until December 24.

In another development,
the tribunal ordered
authorities to ensure the
safety of a prosecution
witness after the
prosecution sought
protection for him.

The witness, brother
of martyr Esmamul, was
allegedly attacked by a

Chhatra League leader
in Chattogram and
is  currently receiving

treatment at a hospital.

Govt failing to stop violence

FROM PAGE3

He expressed concerns over
the upcoming election,
saying minorities were
anxious about whether
they would be able to
participate freely.

Subrata Chowdhury,
presidium member
of  Bangladesh  Hindu
Bouddha Christian Oikya
Parishad, said, “Attempts
are being made to spread
fear ahead of the election,
while those involved are
facing no action. Law
enforcement agencies are
acting as silent spectators.”

Prof Nim  Chanda
Bhowmik, one of the

presidents of the Oikya

Parishad, claimed
that divisive forces
and  extremist  groups
were being patronised,

“contributing (o ongoing
violence”.

He also alleged that the
offices of The Daily Star
and Prothom Alo, as well as
cultural organisations such
as Chhayanaut and Udichi,
had been attacked without
an effective government

response.

Sushmita Kar,
coordinator of the Minority
Rights  Platform,  said

district administrators and

police superintendents
should be reminded of
their responsibilities,

calling for visible action to
ensure accountability.

After the human chain,
participants brought
out a protest procession
demanding the safety of
minority communities and
an end to violence.

Meanwhile, a protest
rally, human chain and
procession were held in
Barishal vyesterday under
the banner of Minority
Unity Front, demanding an
end to the persecution of
minorities.

Invitation for

January 2026,

ENLISTMENT

Ref Moy BCES Admin/ TRPC 2035961

TIME EXTENSION

This has raferance to the vitation for Enlistrment Advertsement poblished in the Natianal
dafied f.e. Dadly Itiefas, Bargladesh Protidin B Daily Star on 11" Decamber 2025 (Ref Ma:
BCB/ Admind TRPC/HIZ5./914).

Fieaze bie infarmed that the last date for pordhinsing schedule for the anlistment has now been
extended Lill Wednesday 31 December 2025 by 4:00 PW ssquentially the last date for
iubmission of the schedule far the erdistment has onow been extendsd till Monday 13%

A A redult, the indtation for Enblstment can be submitted at the GOB Manageinent Office ak
Sher-g-Bangls Matianal Cricker Stadium, Mirpur-2, Dhaka 1276, Bargladedh till the axtendead
deadtine of Monday 12" Januarty 2026 bnd must be submitted in the desgnated drop box
Ineated At ke BCE Beception (19 Floor af the Management Office, SBNCS, Marpar, Dhaka) by
A:00 PM an or beTare 12" Japuary 2026,
The BCB reserves the right to cancel or make amy changes in the terms to the entire

process at amy stage and (o »0CepE of reject any application for enlistmeant at 1ts sole
giscration, withaut assigming any reason w

tRnEver.

Chief Executive Officer
Bangiadesh Cricker Board

Sher-E-Bangla Mat Gricket Siadium, Mirpur-2, Dhaka 1116

Ted: «HB0 & B 14

= Bangladesh
L“,n'cket Board

Date: 13 December, 1025

Pureit Service Update for

Our Esteemed Community

Dear Pureil Family,

We would like to inform you thal, our service may experience slight
delays up to March 2026 due to unavoidable circumstances. Please be
assured that we are working diligently to resolve the situation as early as

possible.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and
appreciate your continued trust and understanding.

Thank you for being a valued mambar of the Puradt family.

pureig

STATUTORY NOTICE

Khulna,

TCB Bhaban (6th Floor), Dhaka.

In the Supreme Court of Bangladesh
High Court Division
(Stamurory Original Jurisdiction)
Company Matter Mo. 2185 of 2025
In the maiter of :

An application under Sectuon 81{2) read with Section 85(3) and 396 of
the Companies Act, 1994, and in the matter of : Shaikh Shaliar
Rahman, Managing Director of Joylun Aute Rice & Dal Mills Lid.
having its Entity address wt Rafique Sarak, Foltala Bazar, Fuliala,

-Versus-
The Register of Joint Stock Companies and Firms, | Kawran Bazar,

MNotice is herehy §E-.'-.'r| that upon an application filed by the Petitioner
umder Section 81(2) and read with scction 85(3) and 396 of the Company
Act, 1994, was filed before the Hon'ble High Court Division of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh on behalf of the petitioner for Condonation
of delay in holding the Annual General Meeting of the company Joytun
Auto Rice & Dal Mills Ltd. for the the Calendar year 2021, 2022, 2023 &
2024 Upon Heoaning the application on 08-12-2025 the Hon'ble Company
Judge Mr Justice Ahmed Sohel wos pleased o admit the application.
Interested person may appear hefore the Hon'ble Court on or hefore the
date 12-01-2026 fixed {or hearing of the matier, Copy of the application
ey obtained from the undersigned om payvment of prescribed foes,
Md. Hamidul Islam, Advocate
High Court & Appellate Division, Supreme Court of Bangladesh,
Membership No: 6272, Dhuaka- 1000, Mobile: 01711014327

——PETITIOMER

- RESPONDENT

Higher Education Acceleration

and Transformation (HEAT]
Unhverdoy Goarms Commission, Dhaka

L]

for

Memn fa. HEAT I381NSFMOCTI

&« lemders are invitgd om e Mobonol e-lal® System 1% winl § Rk wew W e procure o b} [or jhe
procucesenk of the following goods under HEAT SubsProject (PN
Lilagiation Straegivs e Extecme Hear fa DRaka Cin: & Framesesk For Resfionce 10 Hean

Omparirmmesi of Geoguaphy ard Ermdronmern
Linswraty

Sl Froject Manager 5P PRE 1010

M. Humayun Kabir, PhD
Frofeas

ol Dbuaen &

Bl
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Urabe: 22 Devsermbar 20EE

P3000) icked =Midlgation snd

Strees™ Tod The Thepartime ol of Srengraply sl Eoviiossent, Liniwersing of Tisks
o | o
Teoter | Package | pcipion Mot [ Zescke
: Publicadsoa That
Lzt
Procurgmast of 10T
LR el
. | DLEPINL (Compuaters, laptops ; :
4 d a IS, "
LIG207T S and athary), Car . 2l Do 20K 25 (8-Aan- 2025
Fhotocopy Bdachane
and Lab Equsponest
§'unher informacn and guidelines are available @ the Notional &Gl Sysiem ool sed [rom the

G il ek (hcipd sk o prog s, g bl |

Prifessar e Md. Huseyis Kahis
Souh Project Momager {SPM), 21 13000

10B @ Clean wate

@ Dt inilets

VACANCY @ comdumgions

Regional
Technical
Advisor

Winterfid

scan this QR code or visit
apply.warkable.eomwateraid

to apply by @ Jamuary 2026
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