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manipulated or AI-
generated photos -- 
particularly of girls -- 
through platforms such as 
Facebook and Instagram.

Child marriage was also 
identified as a persistent 
problem, with children 
describing it as a form of 
sexual abuse rather than a 
family matter. 

Many said early marriage 
is often imposed to protect 
family honour following 
harassment, rumours, 
or the spread of intimate 
images online.

The research highlighted 
serious barriers to justice, 
noting that reporting 
mechanisms often fail 
children. Many were unaware 
of helplines or found them 
inaccessible, while school 
complaint systems were seen 
as ineffective. 

Fear of stigma, disbelief, 
and victim-blaming 
discourages reporting, the 
study said.

The findings also pointed 
to severe psychological 
impacts, including trauma, 
social isolation, and suicide 
attempts.

The study recommended 
establishing functional 
harassment complaint 
committees in schools, 
strengthening support 
centres, ensuring safer 
public transport, and 
enabling meaningful 
child participation in 
policymaking.

Attending as chief 
guest, NGO Affairs 
Bureau Director (Joint 
Secretary) Anwar Hossain 
said insights drawn from 
children’s own experiences 
help policymakers better 
understand ground realities.

“Moving away from 
emotion-based responses to 
evidence-based decisions, 
and ensuring coordination 
between government and 
non-government actors, 
can make child protection 
initiatives more effective,” 
he said.

He also stressed the need 

to ensure accountability of 
all institutions responsible 
for child protection.

Speakers at the 
discussion emphasised 
effective implementation 
of existing child protection 
policies and strict 
adherence to the National 
Action Plan (2018–2030) 
to prevent violence against 
women and children.

ACD Project Coordinator 
Md Ali Ahmed said the 
research was designed 
to place children at the 
centre of both evidence 
generation and advocacy.

Panel discussants 
included Prof Kazi Maruful 
Islam of Dhaka University’s 
Department of Development 
Studies; MM Mahmudullah, 
additional director of the 
Department of Social 
Services; and Mosammat 
Kaniz Tazia, deputy director 
of the Department of 
Women Affairs.

The programme was 
chaired by Prof Chowdhury 
Sarwar Jahan, executive 
president of ACD.

The session was 
moderated by Subrata 
Kumar Pal, ACD team 
leader for advocacy, 
lobby, and network, while 
a documentary on the 
project was presented by 
ACD Programme Manager 
Monirul Islam.

Daylong bus 
strike enforced 
in Cumilla
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Cumilla

The Cumilla District Bus 
Owners’ Association 
yesterday observed a daylong 
strike by suspending bus 
services from Jangalia, 
Shashangachha, and Chawk 
Bazar bus terminals.

The strike was called 
following a dispute 
between two transport 
operators on the Cumilla–
Chandpur route, causing 
much inconvenience 
to commuters on 40 
routes across the district, 
including Cumilla–Dhaka, 
C u m i l l a – C h a t to g r a m , 
Cumilla–Sylhet, Cumilla–
Chandpur, and Cumilla-
Noakhali routes.  

According to transport 
leaders, the strike was 
called demanding that Aidi 
Paribahan be barred from 
operating on the Cumilla–
Chandpur route via the 
Jangalia bus terminal. 

Md Tajul Islam, executive 
president of the association, 
said although Aidi 
Paribahan has permission 
from the Chandpur district 
administration, it has not 
obtained a route permit 
from Cumilla. 

Without permission, 
some Aidi Paribahan buses 
were suddenly brought in 
to the terminal on Victory 
Day, and started operating 
from Wednesday, he added.

Aidi Paribahan 
chairman Mir Parvez Alam 
said they began operating 
buses on Cumilla–
Chandpur route in 2023 
after receiving permission 
from the Chandpur Deputy 
Commissioner’s office. 

However, from the very 
beginning, a syndicate 
within the Cumilla bus 
owners’ group obstructed 
their operations. As a 
result, the Cumilla district 
administration did not 
issue a route permit, he 
alleged. 

NCP leader found dead
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expressed deep sorrow 
and concern, saying before 
her death, Rumi faced 
prolonged cyberbullying, 
death threats, and 
psychological harassment 
allegedly by Awami League-
affiliated criminals.

Despite submitting 
evidence of these threats to 
law enforcement agencies 
on November 13, no 
effective action was taken, 
the NCP statement alleged.

The statement further 
added that NCP holds these 
threats and harassment 
responsible for her death 
and demands an immediate 
impartial investigation, 
arrest of the perpetrators, 
and exemplary punishment 
for those involved.

On November 13, Rumi 
filed a general diary with 
Dhanmondi Police Station 
citing security concerns 
and repeated threats to her 
life, according to police and 
party sources.

The GD was received 
by Sub-inspector Md 
Mahmudul Hasan Moral, 
while the then OC of 
Dhanmondi Police Station, 
Kyashinyu, was directed to 
take action.

Confirming the matter, 
current OC Saiful Islam 
told The Daily Star, “After 
she filed the GD, the case 
was under investigation. 
We were trying to trace the 
accused, and the probe is 
still ongoing.”

Members of NCP’s 
Dhanmondi unit said 
on November 13, during 
a “lockdown” called by 

the Awami League in 
Dhanmondi-32, Rumi 
handed over several AL 
activists to the police. A viral 
video showed Rumi hitting 
a woman with a pipe.

Following these events, 
Rumi received repeated 
rape and death threats from 
multiple phone numbers, 
including threats against 
her family and property, 
some originating from 
abroad, NCP leaders said.

Samantha Sharmin, 

senior joint convener of 
NCP, visiting Rumi’s family 
at the DMC morgue, said, 
“Just as the bullet that 
pierced Osman Hadi’s 
brain shattered us, we now 
mourn the tragic death of 
our colleague Rumi.”

“Women are falling 
victim to cyberbullying, 
yet the government has 
taken no action. Without 
ensuring women’s safety, 
building a new Bangladesh 
is impossible,” she said.

Govt okays ordinance
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The council also gave 
approval to the draft of 
the Bangladesh Haor and 
Wetland Conservation 
Ordinance 2025, specifying 
the responsibilities, 
authority, and jurisdiction 
of the Bangladesh Haor 
and Wetland Development 
Department.

It also included provisions 
for issuing protection orders 
to conserve biodiversity, 
the environment, ecology, 
and ecosystems of haor and 
wetland areas. 

It includes provisions 
for declaring protected 
haor and wetland areas to 
ensure their conservation.

In addition, the 
ordinance specifies 
prohibited activities in haor 
and wetland areas, declares 
such (prohibited) activities 
as offences if committed, 
and provides for penalties 
for those offences. 

Meanwhile, a proposal to 
establish a new Bangladesh 
embassy in Bern, the 
capital of Switzerland, was 
also approved. 

Shortage
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intervention at the child and 
adolescent stage crucial.

Prof Md Faruq Alam, 
former director of NIMH, 
said around 10 percent of 
the country’s mental health 
services are allocated to 
CAMH, even though nearly 
half of the population 
could potentially require 
such services.

He said with only 21 child 
and adolescent psychiatrists 
nationwide, authorities 
must take steps to produce 
more trained professionals.

Mahbubur Rahman, 
director of NIMH, said 
social stigma surrounding 
mental health remains 
a major challenge, and 
eliminating it would be 
difficult unless services are 
expanded and made widely 
accessible.

Noting that the number 
of psychiatrists cannot 
be increased overnight, 
he added that mental 
health services should be 
integrated into the existing 
preventive healthcare 
system.

Prof Md Shahinul Alam 
stressed the need to raise 
awareness about mental 
health and recommended 
incorporating the issue 
into the school curriculum, 
alongside strengthening 
relevant policies and 
programmes.

BMU Pro-Vice 
Chancellors Prof Md Abul 
Kalam Azad and Prof 
Md Mujibur Rahman 
Hawlader, among others, 
spoke at the programme.

ACC initiates
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plots through abuse of 
power. Her son Sajeeb 
Wazed Joy, daughter Saima 
Wazed Putul, sister Sheikh 
Rehana, and Rehana’s 
daughter Tulip Siddiq, also 
a British lawmaker, were 
also handed varying prison 
terms in the same cases.

Akhtar Hossain also 
informed that ACC has 
submitted a charge sheet 
against Asaduzzaman 
Khan Kamal, his wife 
Lutfun Tahmina Khan, and 
their two children — Shafi 
Moddassir Khan Jyoti and 
Shafia Tasnim Khan.

Kamal allegedly amassed 
assets worth Tk 22.58 crore 
beyond his known income 
sources during his tenure 
as home minister, while 
transactions amounting 
to Tk 87.46 crore were 
made through nine bank 
accounts in his name. The 
commission alleges that 
the funds were laundered to 
conceal their illegal origins.

His wife and children have 
been accused of assisting in 
concealing Tk 15.45 crore 
by constructing houses and 
operating businesses under 
their names.

In a separate 
development, the ACC 
also filed a case against 
former deputy speaker of 
parliament Shamsul Haque 
Tuku for acquiring Tk 3.59 
crore illegally.
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ICT-2 accepts charges
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Prosecutor Gazi Monawar 
Hossain Tamim read out 
the formal charges. Quader 
was accused on three 
counts of issuing directives, 
instigation and provocation 
that allegedly led to attacks 
on and killings of unarmed 
protesters. Separate charges 
were also read out against 
the other accused.

Briefing journalists after 
the proceedings, Chief 
Prosecutor Tajul Islam said 
Obaidul Quader played 
a “key role” in planning, 
directing and facilitating 
the nationwide mass killings 
during the July uprising.

He also claimed that 
other senior leaders, 
particularly Bahauddin 
Nasim and Mohammad Ali 
Arafat, were also directly 
involved in facilitating the 
violence through planning 
and organisational support.

Tajul said Quader was 
made an accused under 
the doctrine of command 

responsibility, while the 
others were charged 
due to their leadership 
positions and command 
roles within their respective 
organisations.

According to the chief 
prosecutor, alongside 
police and other forces, 
the Awami League, Jubo 
League and Chhatra League 
members acted as “auxiliary 
forces” during the violence, 
which had been “clearly 
established” during the 
investigation. 

“They directly 
participated in attacks, 
brutally suppressed the 
student movement, carried 
out killings, tortured 
people, caused permanent 
injuries, unlawfully detained 
individuals and committed 
other crimes,” he alleged.

Reiterating the 
government’s commitment 
to ensuring justice, Tajul 
said investigations had 
been completed, reports 
submitted and charges filed. 
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