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NCP leader
found dead

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Jannat Ara
Rumi, a
leader of
the National |
Citizens
Party (NCP),
was found
dead vyesterday

morning
at a women’s hostel in
the capital’s Jigatala area,
according to police. She was
ajoint coordinator of NCP’s
Dhanmondi thana unit.
Hafizur Rahman, officer

in-charge of Hazaribagh
Police Station, said upon
receiving information
around 4:10am, a team from
the police station rushed to
the spot and recovered her
hanging body from a room
on the fifth floor of Jannati
Female Student Hostel at
Jigatala’s Old Kachabazar
Road. Her body was sent
to Dhaka Medical College

Hospital for an autopsy.
Preliminary investigation
suggests that she may have
died by suicide, but the
exact cause of death will
be determined after the

autopsy, the OC added.
The NCP, in a statement,
SEE PAGE 9 COL 5

‘DEVIL HUNT’
4,232 held
in five days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Over 4,232 people have
been arrested by law
enforcers over the last five
days until yesterday evening
under the “Operation Devil
Hunt Phase-2”, a special
nationwide drive aimed
at restoring law and order
and recovering illegal arms
ahead of the upcoming
national election.

During the same period,
another 3,120 people were
detained in connection
with previous cases and
outstanding warrants.

The government
launched the operation
on Saturday [ollowing a
spate of killings across the
country, particularly after
the shooting of Dhaka-8

aspirant  and  Ingqilab
Moncho spokesperson
Sharif Osman Hadi.

In the 24 hours until
yesterday evening, a total of
2,042 people were arrested
— 1,074 in previous cases
and over outstanding
warrants, and 968 under
“Operation Devil Hunt
Phase-2”, according to
Police Headquarters.

During the operation, law
enforcers seized one pistol,
one shotgun, one pipe gun,
(wo magazines, 20 rounds
of cartridges, four exploded
gas shells, two unexploded
gas shells, four bullets, nine
crude bombs and several
locally made sharp weapons.

Police also  searched
22,990 motorcycles and
1,904 cars. The searches
led to the recovery of one
shotgun,  three  crude
bombs, four locally-made
weapons and three rounds
of ammunition, and resulted
in the arrest of five people.

Scores of illegal make-shift shops have been set up on both sides of the railway tracks, making the spot

particularly dangerous for pedestrians who are often forced to walk on the tracks to pass the area. Even though
these shops are demolished during eviction drives, they just pop up once again a few days later. The photo was
taken yesterday.

On the occasion of International Migrants Day yesterday, the families of 26 Bangladeshi migrant workers who have been detained for a long
time in various prisons in Libya formed a human chain in front of the Jatiya Press Club. They demanded for the swift release and safe
repatriation of their family members who fell victim to human traffickers.

Shortage of manpower,
budget hamper child

mental health care
Says mapping study by BMU, BACAMH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Lack of trained manpower, adequate budget,
public awareness, and persistent social stigma
are major obstacles to child and adolescent
mental health (CAMH) services in the country.

Although there are just over 500
psychiatrists nationwide, only 21 are child
and adolescent psychiatrists to serve the large
number of children and adolescents with
mental health conditions.

In addition, the number of government and
private facilities providing CAMH services is
very limited. Most facilities are Dhaka-centric
and tertiary-level, leaving
thousands of potential service

urban children.

At that time, the country’s total population
was 15.89 crore, with 40 percent under 18.

Presenting the findings, Sifat E Syed,
assistant professor at BMU’s Psychiatry
Department, said the seven-member team
conducted the study through in-depth
interviews, desk reviews, and focus group
discussions.

She said there is no dedicated national
policy on CAMH.

Specialised CAMH services are available at
BMU, the National Institute of Mental Health
and Hospital (NIMH), government medical

seekers without access to care.

As a result, effective
implementation of existing
policies, laws, and action plans,
along with adequate budget
allocation and utilisation,
strong multi-sectoral
collaboration, and increased
public awareness are essential

AT A GLANCE

Only 21child and adolescent
psychiatrists for entire country

12.6% of children aged 7-17
have mental health disorders

Most CAMH services Dhaka-
centric and tertiary-level

colleges in Dhaka, Pabna,
Mymensingh, and  Sylhet,
Combined Military Hospitals
(CMH), and some private
hospitals.

However, there are only 55
inpatient seats available at
BMU, NIMH, and Dhaka CMH
combined.

Services are very limited at
district and primary healthcare

to improve CAMH services.

levels, and there is no system

These findings and Nodedicated national policy for  for  providing community-
recommendations were  child, adolescent mental health  based outpatient care, she
outlined in “Child and : X N N added.

Adolescent  Mental Health Social stigma remains a major Although medicines
Service Mapping in barrier to seeking care for CAMH are available,
Bangladesh,” jointly developed government  supplies are
by the Psychiatry Department provided only o NIMH.

of Bangladesh Medical University (BMU) and
the Bangladesh Association for Child and
Adolescent Mental Health, with funding from
Unicef.

The service mapping was conducted
between April and June 2024 and was
disseminated yesterday at a programme held
at BMU.

According to the National Mental Health
Survey 2019, the overall prevalence of mental
disorders among children aged 7-17 years was
12.6 percent. The prevalence was 12.9 percent
among rural children and 11.5 percent among

At primary healthcare and district levels,
treatment largely relies on biological methods,
she said.

In 2023, the total mental health budget
stood at US $173.5 million, which accounted
for only 0.5 percent of the total health budget.
The budget allocation for CAMH was not
specified separately.

BMU Psychiatry Department Chairman
Prof MMA Shalahuddin Qusar said half of all
lifetime mental illnesses begin by age 14, and
three-fourths by age 24, making preventive

SEE PAGE 9 COL 8
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SEXUAL ABUSE
Exisiting system
failing to protect

children at schools

Says child-led study;
experts urge adopting
evidence-based approach
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

sexual harassment and abuse in schools,
public spaces, and online platforms, while
existing reporting mechanisms largely fail
to protect them, according to a child-led
national study.

The findings were shared at a national
dialogue organised by the Association
for Community Development (ACD), with
support from ECPAT International, at a
city hotel in the capital yesterday.

Speakers at the event urged authorities
to adopt coordinated, child-centred, and
evidence-based approaches to prevent
sexual exploitation and abuse of children.

The study was conducted under the
project “Children Know Better: Making
Child Participation the Key to Improving
Effectiveness of Action Against Sexual
Exploitation of Children”. It was led
entirely by children and drew on their own
experiences and those of their peers in
Rajshahi district.

Presenting  the  findings,  child
researchers  Sumaiya Afrin Shyama
and Sabiha Jannati Nisha said once the
concepts of sexual harassment and abuse
were explained, every child interviewed
could recall direct or indirect experiences
involving themselves or their peers.

The study found that children see schools
and madrasas as both learning spaces and
sites of risk. Many reported harassment by
senior students and, in some cases, teachers,
who allegedly used threats of poor grades or
promises of better marks to coerce students.

Technology-facilitated abuse emerged as
amajor concern, with children describing it
as more widespread than offline abuse.

They reported blackmail using images,

fake online relationships, unsolicited
explicit content, and the circulation of
SEE PAGE 9 COL 2

Govt okays
ordinance allowing
‘disappeared’
status after Syrs

BSS, Dhaka

The government yesterday approved the drafts of
“Enforced Disappearance Prevention and Redress
(Amendment) Ordinance 2025” and “Bangladesh
Haor and Wetland Conservation Ordinance 2025”.

The Advisory Council gave the approval at its
weekly meeting at the Chief Adviser’s Office with
Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus in the chair,
said the chief adviser’s press wing.

The council approved the ordinance on
enforced disappearance prevention with a
provision that if a disappeared person remains
missing for at least five years and does not return
alive, the tribunal will be able to officially declare
the person as “disappeared”.

Under the ordinance, the government will be able
toappoint therequired number of public prosecutors
for the “Enforced Disappearance Prevention and
Redress Tribunal” based on recommendations from
the National Human Rights Commission.

Victims or complainants will also be allowed
to appoint lawyers to the tribunal at their own
initiative. In addition, the spouse of a disappeared
person or any dependent family member will be
able to use the property of the disappeared person
without prior approval from the commission.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 3

ICT-2 accepts
charges against
Quader, 6 others

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-2 yesterday
took cognisance of charges against Awami League
general secretary Obaidul Quader and six other
leaders of the party and its affiliated organisations
over alleged crimes against humanity committed
during the July uprising last year.

The other accused are: AFM Bahauddin Nasim,
Al joint general secretary; Mohammad Ali Arafat,
former state minister for information; Jubo
League chairman Sheikh Fazle Shams Parash, and
general secretary Moinul Hossain Khan Nikhil;
Chhatra League president Saddam Hossain and
general secretary Sheikh Wali Asif Inan.

The three-member tribunal, headed by Justice
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury, issued arrest warrants
against all seven, and instructed law enforcers to
produce them before the tribunal by December
20, after the prosecution informed the court that
they are absconding. SEE PAGE 9 COL 6

ACC initiates
move (0 bring
back Hasina

Files charge sheet against

Kamal, family
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission has initiated
moves to bring back ousted premier Sheikh Hasina
and several other fugitive convicted individuals in
corruption and money-laundering cases.

It also filed a charge sheet against former home
minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal and his family
in separate cases filed over similar allegations.

ACC Director General Akhtar Hossain told
reporters yesterday that the commission has
contacted the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
other relevant authorities to facilitate the return
of fugitive convicts, including Hasina.

Hasina was recently sentenced by a trial court
to a total of 26 years in prison in four cases filed
over forgery and illegal acquisition of Purbachal

SEE PAGE 9 COL 4

PHOTO: STAR

Mrs. Naz Mustafta
1949-2025

We Mourn

Our hearts are heavy with sadness for the
loss of Mrs. Naz Mustafa (Founder and
Principal of Dhanmondi Tutorial), wife of
Late K G Mustafa (Former Add'l Secretary
of GOB), daughter of K Z H Ali Abed, Grand
Daughter of Khan Bahadur Khandaker Ali
Tayab and Mohammad Abu Saleh.

She left behind her only child, Dr Sultana
Mustafa and host of relatives and friends.

We request your kind presence at the Dua
Mehfil on Friday, 19 December 2025,
4:00 PM at Shanta Spring, House-8,
Road-5, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka.
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Woman
found dead in
Kuakata hotel

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Police recovered the body
of a tourist from a hotel
in Kuakata on Wednesday
night.

The deceased was
identified as Fahima Akhter,
24. Her body was found in
room 105 of the Alishan
Hotel. The man who checked
in with her, identifying
himself as her husband,
was not found at the scene,
according to police.

According to  hotel
records, the man identified
himself as Arif Hossain,
of Pukurjana area in
Patuakhali Sadar upazila.
No address was mentioned
for the woman.

Hotel staffers noticed
the room was locked from
the outside with no contact
from  the occupants,
prompting them to inform
police. Police broke the

door open and found
Fahima’s body hanging
from a ceiling fan.

Hotel owner Shahid

Hossain said the couple
initially rented the room
for three days but later
extended their stay.

“They had been staying
here since December 2, and
there were no problems
during this time. Yesterday
[Wednesday| afternoon,
I noticed the room was
locked. When there was no
response, even late at night, I
looked through the window
and saw the woman’s body
hanging from the fan. Her
husband was not there, I
immediately informed the
police,” he said.

Mahipur Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Md
Mohabbat Khan said police
recovered the body and sent
it to Patuakhali Medical
College Hospital morgue for
autopsy yesterday morning.

“A kabinnama [marriage
certificate] was recovered
from the scene. However,
in the interest of proper
investigation, details are
being kept confidential. We
areverilying the documents
and information...,” the OC

CVASU ANATOMY MUSEUM

In the realm
ol skeletons

MOHAMMAD SUMAN, Ctg

The Anatomy Museum at the
Chattogram  Veterinary and
Animal  Sciences  University
(CVASU) offers visitors a glimpse
of animal skeletons, taxidermy
and preserved specimens, along
with models of animals and birds.

Located in the port city’s
Khulshi area and spanning
3,000 square feet, the museum
was inaugurated in 2017 under
a project titled “Establishment
of an Anatomy Museum for
Enhancing Quality Education
and Research in the Department
of Anatomy and Histology”,
financed by the Higher
Education Quality Enhancement
Project of the University Grants
Commission.

Stepping into the hall, a
python’s skeleton and a crocodile
with its jaws gaping wide, as if
ready to snap shut, welcomed
this correspondent.

Numerous skeletons,
including a human one and
remains of a variety of animals
and birds, were seen on display
stretching as far as the eye could
see.

Taxidermy specimens add

realism to the collection. Limbs
and organs of animals, preserved
in chemical solutions, are also on
display.

According to CVASU sources,
the museum currently houses
about 60 skeletons, 30 taxidermy
specimens, 20 animal and bird
models, nearly 500 preserved
limbs and organs, and around
3,000 different types of animal
bones.

The collection also includes
around 200 species of freshwater
fish from different rivers,
including the Karnaphuli and
the Halda, and other waterbodies
such as the Kaptai Lake and
wetlands in Sylhet, and another
150 species of marine fish
collected from the Chattogram
and Cox’s Bazar coasts.

Md Rasel Prank, a lecturer
of the Department of Anatomy
and Histology at CVASU, said
the museum is being used
for education, research and
recreation.

“The specimens help students
to identify differences in
anatomical structures among
different domestic as well as wild
animals, terrestrial and aquatic
species, and also amphibians,” he
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said.

“The skeletons, bones and
specimens were collected from
across the country since 2012,
and the process of enriching the
archive is still ongoing,” Prank
added.

Recently, a skeleton of a tiger
has been added to the collection,
university sources said. In
addition, a giraffe skeleton
received from the Bangladesh
National Zoo was placed at the
museum’s entrance in 20283.
Other notable exhibits include
skeletons of an elephant, a
camel, a crocodile and a large
python.

“We get to work directly
with the specimens as part of
comprehensive learning,” said
Md Wasim, a student of CVASU.

Prank said teachers, students
and researchers from across
the country visit the museum
for conducting research, and
findings from these studies are
being published in different
national and  international
journals.

“General visitors, including
students from different schools
and colleges, also regularly visit
the museum,” he added.

Three held
with 1,600
magazine
pouches

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Cox’s Bazar

PHOTO: STAR

Police arrested three
people early yesterday
in Cox’s Bazar’'s Ramu
upazila while they were
allegedly  attempting
to  smuggle 1,600
magazine pouches used
with military firearms
towards the Myanmar
border, officials said.
The arrests were
made around 2:00am at
a police checkpostin the
Joarianala tea garden
area, where officers also
seized a pickup allegedly
used in the smuggling
attempt, said Ramu
Police Station Officer-

Star goes live
with PeopleDesk
HR system

STAR REPORT

The Daily Star has oflicially launched phase
one of PeopleDesk, a locally developed digital
human resource management system developed
by AKIJ iBOS, marking a significant step in the
organisation’s digital transformation initiative.
The launch follows an MOU signed earlier last
year between The Daily Star and AKIJ iBOS for
implementing the HR solution. Phase one focuses
on core HR data digitization and foundational

in-Charge Munirul people management processes.
Islam Bhuiyan. The go-live event was attended by senior
The arrestees officials from The Daily Star, including Mizanur

were identified as Md
Shahjahan, 25, Md Iliyas,
19, and Atikur Rahman,
25, all residents of
Naikhyangchhari
upazila in Bandarban.
During a search of
the vehicle based on

Rahman FCA, head of operations & CFO; Jahurul
Islam, assistant general manager-accounts &
finance; Md Mahmudul Hasan Khan, head of
HR & admin; Md Tanvir Ahamed Sarkar, head
of IT; Md Nomanuzzaman, manager-finance
& accounts; Md Istiak Ahmed Bappy, assistant
manager-administration; and Fahad Hossain,
senior executive-human resources. AKIJ iBOS

intelligence inputs, representatives included Md Al-Amin, CMO and
police recovered  the CRO; Md Ikbal Hoshen, CTO; Md Nazmul Haque
magazine pouches Sabuj, AGM, business development; ARSM Nuray
packed in 32 sacks, the Alam Parash, product manager for PeopleDesk;
OC said. ’ and Shahinur Shamim, business analyst.
In preliminary

interrogation, the . .

suspects claimed I ] d VV ld b

the items were being n ure 1 Oar

transported towards the
border for smuggling
through illegal routes
to an armed group in
Myanmar. They also told
police that the pouches
were manufactured at a
factory in Chattogram,
he added.

Cases have been filed
against the three under
the Anti Terrorism Act, }
and they were sent o |

rescued at CU

~_____ . CUCORRESPONDENT

An injured wild boar was rescued
near Alaol Hall of Chittagong
University on Wednesday night.

CU ofTicials believe hunters may
have attempted to Kkill the boar

using sharp weapons.
Johnny Roy, a sociology student
who provided first aid to the animal,

said the boar had been bleeding.
After treatment, the boar was released into the
wilds yesterday, Johnny added.

court for further legal
proceedings, the OC
said.
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Flat For Sale

Navana Sylvania Apartments are located A-3, B-3,
C-3, & D-3 lift 3, A-7, B-7, C-7 & D-7 lift 7. C-10
& D-10 lift 10 are of different size flat will be
sales.
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PRAYER
TIMING

DECEMBER 19

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Maintenance Division, Chattogram
Phone: 02-334453126

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha

Memo No. 25.36.1500.242.103.21.24.1800(3) Date: 17.12.2025

AZAN 5-20 12-30 3-45 5-22 7-00
JAMAAT 5-55 1-15 4-00 5-25 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

e-Tender Notice (OTM)

HICAWTR Sifa: St orTe 03¢ (9% ob FFEME, 2038
https://www.facebook.com/Bdopenuniversity/

e wmre
www.bou.ac.bd

e-Tender 15 invited in  the  National e-GP  System Portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of following work. Details are
given below:

UGC HEAT Sub-Project 13733

Bangladesh Biorefinery & Biocrude Innovation Center (3BIC):
A Waste-to-Fuel Approach for Transforming Bangladesh's Energy Future

Department of Civil Engineering

Khulna University of Engineering and Technology (KUET)

Khulna-9203, Bangladesh

e-GP Tender ID
1189699

Last selling date and time

11-Jan-2026  10:00

Closing date and time

11-Jan-2026 12:00

Address:

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the Ndl]lmdl e- Navana Sylvania Bhabon.

GP Portal. Ka-6/A, Nadda, Baridhara, Gulshan, Dhaka - S g iz
ﬂ:{? 1212. Mobile: 01847067507 e-Tender Notice
M - Jit e- Tender will be invited in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp:/'www.eprocure.gov.bd) for
oniruzzaman Jitu . . .
- X procurement of:
Executive Engineer PU B LI C N OTI CE Online tender
PWD Maintenance Division S, o = = T notice Online tender
GD-2779 Chattogram I, Md. Golam Rabbani, state that our company, M/S Chorka Textile No, | Temsler ID No. FPackage No. Description publication closing date
& Ltd., Olipur, Shahjibazar, Shaestaganj, Habigonj-3332, Bangladesh, date
imported chemicals from M/S Global Chemicals (China) Co., Ltd., Goods (Dev.), Supply of
W W Hong Kong. The original shipping documents sent by FedEx to KUET/13733/Y1/G2 | Elemental/CH
Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC, Foreign Exchange Branch, Motijheel, 1192552 Elemental/ CHNS NS Analyzer;
i St Analyzer; High - High -
NG R Cl Gl . ) . Dhaka, under AWB MNo. 885114179132, were destroyed by fire at KUET/13733/Y yzer; Hig Ju 17 December. 01 January.,
(¢T3 i3 N Mg ) et e whifl wfoaem Dhaka Airport on 18 October 2025. Shipment details: LC No. 0l LG2/2025 Temperature 3:1uﬂle Temperature 2535 EU?_lfl) ry
Y FEAETT 296725010812 (dated 07 September 2025), Shipping Agent: Date:17/12/2025 'Fumace / Muffle Furnace
ufefae. BI-S000 Maersk Bangladesh Ltd., Vessel: MCC DANANG, Voyage: 538W, BL Oven/Autoclave Open | /Oven/Autocla
’ No.: 259569008, A GD has been lodged at the Airport Police Station I"‘*I";?Ea_'-hﬁt't]w ok
(GD Mo. 2010 dated 27 November 2025). (
oo : 0X (7Y, 388 1192553, Goods (Dev.),
feesfe a-sue/20%¢ sifae - S xUETTIVY | KUEDISTRN TGS
39 ﬁ'iEW, o Md. Golam Rabbani s anaeay T T | Supply of Fuel | 17 December, | 01 January,
For and on behalf of o e i Analyzer 2025 2026
/5 Clooekes Tecila Lt Date:17/12/2025|  Tendering Method Anays o
i Fireem sfafa T9ree cTAE 1 Fraafi-g 2032 79 e e (OTM)

Bangladesh

'afiPBIG Tibiade wefifaraoe (57 ¢@@) (Job ID: 10208) @ yoft %=y
o fzams #ewT Saees MCQ Test ¢ Ffe w13 s, enfonas
Content ¢ 797 [Forem Mo fqwfe

e e st weree @EEr e Fanfr-a oz A ffer afmBTe
wBrade sl (59 e) (Job ID: 10208) a7 Soft ey «iww framsm =rewy @
AbaEEm 9w se/od/r038 wifaryw wle 99 ouf3038 (WONIE WEWAIEAT
erdfimrs sy ey farafee erfites MCQ Test (> worm#) wa fafew «Frst (2
THRTA) G ETIE WA ob/od/203b SIfFY, SwEE (T $BI-97F 3BT Afa; b
© ¥7%T) wafe 7 | 8% MCQ Test ¢ e + @@ epyemam Content & 797 faerem
e fafae o q9e «8e araesa S g s e erEEniEn
(https://erecruitment.bb.ore.bd) @ =rmaTe T4 TATE |

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP
Portal and no online/ hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender registration
in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

LEGALNOTICE
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
COMPANY MATTER NO. 2250 OF 2025

The fees for last selling/downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-
GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered banks
[N THE MATTER OF: An application under Section §1(2) amd &5 (3) of the Company Act, 1994 for condonation of branches.
detay i holding the sl General Mesting for the year 3123 md 2124 of Hejj Agencies Associmion of Bengladesh (HAAB)
alongwih Scenon 39 of the said Act fo esanesation of the Board of Menagement of the Association fiom penal Heblity sed
IN THE MATTER OF: Fand Ahmod Mazumder, Son of Mokbul Ahmed Mazumder and Anowara Hegen,
Propricor of Golden Bengal Tours and Trevels, Hap Livense No:0213, Sama office complex, 66/A, Nevamltan,

{9tk Floar), Diaka- 00

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal
and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Dr. Md. Khalekuzzaman

Sub-Project Manager
UGC HEAT SP-13733

-VERSUS-
| Hagj Apescies Assuciation of Bangladesh (HAAB) having its offce at Sattara Center (15th Floar), MVA, Naya
Paltan, VIP Road, Dbaks- 100, ied anvther md
1 Registear of Joint Ssock Companits and Firms, Kawren Bazar, TCB Bhaban (66h Floor), Dhaka-1215,

MNofice is hereby gven to afl concemed that an application under Section §1(2) and 85 |1I-nl1h:{nmprx.\ Ao,
1994 for candoeation: of delay in halding the Anmual General Meeting for the year 2023 and 2024 of Hag
Agencies ".m.mwaﬂimglm‘l {HAAB) shmgwith Soction 396 of the said At for exonerstion of the Board
of Musagements of the Association from panal Fabifity was mrved on behulf of the petitioner submirted an 15th

fefifz 8u /3036 -00ns

wifgds sb/sa/s03¢ e Decesniter, 2025, beroee the Company Judge of the High Court Divisiom of the Hon'ble Supreme Coun of : ) _
133/ / Bangladesh. Lipon preliminary hearing of the peticion Justice Mr. Abmed Sohel was plessed 10 admit the Bangladesh Biorefinery & Biocrude Innovation Center (3BIC)
ﬁw]aa qEA HFH application oa the same day, [F amyoe i interested 10 oppose the said appbcation, he may sppear berore the i Bl .
i ¢ Wit orat e e frew o et Honble Court by himself or by his Auvocase oo the datefied. Copy of tis appection willbe svailubl withthe Department of Civil Engineering )
(TET SAFETI TR Sloorts FRCA G T30 | AR (Refra) o ﬁ;ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ" "'“;am O i N e e i — Khulna University of Engineering & Technology (KUET)
: : purt , 2 ul
G219 svr-oifea, faasifr . e Khulna-9203 Gpmi

Association, Ramwa Dhaka -1000
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Gaza ops at
risk from Israeli
impediments

UN, aid groups warn as dozens
face de-registration by Dec 31

AGENCIES

The United Nations and aid groups warned on Wednesday
that humanitarian operations in the Palestinian
territories, particularly Gaza, were at risk of collapse if
Israel does not lift impediments that include a “vague,
arbitrary, and highly politicized” registration process.

Dozens of international aid groups face de-registration
by December 31, which then means they have to close
operations within 60 days, said the UN and more than 200
local and international aid groups in a joint statement.

“The deregistration of INGOs (international aid groups)
in Gaza will have a catastrophic impact on access to
essential and basic services,” the statement read.

“INGOs run or support the majority of field hospitals,
primary healthcare centers, emergency shelter responses,
water and sanitation services, nutrition stabilization
centers for children with acute malnutrition, and critical

(1

Members of parliament from the Democratic Party, Albania’s biggest opposition party, protest against the

government inside parliament in Tirana, yesterday.

» Israeli truce violations ‘endanger’ entire
deal: Qatar’s PM

»» 30,000 children affected by storm
damage to their shelters

mine action activities,” it said.

While some international aid groups have been
registered under the system that was introduced in March,
“the ongoing re-registration process and other arbitrary

Don’t make ‘fatal
mistake’ in Venezuela

Russia warns US after Trump orders
‘blockade’ of sanctioned oil tankers

hindrances to humanitarian operations have left millions
of dollars’ worth of essential supplies - including food,
medical items, hygiene materials, and shelter assistance
- stuck outside of Gaza and unable to reach people in
need,” the statement read.

The humanitarian situation has become desperate
as winter storms pummel the territory. This has been
compounded by Israel’s refusal to allow vital supplies,
including mobile homes, into Gaza. The United Nations
reported that roughly 30,000 children have been affected
by storm damage to their shelters.

Meanwhile, Qatar’s Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani has warned
that daily Israeli breaches of the Gaza ceasefire are
threatening the entire agreement, as he called for urgent
progress towards the next phase of the deal to end Israel’s
genocidal war on the besieged Palestinian enclave, reports
Al Jazeera online.

AFP, Moscow
Russia yesterday called on Donald
Trump’s administration not to make a
“fatal mistake” in the Venezuela crisis,
calling for restraint and saying it was in
“constant contact” with its ally Caracas.
US President Donald Trump ordered
a blockade of sanctioned oil tankers in
Venezuela this week, marking a new
escalation between Washington and
the South American country led by
leftist authoritarian Nicolas Maduro.
Venezuela has insisted its crude
oil exports were not impacted by the
announcement, showing defiance.
Maduro is a friend of the Kremlin’s
and has been a regular guest in Moscow

for years.

Moscow’s foreign ministry said it
hoped the White House will “not allow
a fatal mistake and will refrain from
further sliding into a situation that
threatens unpredictable consequences
for the entire Western hemisphere.”

It called for a “de-escalation” and
expressed support for Maduro’s
government.

The Kremlin said it was in “constant
contact” with its “ally and partner”
Venezuela.

“We, of course, call on all countries
of the region to show restraint in order
to avoid any unpredictable development
in the situation,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said.

Thailand bombs
casino hub on

border: Cambodia

AFP, Phnom Penh

Cambodia said Thailand’s military yesterday
bombed the casino town of Poipet, a major
crossing between the two nations, as foreign
powers pressured them to halt reignited border
clashes.

Thai forces “dropped two bombs in the area of
Poipet Municipality, Banteay Meanchey Province”
at around 11:00 am (0400 GMT) yesterday, the
Cambodian defence ministry said in a statement.

Thailand has not yet confirmed any strike on
Poipet -- a bustling casino hub popular with Thai
gamblers.

The renewed fighting between the Southeast
Asian neighbours this month has killed at least
21 people in Thailand and 17 in Cambodia, while
displacing around 800,000, officials said.

China said it was sending its special envoy for
Asian affairs to Cambodia and Thailand yesterday
for a “shuttle-diplomacy trip” to help bridge the
gaps and “rebuild peace”.

“Through its own way, China has been working
actively for deescalation,” Beijing’s foreign

PHOTO: REUTERS ministry said in a statement late Wednesday.

Nepal’s ousted
PM Oli re-elected
as party leader

“There are

situations AFP, Kathmandu

where cesectecectcrcrsnctsesescsstsrsrsractstsrsnsessrsrces

the UNis Members of ousted Nepali prime minister KP

indispensable Sharma Oli’s political party voted for him to retain
v leadership of the organisation yesterday, meaning

because he will oversee its preparations for national

nobody elections next year.

else can do Members of the Communist Party of Nepal -

that work... Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) cast their

and we have ballots during a two-day general convention in the

mandates.” capital Kathmandu, which Oli won by a landslide.

The 73-year-old political veteran’s success
comes after he stepped down as prime minister
during a September youth-led uprising that
toppled his government. Nepal will hold elections
in March with a caretaker administration running
the country in the meantime.

UN refugee chief
Filippo Grandi on US
aid cuts
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Government of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer
Pirojpur PWD Division
ee_peroj@pwd.gov.bd

Memo No. 25.36.7900.150.1.8./1208/2(2) Date: ... 18/12/2025

e-Tender Notice
(Tender No. Hospital/lift/PWD/Peroj/25-26)

e-Tender is invited in the national e-Gp System portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the Procurement of the following works,

SL | Tender Name of works Procurement] Tender Last Tender Tender
No.| ID method | Selling Date & | Security Last | Closing Date
4 Time submission & Time
Date & Time
01. | 1199119 | Up-gradation & Renovation of Pirojpur OT™ 08-Jan -2026 | 08-Jan-2026 | OB-Jan -2026

District Hospital from 100 bed to 250 16:45 16:50 17:00
Bed ai Pirojpur (Sub-head: Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning
of 4 Nos. 1250kg Lift)

This is an online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be
accepted to submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp://www eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents form the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through
any registered Bank branches up to 08 Jan-2026 at 16:45 Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP
System Portal and from e-GP help desk (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd).

Executive Engineer
(Additional Charge)
PWD Division, Pirojpur.

GD-2787

Israel
series of strikes on

[.ebanon

AFP, Beirut

Israel launched several strikes on southern and
castern Lebanon yesterday, Lebanese state media
reported, as the Israeli military said “it targeted
Hezbollah infrastructure including a military
compound”.

Despite a November 2024 ceasefire that was
supposed to end more than a year of hostilities
between Israel and Hezbollah, Israel has kept up
strikes on Lebanon and has also maintained troops
in five southern areas it deems strategic.

Delhi bans tandoors
in its fight against air
pollution

AGENCIES

The humble tandoor, used to prepare rotis
and roasted delights, has become the latest
target of Delhi’s pollution fight. The Delhi
Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) issued
directions banning tandoors that use coal
and firewood across all hotels, restaurants
and open eateries in the city.

The air quality index in the Delhi region,
home to 30 million people, has been in the
“severe” category for the past few days, often
crossing the 450-mark, reports Reuters.

In addition, shallow fog in parts of the
city worsened visibility that affected flights
and trains.

A3 1olG Al cAIe T TSl |
POWER GRID BANGLADESH PLC

{An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

HIEE 42- 29.%5,0000 9¢3. 5,003,390, 300

srewra fires fie #itds gom wEw Sewdi FMafafis weg e-GP bt a3ifire 2l

Grid Bhaban, Avenue-3, Jahurul Islam City, Aftabnagar, Badda, Dhaka-1212 Web: www.powergrid. govbd

wifae yanyr0vefs

D Title of Works Last date & time of | Tender Closing

document selling | Date and Time

1187696 | Supply of Maintenance Tools and
Materials for Amtali 400 kV Switching
Station, Gopalganj 4002301132 kV
Substation & Payra 4001132/33 kV
Substation

04-Jan-2026
At 14:00

04-Jan-2026
At 15.05

w18 B AfeieE www.eprocure.gov.bd BTG TR F9T WEHEAL & S
LR R ]

g TATYA F4 TR
SR S, i Acde, Yot

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal and

GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd).
e-Tenders are invited in e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD
Road Division, Gopalganj
Email: rhdgopal@gmail.com

e-GP Tender Notice

no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, please register on e-

Executive Engineer, RHD, Road Division, Gopalganj for the procurement of
following works. e-Tender details can be downloaded from e-GP System Portal
"http://www.eprocure.gov.bd" for purchase.

Tender 1D and Name of work Last date and Closing
Package No. time of date and
purchasing/ time
downloading
document
1192481 Supply of Asphalt Mistry, | 31-Dec-2025 01-Jan-
30/e-GP/GRD/ Semi-Skilled & Unskilled 17:00 2026
2025-2026 (OTM) | Labour for Potholes Repair 12:30

work at Ch: 00+030m to
Ch: 01+950m, Ch:
02+020m to 03+980m &
Ch: 04+10m to Ch:
05+990m of Bijoypasha-
Talarhati-Joynagarghat

Road (Z-8420) & Ch:
17+010m to Ch: 18+980m
of Satpar-Ramdia-Fukurah
Road (7-8419) under Road
Sub-Division, Gopalganj

during the year 2025-2026.

Accepted tenders will be opened online immediately after opening time.

/rt/s-u-;r’

Sheikh Nabil Hossain
ID-602255
Executive Engineer (A.C), RHD

iD-27 § .
pee Road Division, Gopalganj
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Home adviser must
retract his comment

His order to police to arrest without
charge is deeply problematic

It is deeply alarming to see Home Adviser Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury issue a verbal directive to police officers to arrest
people even without a case, an instruction that strikes at
the heart of the due legal process. By issuing such an order,
Chowdhury has constituted a fundamental breach of the
law that he is supposed to uphold. In a society governed by
rules, the police are only enforcers of the law. There must be
a credible, specific complaint and a legal basis for arresting a
citizen. A warrant, or at the very least, clear legal grounds (or
reasonable suspicion) must exist as a safeguard against abuse.
Yet the home adviser seems to have instructed the police to
tear up this rulebook.

Chowdhury reportedly told the Narayanganj superintendent
of police, “Whether there is a case or not against an Awami
League criminal is irrelevant. You must immediately bring
them under law. Failure to do so will result in action against
you.” The assertion that the existence of a case is “irrelevant”
is stunning. In a democracy, a formal case is not a technicality;
it is an essential prerequisite for any legal steps. By separating
the power of arrest from the requirement of evidence, the
home adviser is effectively inviting the police to act ultra vires—
beyond their legal authority. Law enforcement agencies cannot
be granted carte blanche to sweep up political opponents, or
criminals, on presumption alone; this would erode the very
legal system the interim government claims it is trying to
restore.

The context for this directive is “Operation Devil Hunt Phase
2,” a security drive that has detained nearly 2,000 people in
just 24 hours. While the government has a legitimate duty to
disarm and arrest violent actors and maintain public safety, it
cannot do so by ordering the police to break the law. When
a home adviser threatens punishment for police officers who
refuse to arrest uncharged individuals, he poisons the chain of
command, forcing officers into an impossible choice between
their oath to the law and obedience to superior command.

The fact that he now appears to be taking his legal cues
from those demanding these arrests is deeply worrying, even
if their grievances against the previous regime are valid. If an
individual has committed a crime, the proper course is clear:
the police must file a case and obtain a warrant. Anything
less is an abuse of power. If the police can arrest someone
today without a case or evidence—simply because a person in
authority brands them an “AL criminal”—then the country is
sliding back into the dangerous territory it sought to escape
not long ago.

The interim government must not repeat the repressive
tactics used by the former regime. Chowdhury’s order must
be retracted immediately and publicly. Law and order cannot
simply be restored by breaking the law.

Ellicient energy use
is crucial

Recent gains show sustainable
energy use strengthens economy

At a time when the country is grappling with high global fuel
prices, dollar crisis, and persistent energy insecurity, a new
report has revealed an encouraging finding. According to the
Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA),
improved energy efliciency saved Bangladesh an estimated
$3.3 billion in the fiscal year 2023-24 by reducing fossil fuel
consumption and avoiding energy imports equivalent to seven
million tonnes of oil. This achievement clearly shows that
eflicient energy use is not only environmentally beneficial, but
it could also be a vital economic strategy for the country.

The report attributes these savings to efficiency gains across
households, industry, and the power system. Widespread
use of LED lighting, along with energy-eflicient fans and air
conditioners, helped reduce electricity demand in homes.
Meanwhile, industries upgraded boilers, furnaces, and captive
power plants, and adopted waste-heat recovery technologies.
Collectively, these measures enabled the economy to maintain
the same level of output while consuming significantly less
fuel.

These gains are also the result of long-term policy planning.
The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Master Plan, adopted
in 2016, set a target of reducing energy intensity by 20 percent
by 2030. Between FY2014-15 and FY2023-24, energy efliciency
reportedly improved by 13.64 percent, with momentum
accelerating after FY2020-21, as global fuel volatility and
domestic supply disruptions made efficiency a priority. IEEFA
notes that Bangladesh is now on track to meet its national
efliciency targets and updated climate commitments,
potentially ahead of schedule. This is truly encouraging.

However, as the report rightly points out, vast opportunities
remain untapped. Many captive power generators continue
to operate inefliciently, and wider adoption of efficient
motors, electric boilers, and modern machinery could further
reduce fuel use and LNG imports. At the same time, stronger
enforcement of appliance standards, building codes, and
energy labelling is essential to secure real and lasting savings.
Unfortunately, the recent increases in import duties on key
components of LED lights and energy-eflicient appliances
could push price-sensitive consumers towards cheaper,
ineflicient alternatives. This is an issue the government must
urgently review.

Energy efliciency has proven to be one of the most cost-
effective ways to strengthen energy security, ease pressure
on foreign exchange reserves, and build resilience against
global fuel shocks. The government must, therefore, treat
energy efficiency as a strategic national priority, ensuring
close coordination among regulators, industries, and
financial institutions to sustain and expand these gains.
Equally important is accelerating the transition to clean
energy. Without consistent policy support, enforcement, and
incentives, Bangladesh risks sliding back into higher energy
consumption and renewed dependence on costly fossil fuels.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

South Korea gets first female president
On this day in 2012, Park Geun-Hye became the first female to
be elected president of South Korea.

Phulbari coal, power crisis,
and a dangerous revisionism

ARTE S

Anu Muhammad
is a_former professor of economics
at Jahangirnagar University.

ANUMUHAMMAD

Regarding the Phulbari Open-Pit Coal
Mining Project, the chief adviser’s press
secretary recently made a Facebook
post suggesting that Bangladesh is
facing a severe power crisis because
coal at Phulbari was not extracted. He
went further, implying that those who
resisted the project are responsible for
today’s dependence on India and the
resulting energy insecurity. When a
press secretary speaks on a matter of
such national importance, it is natural
to expect the chiefl adviser to clarify
his stance if the views expressed by his
press secretary do not coincide with
his. The reason for that is, the press
secretary’s post is not only misleading
but also factually incorrect, historically
distorted, and deeply unjust (o a
movement that remains one of the
proudest examples of public resistance
in Bangladesh’s history.

The claim that Bangladesh would
not have faced a power crisis had
Phulbari coal been extracted is simply
untrue. The proposed 30-year project
by British company Asia Energy was
based on open-pit mining, which
would have required excavating vast
areas of Dinajpur, destroying three
crop agricultural land across six
uparzilas in one of the country’s most
important food-producing regions.
To reach the coal, underground
water aquifers would have been
permanently drained. Hundreds of
thousands of people would have been
forced from their homes, turning
them into environmental refugees,
many with nowhere to go but already
overstretched cities like Dhaka. The
environmental damage would not have
been contained within Phulbari and
its adjacent region. Given Bangladesh’s
dense network of rivers and wetlands,
contamination would have spread
far beyond the mining site, creating a
cascading ecological disaster.

And in return for all this
destruction, Bangladesh was offered
only a six percent royalty. Eighty
percent of the coal was earmarked for
export. Even more absurdly, the plan
included a railway line from Dinajpur
to the project site to facilitate that
export, with the cost to be borne
by Bangladesh. In other words, the
country would have lost land, water,
food security, and livelihoods along
with its coal resources, while paying
to export its own coal abroad to
ensure huge profit for the company.
This was not development; it was
an absurd project of a company
to make super profit at the cost
of unprecedented environmental
destruction for the country, along with

its loss of agricultural land and human
catastrophe.

That is why people resisted. On
August 26,2006, more than a hundred
thousand people gathered in Phulbari
to protest the project. The then
Bangladesh Rifles opened fire on the
crowd. Three people were killed. Many
more were injured. What followed was
a mass uprising and protest across
the country, which forced the then-
government to retreat from signing
the project with Asia Energy. Instead,
the government signed the Phulbari
Agreement with local people and the
National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas,
Mineral Resources, Port and Power as

RESULT OF AGM

GCM RESOURCES PLC
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their representative just four days later,
on August 30. Among local resistance
movements in Bangladesh, Phulbari
stands out not only for its scale but
also for its global significance. It
remains a rare example of a grassroots
movement successfully stopping a
powerful multinational project. To now
blame that resistance for today’s power
crisis is to patronise that destructive
project and to erase people’s sacrifice,
suffering, and democratic courage to
uphold national interest.

Bangladesh’s current energy crisis
and import dependence did not emerge
because coal was left underground
in Phulbari. It emerged because of
deliberate wrong policy choices. Over
the past decade, the state pushed
ahead with coal-based power plants
such as Rampal, Payra, Matarbari,

and Banshkhali despite sustained
warnings that Bangladesh cannot
afford to take the coal path to meet
demand for power generation. Instead,
the focus should be on investments
in renewable energy and building
national capability for domestic gas
exploration. The past government did
not listen; on the contrary, it adopted
an expensive, environmentally risky,
import-dependent  energy model,
increasing reliance on LNG (liquified
natural gas) and imported coal
under the Power System Master Plan
(PSMP). When global prices rose, the
consequences were inevitable, and
ordinary people are now paying the
cost. Environmental problems are also
accumulating. Trying to rationalise
another destructive coal project to
supply coal to these problematic power
plants will only deepen the crisis and
disaster.

What makes the FB post even more
alarming is that it tries to rationalise
a problematic corporate operation.
Asia Energy, now operating as GCM
Resources, does not hold a mining

Abonil GOV Resources

agreements with foreign investors,
including Chinese companies,
projecting Phulbari as a future mine.
No visible action has been taken by
the present government to challenge
or halt these activities. These activities
are not harmless technical lapses; they
are a continuing breach. The timing of
the press secretary’s statement is also
significant as it was posted only one
and a half weeks before the company’s
annual general meeting held on
December 17. The FB post written in
English is likely to convince hesitant
shareholders that Bangladesh’s
government may revive the Phulbari
project. This is how speculative share
prices are inflated—through political
signalling and lobbying. That’s why the
government must officially clarify its
position immediately.

Besides, it is particularly disturbing
to hear pro-coal lobbyist arguments
coming from an official of the
government, whose chief speaks
globally of “Three Zeros”—zero carbon
emissions, Zero unemployment,
and zero poverty. Supporting coal

GCM Resources plc (LON.GCM), the AIM lsted mining and energy company, has ideatified a high-quality coal resource of

372 millkon tonnes (HORC 2004 compliant) at the Phulban Coal and Power Progect (ihe "Project™) in north-west Bangladesh,

Utilising the Intest highly energy efficient power genemting technology the Fhulbani coal mine can support seme 6,5000W.

GCM requires approval from the Govemnmaent of Bangladesh in onder to develop the Project. The Company has & strategy of

linking the Company®s mine proposal to supplying coal to the Governmaent of Bangladesh's existing and in the pipeline coal-

fired power plants and / or power plants developed development panners. Together with credible, internationally recognised

strategic development parmers, GCM aims 1o deliver o practical power salution 1o provide the cheapest coal-Tired elecmciny

im the country, m o manner amenable 1o the Government of Bangladeal

licence in Bangladesh. The company’s
Phulbari  project was effectively
cancelled after the mass uprising
of 2006. Since then, the licence has
never been renewed. Yet, year after
year, the company has continued to
trade on the London stock exchange
market by presenting Bangladesh’s
coal resources as its asset (GCM
Resources PLC filings), despite having
no legal right to mine them. Successive
governments have acknowledged this
reality on multiple occasions, but no
serious attempt has been made to stop
the illegal use of Bangladesh’s natural
resources in foreign financial markets.

It is imperative to investigate the
network of beneficiaries of this illegal
share market business. The reason
is that, even without any licence,
Asia Energy continues to enter into

VISUAL:MONOROM POLOK

expansion does the opposite. It
worsens environmental risk, displaces
communities, and locks a country into
an unsustainable economic path.

The government’s responsibility now
is clear. It must respect public resistance
against a disastrous project, and not
rewrite history to please corporate
interests. It must fully uphold the
Phulbari Agreement, stop Asia Energy’s
illegal activities in foreign markets,
withdraw the false and harassing
cases against Phulbari organisers, and
commit to energy choices that are
environmentally sound, economically
rational, and rooted in public interest.
Phulbari is not just about coal. It is
about whether truth still matters in
policymaking, and whether people’s
interest and their struggles still count
in the future of this country.

The gig economy’s convenience
has an unseen toll

Nahian Rahman

is research associate at the Bangladesh
Institute of Governance and Management
(BIGM).

NAHIAN RAHMAN

Bangladesh’s gig economy, such as
ride-sharing, food delivery, courier
services, has mushroomed in the
last decade. For the urban middle
class, it has turned Dhaka’s traffic-
clogged streets into a menu of instant
conveniences: a car at your doorstep,
biryani at midnight, medicine at the
push of a button. For workers, it has
opened new sources of income in a
job market where formality is often a
mirage. Yet, beneath this convenient
opportunity lies a maze of human
biases, where commuters and workers
alike stumble in predictable, costly
ways.

Take surge pricing. In theory, it is
pure economics: higher fares balance
demand and supply. But in practice,
it preys on psychology. Few want to be
stranded outside Bashundhara City
Mall in a downpour or risk arriving
late to an interview in Karwan Bazar.
The “pain of paying” is dulled when
urgency looms. People often treat an
extra Tk 100 or Tk 200 as the price

of saving face, dignity, or dry clothes.
This is loss aversion at work: the fear
of inconvenience outweighs the pain
of spending. Like an umbrella seller
at New Market who doubles prices the
moment the sky darkens, apps exploit
the instinct that it is better to pay more
now than regret later.

Workersface theirown psychological
traps. Gig platforms shower riders with
pings, bonuses, and multipliers—a
digital gamification of survival. A rider
may slog through Mirpur’s gridlock
for a Tk 50 bonus, not realising that
fuel, time, and exhaustion quietly eat
away at the reward. This is present bias:
the lure of immediate cash eclipses
long-term costs and riders often
overestimate short-term wins while
underestimating the toll on health,
safety, and even family time.

The consequences ripple
outwards. Consumers, hypnotised
by convenience, often overspend;
workers, nudged by psychological
levers, often overwork for less-than-

expected earnings. What looks like
freedom—the ability to choose when
and how to work—can turn into an
invisible treadmill. These dynamics
are not unique to Bangladesh. Uber
drivers in New York chase surge
zones the way Dhaka riders chase
Gulshan orders, and food couriers in
Jakarta share the same complaints of
exhaustion. However, in Bangladesh,
where social safety nets are [ragile,
labour protections are thin, and
digital literacy is uneven, the stakes are
higher. In this context, cognitive biases
are not just quirks; they can entrench
inequality.

What, then, is the way forward?
Behavioural economics offers not
only diagnosis but also design.
Imagine if ride-hailing apps showed a
monthly spending tracker before you
confirm your next ride: a gentle nudge
reminding you that convenience
costs add up like drips filling a jar.
Or if delivery apps highlighted not
just earnings but net earnings—what
remains after fuel and time—helping
riders see the hidden costs of “quick
wins.” Even something as simple as
mandatory rest reminders, like the
breaks enforced in factories, could
prevent accidents and burnout.

Policy, too, must step in. Regulation
could require platforms to make
surge pricing more (ransparent.
Bonuses could be restructured to
reward sustainable patterns rather
than punishingly long shifts. Training

programmes, offered through unions
or NGOs, could help gig workers
recognise traps like present bias and
overconfidence. Because the first step
to beating a bias is knowing you have
one.

Bangladesh’s  digital  platforms
are becoming public infrastructure,
as essential to urban life as buses or
bazaars. And just as we regulate food
safety or banking transparency, we
must design digital labour markets
with human psychology in mind.
Otherwise, the shiny promise of
convenience will mask a darker reality
of exploitation.

The next time you accept a surge
fare from Dhanmondi to Motijheel, or
a rider races down Airport Road for a
tiny bonus, remember these choices,
in aggregate, shape the architecture
of our economy: who prospers, who
struggles, who gets left behind.
Behavioural economicsis the flashlight
that reveals these invisible forces—and
the map that can guide us towards a
fairer, more humane gig economy. In
a city where convenience often reigns
supreme and patience is scarce, we
must ask whether our choices will
serve us, or whether we will remain
passengers in a machine that profits
from the quirks of our own minds. In
the end, the cost of convenience is not
just in taka; it is measured in the time,
energy, and dignity that slip quietly
through our fingers.
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Bauls, ballots, and the price ol
weak institutions

>

Bobby Hajjaj

is chairman of the Nationalist Democratic Movement (NDM)
and a faculty member at North South University. He can be
reached at bobby.hajjaj@northsouth.edu.
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BOBBY HAJJAJ

The surest sign of a liberal democracy is not a
flag, nor a constitution framed behind glass. It
is the quiet competence of institutions—and
the political culture that keeps them honest.
One shapes the other the way a river shapes
its banks, and the banks, in turn, discipline
the river.

That is why the institutionalists keep
returning to the same blunt lesson: prosperity
and stability do not emerge from slogans,
but from rules that bind the powerful and
protect the ordinary. The modern canon
has made this point in different registers—
economists Daron Acemoglu and James A
Robinson’s popular formulation of “inclusive”
institutions, for instance. Besides, many other
scholars have helped renew attention to the
study of institutions within top-tier economic
and  policymaking research. Harvard
Business School Professor Tarun Khanna
and colleagues, writing from the trenches of
emerging markets, named what citizens live
with daily: “institutional voids”—the missing
intermediaries, enforcement mechanisms,
and credible regulators that make markets
and democracies functional rather than
theatrical.

Liberal democracy is a system of habits:
impartial policing, predictable courts,
professional bureaucracy, disciplined parties,
a press that can wound vanity without
being silenced, and a citizenry that does not
confuse allegiance with worship. When these
habits rot, ballots become costumes in a
performance.

In a country like ours, religion supplies
a large share of the moral vocabulary that
becomes political culture. It is sociology.
But it becomes combustible when a single,
increasingly literalist and punitive style of
religiosity pushes itself into every public
space—especially in a society where state
institutions are weak enough to be bullied
by the loudest. Bangladesh’s recent history
has seen surges of conservative identification;
in the streets, this often takes the form of
“guardianship” over women'’s bodies, music,
folk spirituality—over anything joyful that
cannot be easily policed.

Political scientist Samuel Huntington’s
“Clash of Civilizations” thesis was never merely
descriptive; in practice, it became a script that
actors on all sides could perform. When global
politics is reduced to civilisational camps—

and tensions.

In such a vacuum, the street becomes
the parliament, and the most organised
intimidators become lawmalkers.

Since August 2024, we have watched
extremist voices test the state’s reflexes. In
March 2025, police used tear gas and sound
grenades to disperse a “March for Khilafat” in
Dhaka involving members of Hizb-ut-Tahrir,
a group banned since 2009 yet bold enough

grotesque. Viral images of men beating a
sari-clad effigy of a woman with shoes on
the Dhaka University campus and reports
documenting derogatory public rhetoric
against the commission and demands to
abolish it became common.

This is the context in which the latest target
has appeared: the bauls—Bengal’s wandering
metaphysicians, singing devotion without
bureaucracy. Unesco describes baul songs

“the West” and “Islam,” each imagined as a
single block—religion is pushed into the role
of political identity, not only private [aith.

Under Sheikh Hasina’s long authoritarian
arc, a particular narrative was sold abroad:
the state as the last rampart against Islamist
extremism. And authoritarian states love
a single monstrous enemy; it lets them call
every democratic demand “instability.” After
the 2024 uprising, Bangladesh entered a new
period. What came with the regime’s fall was
not only relief; it was revelation—the true
depth of institutional depravity, now visible
because fear no longer covers it.

We are now scheduled to hold national
elections on February 12, 2026. Yet, the air
is still thick with the sense that rules do not
rule; forces do. There is rising dissatisfaction
with the interim administration amid delays
on promised reforms, with renewed protests

to mobilise publicly after Friday prayers.

Then came the policing of women’s public
presence—not through law, but through
vandalism and menace. In late January 2025,
women’s football events in Joypurhat and
Dinajpur were cancelled after violence and
pressure from groups identified as “Towhidi
Janata,” with injuries reported; even when
authorities later ordered rescheduling, the
message had already been delivered: women
may play only by permission.

Around the same period, multiple
prominent actresses did not attend planned
public programmes, with reports of security
concerns and local opposition surrounding
such events.

And when the interim government’s
own Women’s Affairs Reform Commission
produced a report with hundreds of
recommendations, backlash turned
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as an “unorthodox devotional tradition,”
influenced by multiple strands including
Sufi Islam, yet not reducible to any organised
religion.

In November 2025, “Maharaj Abul Sarkar,”
a prominent baul singer, was arrested
and sent to jail in Manikganj for allegedly
hurting religious sentiments. The allegation
was related to remarks during a folk
performance earlier that month. After the
arrest, attacks were reported against bauls
and Abul Sarkar’s followers in Manikganj
and elsewhere.

Here, the cultural war becomes
unmistakable. “Bengali nationalism” and
“Bangladeshi nationalism” have carried
multiple meanings across history, but today
they are often waved like opposing flags:
one associated with an indigenous Bangalee
culture that includes Islamic components,

the other increasingly framed by some as a
narrower religious identity suspicious of folk
traditions. In that zero-sum contest, bauls
are condemned not for violence, but for
ambiguity—for refusing to fit cleanly into the
boxes.

There is an irony worth underlining for
the pious and the political alike. Conservative
gatekeepers sometimes cite Imam al-
Ghazali as a warrant for crushing “deviant”
spirituality. Yet, al-Ghazali’s own legacy is
more complex: he famously attacked certain
metaphysical claims of the philosophers
in The Incoherence of the Philosophers,
while his broader work helped make Sufism
an acceptable part of orthodox Islam. And
in Bengal, encyclopedic scholarship notes
that Sufi saints and syncretistic practice
were central to Islam’s spread and its
accommodation with local culture.

I have personally sat through a Friday
sermon where a khatib described bauls as
people who eat human excrement—malice
dressed up as piety. Even if one believes baul
metaphors cross theological lines, the cruelty
of the propaganda is not proportionate to
any alleged deviation. It is not da‘wah; it is
dehumanisation. And dehumanisation is how
mobs prepare themselves.

So, the question institutionalism forces
upon us is not only who is right, but who
benefits when the state looks weak. When
extremist street-power rises visibly in the
absence of an autocrat, it can retroactively
validate the autocrat’s propaganda: “Only I
can control the monsters.”

In such conditions, any manufactured
chaos becomes a bargaining chip—
domestically and internationally.

To preserve democracy, we must reject
extremist intimidation on principle. But we
must also reject it tactically in the short term,
because chaos is a currency spent by those
who want to discredit electoral politics and
re-legitimise authoritarian “order.”

What should be done is, in fact,
unromantic: enforce existing law
consistently; prosecute violence regardless
of banner; protect women’s sports and
cultural gatherings as ordinary public order
duties, not “special permissions”; and defend
freedom of expression without waiting for
international embarrassment. Above all,
rebuild institutional reflexes—police that
respond to crimes rather than crowds,
administrators who do not surrender the
state’s authority to whoever shouts loudest,
and political parties that stop outsourcing
public morality to mobs.

A democracy does not die only when a
dictator returns. It also dies when citizens
learn to whisper. And nothing teaches us to
whisper faster than the sight of a state that
will not stand between the vulnerable and the
violent.

Is selective amnesia the price of a new Bangladesh?

Arafat Rahaman
is journalist at The Daily Star. He can be
reached at arafat. mcj@yahoo.com.
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When a

government  prints
too much money, the currency
gradually loses its value. When a
political party overuses history,
that history too loses its value. This
is exactly what happened to our
Liberation War history. For over 15
years, the Awami lLeague regime
exhausted the moral capital of the
Liberation War to justify everything
from corruption to authoritarian
control, commodifying the sacred
until reverence became fatigue. The
consequence has been corrosive.
Today, many view symbols of the
struggle not as national heritage,
but as regime tools. Cynicism has
taken the place of memory.

However, cynicism  iS  no
substitute for history. Discarding
the gold because the miner was
corrupt is a grave mistake, one that
is turning into a dangerous national
amnesia. That danger is visible on
our streets, on our campuses, and
in official conduct. Stand at any
busy intersection in Dhaka today
and shout “Joy Bangla,” the slogan
synonymous with the Liberation
War, and you will feel it.

Sixteen months after what was
hailed as a “second independence”,
uttering the slogan feels less
patriotic and more like a personal
risk. Words that once united a
fractured nation against genocide
now invite abuse, threats, assault, or
branding as a traitor. This fear is the
clearest measure of where we stand. I
write this as a citizen who welcomed
the end of the Awami League’s
authoritarian rule. Like millions of
others, I suffocated under the grip of
the last decade. I felt stifled by a one
party arrogance that commodified

1971 for political legitimacy. So, I
wanted reform.

Butin thebargain for anew future,
I did not consent to the erasure of
the history that made this republic
possible. Citizens participated in
an uprising to end a regime, not to
lobotomise the nation’s memory.
The crisis we face is not merely
about slogans. It is a moral inversion
that was laid bare on Martyred
Intellectuals Day, when Jamaat-e-
Islami Secretary General Mia Golam
Parwar claimed that “Indian agents”
murdered our intellectuals, while a
pro-vice chancellor of Chittagong
University dismissed the Pakistani
army’s culpability as “absurd”.

History is not a blank slate.
Contemporary records, including
Jamaat’s own mouthpiece Dainik
Sangram (1971), document the role
of Al-Badr Kkilling squads drawn
from Islami Chhatra Sangha. The
International Crimes Tribunal later
judicially  established  Jamaat’s
culpable role in the systematic
liquidation of intellectuals. Blaming
“Indian agents” today is not revision;
it is denial.

Shout “Joy Bangla” in the wrong
crowd, and you risk being branded.
For instance, in Muktagachha,
Mymensingh, a Victory Day
programme organised to honour
freedom fighters was suspended

after disorder broke out when
veteran freedom fighter Bashir
Uddin concluded his speech

with the slogans “Joy Bangla, Joy
Bangabandhu”. A group of youths
protested with counter-slogans,
climbed onto the stage, and forced
the upazila administration to halt
the event.

By contrast, announce from a
public stage that Pakistan did not
kill Bangladesh’s intellectuals, and
you are shielded by the freedom
of expression. We are fast building
a country where it is physically
dangerous to affirm the Liberation
War, but increasingly safe to
apologise for those who opposed
our birth.

This corrosion has seeped into
the imagination of the young. A
Dhaka University student contesting
in the Ducsu polls had shared a
post in August in favour of pilot
Rashid Minhas, who died stopping
Bir Sreshtho Matiur Rahman from
defecting. The post sparked a mixed
reaction at the time. To celebrate the
man who tried to strangle the birth
of his own nation is a moral collapse.

This empathy for the oppressor
is now being institutionalised. At
DU, authorities were seen scrubbing
away street portraits of Razakars.
A similar sanitisation occurred at
Chittagong University, where effigies
painted on the floor were repainted.
We have reached a point where
the symbols of war criminals are
protected from “disrespect,” while
the heroes of 1971 can be slandered.

That rupture is being reinforced
through a campaign of renaming.
Dismantling personality cults is
defensible; erasing key actors of the
Liberation War is not. At Rajshahi
University, the Shaheed Tajuddin
Ahmad Senate Building has been
reduced to a generic “Senate
Building.” To erase the name of the
wartime prime minister, who led the
government while Bangabandhu
was imprisoned, is to strike at the
administrative core of the great 1971.

The ideological damage is
mirrored by physical ruin. The
Museum of Independence at
Suhrawardy Udyan remains
vandalised and shuttered. In
Meherpur, hundreds of sculptures at
the Mujibnagar Memorial Complex,
where the provisional government
took its oath, were destroyed. More
than ayear later, there is still no clear
plan to restore these sites. Tenders

are missing, budgets opaque, and the
message unmistakable: history can
wait.

The same disdain shadows our
cultural symbols. Demands to replace
“Amar Shonar Bangla”—branded as
an Indian imposition—are surfacing
with disturbing frequency. Alongside
this, a more poisonous ideology is
growing. Popular religious speakers
now tell packed gatherings that 1971
was a betrayal and that 1947 was the
“real” independence.

To argue that Bangladesh’s birth
was a mistake is to revive the two-
nation theory in new clothes. When
such claims go unchallenged, they
move from opinion to open contempt
for the graves of those who died
resisting that idea. Alongside this, in
the aftermath of the July uprising,
we are seeing a familiar attempt to
audit the genocide itself. Was it really
thirty lakh? Were the rape accounts
exaggerated? This is how denial
begins: by reducing mass murder and

sexual violence to a numbers game.

Even state rituals are shrinking.
For the second consecutive year after
the uprising, the Victory Day parade
was cancelled despite no concrete
security threat. When a government
pleads poverty only to scale back
Victory Day—while spending freely
elsewhere—it signals not austerity but
fatigue with the event that justified
its existence. The tragedy of this
moment lies in a false binary: that to
be anti-fascist, you may have to be
anti-1971. “Joy Bangla,” we are told,
belongs to a party, not to the people.
But governments change; the war that
created the republic does not. Because
history is not a policy circular that an
interim authority can repeal.

I want reform, as much as anyone.
I want an independent judiciary, a
professional civil service, and a press
thatdoesnotlivein fear. WhatIrefuse
to accept is that the ticket to this new
Bangladesh is forced amnesia about
the old one. The country that emerged

in 1971 is not a disposable draft. It
was forged through Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s vision;
steered by Syed Nazrul Islam,
Tajuddin Ahmad, M Mansur Ali
and A H M Kamaruzzaman,; fought
for under General M A G Osmani’s
command; voiced by Ziaur Rahman
on Bangabandhu’s behalf; and
sustained by unnamed students,
farmers-turned-fighters and mothers
who sent their children to war.

Walking through a capital stripped
of its victory parade, I made my own
observance. Regimes may try to hijack
history, but victory never belongs to
any party or government. It belongs
to the people. Our responsibility now
is twofold. We must reclaim 1971 from
those who commodified it for power,
and we must defend it from those
who seek to distort it through denial,
dilution, or manufactured narratives.
In building a new Bangladesh, we
cannot afford to insult the war that
made the republic possible.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
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Daylong bus
strike enforced

in Cumilla

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Cumilla

The Cumilla District Bus
Owners’ Association
yesterday observedadaylong
strike by suspending bus
services from Jangalia,
Shashangachha, and Chawk
Bazar bus terminals.

The strike was called
following a dispute
between (wo (ransport
operators on the Cumilla—-
Chandpur route, causing
much inconvenience
o commuters on 40
routes across the district,
including Cumilla-Dhaka,
Cumilla-Chattogram,
Cumilla-Sylhet, Cumilla-
Chandpur, and Cumilla-
Noakhali routes.

According to transport
leaders, the strike was
called demanding that Aidi
Paribahan be barred from
operating on the Cumilla—
Chandpur route via the
Jangalia bus terminal.

Md Tajul Islam, executive
president of the association,
said although Aidi
Paribahan has permission
from the Chandpur district
administration, it has not
obtained a route permit
from Cumilla.

Without permission,
some Aidi Paribahan buses
were suddenly brought in
to the terminal on Victory
Day, and started operating
from Wednesday, he added.

Aidi Paribahan
chairman Mir Parvez Alam
said they began operating
buses on Cumilla-
Chandpur route in 2023
after receiving permission
from the Chandpur Deputy
Commissioner’s office.

However, from the very
beginning, a syndicate
within the Cumilla bus
owners’ group obstructed
their operations. As a
result, the Cumilla district
administration did not
issue a route permit, he
alleged.

FROM PAGE 3

manipulated or Al
generated photos --
particularly of girls -

through platforms such as
Facebook and Instagram.

Child marriage was also
identified as a persistent
problem, with children
describing it as a form of
sexual abuse rather than a
family matter.

Many said early marriage
is often imposed to protect
family honour following
harassment, rumours,
or the spread of intimate
images online.

The research highlighted
serious barriers to justice,
noting  that  reporting
mechanisms  often  fail
children. Many were unaware
of helplines or found them
inaccessible, while school
complaint systems were seen
as inefTective.

Fear of stigma, disbelief,
and victim-blaming
discourages reporting, the

study said.
Thefindingsalso pointed
to severe psychological

impacts, including trauma,
social isolation, and suicide
attempts.

The study recommended
establishing functional
harassment complaint
committees schools,
strengthening support
centres, ensuring safer
public  transport, and
enabling meaningful
child  participation in
policymaking.

Attending
guest, NGO Affairs
Bureau Director  (Joint
Secretary) Anwar Hossain
said insights drawn from
children’s own experiences
help policymakers better
understand ground realities.

“Moving away  from
emotion-based responses to
evidence-based  decisions,
and ensuring coordination
between government and

in

as chief

Exisiting system failing

to ensure accountability of
all institutions responsible
for child protection.

Speakers at the
discussion emphasised
effective  implementation
of existing child protection
policies and strict
adherence to the National
Action Plan (2018-2030)
to prevent violence against
women and children.

ACDProject Coordinator
Md Ali Ahmed said the
research  was  designed
to place children at the
centre of both evidence
generation and advocacy.

Panel discussants
included Prof Kazi Maruful
Islam of Dhaka University’s
Department of Development
Studies; MM Mahmudullah,
additional director of the
Department  of  Social
Services; and Mosammat
Kaniz Tazia, deputy director
of the Department of
Women Affairs.

The programme was
chaired by Prof Chowdhury
Sarwar Jahan, executive
president of ACD.

The session was
moderated by  Subrata
Kumar Pal, ACD team
leader for advocacy,
lobby, and network, while
a documentary on the
project was presented by
ACD Programme Manager
Monirul Islam.

ACC initiates

FROM PAGE 3

plots through abuse of
power. Her son Sajeeb
Wazed Joy, daughter Saima
Wazed Putul, sister Sheikh
Rehana, and Rehana’s
daughter Tulip Siddiq, also
a British lawmaker, were
also handed varying prison
terms in the same cases.

Akhtar Hossain also
informed that ACC has
submitted a charge sheet
against Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal, his wife
Lutfun Tahmina Khan, and
their two children — Shafi
Moddassir Khan Jyoti and
Shafia Tasnim Khan.

Kamal allegedly amassed
assets worth Tk 22.58 crore
beyond his known income
sources during his tenure
as home minister, while
transactions amounting
to Tk 8746 crore were
made through nine bank
accounts in his name. The
commission alleges that
the funds were laundered to
conceal their illegal origins.

Hiswife and children have
been accused of assisting in
concealing Tk 1545 crore
by constructing houses and
operating businesses under
their names.

In a separate
development, the ACC
also filed a case against
former deputy speaker of
parliament Shamsul Haque
Tuku for acquiring Tk 3.59
crore illegally.

Govt okays ordinance

FROM PAGE 3

The council also gave
approval to the draft of
the Bangladesh Haor and

Wetland Conservation
Ordinance 2025, specifying
the responsibilities,

authority, and jurisdiction
of the Bangladesh Haor
and Wetland Development
Department.

Italso included provisions

It includes provisions
for declaring protected
haor and wetland areas to
ensure their conservation.

In addition, the
ordinance specifies
prohibited activities in haor
and wetland areas, declares
such (prohibited) activities
as offences if committed,
and provides for penalties
for those offences.

NCP leader found dead

FROM PAGE 3

expressed deep sorrow
and concern, saying before
her death, Rumi faced
prolonged  cyberbullying,
death threats, and
psychological harassment
allegedly by Awami League-
affiliated criminals.

Despite submitting
evidence of these threats to
law enforcement agencies
on November 13, no
effective action was taken,
the NCP statement alleged.

The statement further
added that NCP holds these
threats and harassment
responsible for her death
and demands an immediate
impartial investigation,
arrest of the perpetrators,
and exemplary punishment
for those involved.

On November 13, Rumi
filed a general diary with
Dhanmondi Police Station
citing security concerns
and repeated threats to her
life, according to police and

the Awami League in
Dhanmondi-32, Rumi
handed over several AL
activists to the police. A viral
video showed Rumi hitting
awoman with a pipe.
Following these events,
Rumi received repeated
rape and death threats from
multiple phone numbers,
including threats against
her family and property,
some originating from
abroad, NCP leaders said.
Samantha Sharmin,

senior joint convener of
NCP, visiting Rumi’s family
at the DMC morgue, said,
“Just as the bullet that
pierced Osman  Hadi’s
brain shattered us, we now
mourn the tragic death of

our colleague Rumi.”
“Women are falling
victim to cyberbullying,

yet the government has
taken no action. Without
ensuring women’s safety,
building a new Bangladesh
is impossible,” she said.

ICT-2 accepts charges

FROM PAGE 3

Prosecutor Gazi Monawar
Hossain  Tamim read out
the formal charges. Quader
was accused on three
counts of issuing directives,
instigation and provocation
that allegedly led to attacks
on and killings of unarmed
protesters. Separate charges
were also read out against

party sources. ) the other accused.
The GD was reccived Briefing journalists after
by  Subinspector  Md the proceedings, Chief

Mahmudul Hasan Moral,
while the then OC of
Dhanmondi Police Station,
Kyashinyu, was directed to
take action.

Confirming the matter,
current OC Saiful Islam
told The Daily Star, “After
she filed the GD, the case
was under investigation.
We were trying to trace the
accused, and the probe is

Prosecutor Tajul Islam said
Obaidul Quader played
a “key role” in planning,
directing and facilitating
the nationwide mass killings
during the July uprising.

He also claimed that
other senior leaders,
particularly Bahauddin
Nasim and Mohammad Ali
Arafat, were also directly
involved in facilitating the

responsibility, while the
others  were charged
due to their leadership
positions and command

roles within their respective

organisations.
According to the chief
prosecutor, alongside

police and other forces,
the Awami League, Jubo
League and Chhatra League
members acted as “auxiliary
forces” during the violence,
which had been “clearly
established” during the
investigation.
“They directly
participated in  attacks,
brutally suppressed the
student movement, carried
out  Kkillings, tortured
people, caused permanent
injuries, unlawfully detained
individuals and committed
other crimes,” he alleged.

Reiterating the

Shortage

FROM PAGE 3
intervention at the child and
adolescent stage crucial.

Prof Md Faruq Alam,
former director of NIMH,
said around 10 percent of
the country’s mental health
services are allocated (o
CAMH, even though nearly
half of the population
could potentially require
such services.

He said with only 21 child
and adolescent psychiatrists
nationwide, authorities
must take steps to produce
more trained professionals.

Mahbubur Rahman,
director of NIMH, said
social stigma surrounding
mental health remains
a major challenge, and
eliminating it would be
difficult unless services are
expanded and made widely
accessible.

Noting that the number
of  psychiatrists cannot
be increased overnight,
he added that mental
health services should be
integrated into the existing
preventive healthcare
system.

Prof Md Shahinul Alam
stressed the need to raise
awareness about mental
health and recommended
incorporating the issue
into the school curriculum,
alongside  strengthening
relevant  policies and
programmes.

BMU Pro-Vice

for issuing protection orders
to conserve Dbiodiversity,
the environment, ecology,
and ecosystems of haor and
wetland areas.

non-government actors,
can make child protection
initiatives more effective,”
he said.

He also stressed the need

Meanwhile, a proposal to
establish a new Bangladesh
embassy in Bern, the
capital of Switzerland, was
also approved.
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This 1s to notify all concern that the following tender have published through National e-GP Portal

(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd).

SL. | Tender ID, Package No. & date
of publishing

Name of the work

Tender last selling and
closing date & time

01. | e -Tender Id: 1199013

2025

Package No. JGTDSL.PL.PW-09
Date of publishing: 18 December

“Modification of Lakkatura DRS
and interconnection of DRS outlet
with 60 Psig existing gas
distribution pipeline in Sylhet City
Corporation Area.”

Last selling: 30-Dec-2025, 21:00
Closing date & time: 31-Dec-2025, 15:00
Opening date & time: 31-Dec-2025, 15:00

The interested persons/firms may visit the website hitp://'www .eprocure.gov.bd to get the details of the tender. This is an online

tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To
submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. Further information and

guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal/e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
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v | v s s o T Office of the Executive Engineer (RHD),

Tangail Road Division,
®: 0921-64043
E-mail : eetan@rhd.gov.bd

Memo No:35.01.9395.474.07.001.25-1198

e-Tender Notice

Date: 18-12-2025.
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copies will be accepted.

GD-2783

This is an online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard

To submit e-Tender registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk

(helpdesk(@eprocure.gov.bd) (01715-777778, 017625528-31)

N
e .
(Dr Shinthia Azmeri Khan)
ID No- 602214

Executive Engineer, RHD
Road Division Tangail.
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ZIAUR RAHMAN
is a journalist and
travel enthusiast.

Into the heart of the

SUNDARBANS

ZIAUR RAHMAN

“Do not panic and do not run,” the
forest guard murmured, raising his
hand to stop us.

He crouched slightly, loaded his
rifle, and pointed to the fresh pug
marks in the mud. “I can smell it. A
tiger is near.”

Foraheartbeat, time seemed tostall.
The mud beneath our feet felt heavier,
the silence thicker. Somewhere in the
dense mangroves of Kochikhali, deep
inside the Sharankhola Range of the
Sundarbans, the unseen king of the
forest was moving.

At that moment, adrenaline kept
fear at bay. Only later, back on the
boat, drenched in sweat and mud,
did we truly grasp how close we had
come to crossing the line between awe
and real danger. We had forgotten,
for a while, that we were in a place
where nature is wildly, beautifully
dangerous.

I've always loved exploring new
places, but I'm not reckless. Yet
sometimes, when curiosity and
adrenaline team up, caution takes a
back seat. The journey to Kochikhali
was one of those times. What began

Want to share your travel
experiences with us?
Please send your stories
to
holiday@thedailystar.net

as a calm exploration gradually drew
us into Bagher Dera - the Tiger’s Den,
where tigers rule.

We were part of a three-day eco-
tourism workshop organised by the
Economic Reporters Forum (ERF),
with about fifty participants cruising
rivers, exploring canals, and attending
seminars together.

We set off on a calm October night,
boarding the modern, air-conditioned
MV Aral Sea from Khulna. The river
air felt cool and faintly salty. From the
upper deck, we watched the city lights
fade as the vessel slid silently into the
labyrinth of waterways. Moonlight

shimmered on the dark river,

and the Sundarbans slowly
unfolded before us.
Over the next couple
of days, we crossed
miles of rivers --
the Pashur, Shela,
Betmore Gang,
and countless
smaller
canals

that spread like veins through the
forest.

During the trip, we stopped at
Joymoni fishermen’s village in the
Chandpai Range, the Andarmanik
eco-tourism spot, Dolphin Tower,
Kotka, Jamtola Sea Beach, Kochikhali,
and Dimer Char. We wove through
narrow canals on small boats -
sometimes floating in serene silence,
other times with hearts racing at
every rustle of leaves.

The next morning, a thin mist
hung over the river, blurring the line
between water and sky. The ship
drifted gently, flanked by winding
canals and banks thick with keora,
sundari, gewa, goran, and golpata.
Though the vessel offered every
comfort, most of us gathered on the
open deck, leaning on the railings,
mesmerised by the view.

From the main rivers, smaller
canals branched off and disappeared
into the forest. Dense walls of keora,
sundari, gewa, goran, and golpata
lined the banks. The forest stood
quiet, almost watchful.

Except for cargo vessels, small
wooden boats carrying fishermen and
bawalis occasionally came into view.
A little later, the industrial skyline of
Mongla briefly emerged, a reminder of
human encroachment, before fading
into green again.

Soon, we entered the Shela River
and reached Joymoni village in the
Chandpai Range -- the last human
settlement on this side of the
Sundarbans.

Thatched huts stood along the
riverbank, fishing nets hanging in
the sun. Most villagers are bawalis,
fishermen, and mouals, whose lives
depend entirely on the forest. Women
sorted freshly caught crabs, children
ran barefoot along muddy paths, and
small boats rested near the shore. Just
beyond the settlement,
the silent and

indifferent forest resumed, a reminder
that life and wilderness here exist in a
delicate balance.

At Andhar Manik, we boarded
small boats to navigate narrow
canals. As we moved deeper, the
canopy thickened and sunlight
filtered through the leaves, scattering
patterns across the brownish-green
walter.

Every sound felt amplified - the
dip of the oar, the ripple of water,
the call of distant birds. The canals
curved like veins through the forest,
pulling us further inward. We visited
landmarks along the way - the
Dolphin Tower, Jamtola Sea Beach,
Kotka, Kochikhali, and Dimer Char —
each revealing a different face of the
Sundarbans.

The next day, we roamed along
Kotka Sea Beach, where sea, river, and
forest merge to create a unique sight.
Uprooted trees lay scattered across
the sand, their twisted roots telling
stories of storms and tides. Tourists
walked along the shore, climbing
fallen trunks for photographs.
Sometimes, deer ventured out from
the forest, crossing the open sands
with graceful caution.

Reaching Dimer Char required
navigating narrow canals hemmed
in by thick mangroves. The air was
heavy, alive with bird calls and the
rustling of leaves. Kingfishers flashed
briefly through the bushes, while

storks glided overhead.
As evening fell, the forest
transformed. The golden light

softened into shades of orange and
violet over the quiet river.

Gliding through narrow canals,
we reached Dimer Char, which was
full of white kash flowers swaying
gently in the breeze. Laughter filled
the air as team members posed for
photographs, while others played
football on the sandy ground.

As darkness set in, the silence of
the forest deepened, broken only
by the splash of water and

the distant cries of birds
returning home. It felt

peaceful -- almost sacred -- as if the
forest itself was breathing and resting.

The real adventure began at
Kochikhali, in the Sharankhola
Range. This area, behind Tiger Point,
is more frequently visited by tigers.

Around forty of us decided to
walk from the ship toward the Tiger
Point Watch Tower. The first stretch
was easy. But beyond the tower lay
a 1.5-kilometre trail through dense
mangroves, muddy canals, and tall
reeds - one of the most dangerous
paths in the forest.

Some turned back after hearing of
the risks. Others, driven by curiosity
and courage, pressed on.

Leading us was forest guard Faruk
Sardar, a Chinese rifle slung over his
shoulder. His presence was reassuring.
A few participants quietly recorded
voice messages for their families -- just
in case. That silent act spoke volumes.

The trail soon grew hostile.

The first stretch led us through
tall reeds - the kind of place where
tigers hide, watching silently. But
the real challenge lay deeper in the
forest: knee-deep mud, thorny vines,
hanging creepers, and narrow trails.
Our feet sank into the thick, sticky
ground.

Moving through the sticky mud,
every step was heavy and every rustle
suspicious. Eyes sharp and ears alert,
we moved cautiously, never sure what
waited ahead.

Among us were ERF President
Doulot Akter Mala and three other
female members, their resolve
unshaken. Courage, in that moment,
had no gender.

Then Faruk stopped.

His senses, sharpened by years in
the forest, had detected something
unseen. The tiger’s scent was fresh.
Pug marks were nearby. The animal
was close.

No one spoke. The forest seemed to
listen.

Later, Faruk told us this part of the
trail had probably never been walked
by visitors before. The thought filled
us with fear -- and a strange pride.

When we finally returned to the
boat, exhausted and covered in mud,
the forest stood quiet behind us, as
if guarding its secrets once more. We
had entered the tiger’s realm and left
unharmed, not by skill or strength,
but because nature allowed it.

It was more than an adventure;
it was a lesson in humility. In the
tiger’s realm, man is not an explorer
but a respectful visitor -- one who
walks carefully, listens closely, and
leaves quietly, with a heart full of
awe and gratitude.
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The Ashes West Indies Pakistan

Australia vs England | 3rd Test, Day 2 Live from 11:00 am
3rd Test, Day 4 Live from4:00am | ILT20
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LYON ROARS

on Ashes return

After an upsetting omission from the second Ashes Test in
Brisbane, spinner Nathan Lyon was all smiles on Thursday
as he celebrated his recall to the Australian eleven with a
two-wicket burst that launched a day of pain for England at
the Adelaide Oval. Introduced into the Australian attack early,
Lyon struck with his third ball to have Ollie Pope caught for
three. Three balls later, he bowled opener Ben Duckett for 29
with a peach of a delivery that beat the outside edge before
clipping the top of off stump. England could not recover from
there, hobbling to 213-8 at stumps on Day 2, trailing by 158
after Australia added 45 to their overnight 326-8. Duckett
was Lyon’s 564th Test scalp, moving him past pace great
Glenn McGrath to sixth on the all-time list for most Test
wickets. In this regard, Lyon leads the chart among active
players, with teammate Mitchell Starc next at 15th on the all-
time list with 420 wickets in 103 Tests. PHOTO: REUTERS

MOST WICKETS

INTESTS

PLAYER MATCHES WICKETS
Muthiah Muralidaran (SL) 133 800
Shane Warne (Aus) ) 145 ) 708
James Anderson (Eng) 188 704
Anil Kumble (Ind) » 32 P e
Stuart Broad (Eng) 167 604
Nathan Lyon™ (Aus) ) 141* ) 564

Local pairs power into Yonex- | »

BCB’s long-overdue
shilt in NOC stance

ASHFAQ-UL-ALAM

By general consensus, the Lord’s in London is
regarded as the Mecca of cricket, but in terms
of significance, the Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG,) -- which hosted the first-ever Test -- isn’t
too far behind.

On Thursday, the MCG hosted a league
phase match of the Big Bash League (BBL)
between Hobart Hurricanes and Melbourne
Stars, and among the 22 cricketers on display
was Bangladesh’s very own Rishad Hossain.

Rishad, playing for Adelaide, claimed 2-33
in three overs as his side lost the game by eight
wickets.

Despite the defeat, it was a memorable match
for the leg-spinner as he became only the second
Bangladeshi after Shakib Al Hasan to play a T20
at the venue. Shakib has played two T20s there,
but like Rishad, his appearances also came in
the BBL, as Bangladesh are yet to play a T20I at
the MCG.

Rishad could have had this experience last
year, when he was roped in by the same side for
the BBL. But at that time, the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) blocked his path by denying him a
No Objection Certificate (NOC), as it clashed
with the Bangladesh Premier League (BPL).

What happened with Rishad was far from an
isolated incident, as for years the BCB displayed
a similar reluctance when issuing NOCs for
foreign leagues.

The board has recalled players from overseas
leagues for insignificant series against weak
sides, delayed NOC decisions until the last
moment - creating unnecessary drama - and
even offered financial compensation after
stopping them from featuring in other leagues.

The BCB’s NOC stance has denied many
Bangladeshi players opportunities, arguably
stagnating their development. But now, the
board is seemingly on the path of course
correction.

Granting Rishad full NOC for the BBL, even
though it would make him entirely unavailable
for the upcoming BPL, was a step in the right
direction.

The board also allowed Taskin Ahmed to take
part in the Abu Dhabi T10 League in November
for the Northern Warriors, even though the
Tigers were playing a home series against Ireland
at that time.

On Thursday, the board cleared up all doubts
about Mustafizur Rahman’s NOC situation
for next year’s Indian Premier League (IPL),
declaring that the pacer, who was bought for a
whopping INR 9.2 crore by the Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR), will be available for all but eight
days of the season, which will run from March
26 to May 31.

“He [Mustafizur] will return for eight days to
play the ODI series,” BCB Cricket Operations
chief Nazmul Abedeen Fahim said, explaining
the decision was taken with Bangladesh’s 2027
ODI World Cup qualification in mind.

“We are not willing to make any compromise
on our qualification for the World Cup. Since we
are not in a comfortable position, this decision
was taken,” he added.

Mustafizur and Taskin are currently in the
UAF, taking part in ILT20 for Dubai Capitals
and Sharjah Warriorz respectively with partial
NOCs, which will end on 24 December, two days
before the start of the new BPL season.

Batter Saif Hassan too was given a partial
NOC for the Abu Dhabi T10 ILeague, as he
returned for the Ireland T20Is, Bangladesh’s last
T20Is before the ICC T20 World Cup.

This shows that while the board is now
allowing players more opportunities overseas,
the national team’s requirements still come
first. Striking this balance will be difficult going
forward, but the board’s change of mindset is a
positive sign, as it will allow Rishad and others to
develop and showcase Bangladesh’s cricketing
talents on a bigger stage.

Junior Tigers eye third
straight Asia Cup final

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh will be aiming to seal a third
successive final berth in the ACC Under-19
Asia Cup when they face Pakistan in the
second semifinal at Sevens Stadium in
Dubai today.

The junior Tigers, champions of the
last two editions, are unbeaten in the
competition, having won all three of their
group games.

Bangladesh began their campaign with
a hard-fought three-wicket victory over
Afghanistan before registering comfortable
wins against Nepal and Sri Lanka.

Opener Zawad Abrar has been in
impressive form, scoring 215 runs in three

innings at a remarkable average of 107.50.
Left-arm spinner Shahriar Ahmed is
Bangladesh’s leading wicket-taker with
seven scalps in three matches.

Pakistan, meanwhile, booked a semifinal
spot as Group A runners-up. They opened
their campaign with a massive 297-run
win over Malaysia but suffered a crushing
defeat against arch-rivals India in their
second group match. Pakistan bounced
back with another strong display against
hosts UAE.

In the first semifinal today, Group
A champions India will face Group B
runners-up Sri Lanka at the ICC Academy
Ground in Dubai, with the final scheduled
for Sunday at the same venue.

FIFA World Cup trophy to arrive in
Dhaka on Jan 14

Bangladesh fans will get a chance to witness
the FIFA World Cup trophy close up front as the
most coveted silverware in the world of football
will make a stop in Dhaka on January 14, 2026,
as part of the FIFA World Cup Trophy Tour by
(Coca-Cola.

Pakistan home series next year set
to be in two phases

Bangladesh’s upcoming full-fledged home series
against Pakistan next year is set to be held in two
separate phases due to a scheduling clash with
the Pakistan Super League (PSL), informed B(B
cricket operations chairman Nazmul Abedeen
Fahim on Thursday.

PSG topple Flamengo to win
Intercontinental Cup

PSG ended a banner year on a high as they
defeated CF Flamengo 2-1in a penalty shootout
on Wednesday to win the FIFA Intercontinental
Cup aftera 1-1 draw in requlation. It has been an
incredible 2025 for Luis Enrique’s men, who won
a treble in the 2024/25 season, including their
first UEFA Champions League title.

**Read full stories on The Daily Star’s website
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Jamal sees football
from a diftlferent
perspective

STAR SPORTS DESK

Bangladesh national football team captain Jamal
Bhuyan experienced football from a different
perspective during a surprise visit to Camp
Abilities Bangladesh 2025 at the Riya Gope
Women’s Sports Complex in Dhanmondi.

Blindfolded, the midfielder joined visually
impaired children on the pitch, taking part in the
game without sight and engaging directly with
the campers. The visit became a key moment of
the three day inclusive sports camp, held from
December 11 to 13, and reflected the camp’s theme,
“Sports Without Limits”.

Jamal interacted with around 50 young
participants and later said: “Visually impaired
or people with any disabilities should be able to
participate in sports and all aspects of life. They
are part of the society and we should not ignore
their plight to be included.”

The camp was organised by Heroes for All (HFA)
in collaboration with the Ministry of Youth and
Sports and Assistance for Blind Children (ABC).
This was the second edition of the initiative,
following its first outing in January 2018.
According to HFA founder and president Dr.
Rehnuma Karim, the camp aimed to challenge
stigma around visual impairment and provide
children with a space to build confidence through
SpOorts.

The programme featured adapted versions of
cricket, football, goalball and paired races, with
each child paired with a counselor or volunteer to
ensure one-on-one support.

The Daily Star was one of the media partners for
the event.
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SPORTS REPORTER
Riding on their strong showing at the Yonex
Canadian International Challenge earlier this
month, Al-Amin Jumar and Moajjam Hossain
Ohidul continued their impressive form to
reach the quarterfinals of the men’s doubles
at the ongoing Yonex Sunrise Bangladesh
International Challenge yesterday.

The day also saw a surprise success as the
unheralded pairing of Mashud Ahmed and
Sadakat Robin Asfaq booked a place in the
quarterfinals with a win over a Malaysian
pair at the Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed Indoor
Stadium in Paltan, Dhaka. They had earlier
received a walkover in the Round of 32 on
Wednesday.

Other Bangladeshi shuttlers, however,
failed to match their progress, exiting across
the men’s doubles, women’s doubles and
mixed doubles events.

Top-seeded Jumar and Ohidul came into
the event buoyed by a bronze-medal finish at
the Canadian International Challenge ecarlier
this month. After receiving a bye in the round
of 32, the Bangladeshi pair were tested by
India’s Devvart Mann and Sourbh Naim.

Jumar and Ohidul edged the opening

Sunrise quarters

[\

PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

game 21-19 before the Indians levelled the
match with a 21-17 win. The hosts then sealed
the decider 21-14, despite Ohidul sustaining
an injury in the final game.

“We have just entered into the quarterfinals
butstilllong way to go,” Ohidul said. “We could
not play the final in Canadian International
Challenge but this time we want to win gold
medal in home.

“Having played together for a long time, we
have a good understanding among us.”

Mashud and Asfaq, who train at the Alora
Shutter Academy in Dinajpur, dropped the
opening game 21-14 but showed resilience
to turn the match around, winning the next
two games 21-14 and 21-17 to register an
unexpected victory over their higher-ranked
opponents.

Elsewhere, Rahatun Nayem and Mizanoor
Rahman went down 2-1 to India’s Swastik
Matharasan and Gokul Sureshkumar in the
men’s doubles, while Sifat Ullah and Bristi
Khatun lost 2-1 to an Indian pair in the mixed
doubles.

In the women’s doubles, Dalia Rahman and
Mithila Bishwas were beaten 2-0 by a British
pair, and Reshma Akter and Bristi Khatun
suffered a 2-1 defeat to an Indian duo.
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Bridging Borders in Healthcare: International CME for PATIENTS & DOCTORS

in association with APOLLO HOSPITALS CHENNAI

Dr. Vinutha Arunachalam Dr. Appaji Krishnan K
Dbstetrics, Gynecology & Orthopaadics &
Reproductive Madicine Spine Surgery

Dr. Elankumaran K Dr. Prof. P Vijayshankar
HBP & Liver Transplant  Chnical 5 Interventional

Liver transplantatisn Neuralogy Advances 2025 Infertidity & Aeproductive Prectical Decision-
ot Apc 18 Stroke Protoc Makng in Spine Surgery
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wihere are we going

.1 01332524001 | 01332524144 [For Registration)

27" December [Saturday) 8:00am - 5:00pm ' Apollo Clinic, Dhanmondi

@ B4, Satmasijid Road, Dhanmondi




