
‘Ensure justice 
for Osman 
Hadi’
FROM PAGE 3 

Cultural Centre, as well 
as vandalism of public 
property, calling the 
incidents signs of growing 
impunity.

They placed a six-
point demand, including 
justice for Sharif Osman 
Hadi, investigation and 
prosecution of all attacks 
on media and cultural 
institutions, immediate 
steps to restore law and 
order, accountability 
for failures of the home 
ministry, and punishment 
of those inciting violence 
on social media.

The press conference was 
addressed by photographer 
and activist Shahidul 
Alam, economist Prof Anu 
Muhammad, rights activist 
Sara Hossain, labour rights 
activist Taslima Akhter, and 
other representatives of 
civil society organisations.
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‘Interim govt 
failed to 
prevent attack’
FROM PAGE 3

Prothom Alo, and 
Chhayanaut. These are 
not random acts. They 
represent a deliberate 
threat to freedom of 
expression and democratic 
rights,” said Amit Ranjan 
Dey.

Calling the destruction 
of Udichi’s archives a 
cultural catastrophe, 
Dey said decades of 
documentation – songs, 
scripts, photographs, and 
records of resistance – had 
been destroyed overnight. 

“This is not just an 
attack on a building. It is an 
attempt to erase memory,” 
he said.

Udichi leaders warned 
that continued inaction 
would embolden extremist 
forces further.

They also argued that 
the state’s failure to ensure 
the safety of cultural and 
media institutions risks 
undermining its own 
democratic foundations. 

They demanded 
immediate identification, 
arrest, and prosecution 
of those responsible for 
the attack, and pledged to 
remain on the streets until 
accountability is ensured. 

Udichi assistant general 
secretary Pradip Ghosh 
and CPB Dhaka north 
president Hasan Hafizur 
Rahman Sohel also spoke 
among others.

Bodies of 6 
peacekeepers 
return home 
FROM PAGE 3

The bodies will be taken 
to the Central Mosque 
at Dhaka Cantonment 
today for a prayer service. 
They will then be flown by 
helicopter to the soldiers’ 
respective hometowns for 
burial with full military 
honours.

Nine other Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers were injured 
in the same attack. Eight 
of them are receiving 
treatment at the Aga Khan 
University Hospital, a 
Level-3 facility, in Nairobi, 
Kenya, and are in stable 
condition, according to 
ISPR.

Earlier, the Bangladesh 
Army said a separatist 
armed group carried out 
the drone attack on the 
Kadugli Logistics Base 
under the UN peacekeeping 
mission in the Abyei area 
on December 13, killing six 
peacekeepers and injuring 
nine others.

Death anniversary of Fazle Hasan 
Abed observed 
FROM PAGE 3

In 1972, after the war, 
he returned to a newly 
independent Bangladesh 
and travelled to Sunamganj, 
where the economy was 
in ruins and communities 
were struggling to 
rebuild. With millions of 
refugees returning from 
India, urgent relief and 
rehabilitation were needed. 
At the age of 36, guided by a 
belief in people’s potential, 
he founded BRAC in the 
remote Shalla area of 
Sunamganj as a small relief 
and resettlement initiative.

From modest 
beginnings, BRAC has 
grown into a global force 
for development over the 

past 52 years by building 
an integrated ecosystem 
of programmes and 
enterprises across Asia and 
Africa, reaching more than 
145 million people. 

In recognition of 
his lifelong dedication, 
Abed was posthumously 
awarded the Independence 
Award 2025, Bangladesh’s 
highest civilian honour.

Internationally, he 
was recognised as one 
of Ashoka’s “Global 
Greats” and served as a 
founding member of its 
Global Academy for Social 
Entrepreneurship. The 
British Crown awarded him 
the Most Distinguished 

Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George in 
2009. He was also named 
among the United Nations’ 
“Eminent Persons” in 2010 
and featured in Forbes 
Magazine’s list of the 
world’s top 50 leaders in 
2014 and 2017.

Abed also received 
numerous honorary 
degrees, including Doctor 
of Laws from Princeton 
University (2014), Doctor 
of Letters from the 
University of Oxford 
(2009), Doctor of Laws 
from Columbia University 
(2008), and Doctorate of 
Humane Letters from Yale 
University (2007).

Celebrating empathy and kindness 
FROM PAGE 3

During this period, she 
worked at Shaheed 
Suhrawardy Hospital 
in Dhaka. CRP initially 
operated from two cement 
storerooms on the hospital 
premises before relocating 
permanently to Savar in 
mid-1990, where its head 
office remains.

Valerie received the 
Order of the British Empire 
in 1995, the Arthur Eyre 
Brook Gold Medal in 
1996, and the Bangladesh 
Independence Award in 
2004. She was granted 
Bangladeshi citizenship in 
1998.

She has served as the 
legal guardian of two 

Bangladeshi girls, Poppy 
and Jyoti. Valerie lives near 
the CRP-Savar campus 
with her younger adopted 
daughter, Poppy, while 
Jyoti works at CRP and was 
married in 2007.

Meanwhile, The 
Moralogy Foundation, 
established in August 1926 
by Dr Chikuro Hiroike, is 
a Japanese research and 
educational organisation.

It promotes social 
education based on the 
principles of “moralogy,” 
a concept developed by 
Hiroike that compares 
conventional and supreme 
morality to demonstrate the 
impact of moral practice. 

The philosophy aims to 
promote human well-
being, global happiness and 
world peace.

In his welcome address, 
Prof Matiur Rahman Molla, 
president of the congress, 
highlighted Bangladesh’s 
resilience despite poverty 
and natural disasters 
and called for stronger 
international cooperation 
to support vulnerable 
communities.

Prof Rubaiul Murshed 
delivered the keynote 
presentation at the event.

The programme also 
marked the launch of 
the book Why Kindness 
Matters.


