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Imdadul Haque Milon, who 
was shot dead on December 18.

Dhaka Reporters Unity 
demanded thorough, impartial 
and swift investigations, saying, 
“Such actions [attacks] run 
completely counter to media 
freedom, the constitutional 
right to freedom of expression, 
and the rule of law.”

PROTEST PROGRAMMES
Meanwhile, a group of 

Jahangirnagar University 
students staged a protest 
against Hadi’s killing and 
condemned attacks on 
media outlets and cultural 
organisations. They also 
demanded the resignation of 
the home adviser.

Employees of Prothom Alo 
formed a human chain in front 
of their office in the capital’s 
Karwan Bazar, where they 
termed the day a dark one for 
the country’s media, freedom 
of expression and democracy.

It’s Executive Editor Sajjad 
Sharif said “Prothom Alo 
believes that a vested interest 
group carried out this planned 
attack by exploiting the killing 
of Osman Hadi, a face of the 
July uprising. This organised 
attack was carried out in a 
planned manner. 

“We have reasonable 
grounds to believe that this 
incident was orchestrated 
to derail the upcoming 
election and to damage the 
image of Bangladesh and the 
government globally.”

The newspaper’s Editor 
Matiur Rahman, Managing 
Editor Anisul Hoque, 
and employees from all 
departments were present, 
while journalists from various 
media outlets joined the 
human chain.
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The police official added 
that they were aware 
of the allegations from 
different quarters, but 
the allegations have yet to 
be verified as no audio or 
video has been found in 
this connection.

Victim’s brother Apu 
Chandra Das yesterday 
filed a case with Bhaluka 
Police Station, accusing 
140-150 unnamed 
persons, but no one was 
arrested yet, said the 
official, adding, “Police 
drives are on to arrest the 
perpetrators.”

The body of Dipu, 
father of a three-year-
old girl, reached at his 
Mukamiakanda village 
home in Tarakanda 
yesterday afternoon, said 
Tanbir Ahmed, officer-
in-charge of Tarakanda 
Police Station.

Meanwhile, the 
government, in a 
statement yesterday, 
strongly condemned 
the killing, stating such 
violence has no place in 
“new Bangladesh”. No one 
involved in this heinous 
crime will be spared, the 
statement added.
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The Bangladesh Legal Aid 
and Services Trust (BLAST) 
strongly condemned 
the attacks, describing 
them as “planned 
disinformation and hate 
campaigns.” BLAST 
said these campaigns, 
following the death of 
Sharif Osman Hadi, 
spokesperson of Inqilab 
Moncho, incited unlawful 
attacks, vandalism, and 
arson targeting media and 
cultural institutions.

 BLAST demanded 
prompt, independent 
investigations into all 
incidents related to Hadi’s 
killing and the subsequent 
violence, and said those 
responsible must face the 
full force of the law.

Reminding the 
government of its 
constitutional obligations, 
it said the safety and 
access to justice of victims’ 
families, journalists, 
cultural activists, and 
ordinary citizens must be 
ensured. Dissenting views 
must be respected, and 
clear boundaries enforced 
to prevent hate speech and 
incitement to violence, it 
added.

Bangladesh Udichi 
Shilpigosthi also slammed 
the attacks, linking the 
violence to attempts to 
exploit Hadi’s death.

In a statement, Udichi 
Central Parliament Acting 
President Mahmud Selim 
and General Secretary 

Amit Ranjan Dey said 
dark reactionary forces 
are conspiring to turn 
Bangladesh into a failed 
state. They said the 
targeting of media and 
cultural institutions, 
despite having no 
connection to Hadi’s 
death, showed that 
the attackers did not 
want peace, security, or 
democratic order to return 
to the country.

Condemning the 
incidents, Dhaka Union 
of Journalists (DUJ) 
President Sazzad Alam 
Khan Tapu and General 
Secretary Akhtar Hossain, 
said vandalism, arson, and 
looting of media offices 
could never be justified.

The statement also 
condemned the attack on 
Nurul Kabir and the killing 
of journalist Imdadul 
Haque Milon, president 
of the Sholua Press Club 
in Dumuria upazila of 
Khulna, demanding swift 
justice. Milon was shot 
dead on December 18.

Dhaka Reporters Unity 
strongly protested the 
attacks and demanded 
thorough, impartial, and 
swift investigations.

DRU President Abu 
Saleh Akon and General 
Secretary Mainul Hasan 
Sohel said the media is 
the fourth pillar of the 
state and a key foundation 
of democracy. “Violence, 
intimidation, attacks, 
or harassment aimed at 

silencing the media are 
unacceptable. Such actions 
run completely counter 
to media freedom, the 
constitutional right to 
freedom of expression, and 
the rule of law,” they said.

Among others, 
Reporters Against 
Corruption, the 
Jahangirnagar University 
Journalists’ Association, a 
coalition of newly formed 
media outlets --Centrist 
Nation TV, Dhaka Stream, 
The Deltagram, The 
Dessent, and The Post 
-- as well as the Rajshahi 
University Journalist 
Association, Dhaka 
University Journalist 
Association, Economic 
Reporters’ Forum, 
Jagannath University 
Journalists’ Association, 
and Reporters for Rail 
and Roads, strongly 
condemned the attacks on 
Prothom Alo and The Daily 
Star and the harassment of 
Nurul Kabir.

Meanwhile, a group of 
Jahangirnagar University 
students staged a protest 
against Hadi’s killing and 
condemned nationwide 
attacks on media outlets 
and cultural institutions. 
They also demanded the 
resignation of the home 
adviser for failing to ensure 
state security and called 
for those involved in Hadi’s 
murder to be brought to 
justice immediately.

Mob kills man over ‘hurting 
religious sentiments’

Attacks on 
media outlets

Direct assault on press freedom 

Nurul Kabir harassed 
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it was my moral 
responsibility to stand by 
my fellow journalists at 
The Daily Star after hearing 
reports of attacks on the 
newspaper office,” Kabir 
told New Age.

Kabir expressed 
concern that attacks on 

the country’s two leading 
media houses could have 
an adverse impact on 
Bangladesh’s global image.

Demonstrators took to 
the streets late Thursday 
night following the 
announcement of the 
death of Inqilab Moncho 
spokesperson and 

prominent July uprising 
leader Sharif Osman Hadi, 
who had been shot and 
was undergoing treatment 
at a hospital in Singapore. 
During the protests, the 
offices of Prothom Alo 
and The Daily Star were 
vandalised and set on fire.

The attacks
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This incident clearly 
reflects not only the 
“severe deterioration of 
law and order but also 
the state’s negligence and 
lack of responsibility,” the 
statement said.

The Editors’ Council and 
Noab believe that this is not 
an isolated incident. 

“From the beginning, 
the ongoing failure of the 
government to prevent 
mob violence (organised 
violence) has been evident, 
and the latest incident is yet 
another horrific example. 
The attack on media 
offices proves that the law 
enforcement agencies have 
completely failed to play an 
effective role in controlling 
crime,” the statement 
added.

At the same time, the 
Editors’ Council and Noab 
condemned and protested 
the attack on Chhayanaut 
yesterday.

The statement urged 
that the government take 
responsibility for the attack 
and its failure to maintain 
law and order.

The Editors’ Council 
and Noab demanded the 
immediate arrest of the 
attackers once identified, 
insisting that mere 
statements or assurances 
are not enough. They 
also called for exemplary 
punishment for those 
involved in the harassment 
of Editors’ Council 
President Nurul Kabir.

Finally, they called on 
professional organisations, 
business groups, 
civil society, political 
parties, and journalists’ 
organisations to stand 
in solidarity with this 
demand.
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