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Frame charges
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Another charge alleges that 
on July 22, 2024, Salman led 
a group of businesspeople 
to a meeting with Hasina 
at Gono Bhaban, where 
he urged her to continue 
the crackdown, assuring 
her that the business 
community stood by her 
“even at the cost of their 
lives”.

The prosecution 
argued that these actions 
amounted to incitement, 
assistance and active 
participation in crimes 
against humanity.

An additional charge 
accuses Anisul of 
overseeing the filing of 
286 “false cases” against 
around 450,000 student 
protesters, allegedly 
leading to illegal arrests 
and custodial torture.

After the prosecution 
concluded its submissions, 
defence lawyer Syed 
Munsurul Hoque 
Chowdhury sought 
two weeks to present 
arguments on charge 
framing. Allowing the plea, 

the tribunal fixed January 
4, 2026, for the next 
hearing.

Meanwhile, defence 
counsels began arguments 
in another case against 
eight police officers, 
including former DMP 
commissioner Habibur 
Rahman, over the killing of 
six people at Chankharpul 
during the July uprising.

Seeking acquittal, 
defence counsel for 
accused Arshad Hossain 
argued that his client was 
not present at the scene. 
The tribunal adjourned 
proceedings in the case 
until December 24.

In another development, 
the tribunal ordered 
authorities to ensure the 
safety of a prosecution 
witness after the 
prosecution sought 
protection for him.

The witness, brother 
of martyr Esmamul, was 
allegedly attacked by a 
Chhatra League leader 
in Chattogram and 
is currently receiving 
treatment at a hospital.
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Law and order
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was the government’s 
responsibility, while the EC 
could appoint or transfer 
officials under certain 
provisions through which 
it has jurisdiction over 
administrative matters.

“We hope and wish that 
the law and order situation 
will gradually improve and 
the election environment 
remains healthy. We have 
called on the government 
in this regard, and the 
people also want to cast 
their votes freely and 
independently in a festive 
atmosphere,” he said.

Salahuddin also said 
they demanded several 
changes to the nomination 
papers.

According to Article 12 
of the RPO, a candidate is 
only required to provide 
information on criminal 
cases. However, he said, at 
present certified copies of 
bail orders or order sheets 
were being sought, details of 
which were difficult to trace 
for political leaders facing 
hundreds of “ghost cases”.

He therefore requested 
that information be 
accepted in line with the 
core provisions of the 
RPO, without imposing 
an additional burden of 
paperwork.

He also sought 
clarification that the term 
“accused” should only 
apply to cases in which 
charges have been formally 
framed by a court.

Salahuddin said 
the nomination paper 
currently states that 
the chief election agent, 
or in their absence the 
candidate, must open a 
bank account for election 
expenses. He requested 
that the rules consistently 
use the phrase “candidate 
or election agent”.

Candidates should be 
allowed to open accounts 
until the appointment 
of chief election agents, 
which usually happens 
only after election symbols 
are allocated, he said.

“The EC assured that it 
will look into the matter,” 
Salahuddin added.

Choose honest, capable candidates
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Stressing that the 
government wants to hold 
an election free from fear 
and obstruction, Yunus 
said the government was 
determined to ensure such 
an environment.

A caravan of 10 voting 
vehicles has begun its 
journey with that objective 
in mind, he said.

The vehicles will travel 
across all 64 districts and 
300 upazilas, he said, 
adding that the caravans 

will go door to door to 
disseminate information 
about the election and 
the referendum, raise 
awareness about voting 
rights, and spread the 
message of democracy.

The chief adviser made 
a special appeal to youth, 
women and first-time 
voters, urging them to come 
forward, ask questions, 
learn, understand and cast 
their votes.

“Your decisions 
will shape the future 

Bangladesh, the new 
Bangladesh,” he said.

Yunus also noted that 
voters would cast another 
vote in the election through 
the referendum on the July 
Charter.

He said the charter 
was prepared through 
meetings with all political 
parties over nine months 
and expressed confidence 
that if accepted by the 
people, it would help the 
country move forward 
safely for many years.

Govt failing to stop violence 
FROM PAGE3 

He expressed concerns over 
the upcoming election, 
saying minorities were 
anxious about whether 
they would be able to 
participate freely.

Subrata Chowdhury, 
presidium member 
of Bangladesh Hindu 
Bouddha Christian Oikya 
Parishad, said, “Attempts 
are being made to spread 
fear ahead of the election, 
while those involved are 
facing no action. Law 
enforcement agencies are 
acting as silent spectators.”

Prof Nim Chanda 
Bhowmik, one of the 

presidents of the Oikya 
Parishad, claimed 
that divisive forces 
and extremist groups 
were being patronised, 
“contributing to ongoing 
violence”.

He also alleged that the 
offices of The Daily Star 
and Prothom Alo, as well as 
cultural organisations such 
as Chhayanaut and Udichi, 
had been attacked without 
an effective government 
response.

Sushmita Kar, 
coordinator of the Minority 
Rights Platform, said 
district administrators and 

police superintendents 
should be reminded of 
their responsibilities, 
calling for visible action to 
ensure accountability.

After the human chain, 
participants brought 
out a protest procession 
demanding the safety of 
minority communities and 
an end to violence.

Meanwhile, a protest 
rally, human chain and 
procession were held in 
Barishal yesterday under 
the banner of Minority 
Unity Front, demanding an 
end to the persecution of 
minorities.
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Rights groups condemn attacks
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to respond effectively to 
online hate speech.

Some attacks appeared 
to have been fuelled by 
calls to violence circulated 
by prominent social 
media users, highlighting 
enforcement failures 
by authorities and 
safety shortcomings by 
technology companies.

 Referring to 
Bangladesh’s obligations 
under the constitution 
and international human 
rights law, including the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), the organisations 
said the state must prevent 
attacks, protect those at 
risk, investigate crimes 
and hold perpetrators 
accountable.

 Meanwhile, Mushfiqul 
Fazal Ansarey, Bangladesh’s 
ambassador to Mexico, said 
attempts to destroy media 
institutions cannot be 
justified in any way.

 “No such act can be 

justified. Period,” he 
wrote in his verified 
Facebook post on Sunday, 
condemning the attacks.

 Destroying media 
outlets due to differences 
of opinion is nothing but 
an expression of hatred 
and impulsiveness.

 Ansarey added that they 
did not devote themselves 
to long-term struggles at 
home or abroad to build 
global public opinion only 
to witness such heinous 
acts against the media in 
Bangladesh.

 In a related development, 
journalists and civil society 
members from various 
professions yesterday 
formed a human chain in 
front of the Sreepur Upazila 
Parishad in Gazipur to 
protest the arson and 
vandalism.

 “The entire nation is 
waiting to see a beautiful 
Bangladesh after the 
July Revolution. At this 
moment, a group is 

opposing the creation of 
Bangladesh,” said Bashir 
Ahmed Kajal, senior vice-
president of Sreepur Press 
Club.

History shows that 
journalists cannot be 
destroyed; rather, those 
who try to silence them 
are eventually ruined, he 
added.

 The incident of setting 
fire to the offices is a 
direct blow to independent 
journalism, said Shaheen 
Akand, regional 
correspondent for Kaler 
Kantho.

“Despite the temporary 
disruption, these 
newspapers have turned 
around again. Journalism 
will continue through this 
dangerous path,” he added.

If there is a disagreement 
with an opinion, it should be 
refuted through the media 
and not by destroying 
it, said Khurshed Alam, 
chairman of the River and 
Nature Foundation.

Violence against media unjustifiable
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Muhammad Fouzul Kabir 
Khan, adviser to the 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Bridges, accompanied 
her during the visit.

Fouzul said he had 
spoken to witnesses and 
others present at the scene 
to understand how the 
incident unfolded. “We 
need to draw lessons from 

this so that such incidents 
are not repeated in the 
future,” he said.

He said it was 
unfortunate that the 
incident occurred following 
the death of Sharif Osman 
Hadi, a prominent figure 
in the July uprising and 
spokesperson of Inqilab 
Moncho.

Fouzul said Hadi 

himself had stressed that 
disagreements with a media 
outlet should be addressed 
by expressing views through 
counter platforms, not by 
attacking media houses.

“Those who carried 
out the attack cannot be 
considered well-wishers of 
Osman Hadi. Had they been 
so, they would have acted in 
line with his words,” he said.

Iran says missile programme 
defensive, non-negotiable
AFP, Tehran

Iran insisted yesterday that 
its missile programme 
was defensive in nature 
and designed to dissuade 
attack, while adding the 
existence of its arsenal was 

not up for debate.
Israel had presented 

Iran’s ballistic missiles, 
along with its nuclear 
programme, as the two 
main threats it sought to 
neutralise during the 12-
day war the foes fought in 

June.
“Iran’s missile 

programme was developed 
to defend Iran’s territory, 
not for negotiation,” foreign 
ministry spokesman 
Esmaeil Baqaei said at a 
weekly press conference.


